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if fitf of |l[iflh Isliinti onb ^rouibraff |5IimMon0/ 

Secretaby's Office^ Providence, 
December, 1853. 

if^ ^lis ffonoroMe Gefiiral AssemMff : 

I have the honor, herewith to submit the Fh^t Annutil Kcport on the Im- 
poi^t^tit s^hject of the RegfstratioTi of Births, Mamiigeaj and Deaths, in ilila 
i^t*3^t€. It !s for the Year ending May 81st, 1853, and has hcen prepared in 
act:*oixkiice with the se<x>nd section of the Act passed at the January session, 

X^n conformity witli what said gcction ^ets forth, I called upon Joseph Mau- 
Tati^ M* D,, of this city^ Chauman of the Committee of the R. T. Medical So- 
I'let^^ to i^hose assiduous and untiring personal cxertionfSj tlie State is largely 
in(3^l3ted for the estahlislunent of the Ee^stration Act^ to aid me in the mat- 
^ ; anil hy the accompanying letter fi-ora that gentlemanj it will he seen that 

'I* ^rraMjus by him stated, lie secured the scryieesof Thomas II* Wehb, M, D,, 
f^r-i^oerly of this city, and well known to many of the members of your body. 
^X^hc taak hy him undertaken was a te<lious and complicated one, from the 
tui-tixpe of the Heturns, and from various circum stances inseparably connected 
wit. 1-1 ifie prepaj'atbn of a first Report. Tlie results embodied in the Report^ 
^viil jjj jiQ means convey a just and full idea of the labor required in ohtain- 
*"c^ tlicm, inasmuch as days were often necessarily consumed in arriving at a 
Jucf^ which, ascertainedj occupies not a moment to commnnieate, oud may he 
^^I>Tessed by a few words, or a single iiguro. Of the manner in whieli Dr, 
^^^l>b has perHn-med the work entrusted to liira^ it is unnecessary for me to 
^^y^ any thing further than that it meets my approbation. There is much in 
^^'^ lioport deserving a careful perusal by all, and meriting their serious con- 
eia^Tafion, 

I TTould respectfully direct the attention of the Legislature to the remarks 
^ X'eference to the Registration Act, both ihcm contained in the body of the 

^^^ Report and in tlie Appenthx. I would reeomm^Tvd IW meiiT^>ti&iCm%\^ 
* single Aetf as h dona in iho form of Bill pro^poaed^ iVe xamxik^ ^Ts»j;!)aa^^%^ 
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whick most now be sought for in different parts of the Statute Bookj a^ like- 
wise the additions and modification Sj which experience has shown to he neces- 
sary for the more sure attainment of the hiformation desired* 

I would also call the special attention of Town and City Qerks, Clergy- 
men, PhysieianSj ParentSj and others^ to tlie requh'ements of the Act, which 
I am confident has not been so thoTOuglily e^xamined and clearly comprehend- 
ed^ as is necessary for a due fullilment of it^ requisitions. With prompt at- 
tention on their part, and conseqneot more complete and systematic RetumSj 
the Reports hereafter issued from this ofUce, will be oorrespoudingly enhanc- 
ed in importance and interests 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ASA POTTER, Secretary of Stale- 



PnoTiBiNCEj December, 1853. 

To ike Honorahh the Seareiary of State : 

Deak Sie I — The firgt State Eetumg on the " Registration of Births, Mnr- 
riages, and Deaths," from June Ist, 1852, to May 31st, 1853, wliich w^ere by 
you confided to my care, as Cliairnian of the Registration Committee of the 
Rhode Island Medical Society,* for the purpose of collating and muking out 
the Abstract and Report contemplated in the Acta of lS5Ck-52, were duly re- 
eeived and cursorily examined. But as a majority of the Returns w^ere made 
80 tardily by the Town and City Clerks, the season I intended to hate devot- 
ed to their consideration in connection with my professional engagements, 
became far too limited j I therefore, feehngj as you are awai-e, personally so- 
licitous for the early and prompt completion of the work, sought assistance, 
and was so fortunate aa to secure the services of my friend, Thomas H. Webb, 
M. D*, of Boston, late Secretary of the Mexican Boundary Commission, a 
gentleman eminently qualified m every respect for so arduous and responsible 
a duty. 

The labor has beeii accomplished by him ; that it has been well and faitli- 
fully e:s;ecutcd, every one must acknowledge, who will give the Report a care- 
fill and attentive pemsal. 

The whole subject of coUating the Returns, and preparing the vaaious Ta- 
bles and Estimates, has been fraught, particularly in tliis instance, neces^rily 
with many amioyances and embarrassments, consequent upon the informal 
and imperfect character of tlie Returns. This was not, however, wholly un- 
expected ; it being the first effort of our authorities, the duties novel, and the 
information sought, multifarious in its nature, 

Tlie toil and labor devoted to the work, will not, nay cannot, be duly ap 
predated by ail who peruse its pages ; but we trust it may meet the approval 
of those conversant with statistical research, and also, the members of the 

*Thc follow ii3j> person! conatitiite said Committee, tiz : Bra. J, Maurau^ G, ColhiiJ, 
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legislature, who^ at our pex^nal solicitation, so ppomptlj and cheerfullj 
enacted tlie law* 

With these few remai-ks, I most respectfiillj gubmit the Heport for the 
3s, indulging the h(j]>G, that its publication and dissemination may tend to 
cite the interest atid hearty co-operation of all in our community hereafter, 
to the faithful and cheerful fulfilment of the reciuirements of the law ; llms 
eecuring, not only to science abroad j hut to the rapidly increas^ing population 
of oiir State, now i^econd to but one hi thti Union in the denaenesis of lU popu- 
bition, a perfect system of State Rej^atration ; so necessary, not oidy for gene- 
alogical and mnnicipal, but espeeiaJly the more important simitar^ purposes 
.deducible from ita critically arranged tables and analyses* 
I With the hope that the plan pursued, taay meet your approval, I eub&cribe 
myself with great respect. 

Your obedient servant, 

X JlAUliAN, M. D., Chairman, &c- 
*o Asa PoTTEEj Secretary of State* 



OSEPH Macrak, M. D., ChauTiian, &:c* 
Deae Sir : — ^I herewith transmit the Tables constnicted, and the Esti- 
mates deduced from the Returns of Births, Mnrriages^, and Deaths, in the 
State of Rhode Island for the Year ending May 31st, 1853, the examination 
cf whicli I undertook, at your repeated and earnest request. 

I also send the Report prepared to accompEmy it, respecting wliieh it is nn- 
tieeessary for me here to enter into detail s«* You will perceive it is of a t^tj 
miacelhuieous character. It was intentionally made so 9 being designed, not 
for any one class in particular, but for the benefit of the community at lai^e, 
1 endeavoretl to simplify and popularize somewhat, ta order to deter as few 
»s passible from a perusal of Us contents. 

Had I been writing for the Statist, or Statistieian alone, I should have 
pittmed a different course, and confined myself more rigidly ^vitliin certain 
ftjted hmits, avoiding many items and some minutise, which to either of the 
liove, from long familiarity, may seem trite. Had I been addressing the 
Medical Fraternity alone, I should have felt it incumbent on me to use a more 
fitiTctly profes^iional style, and adopt a more thoroughly scientific plan. Ad- 
dregglng myself to all classes, my aim has been to steer a middle course ; and 
m attemptmg so to do, I trust it wnll be found that I have neither struck upon 
%lla, nor become engulphed by Chary bdis. 

Such was the state of the Returns that I was occasioned much annoyance 
^d perplexity ; months of labor were required, when with ordinary care up- 
^ the part of those from whom the information is to be derived, weeks, pos- 
^y days even, would have sufficed* This, perhaps, in some degree, is al- 
most necessarily incident to the initiative movementE In eBlaWaVii^ev^iaiK^ tv^^ 
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measure ; and therefore, it is confidently anticipated that the difliculties will 
hereafter be found materially lessened. 

That defects and errors will be detected in the Report, I do not doubt, hav- 
ing neither the presumption nor vanity to supi)()sc that I am more perfect, or 
less fallible, than others who have been engaged in similar investigations. I 
somewhat confidently trust, however, that no mistakes will be found of so 
glaring a chaiTicter as to invalidate the positions assumed, controvert the prm- 
ciples advocated, or materially affect the results as set fortli. 

Sincerely hoping that the good work now commenced, will be steadily and 
perseveringly followed up, and believing, in that case, the benefits derived 
from such a course elsewhere, may be fully enjoyed liere, 
I remain, very truly, yours, 

THOjVIAS II. WEBB. 

December, 1853. 
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FIBST REGISTRATION REPORT. [1853-55? 
Table II. BIRTHS. 1852^53. 




Exltibiiin^ the number of each Sex born in the severai QmniieiJ 




during 


each month in the mar : annexed to which is the nnmhcfi 




1 of Colored Children im:luded in the preceding, and snhioined to] 




1 which 


is the total mtmber of White and Cohred^ ami the Prj* 1 




f renia^e. 


3 

1 


H 




Cm 
O 


CodfTlES. 


Coloied duldrcii mdn* 
ded ia the precedli^i 


i 


i 


1 


■c 


1 


Is 

Is 


1 




8 

If' 






1^ 


o 
H 


n 


ll 


<s 


1 


sa 


^6 


£=5 


June. 


Malcsp 


83 




6 


3 


2 


67 


5 




1 




3 






FcDoaks, 


78 




14 2 


1 


&7 


4 




, 


* 


6 




1 


Unknown, 


1 




• 


- 


1 


- 


. 






- 


• 




P 


Co. Totals, 




162 


20 


5 


4 


124 


9 












July. 


Males, 


70 




5 


2 


5 


65 


3 








1 






Females, 


91 




11 


I 


S 


60 


1 








1 




1 


Unknown, 


1 




* 


1 


- 


- 


- 








- 




F 


Co. Totals, 




153 


16 4 


13 


115 


4 












Ang. 


Males, 


79 




4 2 
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68 


• 








1 






Females, 


9] 




13 3 


6 


64 


7 








1 






Unknown, 


2 




•i 1 


. 


1 


. 








• 






Co. Totab, 




172 


16' 6 


10 


133 


7 












Sept. 


Mafes, 


69 




6 


5 


5 


50 


3 








• 






Females, 


77 




6 


6 


1 


61 


4 








5 






Unknown, 


2 




• 


1 


■ 


. 


1 








- 






Co. Totals, 




14S 


1211 


6 


in 


8 












Oct. 


Slales, 


73 
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66 


5 








1 






Females, 


66 
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48 


2 








2 






Unknown, 


• 




- 


. 


. 


. 


- 








• 






Co. Totals, 




139 


10 


4 


14 


104 


7 












Nov. 


Maleii, 


75 




4 


6 


5 


69 


2 








g 






Females, 


68 




3 


2 


5 


67 


1 








• 






Unknown, 


• 




- 


. 


m 


- 


. 








- 






C^. Totals, 




143 


7 


7 


10 


116 


3 












Dec 


Males, 


61 




10 


5 


5 


41 


• 








2 






Female,"?, 


76 
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61 


3 








S 






Unknown, 


2 
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. 


1 








• 






Co. TotaJs, 
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1312 
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102 
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Jan, 


Males, 


80 




1513 
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67 
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Females, 


70 
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51 
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1 






Unknown, 


2 






2 
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> 
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Co. Totals, 




1S2 


23 


12 
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108 
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Feb. 


Males, 


95 
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74 
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X 






Femaleis, 


77 
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61 


1 
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Unknown » 


2 
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1 






■ • 1 






Co. Totals, 




174 


14!10 
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135 


7 
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^^ 
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Table n. Bmras. 1852-53. Cootinued. 











h 


O 

-a 


Cou?rTt£B. 


de4 in the proci^tling. 
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1 






n 

w 




8 

C 

£ 
&4 


1 


pqu 


'wo 


^3 


S 


MwOu 


MaJeg, 


89 




16 


3 
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63 


4 
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1 




Females^ 


65 




10 
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48 
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2 




Unknown, 


3 
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. 




Co. Totals, 
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26 
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Ill 
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ApriL 


Males, 


91 




7 


7 
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72 
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75 
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63 
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1 
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Unknown, 
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Co, Totals, 




168 


10 


11 
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135 
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73 
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61 
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Femalea, 
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■ _ 1 _ 


Totals, 
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MARRtAOES. 



Table IV. MARRIAGES. 1852-53. 

Exhibiting the number solemnized in the several Counties during 
tach motUh of the year, and designating the Nativity and Color 
bo^ of Males and Females. 



MomHB. 


WlMle 
Nnmber. 


Bristol. 


Kent. 


Newport. 


Froridence. 


'Washing^' 
ton. 


June, 

July, 

AnguBl, 

S^ember, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

January, 

Febmiuy, 

staicn, 

nnknown, 


70 
72 
64 
70 
88 
100 
65 
82 
62 
43 
63 
60 
2 


5 
6 
7 
1 
7 
9 
7 
6 
5 
2 
2 
6 


3 
3 
4 
6 
10 
4 
4 
5 
2 

• 

2 

1 


5 

8 
3 
7 
5 
4 
7 
4 
3 
8 
6 
3 


49 
51 
45 
46 
67 
72 
34 
58 
46 
30 
37 
43 

• 


8 

4 

6 

11 

9 

11 

13 

9 

6 

3 



7 

2 


Total, 


831 


63 


43 


63 


568 


94 


SSTATrriTT. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


American, 

Foreigii, 

IJnlmowB, 


539 

239 

53 

831 


535 
236 

60 


43 
20 

• 


41 
21 

1 


39 
4 


39 
4 


58 
1 
4 


58 
2 
3 


311 

216 

41 


310 
210 

48 


88 
2 
4 


87 
3 
4 


Total, 


831 


63 


63 


43 


43 


63 


63 


568 


568 


94 


94 


COLOB. 

WUte, 
Colored, 


828 
3 


828 

S 


63 


63 


42 
1 


42 
\ 


63 


63 


667 
1 


567 

1 


93 

1 


93 

1 


Total, 

• — rt-- 


831 


831 


63 


63 


43 


43 


63 


63 


568 


568 


94 


94 
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TABLE V. DEATHS, 1862-53, J 

Exhibiting ike number of each Sex in the several CmtrUies^ dur^^m 
ea€h inonth of the year. 1 


■M MOKTHSi 


Sex. 




III 


COHHTT TOTAUI. \ 


Brutol. 


Kent, 


Neirpoit 


Provi- 
dence. 


Wub- 

ingtoD. 


^H June, 


Males, 
Females, 

Unknown, 


38 
32 




3 
S 


3 
1 


s 

2 


29 

24 


1 




Both Sexes, 




70 


6 


4 


4 


63 


4 


H Juij> 


Males, 

Females, 
Unknown, 


43 
38 




3 


- 


3 
2 


36 
33 


6 




Both Sexes, 




81 


3 


" 


5 


68 


5 


^H Augttst, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknoivn, 


81 

70 

5 




3 
4 

7 


2 
2 
2 

6 


7 
5 


64 

57 

2 


6 
S 
1 




Both Sexes, 




156 


12 


123 


8 


^V September, 


Males, 

Females, 
Unknown, 


67 
54 




1 
3 


1 
2 


5 
12 


36 


1 

I 




Both Sexes, 




111 


4 


a 


17 


85 


% 


^^^ October^ 


Malea, 

Females, 
Unknown, 


46 
41 

1 




3 
3 


1 

4 
1 


7 
4 


33 

28 


2 
2 




Both Sexes, 




88 


6 


6 


11 


61 


4 


^ November, 


Males, 
Females, 

Uiiknown, 


31 
38 

1 




2 
3 


3 
2 


3 
1 


24 

26 

1 


5 




Both Sexe^, 




68 


4 


4 


4 


51 


5 


^M December, 


Males, 

Females, 
Unknown, 


40 

45 

1 




3 
3 


2 

• 


5 

8 


28 
31 

1 


1 




Both Sexes, 




84 


6 


2 


13 


60 


3 


^m Januaiy, 


Males, 
Females, 

Unknown, 


47 
55 

1 




2 

3 

to 


3 
2 

I 


7 

n 


34 
38 


1 
1 




Both Sexes, 




103 


5 


6 


18 


72 


2 


^1 Febntaiy, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


43 

40 




1 
3 


3 
1 


6 
8 


34 

28 


- 




Both Sexes, 




83 


4 


4 


13 


62 


- 


^1 Morcb, 


Males, 
Females, 

Unknown, 


43 

65 




4 
4 


2 

1 


? 


27 
42 ^ 


3 

1 


^^H 


Boili 8exe3, 




97 8 


3 


13 { 69 


4 



1852-63.] DEATHa 

Table V. Deaths. 1852-53. CoNTimiED. 





8bx. 


ll 


III 


CODKTT TOTAU. 


Months. 


Briitol. 


Kent. 


Newport 


Provi- 
dence. 


Wash- 
ington. 


April, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


62 

36 

1 




7 

1 


4 

1 


4 
3 


37 
31 

1 






Both Sexes, 




89 


8 


5 


7 


69 




May, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


42 
1 




3 
2 

1 


4 
3 

■ 


3 
2 


38 
34 






Both Sexes, 




91 


6 


7 


5 


72 




Not stated, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


2 
3 




• 
• 
• 


- 


2 
3 

• 


: 






Both Sexes, 




6 


- 


- 


5 


- 




Aggregate, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


570 

545 

U 




3^ 
33 

1 


67 

19 

4 

50 


59 

68 


432 

408 
5 


20 
17 
15 




Totals, 


1126 


1126 


66 


127 


845 1 38 
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FIRST REGISTRATION REPORT. 



[1853-53. 



TABLE VI. DEATHS. 1852-53. 

EaJiibiting the number of each Sex, at different Ages, in the several 
Counties, during the year 1852-53. 



i 


AOES. 


Sex. 


H 


II 


COUNTY TOTALS. 


a 


Brif tol. 1 Kent 


New- 


ProTi 


- Waah- 


& 






"^H 






port 


dencc 


. ington. 


1st 


One & Undei 


•, Males, 


9' 




8 


1 


3 


78 


4 






Females, 


7 




• 


1 


4 


65 


1 




From 1 to 2, 


Unknown, 


{ 




1 


1 


- 


2 


1 




Both Sexes 


> 


17( 


) 9 


3 


7 


145 1 6 


2d. 


Males, 


" 41 




2 


1 


3 


42 


1 






Females, 


« 




7 


1 


2 


44 


1 




2 to 3, 


Unknown, 


] 




• 


- 


- 


1 


- 




Both Sexes, 




loe 


> 9 


2 


1 ' 


87 


2 


3d. 


Males, 


2£ 




2 


. 


1 


25 


1 






Females, 


3S 




1 


2 


3 


24 


2 




3 to 4, 


Unknown, 


] 




- 


- 


- 


1 


- 




Both Sexes, 




6S 


3 


2 


4 


50 


3 


4th. 


Males, 


23 




2 


1 


• 


20 


- 






Females, 


17 




1 


- 


1 


15 


• 




4 to 5, 


Unknown, 


- 




• 


- 


- 


- 


" 




Both Sexes, 




40 


3 


1 


1 


35 


- 


5th. 


Males, 


11 




• 


. 


1 


10 


. 






Females, 


15 




1 


1 


1 


12 


- 




5 to 10, 


Unknown, 


- 




• 


" 


- 


- 


- 




Both Sexes, 




26 


1 


1 


2 


22 - 


6th. 


Males, 


29 




1 


2 


4 


20 


2 




Females, 


24 




2 




4 


18 


- 




10 to 15, 


Unknown, 


- 




• 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Both Sexes, 


7 


53 


3 


2 


8 


38 


2 


7th. 


Males, 


• 


1 


1 


5 


. 




Females, | 


11 




• 


1 


2 


8 


- 






Unknown, 


• 




• 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Both Sexes, 




18 


- 


2 


3 


13 


- 


8th. 


15 to 20, i 


M[ales, 


19 




• 


. 


2 


17 


. 




] 


Females, 


27 




3 


. 


4 


20 


. 




1 

] 

\0 to 30, i 


Unknown, 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Both Sexes, 




46 


3 


- 


6 


37 


- 


Dth. i 


^es. 


62 




1 


2 


3 


56 


. 




1 


females, 


64 




3 


1 


7 


51 


2 




I 


Jnknown, 


- 




- 


- - 1 


- 


- 




1 

to 40, I 


Joth Sexes, 




126 


4 


3 


10 


107 


2 


10th.S 


lales. 


60 




4 


. 


3 


43 


. 




I 


''emales, 


52 




1 


1 


4 44 


2 


J 


I 


Jnknown, 


• 




- 


- 


- 


- 


/ /£ 


\oih Sexes, 




102 


6 1 


1 1 


7 


87| 


2 
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Table VL Deaths. 1852-53. Contikued. 



in 


Af;£S. 


Bkx. 


^1 


II 


CO CUT T TOtALS. 


1 


BrUtoU 


Itest. 


New- 


Protl* 


Wub. 






^B 






P-JfL 


dcn^' 


aigttffi« 


llth-lFrom 40 to 50, 


Mates, 


46 




8 


2 


3 


33 


1 






Females, 


37 




5 


1 


1 


29 


1 






Unknown, 






' 


- 


- 


- 


• 




Both Sexes, 




m 


11 


3 


4 


62 


2 


mhk<} to 60, 


Males?, 


31 




2 


3 


2 


21 


3 






Females, 


32 




4 


2 


8 


16 


2 




60 to 70, 


Unknown, 


- 




- 


- , 


- 


- 


• 




Both Sexeg, 




63 


e 


6 


10 


37 


5 


laOu 


Males, 


40 




1 


1' 


13 


22 


3 






Females, 


30 




. 


3 


7 


19 


1 




70 to 80^ 


Unknown, 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 


• 




Both Sexes, 




70 


1 


4 


20 


41 


4 


14tk 


Males, 


36 




1 


6 


10 


19 


- 






Females, 


31 




3 


2 


6 


18 


2 






Unknown, 


• 




- 


1 - 


- 


- 


• 




Both Sexes, 




67 


4 


8 


16 


37 


2 


15fc,80 to 90» 


Males, 


21 




2 


1 


8 


5 


5 






Female.=i, 


30 




2 


1 


13 


12 


2 




90 to 100, 


Unknown, 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




Both Sexeaj 




&l 


4 


2 


21 


17 


7 


16tk 


Males, 


4 




- 


. 




3 


. 






Females, 


1 




'. 


. 




1 


- 






Unknown, 


- 




" 


- 


- 


- 


• 




Both Sexes, 




5 


' 


- 




4 


• 


nth^Ora: 100, 1 


Males, 


* 




- 


- 


^ 


- 


. 






Females, 


1 




- 


- 




- 


- 




Not states!. 


Unknown, 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 


• 




Both So^^es?, 




1 


- 


" 




- 


• 


18th. 


Malea, 


20 




- 


6 




13 


- 






Females, 


15 




- 


2 


- 


19 


1 






Unknown, 


4 




- 


3 


- 


1 


- 




Both Sexes*, 




39 


- 


11 


1 


26 


1 




Males, 


570 




32 


27 


59 


432 


20 


AOGRBOJITB* 


Females, 
Unknown, 

Total, 


545 
11 




33 

1 


19 

4 


68 


408 
5 


17 
1 


__ 




1126 


1126 


66 


dO 


127 


845 


38 
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I TABLE X. OCCUPATIONS, 1852-53. D 

^^^ €M Arfiwfas^*, above twenlt/ years of age^ who have died dnnng 
^^H the year; the ag^es being- arranged in decennial periods^ and fair 
^^^M lowed by the actual aggregate of ages of each class and sub^divi- 
^^^1 sian^ and the average age of each individual of the several classes 
^^^P and sub-divisiani. 


^^^^^^_ occnPATiONs^ 


JUiBS. 


i 


s 

1" 


1 
4 


o 




d 

Q 

O 
if 


d 

s 


d 

D 

O 
4 


S 

O 

o 

12 
3 


i 


1 
S 


H 1, AOBlOCLTUEISTSp 

^M 2, Laborers^ . 

H 3, MAKUPACTUHBRSr 

^^ Operative in Mill, 
^^^H Ov^rs^r of Looms, 
^^H BratiOr Tender, . 

^^^H Spinner, 

^^^ Superintendeots Factories, 


3 
15 

I 

~i 

1 
1 

3 
2 

3 

n 


3 

8 

1 
1 

2 

1 


1 
10 

1 


7 
4 
1 

1 
1 


10 
2 

\ 


11 
1 


3 


50 

43 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 


3404 

1S06 

80 
36 
67 
53 
24 
101 


68.08 

42.00 

40.00 
36.00 
67.00 
53.00 
24.00 
50.50 


^V 4, MEClIAmCS AND A 

^^^_ Blacksmiths, 
^^^fe Boat Builder, 
^^^1 Carpenters, 
^^^H Carria^ Maker, , 
^^^H Cigar Makers, 
^^^H Designer, 
^^^H Engraven, . 
^^m Hatter, 
^^^H Jewellers, 
^^H Ireather Dresser, 
^^^H Machiniit, . 
^^^1 Mechanic, 
^H Miller, 

^^H Saddler, 
^^^H Shipwrights, 
^^^H ShoeM^ers, 
^^^B Silversmith, . 
^^H Tailor, 
^^H Turner, 
^^H Wagon Maker, 


LRTiSi 


im 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

"6 


3 

1 
2 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 
1 
3 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

\ 

1 

1 
1 


1 

1 
1 


' 


6 

4 
1 
11 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
2; 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
6 
1 
1 
I 
1 


361 

228 
69 

567, 
81 
8G 
50 
43 
66 
67 
72 
31 
44 
74 

135 
73 

131 

267 
22 
65 
60 
60 


45.12 

57.00 
69.00 
51.54 
81.00 
28.66 
50.00 
21.50 
66.00 
28..50 
72.00 
31.00 
44.00 
74.00 
45.00 
73.00 
66.50 
44.50 
22.00 
65.00 

eaoo 

60.00 


^^H Total of Mechanics 


,&c. 




6 


8 


5 


3 




46 


2281| 


49.58 
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P Tablb X. OccoPATioNs. 1852-53. Contimued. 



^^ 






AOBS. 
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> 
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p^„.„. 


i 
a 


i 

o 

o 

1 
1 
1 
1 


2 
2 


d 

1 


d 

a 

o 
to 

1 


S 
o 

1 

2 


o 

i. 


i 

B 
o 
9 


5. Me:rchants,Trae 

Accountant^ 
Apothecaries, 
Grocer, 

Leather Dealer, 
Merchants, « 
Pedlar, 

^ Traders, 

I Totals, 

V Professional Mi 

Judge, 
Lawyer, 

Music Teacherj . 
Musician, 
PbyBician, . 
^ Student, 


i£Ra^&& 




- 


I 

2, 
1 
1 
4 
1 
3 


79 
92 
66 
3.5, 

201 
37 

183 


79.00 
46.00 
65.00 
55.00 
50.25 
37.00 
6 LOO 


:k. 


'? 


1 
1 


4 

1 
1 


4 
1 


1 


1 

1 


3 




- 


13 
1 


693 

C8 
38 
21 
47 

38 
30 


53i23 

68.00 

38.00 
2 LOO 
47.00 

38.00 
30.00 


■ Totals, 

■ MiSCVLLAHEOUS. 

Bakers, 
Bank Officer, 
Boarding-House Keepei 
Butchers, 
Cw>k, 

Drayman, . 
Furnace Tender^ 
Gentleman, 
Landlord, . 
Marine News Collector 
Stevedore, . 
8tage Drivers, 
Teamster, . 
K Waiter, , 

■ Totals, 

0. Females. 
Ctjok, 
Domestics, 
H Dressmaker, 


2 
4 

1 
1 

1 


2 
2 


1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

I 
1 




1 

2 

1 
1 


1 
1 


* 
1 


- 


6 
10 

2 

3 

2 


242 
435 

94 
50 
52 
151 
23 
49 
25 
62 
68 
78 
47 
57 
82 
37 


40.33 
4S.53 

47.00 
50.00 
52.00 
50.33 
23.00 
49.00 
25,00 
62.00 
68.00 
78.00 
47.00 
28.50 
82.00 
37.00 


3 

1 

1 


3 
1 


5 
2 


3 
2 


2 


1 
1 


1 


* 


18 

1 

7 
1 


875 

77 

326 

26 


48.61 

77.00 
46.42 
25.00 
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TabuX. Occupations. 1852-53. (kmsima. 



1^^^=^ 






JLGE*, 


^ 


f 


b 


oce^Mtttmn^ 


i 

s 
a 


9 
8 


s 

3 


S, 
& 
3 


S 

8 


a 

o 


1 

s 


s 

s 


■5JS 


•< 


Uonie Keepers^ . 
HiUiner, , 


r 1 


i 


3 

I 
1 


1 


2 

I 
1 


1 
1 


S 
1 


1 




' 


8 
I 

1 
1 
I 
fi 
S 


346 
74 
63 
55 
27 
75 
62 


43.25 

74.00 
63.00 
56.00 
27.00 
37iO 
31.00 




7 


i 

I 


6 


4 

I 


3 


s 


1 
s 


- 


25 

2 
6 


1IS9 

140 
260 


«.1S 

70.0Q 
fi2.00 



laSS-Saj OCCUPATIOI^S of Bn>IVIDUAIi.B. 



EECAPIITLATION 


OF 


TABLE X. 




AG£3. 


i 
2i 


s 




ft f 


d 

s 


d 


o 

i 


d 

D 

i 


d 
2 


2 

o 


a 
o 


S 
s 


H 

< 


4. Agriculturists, . 
B. Laboi^rSr 

5. MaTkufBcturers^ ^ 

^4, Mecbanicsj Artiaan% &c. 
^. Merchant?, Traders, &Cj 
tJI. Professional Men^ 
^y. Seafaring Men, 
*8* Miaeellaiicous, , 


3 
15 

1 
U 

2 
4 
3 


3 
8 
2 
1 
4 
2 
2 
3 


1 

10 

1 

6 
4 

1 
1 
5 


7 
4 
3 
6 
I 

3 


10 
2 
1 
8 
1 
1 
2 
2 


12 
3 

5 
3 

1 
1 


11 
1 

3 
1 


3 


50 
43 

8 
46 
13 

6 
10 
18 


3404 
18U6 
361 
2281 
692 
2^ 
435 
875 


68.08 
42.00 
46.12 
49.58 
53.23 
40.33 
43.50 
48.61 


Gmnd Totals, 

flB, Females, 

^0. Paupers^ 

Males, 

Females, 


31* 
7 

2 


31 
2 

1 


29 
6 


24 

4 

1 


27 
3 


35 
3 


16 

1 
2 


3 


194 
35 

S 
6 


10,096 
1129 

140 

260 


62.04 
45.16 

70.00 
52.00 



ae 
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Table XL Supplebientabt to Table X. 
Exkibiting the Occupations of Minor s^ so far as reported. 





AGEi. 
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1^ 


s . 

CO 

< 


t 


OCC0PjLTiaH8' 


iS 


h 


1 


>* 


^ 


5 


MiKoits — Mdei. 
Barber, 
Carpenter, - 
Farmer, 
Laborers^ 
Plaster ArtiBt, 
Student, 


so 

20 
16 
16 
16 
16 

18 
17 

10 


n 


20 


20 


20 


1 

1 
1 

5 

1 
1 


20 
20 
16 
93 
16 
16 


20.00 
20.00 
16.00 
18.60 
16.00 
16.00 


Totals, 

llmoEs — Ftfmdt, 
Bomeslic, , 

Tailoress, , 
Teacher, 


. 


10 

1 
1 
1 


181 
18 

n 

19 


18.10 

18.00 
17.00 
19.00 


Totals, 






3 


54 


18.00 
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FIKST REGISTRATION EBPOET. [K 




REPORT. 



fflN presenting the first Report that has ever been issued by State 
muthorityj on the important subject of the Registration of Births, 
Marriages, and Deaths in Ehode Island, it is fitting to pass in re- 
view, as brieily as possible^ the history of legislation thereon, and 
to refer to the principal movementa which eventuated in the en- 
aotnient of the law that is now in force, and under which the re- 
sults arrived at by its operation are here embodied for the infor- 
mation of the Legislature, and the benefit of the Public. 

HISTORY OF REGISTRATIVE LEGISLATION, 

■We have taken especial pains to examine every public docu- 
ment, whether in manuBcript or print, to which we have been ena- 
bled to gain access, relating to the Acts and Resolves of the Colony 
and State, from its first settlement to the present time- 

Influenced by that strict regard for justice, that earnest solicitude 
for the protection of individual rights, and that ardent zeal for the 
peservation of public morals, which strongly characterized the 
founders of Providence Plantations, they, amongst their earliest 
acts, passed one relating to our present subject; so that the germ 
of Registration may be said to be coeval with the Colony itself. 

The Code of Laws in which this ia to be found was " made and 
agreed upon at the General Court of Election, held at Portsmouth, 
on Rhode iBland, the 19th, 20th and 21st of May, 1647, for the 
Colony and province of Providence,** 
^3.^he following is the Law,* viz. : 

^p We quote fixjm a copy of tlic only edition ever i&Bacd. For this the pabHc \$ great! j 
^lebtcd to His HonoF Judg© Staples, whoso well knowti antifiuarian skill and caution la 
teaeirch arc ample gnaranticA fbr tbe faithfulnoas with which he estectited his lelf-imposed 
iifik. We were desiroua of q^uoting from tho original, in order to proscrTc the ancient 
Orthagraphy ; but on application at the Secretary of State's oflficc, we learned, much to 
m^ rqgf«t, that both the original Record and the maniispript co]>j, the only one in ex* 
blviice, had been sent to Newfjort, under the sanction of the Ckneral Assembly, for the 
il«a of ft gentleman engaged in hiatorkol Inrestigations. 

6 
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" MARRIAGE. 

It 13 agreed and ordered by the attthority of this preient As* 
sembly, for the preventing many evils and miaehiefs that may fol- 
low thereon^ that no contract or agreement between a man and z 
woman to own each other as man and wife, shall be owned from 
henceforth thronghoiit the whole Colony a^ a lawful marriage^ 
nor their children or is^ue bo coming together to be legitimate m 
lawfully begotten, but such ae are, in the first place^ with the pa* 
rents' consent, then orderly published in two several meetings U 
the townsmen, and lastly confirmed before the head officer of tte 
town and entered into the town clerk's book* And that man that 
goes contrary to this present ordinance esstablighed^ shall forfeit 
five pounds to the parents of the maid^ and be bound to his good 
behavior ; and all the accessoriea shall forfeit five pounds a man, 
half whereof shall go to the grieved parents, and the other half to 
the town." 

The next earliest Act, we have seen, is among those passed by 
the General Court of Commissioners at Warwick, March, 1655-5fc 
It is as follows, viz. ; 

^' It is ordered, that Marriages shall be published at a town 
meeting, or on a training day at the head of the company, or by & 
i^Trittng under the Magistrate's hand fixed upon some noted place 
in the town. 

'^ It is ordered, that in case the bans of Marriage be forbiddcili 
the pcuiy coming before two Magistrates, shall be examined, if 
they disallow, they shall refer them to the next General Court of 
Trials, and if they allow, they may marryJ* 

On page 22d of a manuscript, in folio, in the Secretary of State'i 
office, entitled, ** Laws and Acts made Prom the settlement of ^H 
Majestyes Colony of Rhode Island and Providence PlantationaiM 
the Gen^^ Assembly of s** Colony, & Confirmed by authority th^H 
of, according to his Majestyes Gracious Charter, granted iSl 
B'^ Colony in y« fifteenth year of his Reign Anno Domini," [16flSt]1 
we find the subjoined, viz* : I 

"And by this Assembly & y* Authority thereof we doe Enact k 
declare all marriages shall be in way manner & form as Followeth 
y* man y* hath A respect to a maid & doth desire to obtaine her 
In Marriage If her Parents be Liveing shall first acquaint her Pa- 
rente thereof and upon their Consenting thereto he shall have 
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^Kueg of roatrimony aet np in a PubMck Place in y* Town or be 
Hibtished two sever' times In A Publick Assembly In the Town 
IFthere remaine from after y^ first Publication Term Day- s (& 
' iff wards before one of the Gencr^' officers shall they be married) 
according to y^ Usual! Custome of this place & then a Certificate 
shall be given by y*' Officer y* Joy nee them togeather in Marriage 
to y^ party so married who shall Carry it to the Clarke of y* Town 
where y* Marriage was Solemixed & have it Placed upon Record 
JG y* p'^aon y^ Goes Contrary to y" above s* act Shall forfeit five 
Pounds to y* Parents of y^ Maid & if they Presume to goe to take 
Each oth^ contrary t<i this act he shall not onely forfiet five Pomids 
but be bound to his Gt>od behaviour 6c all accessaries shall forfiet 
five Pounds one half whereof shall go to the Greived Parent-s & 
y* 0th*' halfe to y* iise of y'^ Town & their Children or Issue y^ any 
fthaH have w**'oiit thia due & orderly Course by Law hereby En* 
acted shall be looked at not to be Legitimate," 

In the printed copy of the Laws passed in the sixteenth year of 
the Reign of Charles the Second, A. D- 1663, there will be found 
on p, l*2th, ^* An Act for Preventing Clandestine Marriages," It 
forbids any one being married without publication by ten days 
exposure of banns in some public place, or by being published 
*'Two several times in a Publick Assembly" in the Town *' where 
tlie Persons designing to Marry dwell"; authorizes ^^any Assist- 
ant» Justice of the Peace or Warden, to intermarry" the Persons 
m published ; requires him to fiunish the Persons married, a Cer- 
tificate of the fact^ which they shall carry to the Town Clerk, and 
»* place the same to Record/' ** The OJficer that Marries them and 
gives a Certificate shall have three shillifi^s for the sameJ^ Any 
one who " &hall Marry with any Female " contrary to Law, is 
wubject to a penalty of Five Pounds^^^ to be " Recovered by the 
Eown Treasurer/' &c* 

immediate connection with this Act, and apparently consti- 
bng a clause of it, is the following, viz. : 

^ANI> i^e it further Eitaded by the AniharUt^ aforesaid^ That the 
ilonies seal, shaH liave Engraven thereon an Anchor, and the 
^otto thereof shall be the word HOPE. 

Accidental though this juxtaposition may be, we can but in- 
dulge a hope of its proving a happy augury that the fond antici- 
pations we entertain in regard to the successful operation of the 
BBt Registration Act, will not be disappointed. 
P^Tbe next action that wc can trace, was had at the General A&- 
^mbly held at Newport May 3d, 1665, In this, \i^\51\wi ivok* 
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ticed that the law of 1647 it» alluded to ; and it will also be i 
that, owing to tlie lax manner in which former acts had been re^ 
garded, farther legislation became necessary. The Axst sets fbrtb 
that, 

^^ The Assembly do, by this present act, order and dedare, that 
the law to that end made at a Court in May, in the year 1647| 
shall be punctually observed throughout this jurisdiction, and also 
that any and all other orders made since, in this Colony as relat- 
ing to the said law of Marriage, wherein the order and way of 
publications or recording of Marriages arc prescribed, be also ob* 
served, and that the said law and orders be the more duly minded 
and observed by all persons within this jurisdiction, it is ordered and 
declared by this Assembly and the authority thereof, that besides 
the penalty or penalties anexed to the aforesaid law or orders in 
case of non-observance thereof, there shall be a further penalty 
henceforth in such case inflicted on persons that shall otherwise 
presume to marry or live together as man and wife, that is to say, 
they shall be proceeded against and punished as for fomicatioD, 
and that fronk time to time, or from one General Court of Trials 
to another, until they shall either live apart or observe the rule 
premised and prescribed in the aforesaid law and orders. 

" Yet, nevertheless, it is hereby to be understood, that any jier- 
sons now living within the confines expressed in our late Charter 
given by his Majesty to this Colony, and that are reported to 
live together as man and wife, by the common observation or 
account of their neighbors before this Act was passed, shall not 
come under any of the censures, fines, and penalties in any the 
forepremised Act or orders, or in this present one concerning Mar^ 
riages, contained or expressed, however there may have been some 
neglect of the due observation of the rules and directions to that 
end therein contained and prescribed, which, through the several 
alterations, interruptions and other overturns in this jurisdiction 
hath, on sundry occasions happened heretofore, neither shall any 
person, whether man or woman, so reputed now of having lived 
as married, though not having observed punctually the rules pre- 
scribed, take any advantage thereof to leave either such wife or 
such husband, neither shall the children of such be reputed illegit- 
imate, but all such reputed marriages formerly made and not hith- 
erto detected or complained against by a due progress of law» or 
already by the Assembly disannulled or punished, shall be and 
are by the authority of this Assembly deemed to be good, firm and 
authentic to all intents and purposes, as if every such marriage 
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ifere made according tO| or persons bo rejmted err living together 
aa man and wife in the observation of the neigh borsj had fully and 
tt^]^ observed the rules and punetillioa in the former lawB^ actsi 
^^brders before intendedj express d or containedj and this Aet to 
^Hanthentie to all intents and purposes premised any former law, 
BKa or orders, clause or clauses in the said law, act or order to 

t contrary hereof in any wise notwithsstanding/^ 
Following this is another clause for the more effectnal enforce* 
ht^ and the punishment of breaehes, of a certain law pa&^§ed 
Blay, 16r57| which not pertaining to our presteiit purpose, we omit 
transcribing. 

khe various Acts, which from time to time had been passed in 
■en^e to Births, Marriages and Deaths, did not meet with that 
fttrtet obaervanee they should have done ; for 

** Att a Generall Assembly held at Newport May Sd, 1699," as 
appears by reference to p. B3d of the manuscript already quotedj it 

E' and necessary to pass a ftirther ** Act for Eegisteritig Mar- 
Births and Burialls.^ The Preamble^ which sets forth the 
Ities that had arisen in consequence of the non-compliance 
lirith former ActSj — and the Act itself — are in the words following, 
viz.: 

WHEREAS this Assembly haveing had some Information 

yt ye Ttv^ays of Marriages ^v^^ by Law hath been solemnized 

throughont this Colony according to y^ Law^j? & Ordinances made 

aad Enacted for y^ End but some neglect have been in not so duly 

hy some People in most Towns in this Colony obser\^ed in not 

makeing Reeord of their Marriages and Births of there Children 

and not Entering on Record According to y^ Laws so Enacted & 

! made y^ Register of y^ p^sons Decea^id whereby isome p^sons have 

taken y« advantage of y« Law to Eender such p^sons in s^ Colony 

not duly observeing y^ Act of Registering their Marriages &co. aa 

l|to deetare all snch Children not born nnd^ y^' Register abovemen- 

^Hied to be Illegetimate w^^ Looks not well in any Pfson or 

^Kjns so Casting any Reproach on any, & for a more ordfly 

^Hgistenng the MarriagCB Births & Burialla according to y« Laws 

^■tiiis Colony Bee it Enacted by this Assembly & y^ Authority 

^Kreo^ & it is hereby Enacted y* all Marriages yt have been 

Hlemnized throughout this Colony Ae^^ording to y« Laws of 

B^ Colony shall & are hereby Declared to be LawfnII & good in 

^HUaw to Issue and Children bom to Inherit & Possess any 

^Kads &c, although there hath not been y' due care in Registering 
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y^ marriage a Ac births &€. according to ajiy former Act mail&^ri 
Enacted in any wiae to y* Contrary notw^^'standing* ^H 

NEVERTHELESS its y* Inteut of this Act y* all p'^aafl 
y» future shall didy & truly obfler\*e y^ Acts & Liaws of this Colo-j 
ny to Proceed in Marriages in all y^ Towns in this Colony j&tel 
Carrying into y« Town Gierke of each Town there Marriageii dH 
Births of their Children and Bariall of there Dead w^'^in ten days 1 
after all such thingis are past & every Town Gierke shall mate a 
true &c due Record thereof it Bee it Further Enacted y^ y* Town 
Gierke of eveiy Town shall return unto y* head Maje»trate «f J 
every To^ti or Cheif Justice of y*' Peace once in a year y» acco* of 1 
all such Marriages births & burialk when required y* a due Cone \ 
in Law may be obser\'ed & y» table of fees shall be as foUoweth. 
To y« Magestrate y* Joynes or Pronounceth y« Lawfullnesfi of I 
y» Marriage & for a Certificate to y* Person Married XOO:03i00 

The Town Clerk^^ Fees. 
To yo Registering y* Marriage, • - i 00:00:06 

To Registering of Births Each, - - - JE 00:00:04 

To Registering of Burrialk Each^ - - £TO:OOiOi,'* 

In the same manuscript, on page 93d, is an Act entitled ** An 
Act for Preventing Unlawful Marriages ;'' the earliest precediBg 
date to which is *' Newport the Thirtyeth Day of April 1700.** It 
will be seen, by the tenor of it, that the frameis deemed former 
laws not sufficiently rigorous, I 

By this Act all persons " Desirous to be Joyned togetlier in 
Marriage" were required to make *' application to some person in 
authority" for a publication in writing, which was to " be sett up 
in some Public Place," and there remain " for ye Space of Fou> 
teen Days," If the persons came from any other Government, 
they were required to produce a Certificate that they were ** Cleaie 
from all others," and had " eoropiyed with such laws & orders" as 
were there in force. Any Person in Authority presuming to ^^ J<jp 
persons Together in Marriage unlawfully" was subject^ for the 
first offence, to forfeirt '^ the sum of five pounds in money/' and 
for the second, ** ten pounds for the use of the Colony & be sus- 
pended his Office/' 

By the Act of 1663j the bridegroom alone incurred a penalty 
for violating its requisitions ; no such discrimination or partiality 
was manifested by this later Act, for the final clause declares, 

** That if any Persons shall presume to take themselves in Ma^ 
riage or to be Joyned together in Marriage in this Colony y* have 
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H^ fimt been Publishedf^* &c, &c, ^^ y^ p^^raoii or pefBons io of- 
HRidiiig shall foTfeit as a fine to y« Colony y^ siuii of live poundti 
m money or be Impikoned three uiotitha in the Comon Goal or 
sufff CorporaU Piinishment not Exceeding thirty nine stripes iipoa 
his Naked Back at y^ Pubiick Whipping Poat Any Act or Acts 
to the Contrary not withstanding." 

The next Legislative action will be found anaong the ** Laws 
Made and Past by the General Assembly — ^Held at Wurwicky the 
29th Day of October, 1701," On p. 47th of the edition of the "Acts 
and Laws" printed at '^ Boston, in New England'^ A, D. 1719, we 
find " An Act, in addition* to an Act, for preventing of Clandestine 
Marriages : And also for the Eegistring of Marriages, Births & 
■ Burials." 

l^ftTbat portion of the Act relating to Clandestine Marriages is es- 
^Batially similar to the preceding Act, and we shall therefore omit 

By this, no one was allowed to be married excepting by an Ag* 

$istanl^ Justice of the Peace, or Warden of the Colony^ unless 

** Lawfully Married according' to the Laws, Customs, Usage & 

-Ceremony of the Church of England^ as by Law Established," or 

I^Bhily Married according to the Toleration allowed" the *^ People 

ffittled Quakers." The last two clauses of the Act are in the words 

following; viz. 

t^AND be a further Enacted, That all Marriages shall be Re- 
ded in the Town where they are Consummated, & the Aa«ia- 
tant. Justice or Warden, shall return the Names of those they 
Marry, and when Married, unto the Town Clerk, within Three 
Months after the Consummation thereof ; & shall Pay to the Town 
Clerk, Three pence for the^Registring thereof; & he shall be Paid 
Three Sfiilling's for the same, 

AND be it further Enacted by the AuthorUy aforesaid^ That all 
Births and Burials of all Children shall be Registred in the Town 
Clerk's Office, in the same Town where they happen to be Born 
or Die, by the Parents of such Children as shall be Born or Die, 
as aforesaid, within Two Month's time after the Birth or Burial 
thereof; for Registring of each, the Town Clerk shall be paid 
Four'pence, by the Parent of such Child or Children ; & that who- 
aoever shall Refuse or Neglect so to do, shall for every Month's 
^feglect after said Two Months is Expired, Forfeit Twelve-pence 

•In the Digest printed at Newport, Rliode Island " hj tlio Widow VnAnxhW, und to 
l« Mold Ht the Town SchooUHouac, MDCCSLV/', thia 19 iot fortl), iimply as " An AH 
for pmieniing of/' &c. wbcreb/ som9 might be tniiled, as wo, M %x%\ Tf^xe, 
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p«T Month ; to be recovered opon Canvictioti tfierwrf, m «iiy Onrt 
ot R^r<inl, by the ^1^71 Dre&^rer of said Topwn ; tiie one Moiety 
thereor for the Use of such Ihw^n Dreasurer bm shall wne far xh& 

In the Record of Proceed] ngft, at the fiession held April, 1708^ 
we find the followingj viz, ; 

w Whereas there is an Act of this Cbloity, that all marria|^ 
birfhii and buriab, shall be registered in the several Town Clerks' 
office in each respective town in this Colony , but there being m 
penalty imposed in said Act upon such persons as shall negkct 
or refuse to comply according to said Act, it has, for the mani 
part, or by the greatest part, been neglected and not complied 
with, be it therefore further enacted/' &c,, ** That if any person or 
|>ersons in thiti Colony shallj or do neglect or refuse, after the dis» 
solution of this Asscmblyj to give or send an account of their mar* 
riages, births and burials to the Town Clerk within the space pre- 
fixed ill said Act with the fees due for registering the same, shall 
be under the penalty of the forfeiture of three shillings, for the use 
of the poor of the town where the neglect shall be, io be taken by 
a warrant from a Jueticej or conservator of said town. 

" And it is further enacted, That if any Town Clerk, upon tlie 
return of any such marriages, births, or burials, with the fee due 
for registering the same^ shall neglect or refuse to make reeod 
thereof in the town book, which shall be appointed for that n^e, 
shall, for every such neglect-, forfeit the sum aforesaid) to be taken 
and put to the use aforementioned." 

The next movement, that we have been enabled to trace, took 
place nearly twenty years subsequently, when the foUowIng 
amendatory Act was passed by the General Assembly, held at 
Warwick^ the last Wednesday/ of October^ 1727, viz. : 

" An Act in Addition to an Act, for Recording' Mairiages, Birtbs 

and Burials, 

WHEREAS there is an Act of the General Assembly of tlii^ 
Colonff^ made in the Year 1701, JtequMtig' aU Marriagfh 
Births^ and Btmals, to be Recorded in Manner as is therein f.^ 
pressed^ and 'upon the Paim and Penalties therein conlmmii 
which has proved ineffectual hitherto^ to compel Persons to Regt^i^ 
their Marriages^ and the Births and Deaths of their Children and 
near Relations, b?/ Reason the Toii;n Treasurer, ti?ho is not tt« 
Recorder of such Marriages^ Births and Burials^ was Impowefd 
to sue/or the same* 
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fVoT remedying whereof for the Futnre, 

>E 1/ Ennvted bt/ the Gefteral As.^emhh/ of thu Ctthmt/, ami hy 
the Authority of (he ^ame it is Enacted^ That the Thwn Cirrk 
\ each reepertave Town in this Colony^ be, and he h hereby An* 
>ri2ed and Ira powered, to sue for and Recover of all and every 
Brson or Persons j that shall refnst* or neglect to Reg^isfer his or 
eir Marriage or Marriages, or the Birth or Death of his or their 
*n, as by the afon^said Act is enjoyiied, and on the same 
nalties, the one Moiety to be to and for the To}f?n Ckrk if he 
es for the same, and the other Moiety to and for the Vse of the 
a, to be Recovered before any Justice of the Peace, Warden j 



The next action was by the General Assembly ** held at Net&* 
^t% the first Moiidaf/ m December, 1733 ;" when was passed, 
"An Act for enabling the settled and ordained Mmisters and 
I Eiders of every Denomination of Christians in this Colony, to 
[Join Persons together in Marriage," 
\ The preamble sets forth that 

'HERE AS the Ctergy of the Church of Eit^land,and the Peo- 
ple^ Cidled Quakers, an^ empowered and tolerated to publish 
join Persons together in Marriage : and the Charter of this 
olony gives equal Rig-hts and Privileges* to all the reiigions socie* 
in this Governmeni; yet no Provision has hitherto been made 
any Act of Assieniblt/^ that the Ministers or Elders of the Rres- 
erian and Baptist Perswasions should have the Liberty topuif 
gh and tnarry* 

)BE IT ENACTED,'' &e. 

The last clauge of this Act, which is all, that for our purposesj 
\ is necessary here to copy, is as follows : 

Y^ AND he it further Enacted^ That every Minister or Elder 

lall keep an exact Account of all Marriages performed by either 

f them, viz, i The Names of the Parties, and Time when married, 

nd return the Parties' Names once every year after the Com- 

foencement of this Act, to the Clerk of the Town where each 

marriage was consummated, to be by him registered, when the 

«aid Clerk shall be paid Six Peuce by the Minister or Elder for the 

Registring of each marriage. Moreover, every such Minister or 

Elder shall be allowed Three Shillings by the Parties by them 

^larried, for joining such Persons together in marriage." 

"in the Digest of Acts and Laws 1766, will be found two Acta, 
The first on psige 172 et seq. is entitled " An Act to ipi<iNit\i\. cisa^u* 
T 
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j(fura^p ^ -rTv^mit^i t*: u «: iii ".tii a* * lo.? 

S£uii«r,*r ir iliiwr ;c U7' •* C-:c ^ 

^'uimo. V^.:i*r/ :r 0.»i4«r*»:a:*L.* it: : juii : 

"^'otm ^cci^JkS'Jr.c '^. z:j:kjCjf: ^ a. M'^'iL'cer or Elifer 
* -*5^r„/. t^iic V* ♦c^flUL.M''' ti: - >ibii*a Ta»» Boak* — ^ Tliree sever- 
:u h*i;iu:sfci4. H.'A>iftT'». '-jt ov;ai» lMj-5 oc pohfic Wcniiip, in the 
)A^*f^siiqL •ti 'itf: 1*rwTu "nert ^ifee Pazwd i g gy e ctit g li belong." 
^ Txo 't»»«i*.-Aft Wrawwse* a:; vine isea*c^ are letpdEed 10 be prenent 
«r» u^ S^Aftt&Aiza;rK» of The Manriae^. be:«iik? the person officia- 
UAjt: %a^ ttK V^^ id estabiboed ai Tbree Shiffin^ PnsiMia are 
f%r;i:»«fi^ r/> pvryinc^ C'iTtmcates of PnbikaikNBL and if they ccnne 
iffrtu ^tyfjXti*^ Goremm^ar. Ccruncaies that iher bare ccMiibimed 
u> tlw; L^vi of such GoTcmmenc 

TTm P^oaltT anin^ Oficers or Muu^ceis nnlawfiillT j<Hning 
^ Person* u«crtber in Maniage'^ wa^ macie exoecdin^hr aerere in 
eompaiiMW to what it fonneilT had been. On eonTicci«Hi, he was 
to ^ forfeit and pay as a Fine into the General Tieamry the Snm 
of One Hundred Pounds," and if the Offender was an Assistant, 
Jnstir^ or Warden, he was to -* be suspended from his Office and 
adjudi?^ and rendered incapaUe forever afterwards ot sustaining 
any Office in the Colony.** A like Penalty was to beinfficted, in 
case any Officer or Minister should pnesume knowingly to many 
Per?ionii who had Wives or Husbands living. 

The corporal punishment, to which Persons manying contrary 
to Law rendered themselves liable by a jvevious Act, was abol- 
ished, and such Offenders were rendered subject to a Kne of 
Twenty Pounds, or to " Three Months Imprisonment" 

The second Act, which may be found on pp. 175 and 176, is 
entitled, ^ \^ Act for registering Mazriages, Births, and Burials." 
By this Act, Officers or Ministers marrying Persons are directed 
irom#'^iately afterwards to famish them a Certificate according to 
a prencribex] Form, which, the married Persons are required *^ with- 
in One Month's Time" thereafter, to have " registered in the Town 
Cl^rrk's Offiwj," under a Penalty of " Six Pence per Month" "for 
every Month's Neglect." 
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Parents are required to have the Births and Deaths of their chil- 
dren "fegistered by the Town Clerk of the Town where they hap- 
n to be born or die, within Two Montha after the Birth or 
,th ;" and for every Month's Neglect afterwardw, they are Buh* 
ject to a Penalty of Six Pence per Month. 

The Town Clerks were empowered to recover all Fines and 
Forfeitures^ before a Court of Justices or Wardens in the Town 
where the Fine was incurred, ** by an Action of Debt, One Moie- 
ty thereof for the Uae of the aaid Town, & the other Moiety to and 
for the Use of the said Town Clerk who shall sue for the same " 
In the Digest of 1798 there are two Act8. The first is designed 
to prevent clandestine Marriages. It corresponds in most partic- 
alarii to that of 1766, The privilege or authority of performing 
tlie rites is extended ** to the ordained Minister of any religious 
LCnomination in the town" — also to **any^'^ — '' Judge of the Su- 
•preme Judicial Court or Justice of a Court of Common Pleas," 
Parties Uving in different towns are required to be pubUshed in 
both. Fee for manying is one dollar. No one authorized under 
a penalty of two hundred dollars to *^join in marriage any white 
person with any Negro, Indian or mtUatto.*' Such marriages are 
declared null and void. Parties about being married required to 
produce a certificate of publication when the ceremony is to be 
perfonned by some one other than him by whom published. The 
wayt in which objections to marriages are to be made, is pointed 
out< The penalty for unlawfully joining persons in marriage is 
fixed at not more than one thousand nor less than fifty dollars ; 
and the penalty for marrying a person known to have a husband 
or wife living is five hundred dollars. The penalty for presuming 
to be married illegally is fifty dollars. 

The second Act relates more immediately to our subjeetj being 
designed to regulate the registering of Marriages, Births and Bu- 
TialSi This is, essentially, the law to be found in the digest of 
1766^ substituting, in conformity to our Currency, eight cents pen- 
"^ ty, for " Six Pence," 

The Marriage Act, in the Digest of 1822, is mainly a repetition 
cf that of 1798; the only material variation being the increasing 
of the penalty for marrying persons illegally, by subjecting the 
person ofBciating, to imprisonment for the space of mx months. 
The Registration Act is a transcript of that of 1798. 

The Marriage Act in the Digest of 1844, with slight modifica* 
ions, and tlie rendering a person illegally officiating liable to a 
fine or imprisonment, instead of to both, remains as previouslif- 
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The Rpgiefry Act contains iome iniportant additions and 
modifications. Aa portions of this are itill in force, we here pub* 
lieh it, 

" It is enacted btf the General A.s.<emMt/ as follows : 

Section 1, Every pereon authorized bylaw to join persons in 
maniage shall, within sL\ty days after the Boiemni^atioii of any 
inarfiage, lodge with the town clerk of the town in which sneh 
inan'iage was solemnised, a certificate of euch marriage, in the 
following form, to w^ii : 

*' I hereby certify that of son of and — " of 

daiighter of were lawfully united in marriage on the 

day of « by me," and pay him for recording the same 

the sum of ten cents j upon the penalty of five dollars for every neg* 
lect 

Sec. 2* Every parent shall lodge with the town clerk of the 
town in which he resides j a certificate signed by himself of the 
birth of each of his children, within two months after birth, upon 
the penalty of one dollar for every neglect* 

Sec. 3. The executor or admin istratcw: of eyery deceased per- 
son shall, within two months after the granting of letters test^ 
mentary or of administration, and if the deceased be a minor^ 
then the parent or guardian of the deceased shall, within two 
months from the death of said minor, lodge with the town clerk 
of the town in which the deceased lafit dwelt, a certificate in writ- 
ing under his hand of the time of the death of the deceased, upon 
the penalty of one dollar. 

Sec. 4. The town clerk of each town shall record the certiii- 
eates of marriages, births and deaths, so lodged with him for rec- 
ord, in a proper book or books, to be kept for such purpose only, 
upon the penalty of ten dollars for each neglect 

Sec< 5. All penalties under this act may be siied for and re- 
covered by action of debt, before any justice of the peace in the 
town where they are incurred, by the treasurer of said town, to 
and for the use of the said town : provided always^ that such suit 
be brought within two years after the right of action occurred,^' 

This Act seems to have met with no satisfactory response from 
those designated to carry out it-s provisions, and in consequence 
it soon became, and remained, a dead letter in the statute book. 

From the want of suitable interest in the subject, the impres- 
sion that no legislation could reach it, so as to render attai»able- 
the infoTmation desired, — the idea that facts, in number and ^a— 
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riety iufficieiit to render the resulttj arrived at of any practical im- 
port, could not be gatheredj^ — the almoBt utter destitution of the 

ascription of knowledge which would impre&s the community 
d the Legislature with the manifold advantages that must How 

•Qm a diligent cultivation and methodic investigation and study 

f Vital Statistics, and the due enforcement of judicious sanitary 

,easures, some of these reasons, or all of them combined, with 

irhaps others not here specilied, tended to produce a lukewarm- 
nesa in the community, which dampened the ardor of the advc^ 

ites of this great reformatory measure ; and in consequence, at- 

ntion was for a season withdrawn from it* 

Having been led to notice the legislative action had, from time 
to time, in relation to Marriage, in consequence of the laws of 
'gistratioii having grown out of, or being originally included 
Vitli it, we subjoin, in order to fiu'nish a complete view of the 
Marriage enactments, the first section of the Act now in force, 

iich was passed by the General Assembly, at the January Sea* 

on, 1849< It is entitled, 

^An Act in amendment of an act to prevent Clandestine Mar- 
riages," 

15 enacted by the General Auemblp as follows: 

Section 1* Any minister or elder domiciled in this State j or 
oilier person authorized by law to "join persons in marriage, may 
ioin persons in marriage, after the intention of marriage has been 
uce published in some public religious meeting by some person 
"authorized to join persons in marriage. If either or both of the 
parties reside in this State, such publication shall be made in the 
town where the parties reside, and if they reside in different towns, 

en in each town where either shall reside. So much of the act 
lereby amended as requires any different mode of publication, or 
requires any persons coming from other States to be published ac- 
cording to the laws of such States, is hereby repealed/* 

By the second and only other section, persons who join others 
in inarriage, or who are married illegally, render themselves liable 
►0 the penalties specified in the former Act. 

The subject of Registration, although perhaps occasionally al- 
luded to despondlngly and regrettiiigly by its Mends, was not 
in seriously agitated antil the year 1849, when the Hon, Wil- 
*ini Updike, a gentleman well known for the energy and efficiejicy 
with whicli he has espoused many causes by him deemed of essen-* 
'W moment to the public weal^ was stimulated to the cnterpri^fc 

i arousing once more the attention of the GenemV ka^^TD^csVj Xsi 
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the importance, indeed we may say the necessity, of taking some 
decisive registrative aetion in thia State. 

For the purpose of obviating what he* conceived to be the de- 
fects in the former Actp, which caused tiiem to be inoperative, he 
introduced into the Legislature a bill, making it compulsory on 
PhyBicianiss, niider a heavy penalty for neglect^ annually to furnish 
complete Rettu-ne of aU the Births and Deaths occurring within 
their practice. It is in the words following, viz. : 

'* An Act in addition to * An Act for regis tering Marriages, Births, 

and Deaths.* 
It is enacted % the General Assiemhit/ asfollmrs : 

Section 1. That everj^ practicing physician and stirgeon in 
this State shall keep an annual register of the birth of every chUd 
in the course of his practice, and the name of the parent and sex 
of such child: and shalJj also, keep an annual register of the death 
of every patient to whom he shall be professionally called, and 
therein state the name, day and place of the death of such patient, 
the disease whereof he died, the occupation or profession of such 
patient, and whether single or married, and whether he died a 
naiiual, aecidentcd or suicidal death, or in consequence of a duel ; 
and on or before the first day of February, in each year, every 
such physician or surgeon gshall transmit an attested copy of such 
annual register containing all the entries aforesaid required, up to 
the first day of the preceding January of every year, to the Presi- 
dent of the Rhode Island Medical Society, under the penalty oF 
fifty dollars. 

Sec, 2. That the President of the said Rhode Islaud Medical 
Society, or the person acting as such for the time being, shall 
classify and make out a tabular statement from the registers afore- 
said, with such remarks as he may think necessary, and present 
report thereof to the General Assembly at the May Session, annu-^- 
ally, luider the penalty of fifty dollars." 

This bill was not passed ; but the strong position assumed b; 
its mover unquestionably had a happy influence, and was proba 
Wy one means of concentrating the efforts and eliciting the 
operation of the Medical Profession for the accomplishment of i)m ^ 
great purpose aimed at. For, siibsequcntly, as appears by th»e 
Records of the Rhode Island Medical Society, (June 27th, 184^,^ 
the following preamble and resolution offered by I>r. Mauran, 
were adopted ; 
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■ '* Whereas^ The LegiBlatiire of this State having at the present 
■e««^!oii passed to a second reatling, certain resolutions tonching 
"H\e important question of Registration of Births, Marriages and 

Deaths, and raised a committee of conference with this Society — 

■ M is therefore Re solve d^ That a special committee of three be 
^appointed to confer with the Legislative Committee, and report 
It the ensuing semi'fliinnal meeting of this Society. Drs. J. Mau» 

KQ} U» Parsons and L. Miller, were appointed this Committee," 

I Dr, Mauran, as Chairman of the Committee mentioned above, 
Bread a paper before that body, on the subject of Registration, 
■wherein the Hon, Mr, Updike's bill was referred to, and com* 
mented upon ; and a form of enactment, free from its objectiuna- 
■Me features, yet not less decided in its character, was Buggested 
MBB a substitute. This paper was approved by the members, and 
bhe views therein set forth, were adopted by a fomial vote. Dee. 
m% 1849, as expresBing the sense of the Society : the CJomraittee 
isras continued for the purpose of conferring " with a CkimJiiittee 
liom the General As^sembly" and of effecting, if possible, the pas- 
sage of a law in accordance with the outlines submitted. A Me- 
morial was accordingly prepared, and at the January Session A, D* 
1850, the Chairman of the Committeej who had been untiring in 
worthy efforts, presented it to the General Assembly, by which 
iy it was nnanimously referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
iary. That Committee held a series of meetings, at which the 
parlous bearings of this momentous subject on the welfare of the 
State, were laboriously investigated and deliberately discussed. 
The result was the drafting, and reporting a bill for the consider- 
ation of the Legislature, 

On the eighth of February, the order of the day being under 

consideration, the House of Representatives, on motion of Mr* 

^^Holden of Warwick, ^' Voted that Dr. Mauran be invited to ad- 

^Bdress them,'' in reference to the general character and principles of 

^Hthe bill. This gentleman kindly and promptly accepted the invi- 

^^tation, ^^ and gave a very interesting and instrnctive sketch of the 

legislation on this subject upon the Continent and in this Coun- 

tiyj and illustrated the great importance of the information re- 

qnired by the bill and the beneficial results that had been derived 

in those Countries where such a system of Registration had been 

adopted." 

The bill reported was thereupon, on motion of the Hon* Wil- 
ikins Updike^ taken up, discussed, and after suitable explanatioi^s^ 
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und tmdergoing sundry amendments, it passed the Uou^e, almost 
n iiaiiimoiia!) - 

On the 14th of Febmary, " the Senate* an motion of the Hon. 
Stephen Branch of Providence, al&o invited Dr. Mauran to address 
them ; which he accordingly did. He made a very able and in* 
terei^ting explanation of the obje?cts of the bill^ and especially set 
forth the operation of siinilar ones in thiis Country and in Europe- 
He illuBtrated at some length the importance of the bill^ and the 
necessity for itB passage for the better development of the causes 
of health and mortality, &c. &c, ; and was listened to with marked 
attention," 

The Honse bill^ after undergoing sundry moditicattons, passed 
the Senate, and, in due course, became the law. 

As most sections of this law are recognised by the one now in 
force, to which we shall presently call attention, It is unnecessary 
for us here to present any portions but those which are peeullartci 
itj and proved the main cause of its falling lifeless, together with 
such other portions as are omitted in the reprint issued May 29th^ 
1832, After a preamble, which will be found on page 62d, it con* 
tinu^s, 

^^/i! is enacted bif the General AssemMi/ as follows : 

Section !• It shall be the duty of all trustees of school distride 
to secure a faithful and accurate record of all marriages, births, 
and deaths of the inhabitants of their respective districts, contract- 
ed or occurring after this act goes into operation, to be collected 
and returned either by themselves or by some one to be by ihm 
appointed, the return to be under oath, to their several school com* 
mitteesj in the same manner as required for school returns, and for 
such periods as may be prescribed by the Commissioner of public 
schools, and by the school committee transmitted to the Ckimmii- 
sioiicr of public schools and to the town clerk, to be recorded in 
books to be furnished for that purpose. 

Sec. 2. The Commifsioner of public schools shall receive said 
retuTJis, and make annually a general abstract of the same, and 
shall, with the assistance, if furnished, of a special committee ftm 
the Rhode Island Medical Society, publish the same in form and 
manner hereinafter prescribed for general statistical information, 
and shall submit the same to the General Assembly. 

Sec. 3, Blank forms of record shall be furnished by the Secie- 
tary of State to school districts, clergymen, physicians, undef^" 
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crsj trustees of school districts, school committees, town clerke and 
clerks of the societies of Friends." 



'* Bee, 9. The trustees of any school district or person by them 
appointed^ shall receive from the city or town treasurer, upon cer- 
tificate of the town clerk that the service has been performed^ for 
ach and every record of marriage, birth or death, procured to be 
ie by them or himj and transmitted as above, the sura of ten 
^nts| and every clergyman, clerk of a society of Friends, and 
^strate autliori^ed to join persons in marriage j for each and 
^ery record of a marriage, and every parent for each and every 
record of a birth of his or her child, and every physician or under* 
ker for each and every record of a death by him procured to be 
de as aforesaid, the sum of five cents, to be paid out of the 
m or city treasury upon certificate as aforesaid : I^ovided^ that 
lie compensation of the trustees of a school district or person by 
them appointed shall not be less than one dollar in any one year*" 

Blanks and Blank Books were prepared in the Secretary's Of- 
' and forwarded, with a copy of the Act and the subjoined ex- 
Hanatory Circular, to the different functionarieSj designated in the 

"CIRCULAR, 

PbovidencEj June 1, 1850, 

The Legislature having at their last January Session passed 
act to provide for the registration of births, marriages and 
Ifeaths,' it has become the duty of the Commissioner of Public 
Schools and officers under the school law to aid in carrying it in- 
to effect. The follo^nng is a brief abstract of the duties to be 
performed by the several classes of officers, &c, 

L TruHees of School Dlstrieis. Trustees of School Districts 

will keep an account of all births, maiTiages and deaths {inelu* 

ding all the particulars hereinafter mentioned) occurring in their 

everal districts, for the school year ending May Xst, and return 

ne same under oath to the School Committees at the time of 

' making the returns of their Schools. The compensation for this 

vice is specified in Sec. 9 of the Act 

^ 2. School Commiiiees are required to digest these returns and 

osniit one copy to the Town Clerk and one copy to the Cora* 

lissioner of Public Schools, 

Z. Toton Clerks. In the towns of Providence, Newport, Bris- 
and Warren, the Town Clerks are to receive tW retotix'^ ixo\^ 
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clergymen, physicians, &c., and to transmit them to the Commis- 
sioner of Public Schools. 

4. Courts of Probate are not to grant any letters testamentary 
or of administration mitil the death of the person is certified to the 
Town Clerk according to law. 

5. Clergymen^ Friends^ Societies^ and persons authorized to join 
in marriage are required to keep a record of all marriages (see the 
form) and transmit them quarterly to the Town Clerk. 

6. Parents are required, under a penalty of one dollar, to lodge 
with the Town Clerk a certificate of the birth of their children 
within two months after birth, and also to have the deaths of their 
minor children recorded. (See Digest.) 

7. Executors and Administrators are required, under the pen- 
alty of one dollar, to have the death of the deceased person re- 
corded within two months, (See Digest) and no letters testamen- 
tary or of administration can be granted until this is done. 

8. Guardians are required, under penalty of one dollar, to re- 
cord the death of a ward within two months. (See Digest.) 

9. Undertakers are to keep a record of all interments, and make 
a return of them to the Town Clerk quarter-yearly. 

10. Coroners are required to make returns to the Town Clerk 
of all deaths Qf which they may have official knowledge. 

11. Physicians, ai;e required to make returns of deaths occur- 
ring in their pra^ctice, according to the form prescribed, within 
three months after the same occur. 

The particulars required to be stated in the returns are as fol- 
lows : 

The record of a birth must state the name of informant, when 
registered, date of birth, name of the child, (if any,) sex, color, and 
condition, place of birth, names of parents, residence of parents, 
occupation of father, place of birth of father, and place of birth of 
mother. 

The record of a marriage must state the date of marriage, 
names and surnames of groom and bride, residence of each at 
time of marriage, age of each in years, occupation of groom, place 
of birth of eaoh,. names of parents of each, what marriage, whether 
1st, 2d, 34j &c., name and official station of the person by whorr 
married. ;8 / 

The record of a, death must state the date of death, name an /^ 
surname of the deceased, age in years, months and days, place iij ^^ 
death, sex, color and condition, occupatiQi?. of male over fifteto 'op 
years, place of birth, names of parents, disease or cause of deafee-^^ 
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As majriages, deaths^ &c,, of persons residing in and belonging 
to the town or district may take place out of the town or district, 
these should be ascertained and stated as far as practicable. 
The Secretary of State is authorized to prescribe the forms, to 
' vary them, and require additional information from time to time, 
^_ The prescribed forms will be fnrnlshed to the Town Clerks, and 
^^krhen the supply ia exhausted they are requested to inform the 
^Hteecretary or Commissioner by maiK The Town Clerks mil fur- 
^Tiish theui to Physicians, Friends* Soeieties, School Coramittees, 
r Trustees, &c 

^B This law, if faithfolly executed, will effect several very Lmpor* 

^^^ant objects* It will diminish litigation in regard to the descent 

«f estates, the settlement of paupers, &e., and the tables prepared 

Aom the returns will show the effect of occupation, condition, 

^■place of birth and residence, &c., upon length of life and the gen* 

^»«^Tal health and happiness of the people* It is to be hoped that 

^all the olficers whose duty it is made to collect these statistics will 

«ee the importance of full and correct returns, and do all in their 

power to carry mto effect the objects contemplated* 

E. R. POTTER, Commissioner of Public SckoohJ' 






At the same time, the foUowing Circular was forwarded by Dr. 

auraji to the members of the Medical Profession throughout 
tlie State ; and subsequently a similar one was issued by the Sec- 
retary of State, Chris. E» Bobbins, Esq>, for more general circula- 
tioii* 



L " CmCULAR, 

^K PnoviDEJ^CE, June , li950. 

Dear Sir* You will be pleased to learn that, at the January 
(Session of the Legislature, (in accordance with the suggestions of 
'your committees I^rs, Mauran, Parsons and Miller, appomted at 

the last annual meeting of the Rhode Island Medical Society) a 
' general law on the Registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths 
' was projected and promptly and liberally enacted j to go into op* 

eration on the first day of the present month* 
I To medical and scientific men it is not deemed neeessary to en- 
i ter into a minute detail of the many advantages resulting to sci* 
lence, the profession, and the community at large, through the 

agency of a perfect system of Registration, their professional and 

popular readings having rendered the subject to them perfectly fa- 
[miliar, and its uses, particularly in other countries, well authenti- 
icated and established. Permit us simply to ^izS^^ Wv^t^loi^v^SDal 
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in the arrangement of the blanks, with which you will be furnished 
by the Secretary of State through the several town clerks, a t\^'o- 
fold object is prej^ented* 

Mr&iiffj To identify fully and conclusively every individtial who 
is born, marricja or dies in the coramumty, for genealogical and 
munleipal purposes. 

Secondly^ To demonstrate the results of age, profession, occu- 
pation, climate, season and residence upon the great subject of 
health, life, and longevity— objects of the highest importance to 
every individual in society* 

By referring to the act (in the possession of every town or city 
clerk) you will perceive that certain duties, by law enacted, per- 
tain to the physician and the clergy, without whose efficient aid, 
which we doubt not will be most cheerfully tendered, the materiai 
objects contemplated in the bill cannot be perfectly fulfilled or re* 
alized. 

Our design, therefore, in addressing you individually is to solicit 
your hearty co-operation and support of the great facts and prin- 
ciples involved in this laudable undeitakiug, relying upon the pre- 
sumption that when an appeal is made to members of a liberd 
profession to cherish and sustain a cause so prolific of general 
good, we do not — nay cannot appeal hi vain ! 

A great variety of facts, all pertaining to our weU being result 
fi-om the efficient registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths,— 
the legal age and place of birth, and rightful descent of pTopertj 
through endless ages of generations however complex by repeated 
marriages, through legitimate records of Births — and that of healtb, 
happiness and longevity, from a philosophical examination of the 
records of Marnag-es — also the results of endemic and epidemic 
influences, the range of mortality in the various professions, loca- 
tions, occupationSj and positions in Life, relations of the various 
medical constitutions, methods of treatment, &c, &c. will not be 
among the least of the advantages to be gained to humanity and 
to the strictly professional enquirer, by a perfect record of the 
Deaths occurring in every community. For these and variom 
other reasons, which, to an enquiring mind will be ever obvious, 
the subscriber trusts that you will give to the whole subject your 
hearty and active co-operation and support, that the requjTCfT.en1» 
of the law may be promptly and strictly fulfilled. 

Accompanying this Circular you will receive a series of biWiki» 
which can be conveniently filled, and returned at stated perjo(ktfl 
the proper officers^ for general collation and registration M Tto 
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^BfTgy will record all marriages, and notwithstanding the physi- 
1 dan is only obliged by law to give a registry of alJ deaths occur- 
I lijig iii \n^ practice, he can render very efficient and additional aid 
^^0 the registraj appointed for t'ach town or school districtj by fur- 
^Bdsking also a record of his obstetrical practice — ^the great and 
P paramount object being to procure for general Btatistical purposes, 
^Uke most perfect systeni of Registration* 

^H Other States have adopted, and are preparing to adopt a system 
^Kmilar to that of ours, and it Bhould be an object, not only of all 
^professional rnen but of each and every individual in the commn- 
^^t)', to encourage both by example and precept, a becoming spir- 
^■t of emulation that Ms Btate, at least in this respect, shaU not faU 
^^ort of others iu the strict fulfilment of the law. 
^L With the greatest consideration, believe ibc, yours &c^ 
H X MAURAN, M, D. ChakmanP 

^V As was apprehended, and indeed predicted by the advocates of 
r the bill as originally proposed, not a single Beturn required by this 
Act was ever made. The failure of the Act may be attributed 
mainly to the circumstance that records of all marriages, births, 
aiid deaths were to be collected and returned by the Trustees of 
School Districts, to their several School Comraitteesj and by the lat- 

Rto be transmitted to the Commissioner of Public Schools, and 
the respective Town Clerks. 

This plan, although in theory, apparently a feasible and effectual 
one, (the school districts beiijg of very limited extent,) proved in 

E:jtice here, as it already had in Massachusetts, too cumbrous 
btardensome to be rendered available. The Trustees were un- 
„.„ingto increase their responsibilitiesj by duties additional to 
^^oee already imposed upon, and gratuitously performed by, them, 
^^Lregard to the management and supervision of the schoola- 

At the January Session of the General Assembly, A. D- 1851, 

certain amendments snggeBted by Dr. Mauran, were proposed to 

I the Act, but, owing to the lateness of the period at which they 

^kre introduced, the Assembly adjourned without giving them a 

^ronsideration* 

I l*he subject, however, was not lost sight of, and at the January 
Session, A- D- 1852, through a memorial fifom the same gentle- 
in, it being again taken up, the amendments sought for were 

ed, and the Act was promulgated anew. 
In May, 1852, the subjoined Circular and accompanying doc- 
Utnenta were issued by the Secretary of State, and feexv\ \^ fe^^ 
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T0WQ Clerk ; together with additiotial ones^r 9^d suitable blanks 
for the use of clergymen, phy^^iciaite, and others, 

'* CIRCULAR. 
SECRETARY OF STATERS OFFICE 

Providbstce, May 29, 1^-33. 

SIR^Your particular attention is called to certain sections o£ 
an Act entitled ** An Act to provide for a Regij«tration of Births^ 
ftlarriages and Deaths," passed at the Janiiarf SesBion, 1850 g 
and also to the Act in amenclraent theretOj pae^ed at the Januanig 
SesBion, 1852, — copies of which I »end herewith. 

You will perceive that by the Act of January, 1852, the whot 
duty of collecting the statieticH referred to» in each town or csit^r 
devolves for its prompt and faithful performance upon the citrairkf 
town clerks, and that by section 4th of s^aid Act, ample compen- 
sation for Buch service was deemed to be allowed. 

You will be kind enough to draw the attention of elergjmefl, 
phyeicians and undertakers of your town to section 5th, of Bmd 
last mentioned Act, embracing penalties for non-performance of 
their respective duties, and also to solicit their cheerful eo-opera- 
tion for the successful performance thereof, that we may not fall 
behind our neighboring States in the fulfilment of an Act so well 
calculated to advance the prosperity, health and happiness of ouf 
State, 

Blank books have been distributed to each town and city clefk^ 
and also blanks for making up their monthly or temporary records 
and returns. Should you require additional supplies, they will be 
furnished upon application to this oJlice. 

I enclose extra copies of this eiicular, which you will oblige by 
transmitting to the several clergymenj physicians and undertak- 
ers, in your town, with a supply of the blanks necessary for their n*e. 

It is confidently hoped that the returns to be made on the 1st 

day of June, 1853j may be as full, perfect and aatiafactory as aie 

those of most of our sister StateSj which have adopted similar saa* 

itary enactments, Respectfullyj your obedient servant^ 

A- POTTER, Sccretaiy. 
Tothe Town Clerk of *> 

" AN ACT to provide for a Registratiou of Births^ Marriages ajiJ 

Deaths* 

Whereas, in the administration of justiccj or upon tbe imfOf^ 

tant subject of State pauperism, (and even in the pursuits of pri* 

vate lifcj) it has often been found difficult, from the death of ml- 

nessesj as \vell as from otlvet causes, to igkioxe t\v^\i^\\^TCLWcriage, 
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or death of persons, whereby the rights of many have been aacri- 
jBcedy and great wrongs have been inflicted upon iudividaals and 
tte community ; and whereas important truths deeply affecting 
^he physical welfare of mankind, are to be drawn from a know- 
ledge of the number of births, deaths, or marrlageB, that» during a 
terni of years, may occur, or be coutimsted within the limits of a 
State: Therefore, 

M is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Sec. 3.* The record of a birth sliall state the date of the birth» 

place of birth, name, sejc^ name and surname of one or both of the 

^^ents, color, occupation of the father, residence of the parents, 

^fee of recording, so far aa the same can be aacertained. The 

Keord of a marriage shall state the date of the marriage, place, 

name, residence, and official station of the person by whom mar* 

lied, names and surnamea of the partiesj residence of each, age of 

each, (single or married,) what marriage, second, third, &a, color, 

occupation and name of their parents, and the time of recording, 

BO far as the same can be ascertained. The record of deaths shall 

state the date of the death, name and surname of the decased, the 

»ea, color, condition, (single or married,) age, occupation, place of 

death, place of birth, names of the parents, disease, or cause of 

death, and the time of recording, so far as the same can be asc^- 

tained* 

Sec. 4. Of Murriag-es. — Every Society of Friends, clergymani 
and all others authorized to join persons in marriage, shall make 
a faithful record of every such rite performed by them, (in mannei 
and form aforesaid,) and return the same at least quarter-yearly to 
the city or town clerks ; and no marriage shall be solemnized until 
the parties shall have furnished as near as may be the informatioa 
hereinbefore required. 

Sec* 5, Of Birihs* — As a large number of births annually take 
place, without the assistance or intervention of strictly profession^ 
al aid, it shall be the duty of each and every parent to make re- 
turns to said city or town clerk of the birth of each of his children 
in manner and form aforesaid, at least within three months after 
the same shall have occurred. 
H Sec. 6. Of Deaths. — It shall be the duty of each and every 

^^»Sections I and 2, here omlttOLl^ havs reference to tlic Commissjancr, CoraPQittces, and 

pRtlstccs of ScKf>ol9, ttn4 were iibro^'atcd by the Act in amendment of this Act, piiis«d at 

(fce Jiinnnry Seasion, 1 85 S* Thesi?, and ako Btn. 9, here omitf eil , will Ijc fouxid on pag(r« 

56 iLitd 57 of this Beport. The firit portion of Sectioa 8, was evid^sntly reprinted wxv^- 

lentionallj^ bein^- nho ahwffatctJ. ^ * 
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practjsjiig phyi:»ic]aii or surgeon, of whatever character^ to keep a 
faithful record, aiid to make returns as aforesaid, of every deatb 
oceiirring in hia or Iier professional practice withui this State^ with* 
ill at least three months after the same ^hall have occurrei If 
without attendance of a physician, the coroner Bhall make returns* 

Sec* 7* Of Undertakers. — ITierc may be appointed by the 
city and town anthorities^ a sufficient number of persons to act as 
undertakers, removabk? at the pleasure of said authorities, whose 
duty it shall be to keep a faithful record of all interments by them 
made and to make returns at fea^ quarter-yearly, as aforesaii 

Sec. 8- In such cities and townrii? wherein no district school or* 
ganization exists, said returns may be made to the city or town 
clerks, to be by them transmitted to the Commissioner of public 
schools, and any city or town may enact municipal laws more ef- 
fectually to obtain the objects herein contemplated: Provided^ 
they do not conflict with the main and specific object of this act, 
Tiz. : to procure the most perfect registration* 

Sec, 10, No letters of administration or letters testamentary 
i^haU be granted by any Court of Probate upon the effects or es- 
tate of any person nntil the death of such person, or the &cts from 
u^hich the same is presumed, shall be duly certified, as near as 
may be, to the town elerfc, in order that the same may be duly reg- 
istered, according to the provisions of this act. 

Sec 11. The said books or registers, or a certificate duly cer- 
tified by the town clerk and authenticated by his seal of office, as 
containing a full copy of the record of any marriage, birth, or death, 
shall hereafter be admitted in any court of this State as prima fa- 
de proof of any majriage, birth or death* 

Sec, 12, Birthsj marriages, and deaths of non-residents shall he 
distinguished from those of residents in the retunis. The Secre- 
tary of State may from time to time vary the forms of returnSt 
and require such additional information as he may consider ne- 
cessary to effect the object of this act. 

Sec. 13. So much of any former act or acts as is inconsistent 
with the provisions of this actj is hereby repealed-" 

** AN ACT in amendment of an act entitled * An Act to provide 

for a Registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths.' 
It is enacUd bij the General Assembly as follows : 

SECTION 1. The town clerks of the several towns, and the city 
clerk of the city of ProvidencCf are hereby authorised and re- 
quired to obtain, record and index, as required by the forms pee- 
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scribed by the third section of the act to which this i& in ameudiiieiit^ 
I aU information concerning birthsj marriages and deaths occm* 

Pag amongst the inhabitants of their respective towns, and in said 
tyy and annually to make duly certified returns tliereof to the 
ecretary of Statej for each year, ending on the first day of Juue« 
Sec, 2* It Bhall be the doty of the Secretary of State to te- 
ceive the returns made in pursuance of the preceding section, and 
annually y with ^uch assistance as shall be rendered by any author' 
ised committee of the Ebode Island Medical Society, to make and 
publish J not exceeding seven hundred copies, a general abstract 
thereof, in form as prescribed by the act to which this is in amend* 
ent 

Bec, 3, The blank forms required by the third section of the 

ft to which this is in amendment, to be furnished as therein di- 

, shall hereafter be fmrnished by the Secretary of State to 

slergymen, physicians, undertakers, town and city clerks, and 

jiks of the Society of Friends. 

Sec* 4. The city and town clerks shall receive for each record 
a birth, marriage or death, made and returned as required by 
', ten cents, to be paid to them out of the city and town trea- 
,es, of their respective towns : Provided^ that the yearly com- 
pensation to any one town clerk who shall faithfully perform the 
duties prescribed by this act, and the act to which this is in 
amendment, shall not be less than five dollars. 
Sec. 5. If any clergyman, physician, undertaker, town or city 
, or clerk of any meeting of the Society of Friends, shall 
ully neglect or refuse to perform any of the duties imposed or 
equired by this act, or the act to which this is in amendment, he 
Bkall, at the discretion of the court or justice trying the cause, on 
;iction thereof, be fined not exceeding twenty dollars, to be 
ivered by complaint and warrant, one half thereof to the use of 
? town or city in which the offence shall occur, the other half 
the person who shall prosecute for the same- 
Sec. 0. This act shall go into efiect from and after the first 
iday of June next, and from and after that time all acts and parts 
of acts inconsistent herewith shall be deemed and taken to be 
;epealed/^ 



The characteristic features of the amendments, it \vill be seen, 
laie that the certified Returns arc to be made to the Secretary of 
[State by the City and Town Clerks, who are allowed a moderate 
l^mpensation for a faithful diaeharge of the duties reqiavi^4\i^ ^^ 
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Act, and Tf^ndor themselves liable to the infliction of a peeumatjf 
pemUisf for the neglect of the same ; anil ftuthermope that vmom 
clasf^ps af citizens designated, expose themselves to the like lia^ 
bitity for wiJful iiegligtiiee or refoaal to accede to the requiremtntj 
of the Act . 

This Aeti in most particiilarsi m all that can be desired ; i?till a 
motliftimtiun of eome of its features, more especially in reference 
to th^ tira^ of making Returns, will render its operation the more 
sure and satisfactDry. It is ako desirable to bring together and 
consolidate in one Law, the various Acts or parts of Acta relating 
to H**girttration which are scattered through the Statutes. ^^B^ 
ahall therefore refer to this subject again, with the view of sngj^fl^^ 
ing such alterations and amendments as will tend the more effl^ 
nally to attain the objects designed by the Acts now in force* 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS ON REGISTRATION. 

We now propose to show the practical operation of these Ad^^ 
and for the purpose will refer to the Returns received at the Sec* 
rt*tary^s Office from various towns in the State^ and also present^ 
in tabidated form, the results arrived at by an examinatioB aiwl 
analysis of the Returns, 

t We shall comment freely on the manner in which those B«^ 
turns have been made, and on the omissions and commissions 
connected therewith. This we shaU do, however, not throagh a 
spirit of eaptiousness, nor on account of the annoyance and per- 
plexity thereby occasioned us, and the large demands thus neces^ 
sarily, though improperly, made upon our time ; which have htm 
the meane of frustrating the plan we had marked out, of takingtip 
the general subject of sanitary reform and considering its variola 
relations to, its bearings and dependencies on, the health, happi- 
ness, and prosperity of the community. 

The plan above alluded to, we felt the more anxious to adopt, 
from a conviction that there still exists with many, a great want 
of information in regard to this subject; and that aU which is re- 
quisite, sufficiently to arouse public attention to the matter, is the 
diffusing abroad of more light, the adducing evidence, of which 
there exists an immense amount, and some of it astounding in it^ 
character, to prove that this is not an inquiry of mere idle curiosi- 
ty, — not^ as some pretend to believe, a vain project concocted to 
gratify the whims and caprices of visionary speculatists, — nox tb^ 
wild vagary of an overheated imagination, or the otiispring of some 
useless theorists, who have nought iu view but the building up 
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and BUBtaining of a favorite hypothesis ; but that it is truly and 
emphatically a science^ having for its foundation certain immuta- 
ble la-WB of Nature, long, though imperfectly, known, and until 
a comparatively recent period, but little studied. We may add, 
these laws are as yet by no means thoroughly investigated, al- 
though there is now an immense amount of intellect, of patient 
research, and profound investigation devoted to their elucidation, 
which is rapidly overthrowing the barriers and removing the ob- 
stacles that have so long impeded the progress of what may be 
considered the most important movement of the day ; a movement 
second to none in its relation to the temporal well-being of man. 
To borrow the language of an eminent London Physician, " I do 
not fear the charge of exaggeration, when I claim for the sanitary 
question the right to be regarded THE great question of the day. 
Look at it as a question of humanity, and it will not suffer by 
comparison with the highest efforts of the philanthropist ; regard 
it as a great act of justice, and here, too, you will acknowledge it 
prefers peculiar claims to consideration ; measure it by the rule of 
economy, and I hesitate not to affirm that it stands without a ri- 
val ; or view it in its moral relations and reactions, and I know 
not -whether even tke great question of Education will take rank 
before it" 

To the same purport, it is declared, in that admirable publica- 
tion, " Papers for the People,"* 

" Of all the great undertakings by which the era is signalized, 
there is perhaps none which so clearly stamps a character of real 
and essential progress as the Sanitary movement ; for the result of 
this, mediate and immediate, is a positive, accumulative good ; a 
social, moral, and — shall we add ? — ^intellectual amelioration of a 
most beneficial nature— one which we believe is destined to effect 
great results in the material advancement of a people. Its ulti- 
mate effect, whether so intended or not, lies beyond the pecuniary 
advantage — ^the pounds, shillings, and pence ; it recognizes the ex- 
istence of claims and sympathies — intimate relations between all 
phases and grades of society." 

Desirous as we were of devoting some space to an expansion of 
our views on this subject,-— in order to show how much of weal or 
woe depends upon the position that may be assumed in regard to it, 
what a vast addition to the comfort, the convenience, the health, 
and consequent happiness of the community may and will be 
made, hty giving proper countenance and support to the sanitary 

*VoL II.\Number 9,jnige I. 
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measures that are now goiiig into operation, what a vast iiiCTease of 
crime, of sickaess, disease, and death may^ nay must inevitably, 
ensue here, as they have done elsewhere, from a neglect of, or 
opposition to theni, — other duties interfere with our wishes, and the 
consummation of the projected plan must be deferred until some 
more propitious occasion, 

CHARACTER AND EXTENT OF THE^RETUSNS. 

We have remarked, that we shall comment fieelyj though not 
captiously, on the Returns* This we conceive it our duty to do, 
as the medium through which the Legislatuxe and the Public can 
alone leam with what reception the Act has met; — ^what deficien- 
cies exist, or modifications are required in it ; — and in what spirit, 
and with what faithfulness, the various classes, sjiecified in the Act, 
have fulfilled its injunctions. By oui remarks, also, if rightly re^ 
ceived, all interested may be profited — availing of one another^s 
experience, avoiding one another's errors or misconceptionsj — and 
thus be enabled hereafter to yield more satisfactory and advantage* 
ous results* 

It is with much satisfaction we state, that there evideatly ex* 
ists, among a large number of the Clerks, a disposition and de- 
termination to use their best efforts for procuring aa complete Be- 
turns as possible ; and were those efforts duly sustained, as they 
should be, by the Professional and other individuals upon whom 
dependence must be placed for specific items, we have reason 
to believe that many a hiatus, now existing, would have been 
fi^lled up. In connection with this remark, we regret being com' 
pelied to aUude to the shortcomings of any of our clerical brethren- 
It would have been anticipating too much, for a moment to have 
cherished the opinion, that every Clerk would be found prompt in 
the discharge of the new duty he has been called upon to pcrforra* 
Experience everywhere, and on all subjects and occasions, is ad- 
verse to it. We, however, from the character of our people, and 
the reputation and standing of those holding official positions, and 
occupying places of trust and profit, did believe that the proper* 
tion of delinquents would be no greater here, than it has been else* 
where. In this particular we are disappointed. 

The number of Towns in the State is thirty-one ; froni three of 
these, we have no Returns whatever ; from nine, nearly one-tWrf 
of all, no Returns of Deaths ; from thir teen, nearly one-half of tfe 
whole, no Returns of Births ; fi-om some others, we have fcut p*l^ 
tial Returns ; and in fact, Returns, undei tb^ three greit heads 
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ipecified in the Act, have been made by sixteen Clerks orily; thns 
leaving about one-half of the towns in the State, embracing a 
population of 57,393, without their proper representation* The 
Towns from which no Returns have been received are Johnston, New 
ShorehaiUj and North Providence ; those in whose Returns im- 
portant omissions exist are Burrillville, Cranston, Cumberland, 
Exeter, Foster, Glocester, West Greenwic]i, Jamestowii, Scit- 
Mei Smithfield, North Kingstown, and South Kingstown. 
pWe presume thai in some, perhaps most, of these cases, the 
Clerks were not furnished with the requisite materialB ; but this is 
a mere matter of presumption. We conceive, the spirit, if not the 
letter, of the Law requires that they should have made some com- 
munication to the Secretary of State ; otherwise how can it be 
ftscertained whether the existing condition of afTairs arises from 
the culpability of certain persons or classes, — growB out of wilful- 
BESS or inattention, — is attributable to the want of feasibility in the 
plan, — or the lack of energy, and the absence of inclination on 
the part of thos^e upon whom reliance is placed, for an efficient 
execution of the Law ? A few hints and suggestions from each 
Town Clerk might prove eminently serviceable, and essentiatly 
lighten the labors of the Secretary ; when for the want thereof, 
the progress of the great work may be materially retarded, and 
bift burden be seriously aggravated, By these remarks, we would 
by no means convey the idea that no important information has 
been received ; the fact is quite the reverse, as may be seen by 
feference to the accompanying Tables to which we would now 
£rect attention, 

Jk GENERAL ABSTRACT OF THE BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS, 

that have occurred in the State during the year ending w^ith May 
Jlst, 1853, is exhibited in Table I. It is arranged j as will be 
perceived, in three great Divisions, under the respective heads of, 
first — Births, second — Marriages, and third — ^Deatha, In the first 
left hand column arc placed the Counties in alphabetical order, 
and under each County, the several Towns belonging thereto, in 
coiTesponding order ; in the next column is placed the populatioii 
of the Towns and Counties according to the United States Cen- 
sus of 1850 ; then foUow the whole number of Births in each 
Town, and the County Totals ; next the number of each Sex, 
^d of those whose Sex was unknown ; and these are succeeded 
by the Parentage, divided into American, Foreign, and Unknown, 
distinguishing under each of these sub-heads, the Fathers from 
the Mothers. 
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III the Becond gmnd Division, that of Marriages, the first col- 
nmn presents the whole number in each Town, and the total in 
each County; thb is followed by the Nativity of the parties; the 
American, the Foreign, and the Unknown^ or more properly, in 
nioj^t cashes, the not staled^ being distinguished from one another, 
and tinder each, the miraber of malea and females designated. 

In the third grand Division, that of Deaths, we have first, the 
whole number which occurred in the several ToT^ms and Coiin- 
ties,^ — next the proportion of each Sex and the number of Un- 
known, — followed by the Nativity of the individual, the males and 
females being distinguished^ — then is specified, of how many of these 
the age ia given, — afterwards, in snecession, the aggregate age of 
all the individuals of each Sex, and of the Unknown, — ^the average 
age of the individuals of each Sex, and of the Unknown, — and 
finally, the aggregate age of both Sexes conjoined, and the average 
age of every individual irrespective of Sex. Subjoined to the 
w^hole is a Recapitulation of the results by CountieB. 

Remarks on the Births' Division, 

By examination of the first Division of Table I, it appears 

that the whole number of Births in the County of Bristol, hav* 

ing a Population of 8,514, was 175 ; being one in every 48,65 in- 

habitants, or 2,055 per cent. The Parentage of about two- 
sevenths of these was American ; of a very small number Foreign y 
leaving that of nearly the whole remaning five sevenths milcnown* 
This fact does not reflect much credit on the County, for tlie at 
tention that was devoted to the obtaining or furnishing of infor- 
mation on so important a subject The number of each Sex was 
as nearly divided as possible. 

The American Fathers were 1 in* 3.365, or 99*714 per et, 

The Foreign ** « 1 in 58,333, or 1,715 « 

Of Unknown Nativity were 1 in 1458, or 68.571 « 

The Mothers of Am, Nativity were 1 in 3.571, or "58.000 ** 

" '* Foreign " " 1 in 59.333, or 1.714 ^' 

** ** Unknown " 1 in 1,422, or 70.286 " 

The Population of Kent County is 15,068 ; from which dediiO^ 
ing, for the omission of West Greenwich, 1,350, (no Returns bfl 
ing been received from that Town,) and we have 13,718 for ffiP 

*TJici Coonty proportions, on tlm and the aubscqucnt pogt?s, in Tabular form are wilii' 
lEi a YQry smuU fraction of being acctimio ; indeed for all pTactical pufposea tliey are oor- 
reet ; the perccDtogea haye been carefully ostiraatod. 
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^Vopuladon; among which occurred 94 Births, — being 1 in 
^^45.851, or 0.68p5 per cent, ; the female children exceeded the male 
^i878 per ct ; the unknown eex amuuiits to 10.6SS per cent, of 
^k// born. But four of the fathers^ and eight of the mothers were 
^t'oreignera j while over two-thirds* of the fathers and within a 
small fraction of two-thirdy of the mothi^rs were of unk^o^vn origin. 
iThe proportion and percentage of parentages were as follow; 

w 

Tathers of American Nativity were 1 in 3.015, or 27*660 percent^ 

« Foreign ^' ** 1 ** S3.500, " 4.255 

^< Unknown » *' 1 » 1463j " 68.085 

thers of American » « 1 *« a916, " 25.532 " 

« <* Foreign " ** 1 " 1L750, «* 8,511 ** 

*^ " Unknown '' ** 1 '* 1,516, " 65.957 

From two Towns in Newpoht County there are no Returns; 
md by the imperfect character of that from one other, it is quite 
rident that a culpable negligence exists somewhere. The Pop- 
ulation of the County is 20,009 ; deducting therefrom the Popu- 
lation of the Towns destitute of Returns, and there remain 
19^389 among which occurred 101 Births ; being 1 in 182.069 or 
0*549 per cent; the male children exceeded the female 17.391 per 
It* ; the unknown sex constitutes less than one per cent. More 
four-fifths were of American parentage ; the origin of but ono 
tx^'^enty-five of the fathers, and one in fifty of the mothers, was 
tinknown. The proportion and percentage of parentages were aa 
oltow ; viz. 



Father.^ of A^merican Nativity 


were 


1 in 1.231, or 81.188 per ct. 


*■ " Foreign « 


«( 


1 " 6.733, '' 14852 ** 


'* » Unknown '^ 


(( 


1 " 25,250, " 3.960 " 


Mothers of American ** 


u 


1 « 1.147, *' 87.129 « 


" " Foreign *^ 


u 


1 " 9.181, « 10.891 " 


^ " Unknown ^^ 


u 


1 " 60.500, " 1.980 '^ 



From Providence County the Returns aie more deficient than 
I from any other; there being in fact but two places from which 
I they have been regidarly received; viz. Providence and Scituate; 
I ^re have made entries opposite two other places, which will be here- 
after explained. In making the present estimates, from the Coun- 
ty Population, \vhich is 87,528, we deduct 41,433, being the Pop- 
^onof all but the two places abovenamed, thus leaving 46<yOQG 
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as the number among which occurred 1,416 Births ; being 1 in 
32.552j or 3.072 per cent. The male, exceeded the female, chiklren 
5,072 per cent ; the unknown constituted but 0.749 per cent- 
presenting a striking contrast, in this particular, with that of Kent 
County, already remarked upon, and that of Washington County, 
as will presently be seen. The number of known Foreign parent- 
age is very nearly equal to that of American ; and if we assume, 
what is undoubtedly true in this instance, that the Unknown are 
chiefly Foreign, the number of Native, will be greatly exceeded 
by those of Foreign extract. There was an excess of American 
mothers, over the fathers, of 1,152 per cent. The proportion and 
percentage of Parentages were as follow ; viz* 



Fathers of American Nativity were 1 in 2.172, or 46.024 per ct. 



a 


'* Foreign 


t( 


if 


1 « 3.188, " 45.531 


H 


it 


*^ Unknown 


u 


u 


1 " 12.002, " 8.445 


U 


ther 


s " American 


u 


H 


1 « 2.119, " 47.230 


« 

, 


u 


" Foreign 


a 


a 


1 " 2.222, " 44.828 


1 


u 


" Unknown 


u 


it 


1 " ia.756, " 7.952 


«« 



I 



From five of the seven Towns in Washington County, we 
have Returns ; though some €f them are manifestly quite imper- 
fect. The Population of the County is 16,430 j from which de- 
ducting, for delinquent Towns, 6,773, we have a Population 
of 9,657, among which occurred 68 Births ; being one only in 
142.014, or 0.704 per cent. The male exceeded the female children 
21,431 per cent. ; the sex of 11.764 per cent of all the Births is re- 
ported as unknown. The American fathers exceeded the mothers 
by 7.390 per cent. But five of the fathers and four of the mothers 
were Foreigners ; whilst nearly one fourth of the fathers, and 
nearly one third of the mothers, belong to, what we think may 
not inaptly be tenned, the Opprobium Registrationis, Turn 
which way we will, towards the spring time of life, its social cul- 
minating point, or its termination, the gaunt figure of the great 
Unknown is always somewhat prominent, and often peers aloft 
far above all who have '* a local habitation and a name," 

The proportion and percentage of Parentages were as follow j viz. 

Fathers of American Nativity were 1 in 1.446, or 69.118 per ct 
" " Foreign '*• '' 1 ** 13.600, » 7.353 " 

«* '* Unknown ** '« 1 ** 4250, '' 23,529 

Mothers of American Nativity were 1 in 1,619, or 61,765 
** *^ Foreign " ^* 1 ** 17.000, " 5,882 

** " Unknown " " 1 " 3.030, *^ 32.353 
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Looking naw^ for a moment^ at the Tabular Recapitulatioii, we 
shall find that, by the last Cenanf^, the Population of thi* State 
xiTBB 147,549; the portion on which we have been remarking ia 
96^STi \ among whom occurred 1,859 Births ; being 1 in 51-841 of 
the inhabitants, or 1.928 per cent, — ^ According to the Eighth Rc^ 
port of the Registrar General of England, there was, during the 
five ycaiB ranging fifom 1839-'43, in England 1 birth in 31 inhab- 
ts ; — ^in France 1 in 3^ ; in Prussia and in Austria, each, 1 in 
In Massachusetta during the years 1849^51 the average was 
birth in 36 inhabitants. We doubt not, but that, with full Re- 

J this State would present as flourislnng an aspect 
Making no deduction from the Population, for the deficiency in 
e Returns, and taking the whole numiDcr of Births as above sta- 
d, they will stand 1 in 79,370, or at the rate of L259 per cent 
Examining the State, as we have done the several GountieS| 
e shall find that the male exceeded the female children 4. 7 S3 per 
cent. ; the unknown sex constituted but 0.968 per cent* of all born. 
The greatest per centage of American Parentage was in Newport 
County ; the least in Kent County ; — ^the greatest per centage of 
Foreign Parentage was in Providence County ; the least in Bris- 
ki County \ — the greatest per centage of Parentage of Unknown 
Drigin was in Bristol County, although Kent County seems etrug* 
gling hard for the preeminence* j the least in Newport County. 
The per centage of American and Foreign Parentage in Provi* 
deuce Comity is nearly equal, the American slightly predomina* 
ting. 

The proportion and percentage of Parentages for the entire State 
prere as follow ] viz. 

Fathers of American Nativity were 1 in 2.159, or 46,315 per cent. 
I '' *' Foreign *' " 1 " 2.758, <^ 36,256 '* 

" ^* " Unknown " " 1 '* 5,737^ « 17429 « 

Mothers of American Nativity were 1 in 2.127, or 47,015 per ct. 
I " ** Foreign ** " 1 '' 2.819, " 35.664 " 

I " ** Unknown " '' 1 " 5733, *< 17,321 " 

I Remarks on the Marriage Division of Table L 

I In Bristol County, aecordiiig to the Returns, there were 
^btty three marriages ; showing that the proportion of the Pop- 
ulation who thus changed their condition was 1 in 67,571, 

I « Sbe dready far omistrips the other Comtim, and indcqd ih© wit of tbe State^ in the 
Bamber of unknowii sex. 

I 10 
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or 1.471 per cent A fraction more than two thirds of the 
grooms and a fraction less than two thirds of the brides were 
Americans ; a little less than one third of the grooms, and exactly 
one third of the brides were Foreigners ; and no groom, and btA 
one bride was so unfortunate as to to be ranked among the Un- 
known. 

The proportion and percentage of Nativities were as follow; 
viz. 

American grooms, 1 in 1.465, or 68.254 per cent. 
Foreign " 1 " 3.150, " 31.746 per cent. 

American brides, 1 in 1.536, or 65.080 per cent. 
Foreign " 1 " 3.000, " 33.333 per cent. 

Unknown " 1 " 63.000, " 1.587 per cent 

In Kent County, every town made Returns. There were forty 
three marriages ; showing that 1 in 175.209 or 0.570 per cent, of 
the inhabitants thus changed their condition. About one-eleventh 
of both parties belong to the class of Unknown ; the remain- 
der of both were Americans. The following were the proportion 
and percentage; viz. 

American grooms and brides, each 1 in 1.102, or 90.698 per cent 
Unknown " " " 1 « 10.760, " 9.3(Kf per cent 

In Newport County, every town, but New Shoreham, was 
heard from. There were however but few marriages ; for with a 
population more than double that of Bristol County, but an equal 
number, 63 couple, were joined in the bonds of wedlock; being for the 
population represented, 1 individual in 148.706, or 0.672 per ct 
The following were the proportion and percentage of Nativities ; 
viz. 

American grooms, 1 in 1.086, or 92.064 per cent 



Foreign 


u 


1 " 63.000, " 1.587 « 


Unknown 


C( 


1 " 15.750, « 6.349 


American 


brides, 


1 in 1.086, or 92.064 per cent. 


Foreign 


u 


1 « 31.600, « 3.175 « 


Unknown 


it 


1 " 21.000, " 4.761 " 



In Providence County there has been a more general atten- 
tion directed to the subject of marriages than to that of births ; 
inasmuch as whilst we cannot be said to have had Returns, in re- 
lation to the latter, from but two, in regard to the former, we 
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ive from eighty of the ten towns constituting it ; and in this par- 
Jar, vre are gratified to find both Cumberland and Bmithfield 
an especial manner^ attending more faithfully to their duty, and 
I the interests of the community* There were 568 marriages in 
he Coiiaty \ from which it appears that those, who thus e hanged 
(leir condition^ *' for better or worse,'* were, in the Population re- 
eoted, (76,911, deducting 10,617 for the towns not heard 
1,) 1 in every 67*703, or 1.477 per cent. 
The following were the proportion and percentage of Nativities ; 



American grooms, 1 in 1,826, or 54754 per 



cent 



Foreign " 


1 « 2.629, " 38.028 « 


Unknown " 


1 « 13.853, « 7.218 « 


American brides, 


1 in 1.832, or 54.577 per cent. 


Foreign " 


1 « 2.704, " 36.972 « 


Unknown " 


1 " 11,833, " 8.451 " 



WASHrNOTON County has also arotised from its lethargy, and 
have Returns from every town in it The number of mar- 
. were 94 ; showing that the proportion of the inhabitants, 
irho abandoned the state of single blessedness, was 1 in every 
E,712y or 1,078 per cent. Of the grooms, one more than of brides, 
of American, and one less of Foreign origin ; and an equal 
^h!inl>eT of each belonged to the Unknown region* 

The following were the proportion aaid percentage of Nativi- 
vijf» 

American grooms^ 1 in 1.068, or 93*617 percent. 
Foreign ** 1 ** 47,000, " 2,128 *' 

Unknown » 1 " 23.500, '* 4.255 '' 

American brides, 1 in 1.090, or 92.553 per cent. 
Foreign " 1 » 31,333, <* 3.192 ** 

Unknown '' 1 '' 23.500, ** . 4.255 ^ 

By the Tabular Recapitulation, it will be found there were, in 
he State, 831 marriages in a represented Population of 135,670; 
showing that the number of imltviditnis^ who assumed this new 
[^ial position in the community, was 1 in every 81.636, or 1.225 
' cent of the inhabitaats. The marriages were at the rate of 
[one among every 163 inhabitants; in Massachusetts (by the Re- 
[port for 1S51,) they were one among 102. In Bristol County there 
|*as one marriage among every 163 inhabitants; in Kent Count;^^ 
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one among 350 ; in Newport County, one among 297 ; in Provi- 
dence County, one among 135; in Washington County, one among 
175. In England, during a period of five years, the annual aver- 
age was one among 130 ; in France, and also Austria^ one among 
123 ; in Prussia, one among 110. 

The following were the proportion and percentage of Nativities 
for the whole State ; viz. 

American grooms, 1 in 1.541, or 64.862 per cent 
Foreign " 1 " 3.476, " 28,760 « 

Unknown " 1 " 15.679, " 6.378 " 

American brides, 1 in 1.553, or 64.380 per cent. 
Foreign " 1 " 3.521, " 28.400 « 

Unknown 1 " 13.850, " 7.220 « 

The greatest percentage of American grooms and brides occur- 
red in Washington County ; the least in Providence County ; — 
the greatest percentage of Foreign grooms and brides in Provi- 
dence County ; the least in Newport County ;— the greatest per- 
centage of Unknown grooms and brides in Kent County; the 
least perceijttage in Bristol County. 

It would be premature for us to attempt to deduce any general 
conclusions from the few materials as yet collected ; but should 
due regard be paid to this subject for a series of years, important 
deductions may be djtawn from the results; and we shall undoubt- 
edly find that what has been stated in regard to England holds 
equally true here ; namely, that the Marriage Returns point out 
" periods of prosperity little less distinctly than the funds measure 
the hopes and fears of the money market. If the one is the Bar- 
ometer of credit, the other is the Barometer of prosperity." 

In this division, we have introduced what we consider an im- 
portant feature, and one which, to our surprise, has been very 
generally pmitted in Tablea of a similar description ; this is a dis- 
tinction as to the Nativity of the grooms and brides. Tables 
elsewhere constructed seem to have been formed upon the strange 
and manifestly erroneous supposition, that both parties were al- 
ways, as a matter of course, either American, or Foreign. Al- 
though in the present case a somewhat remarkable degree of 
equality will be found to have occurred, at times a very great va- 
riation will prevail. 
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^t Remarks on the Deaths' Division or Table h 

^^We come now to the consideration of the last division of Ta- 
Be I: that in which is recorded "Death*:! Doings,** the ftolely 
■K^mzitiil^ and the lea^t attxactive portion ; though one, the due 
■lamination of which is asi imjiortant n^^ if not indeed more im* 
Bortant than, either of the precedtngy— for it is only by a thorough 
Bvestigmtion of what pertains to, or is Intimately connected with, 
Bfi Mws which goveruj and the cau^s which produce, Disease, 
Bre can hope to abate its virulence, and materially lessen ltd rava^ 

I It Is a very prevalent, though none the less erroneouts idea, t hat 
B is fimitless to inqiiire into the why nnd because of mortality \ 
Bat the victim having been sacrificed, it will avail no usefid pur- 
mp^f to eeek the particulars relatijig to hid immolation. 
I The duty of the individuarto the community ceases not with his 
■Te. A lesson from his frail remains, if attentively studied, may im* 
part knowrledge that will benefit mankind through all coming time, 
■at in order that, when Death's ample page is unrolled, it may be 
Bund suitably and profitably filled, diligent attcntioj* must be de- 
Bptted to the collecting and preserving of details ; such attention 
Be ate happy to say is everywhere steadily upon the increase. As 
Bas been well observed by aUTiter in the North American Review, 
B '' The registration of every case of death, with the attendbig cir- 
Bunstauces of agCj sex, localityj diseases, etc., is of great impor- 
■moce. These axe a portion of the facts by which the sanitary 
condition of a people is made known ; and without which, sanita- 
ry science is impossible. An accurate record of births and mar- 
riages is equally indispensible. Like the three quantities which 
' the geometer demands for the constniction of a triangle, they form 
.the three great facts without which the sanitary condition of a 
wople eannot be determined.*^ 

I We would remark that, from the manner in which some of the 
Betnrns are made up, no satisfactory evidence can be obtained 
B^tive to the number of deaths which occurred- Indeed by the 
Bmrse pursued, a large number may be registered, where not one 
Beeun-ed, while on the other hand a large number may occur, 
Brhere not one is registered ; and thus the information desired may 
Be withheld from the Secretary's Oflice, It maybe and undoubt* 
Bdly is important, that each town should preserve among its Bec- 
Brds an account of all deaths registered there ; but for our purposes, 
B is far more important that we should receive correct and full 



n 



FIRST REGISTRATION REPORT. ri852-5a 



Returns of all occurring there, Deatha registered during the year, 
tnay prove convenient, nay of great moment in some case^ \ but a 
Registry of deaths that occurred during the year, is quite anotlier 
matter ; and to us it is very essential that the difference BhoxJd he 
borne in mind by the Clerksj and a distinction be made according- 
ly by them* 

Li these dayi, when the subject of extra-miiral septdture is so 
greatly agitated, and is becoming more and more extensively prae* 
tised, it will be seen what an important bearing the above sugges- 
tion has on the results which may be arrived at. For by a bare 
inspection of the Rettirns without noticing this difierenccj the most 
iiddy and most salutary places might be sadly confounded, and 
that be deemed a rank hot-bed of pestilence and disease, which 
virtually holds a high jjosition in a hygienic point of view. 

One other remark we would make before commenting upon the 
tabulated details. In this division of the Table, we have inserted 
what we deem an important addition ; indeed one quite essential 
to the arriving at correct resultsj — and the omission of which in 
such Tables has struck us as a material deficiency- Generally, 
great care liae beeji taken to record the birth-places of a child's pa- 
rents, and those of aU married couples ; but a silence has prevailed 
in reference to the nativity of the deceased ; although a moment's 
reflection will convince every one what an important bearing this 
may have upon mortuary eonelusions; more especially in our 
Country, where those of Foreign birth, as well as of Foreign ex- 
tract, constitute no inconsiderable portion of the whole number. 

By reference to the Table, it will be seen that, in Bristol Coun- 
ty, the deaths were 66 ; being in the proportion of 1 in 12&, or 
0.775 per cent of the inhabitants* As the births for the same pe- 
riod were 17o, the proportion of deaths to births was 1 to 2;661, or 
37*721 per cent. The deaths were nearly divided between the two 
sexes I there being one more female than n^le ; one only is ranked 
under the unknown head. The ages of all were given; the ag- 
gregate of the males being 864 years; of the females 1,027 years; 
of the unknown 1 day ; making the average age of the males 27^ 
of the females 31,12 years. The aggregate of the ages of aU unit* 
ed is 1,891 ; making the average age of each at death 28,65* 

We would observe that, the actual aggregates are here giveitj 
instead of the approximate aggregates, (as is the case usually,) 
deduced fipom the mean of the various quinquennial and decennial 
periods into which life is ordinarily divided for Registrative pur- 
poses. The age of every Individual has been reckoned in 
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9| months, and days, and the small fraction of months and 
ijBj only, omitted in the footing of each town. Thn«, if the odd 
months made but half a year or less, or the days but half a month 
or less, they were grtfik ; but if the months and days exceeded a 
' year, and half month, they were estimated as a year, and a 
cionth. So in ascertaining the averageage, if the rem aindef were 
igej sufficient was added to make it equal to the divisor ; if small, 
t was disregarded For example ; in the town of Warren, the ac- 
aggregate of male ages is 655 years, 11 months, and 1 day, 
Irhich is carried out 656 years ; that of the females is 651 years, 3 
[inths, and 10 days, which is set down as 651 years* In obtain- 
tJie average age of each sex, the calculation is carried to two 
laJ points ; which, in the present instance, shows the average 
: of the males was exactly 32,80, and the average of the females 
ely 31 years. But in obtaining the average age of every iji- 
Eividnal irrespective of sex, a large remainder § was found, to 
aieh was added the smaU amount requisite to equalize it with 
lie divisor. 

The deaths in Kent County were 50, among a represented Pop* 
ation of 13j718; being in the proportion of 1 to 274,360, or 
per cent ; as the births for the same period were 94, the pro- 
' portion of deaths to births was 1 to 1,880, or a percentage of the 
ths of 53.191* The deaths were divided, 27 males, 19 females, 
! 4 unknown. There were 8 more male deaths, and 1 less male 
than female. The excess of male births over male deaths 
18 14, or 51.867 per cent. ; of the female, 24, or 126,316 per ct, ; 
f the unknown 6, or 150, per cent. The ages of 6 of the males, or 
\ in every 4,50, being 22,500 per cent., and of two of the females, 
'l iti 9.500, or 10,555 per cent., and of three-fourths of the unknown 
ere not given. The average age of the males at death was 
5,29, of the females 38.65 years. The average age of every in- 
Svidual, without reference to sexj^was 41.26 years. 
The proportion and percentage of Nativities were as follow ; 



Males ; American, 1 in 1.209, or 81481 per cent 
«' Foreign, 1 " 27,000, '' 3,704 '* 
** Unknown, 1 ** 6.750, '« 14815 *' 

Females : American, 1 in 1.187, or 84,210 per cent 
^* Unknown, 1 " 6.330^ ** 15.790 " 
Llnknown Sex ; Americans, 1 in 9*000, or 50,000 per cent, 
^* " Unknown, 1 *' 3.000, '' 50*000 " 
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In New POET County there were 127 deaths among a represent- 
ed Population of 18,747; being at the rate of 1 in 147.614 or 
0,677 per cent. The deaths, it will be seen, exceeded the births by 
26, or 25*746 per cent. The deaths were divided 59 malesj 68 fe- 
males ; being an excess of 9 females, or 15.255 pet cent- The 
male deaths exceeded the male births 5, or 9.259 per cent ; the fe- 
male deaths exceeded the female births 22, or 47,846 per cent* 
The ages of allj but one male, are given* The average age of the 
males was 50 years ; of the females 44.69 yeaxs ; of each individ- 
ual 47,13 years. 

The proportion and percentage of Nativities were as follow j 
viz. 



Males — ^ American, 1 in 1.229, or 81.356 per cent. 
'' Unknown,! " 5,363, " 18,644 '' 

Females — American, 1 in 1.236, or 80,882 per cent- 
" Foreign, 1 *' 34,000, ^* 2,941 t* 

" Unknown, 1 " 6,181, " 16,177 " 
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Prom Providence County, the Returns are quite imperfect ; 
more so indeed than firom any other section of the State, the por- 
tion nnrepresented being 21,609, or nearly 25 per cent The 
deaths were 845 in a Population of 65,919 ; being 1 in 78,034, or 
1.281 per cent. The male deaths exceeded the female 24, or 5.882 
per cent. The ages of 13 males, or 1 in 33.230, or 3,009 per cent^ 
of 12 females, 1 in 34.000 or 2.941 per cent., and of 1 unknown in 
5, or 20 per cent., are omitted. The average age of the males was. 
92.03 yeaxs ; of the females, 24.50 ; of the unknown, ten months and 
five days ; and of every individual, 23 years. The deaths, in that 
section from which we have also regular birth Returns, viz. the 
city of Pirovidence alone, weie in the proportion of 1 to 52*815 in* 
habitants, or 1.893 per cent, ; the births, for the same Populationj 
were 1 to 29.358, or 3,406 per cent. The births, in the same ac- 
tion, exceed the deaths 628, or in the proportion of 1 to 1,251, or 
79,936 per cent. The male births exceeded the male deaths 325 ; 
or 1 in 1.230, or 81,300 per cent The female births exceeded the 
female deaths 307, or 1 to 1,241, equal to 80,580 per cent The 
unknown deaths exceeded the unknown births in the proportion 
of 1 to 0*250, or 400 per cent. So effectually destroyed is this 
class that, we trust, nothing further will be heard from it in future 
Returns, The ages of 12 males, 12 females, and 1 unknown^ 
were not given. The average age of the remaining males wa^ 
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57 years; of the females, 23.53 year^^; of the nnktiown $ex, 10 
' motitks 5 days ; the average ALge of every individual^ 21*95 years* 
The proportion and percentage of Nativitiea, including all the 
jBeath Returns of tlie County, were as follow, vh. : 

Afalee — American j 1 in L505, or GG*435 per cent 
*^ Foreign, 1 iji 4,800, or 20*833 
^* Unknown, 1 in 7.854, or 12.732 
Females — Americ^n^ 1 in 1.557, or 64,216 per cent* 
Foreign^ 1 in 5.828, or 17*157 
Unknown, 1 in 5*368, or 18-627 












Li l^ASHiNGTON County, five towns, with a Population of 
1,824, return but 38 deaths: being 1 in 31L157, or 0*321 percent. 

ie male deaths exceeded the female, 1 in 5.666, or 17.649 per ct. 

lie ages of all the males, and all but one of the females, were 

Jiven, The average age of the maleft was 42.65 years ; of the 

Temales, 41.44 years; of the unknown sex, 6 months 21 days; of 

every individual, 40.97 years. The deaths, in that portion of the 

County from which birth Returns were also received, were 36 ; 

be Population was 8,022, making the proportion of deaths 1 in 

3.833, or 0,443 per cent The births exceeded the deaths 24^ or 
in the proportion of 1 to 1*500, being 66*666 per cent. The male 
births exceeded the male deaths 12j or by 1 to every 1*500, or 
66,606 per cent ; the female births exceeded the female deaths 7, 

iu the proportion of 1 to 2.428, being 41*186 per cent. The 
l^CTage age of the males was 46.67, of the females, 41,44, and of 
very individual, 41*83 years. 

The proportion and percentage of the Nativities, embracing all 
of the Death Returns, were as follow, viz, : 

Males^ American J 1 in 1.111, or 90*000 per cent 
'' Foreign, 1 in 20.00, or 5.000 " 
*' Unknown, 1 in 20.00, or 5*000 " 

Females — American, 1 in 1.214, or 82.353 per cent 
** Foreign, 1 in 17*000, or 5.882 " 

" Unknown, 1 in 8*500, or 11*765 " 

By the Tabular Recapitulation, it will be seen that the Returns 

[ &liow,as a total, 1,126 deaths ; being for the whole Population of the 

State, (147,549,) in the proportion of one in 131*038, or 0.763 per 

ecnt The births exceeded the deatha 733, or by one additional 

' to every 1.536; being 65.104 per cent ; the male births exceeded 

Ji 
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the male deaths 373, or by one to 1.532, being 65*208 pet cent ; 
the female births exceeded the female deaths by 354j or one to 
1.539, being 64.977 per cent* ; the unknown births exceeded the 
unknown deaths 7j or by one to every 1,571 j being 63.653 per 
cent. The ages of 20 out of 570 males, or one in 28.50, being 
3.508 per cent., — of 15 out of 545 females, or one in 36.333, being 
2.752 per cent*, — and of 4 out of 11 unkno^Ti, or one in 2.750, be- 
ing 36.363 per cent, are not stated* The aggregate of the male 
ag«3 given is 14,800 years, being an average of 26.91 each ; of the 
female ages, 14,933 years, being 28.23 each ; of the unknown, 5 
years, being 9 months each ; the aggregate of all ages, is 29,793| 
which malvcs the average age of every individual, irrespective of 
sexual distinction, 27.41 years* 

Properly, in making our estimates, and drawing deductions, we 
should omit the unrepresented portion of the State ; wMch, in re- 
ference to the deaths, is 23^827, thus leaving 118,722, among which 
the 1,126 deaths occurred ; being one in 105.436, or 0.948 per cent. 
So, in considering the relation of births to deaths, the unrepresent- 
ed Population, 57,393, should be deducted ; when there would re- 
main 90,156 inhabitants, among which occurred 936 male, 889 fe- 
male, and 18 unknown births, making together 1,843 j and 1,059 
deaths, viz. ; 531 nisdesj 517 females, and 11 imknown. The births, 
in this population, were, one in 48.913, or 2.044 per cent* ; the 
deaths, one in 85,133, or 1-174 per cent. ; the excess of births over 
deaths was 784 ; being one additional to every 1.478, or 74.074 
per cent. The proportion of births to deaths, was 1,750 to 1. The 
male births exceeded the female, 47, or by one to every 18.914, or 
5,287 per cent. The male deaths exceeded the female, 14, or by 
one to every 36.907, or 2,709 per cent. 

The proportion of male births to female, w^b 105,286 to 100* 
The proportion of male deaths to female, was 102,707 to 100. 

These results compare favorably with those arrived at elsewhere. 
In Massachusetts, by the Report for 1851, the last published, the 
mortality was one in 51.98 of the population, or 1.822 per cent. 
The average annual mortality of Englaud, for a period of seven 
years, according to the Registrar General's Report, was of males^ 
2-270 per cent. - of females, 2.104 per cent. ; of the most healthy 
parts it was 1.536 per cent, of the males, and 1.616 per cent, of 
the females ; of the unhealthiest parts, it was 3*582 per cent of the 
males, and 3151 per cent- of the females* 

Of the 570 deceased males, 403 were Native bom ; 92 were of 
F'arelgnj and 75 of Unknown extract ; of the 545 deceased females, 
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375 were Americans, 74 Foreigners, and 96 of Unknown origin ; 
af the 11 of Unknown Sex^ 9 were of American^ and 2 of Un- 
known birth* 

The proportion and percentage of tlie Nativities for the whole 
Itate w^e as follow ; viz. 



Males — American, 
Foreign, 
Unknown, 

Pemales^ — Am c ricaii ^ 
Foreign, 
Unknown, 



1 iu 1.414, or 70,702 per cent- 
1 " 6,195, *t iai40 " 
1 « 7.600, ** iai58 

1 in 1453, or 68,807 per cent. 
1 *' 7.364, '' 13.578 " 
1 ** 5.677, « 17,615 *' 



Unknown — American, 1 in 1,322^ or 81.818 per cent 
Unknown, 1 ** 5.500, '« iai82 " 

SrCNERAL ReMAKKS ON THE ABSTRACT OF BniTll3, MaREIAGES 

AND Deathsi constituting Tablh L 

As the average of iudividnale, at their decease, is designated in 

s Table, it may be well to remark that, in estimating the rela- 

ve degree of healthfolness of places, the age at death ia but one 

of the elements to be taken into the account ; for the average age 

,t that period, independently considered, is not a standard where- 

the salubrity of a location is to be correctly inferred. This has 

been dwelt upon at much length by several writers; it is sufficient 

for our purposes to cite two authorities. 

It the average age at death a sound test of the sanitary condi- 
I tion of a place ? " To this question/' says an able English wri- 
^■er,* " we are constrained to ^ve a decided negative. We are 
^n^ot now speaking of those extreme cases in which the fallacy is 
ebvions at a glance ; where a large assemblage of children or old 
men gives a low or high average age, as the case may be, to the 
locality in which it is situated. As Mr. Chadwiek has well ob* 
served, the death of one man aged 50 years will have the same 
eSect on the average age at death, as the decease of 50 children 
a year okL This would be the case even if the infant were not 
sabject to a greater mortality than the adult of 50* But when the 
high mortality of infancy is combined with the low figure of age^ 
the effect on the average must be very striking; and we shall not 
he #urprised to find that even such a diffeTcnce of distribution in 
respect of age as prevails in different countries, provinces, or 

♦Sea TLe British and Foreign Medko-Cliifwrgical EoTiew, "ViA, \ , ^, \Q, ftV ^ft«\. 
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towns, Avill suffice to produce a marked disparity in the average 
age at death, even where the rate of mortality does not materially 
diifer< 

The rate of mortality in England and the United States differs 
very slightly, being one in 44,55, and one in 44.60 respectively, or 
in both cashes, about 22 in the thousand ; but the average age at 
death m in England 29 years, and in America only 20 years. This 
striking difference in the age at death is obviously due, not to the 
Btiperior sanitary condition of the English population, but to its 
greater age. The difference between the two populations iu re- 
spect to age is well shown in the following statement, ' that whilst 
in England there are 53O25 persons between 15 and 50, who 
have 3,610 children or persons under 15, in America there are 
4j789 persons living between 15 and 50 years of age who have 
4,371 children dependent upon them. In England there are in 
every 10,000 persons, 1,365 who have obtained above 50 years* 
experience ; in America there are only 830/ • # * • 

The average age at death, therefore, cannot be taken as a sound 
or safe measure of the sanitary condition of a population — and as 
a measure of the loss of life sustained by it, is open to serious ob- 
jection, and must inevitably lead to much exaggeration. The 
same remark applies, though in a less degree, to the rate of mor- 
talitj* ; for it stands to reason that one death in 30, occurring 
among a population of young persons under 25 years of age^ 
would represent a much more favorable state of things than the 
same rate of mortality in a population from 25 and 50 years. 
There is, therefore, no other perfectly satisfactory test but that 
which takes into account both the ages of the living and the age 
at death, or which has the properties, if not the exact form, of a 
life table. Mr. Neison's method of supposing the actual popula- 
tion of a town with its own peculiar distribution of ages, trans- 
ferred to another locality, and subject to the mortality at each age 
of the inhabitants of that locality, is equally sound, and leads to 
very striking and satisfactory results.*' 

** Tables of average longevity and proportional mortality, only 
serve for remote comparison of the condition of different districts, 
for it will be perceived how large wiU be the different conditions 
of two communities having exactly the same proportions of mor* 
tality, but in one of which the deaths occur principally amongst 
the infant population, and the other in which they occur amongst 
the adults. The average age at death, or the average extent of 
life to eveiy individual, may go on increasing, and yet the propor- 
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PUS who die remain the same, Henc^ it Is that statistical re- 
of the propoftion^ of death, which are so generally used, are 
amentally unstable as means of ascertaining the progressive 
aitary condition of a popnlation in different countries. 
Th^ probabUUies of life at different perioda of life on which In* 
^^tirance Companies act, are determined by Tables of a ditFerent 
^Koastriiction. To form a Table of the probabilities of life at giv- 
^Bn periods J in 1000 eases say, the date of the birth in each case is 
^Ascertained, and observations^ are made of how many remain alive 
at the end of each year at the different periods of life* From the 
dift'erent ages at which that 1,000 have died, it is held to be probable 
tb^at every other 1,000 persons similarly eircumstanced will die. 
l^rThe observations on which Tables of this 4^scription have been 
founded have generally been from mixed classes differently cir- 
cumstanced, and no observations on a basis sufficiently large, that 
I am aware, have been made to determine the probabilities of life 
to any one class of work-people, or to any one ciass of profession* 
ai per!5ons. The three Tables of the proportions of deaths at dif- 
ferent ages would be of little service to indicate the probability of 
I ^life at different ages, unless we could ascertain with exactness the 
^^^cise number of the classes (ivinff from which the deaths have 
^Kbccurred. More than half the children of the working classes die,. 
K and only one-fifth of the children of the gentry die, before the fifth 
year of age ; and after having attained that age, the probabiHties 
of life of the laborer's child might be greater than that of the child 

I of the person of the superior classes; but though we have other 
evidence that the reverse is the case, we have not the evidence of 
well-constructed Tables of the probability of life at different peri- 
«>d8 strictly applicable to that class. Though the proportions per 
titnt. of those who die in the higher and in the lower classes ap- 
proximate in the periods between 20 and 60 years of age, yet we 
know that the probabilities of life in each class at each period are 
mdely different. The probable duration of the life of a miner 
who had attained 40 years of age may not be, and we have rea- 
eon to believe is not, half that of the agricultural laborer, not one- 
third that of a person of the higher ranks who had attained the 
same period*"* 

These facts show, among other things, the great importance of 
the Birth Division of our Table, and how highly essential it is to 
have the items therein embraced, aa accurate and complete as poa* 

♦General Eeport oti the Sftnitarj Conditign of tho Laboring PoptiktiDii of Groat "Bri- 
[teaOi Note on p. 16S, «l i0c|. 



• 



86 



FIRST EEGISTEATION REPORT, [1853-^3. 



sible. Being fully impressed with the truth of the statements set 
forth by the writers just quoted, we were particularly desirous of 
availing ourselves of certain Btatisticsj relative to the Population 
of OUT State at different ages, which we conjecture to be contain • 
ed in the last United States Census Report ; but all out efforts to 
obtain a copy in season for this purpose, have proved abortive. 

Notwithstanding what has been remarked, however, the class of 
facts embodied in our Death Division, is full of intcTcst; although 
tie true value of such facts may not be appreciated until at some 
future period, when, after an accumulation for a succession of 
years, they are resorted to for their legitimate purpose, as one of 
the aids in ascertaining the relative sanitary condition of different 
portions of the State, 

In casting our eye over the deaths, and bearing in mind simply 
the average age at death, we find that the Counties in respect to 
longevity would be arranged in the following order; viz. Provi- 
dence, Bristol, Washington, Kent, and Newport ; the County first 
named standing lowest in the scale* In respect to towns, the lon- 
gevity of the inhabitants of Foster ranks the highest, and omitting 
South Kingstown, from which the returns arc evidently exceeding- 
ly incomplete, that of Providence stands the lowest Looking at 
affairs from this point of view solely, it would scorn that Fos* 
ter must be in a high state of vital prosperity, and Providence 
quite the reverse. But let us now turn to the Birth and Marriage 
Divisions, and what a contrast will be observed ! By these, it will 
be found that, although the mortality be great and the age compar- 
atively small in Providence, the recuperative energies of the City 
are far greater, as shown by the number just ushered into exis* 
tence, and by the glorious promises held forth for the future ; whilst 
in regard to Foster, there is not only a sad blank as to births, but 
what is even still more melancholy, she presenta nothing in ex- 
pectancy : so that with all her flattering longevity, should the ap- 
parent, be her actual, conditiouj it is evident that, after the lapse 
of a certain period, she must ran out, and be chronicled among 
the things that were, whilst Providence will continue enlarging 
her domain, and augmenting her thriving population. Two towns 
have come to a stand still ; there being neither a birth, death, nor 
marriage reported within their precincts ; viz. Johnston and North 
Providence ; three appear to have reached the turning point, the 
residt yet being doubtful ; there having been several marriages, 
but neither a birth nor death in either. Other towns seem pre- 
paring to stem the downward torrent j and in an especial manner. 
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Cuniberland and Smithfield ; from the former of which we have 
8, and from the latter, 41 deaths, witli the return of no birtli from 
the one, and oac birth from the other, but with the gratifying in* 
sUigence, of 6o marriages in the formerj and 67 in the latter nam* 
■d place. Newport, so pre-eminent as a watering place, eo world- 
wide renowned for the salubrity of her atraosphere, and the 
vigorating intluence of her eea^baths, even she, although the 
ngevify of her inhabitants, far, very far exceeds the average, 
oold seera to be on a rapidly downward course ; so that, like Troy 
of old, if not by a similar enemy, by the ravages of as ineidiauij a 
e, she is rendering herself liable to be referred to hereafter, as " a 
pulous citj' made a desert place ;" against 40 deaths, she op- 
poses but two births; aU hope, however, is not dissipated, for 29 
eouplej at least, seem coming to the rescue. 

The question might very naturally arise, what has occasioned 
the extraordinary sterility to which reference has been made ? Is 
thare anything in the soil, climate, or site of the towns, or in the 
ication, amusements, or diet of the inhabitants, to account for it ? 
'e think not; certain is it that the cause is not strictly endemic 
or local ; by some it may be considered as partaking largely of a 
sporodic character, scattered so extensively as it is throughout the 
State ; though at times we have been alarnicd, lest on a critical in- 
vestigation it shoidd be found to have assumed a virulent epide- 
inic form ; for by a very hasty glance, it will be seen that the bale- 
fal influence manifests itself in no one section of the State exelu- 
ively^ but pervades, to a greater or less degree, most parts of it ; 
eifects are experienced on the East as well as the West side of 
the Bay, and reach both to our Northern and Southern confines* 
The result by us deliberately arrived at is, that the cause is an 
artificial, not a natural one, and entirely and completely within 
ottr means to remedy* It is to be classed among the offences of 
the moral, not the physical man; it springs from a disregard of 
civil institutions, not from a disobedience of the laws of Nature* 
If Parents, Professional men, and those of other classes specified 
in the Registration Act, would faithfully conform to its requisi- 
tions, and furnish the means to enable the Town Clerks to make 
leir proper Retm-ns, we doubt not, that a more cheering prospect 
would supersede the present sad and disheartening one; our now 
barren wastes, w^ould yield rich and luxuriant crops ; we should 
find that this State is no exception to the rule that like produces 
like, and that here as elsewhere, the Divine command is strictly 
obeyed. 
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In closing this portion of out temarks, we cannot but express a 
hope, and entertain, what we deem a well grounded convictionj 
that every class of facts contained in the Abstract, will hereafter 
command a greater degree of attention, than heretofore has been 
the ease ; a degree somew^hat more nearly proportioned to their 
respective value and importance. Reports based on them, (to em- 
ploy the nervous and expressive language of one of the highest 
toned and deservedly most influential Medical Journals of the 
day,*) " engrave in brief but expressive phrases, the national vi- 
ciPi?iitudes, prosperities, trials, and calamities. With those faith- 
ful and unerring indicesj marriages and deaths, the Registrar Gen- 
eral measures the robustness of national vigor, or probes the depth 
of national su fieri ng. Backed by those ran Its of expressive figiu^s, 
which permit no exaggeration, and are susceptible of no fallacy ^ 
he presents to tis a true picture of the present condition of our 
country and nation. No political CTeed conceals the fact^ or per- 
verts their meaning* No unjust law orders the distortion of half 
the truth by concealment of the other half. These reports are iu* 
deed something more than current history ; they are the judgments 
of the time upon itself ; and un tinctured as they are by party spir* 
it, and unswayed by personal considerations, those judgments are 
as true and faithful as those of future times can be,'* 

TABLES OF DETAILS. 

We propose now to direct attention to a aeriea of Tables con- 
taining a variety of interesting and important particulars, the gen- 
eral results of which are alone embodied in the Abstract, In the 
Birth Division of Table I, for example, nothing is presented, but 
the number, and the Parentage, of eacli sex and of the luiknow^n 
born, during the i/ear^ in the several towns and Counties. In the 
Table on which we shall next comment, and which is designated 

Table IL Births— 1852-53, 
we see exhibited the total number of males, females, and un- 
known, born in the whole State, during each 7nonth and the un- 
known month of the year, the proportion belonging to each County 
during the same period, being specified ;— also, in annexed parallel 
columns, the number of colored births in each County, included P 
in the preceding totals ; subjoined to the Table is an exliibit of fh 
the total number of the white and colored in the several Counties, \ i 
and in the State. 
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By reference to tMsj it will be seen that the greatest productive- 
ness occurred in Februarj% when 95 males, 77 females, and 2 un- 
kiiowii, making together 174, were born ; the least productiveness 
in October and December, each month furnishmg 139 births. The 
greatest number of male^ was born in February, and the least 
number in December; the greatest number of females in August, 
the least number in March* The maximum of males, exceeded 
that of females, by 4 only ; the minimum of males fell short of 
that of females by 4 also. The first quarter of the Registration 
year, including the months of June, July, and August, was the 
most productive ; the second quarter the least ; the greatest num* 
ber of males was born in the fourth quarter; viz. 253 ; the greatest 
number of females in the first quarter ; viz, 250 ; the least of each 
sex in the second quarter ; viz, 217 males, 211 females. The max- 
imiam of males exceeded that of females 3 ; the minimum of males 
exceeded that of females 6. The whole number of births dviring 
the first quarter was 486 ; the second quarter 430 ; the third quar- 
ter 465 ; the foinrth quarter 471. 

Of the unknown sex there were two births in each of the months 

_©f January, February, April, August, September, and December,—^ 

in March,^ — 1 in May, June, and July, — and none in October nor 

fovember. The ratio in the last three months of Registration 

stands 3, 2, 1 ; so that we have reason to trust, hereafter its true 

tepresentative will be, as in all such Returns it should, a cypher. 

Bristol county is the only one entirely free from this blemish; 

Liiext stands the County of Providence, which produced but one 

1421 births ; Newport County furnished one in 101 ; Washing- 

yn County, 1 in 68, being 147 per cent, ; whilst Kent County 

[bears away the palm having presented, of this nondescript, 10 in 

|94, equal to 10.64 per cent. 

If we now analyze the Table, and make the apportionment 
I among the Counties, we shall find that in 

Bristol County, March proved the most, and November the 
least prolific month- The greatest number of males was born in 
March, the least number in October ; the greatest number of fe- 
males in June, the least number in November, December, and 
AprO ; 3 each. The maximum of males, exceeded that of females 
3 ; the minimum of males was one less than that of females. The 
namber of male births was alike in May, August, and November ; 
io also in June and September ; the same was the case with the 
female births in February and September; in October and Janu- 
[ary ; and likewise in November, December, and April, Ma^ ^vA 
J2 
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September produced an equal number of males and females. The 
first quarter of the; Registration year was the moat productive, — 
the Becond quarter the least The greatest number of males was 
born in the 3d. quart er^ viz. 33 ; the least in the 2d. quarter, viz, 
X2; — ^the greatest number of females in the Ist. quarter, viz, 37; 
in the 2d,, 3d.^ and 4th. quarters the number was alike ; viz. 17«^ 
The maximum of females exceeded that of the males 4 ; the min* 
imum 5. The whole number of births diuing the 1st quarter was 
52 ; the 2d. quarter 29 j the 3d* quarter 50 ; the 4th. quarter 44 ; 
making the annual County total 175. 

In Kent County, January and December were the most prolific 
monthSj — the number in each being the same, though diflereutly 
apportioned ; in January the females, ajid in December the maleSi 
predominatiiig* In May and Octoberj the fruits were the least; the 
number here al^o being alike in both months, and the females pre- 
dominating in both. The greatest number of males was born in 
April, — the least number in May and October; the greatest nuni* 
ber of females in January, the least in JuJy ; the maxima of the 
two sexes, and the minima were equal The number of males 
in January, March, and June, — in May and October, — in Septem- 
ber, November, and December, were the same ; so also the num- 
ber of females in February and September, — April, August^ and 
October, — and in May, June, and November. In September, 
there was an equal number of each sex born. The third quarter 
of the year was the most, the first quarter the least productive^ 
The greatest number of both males and females was born in the 
thirdf the least number of both in the first quarter. There was an 
equal number of males born in the 2d. and 4th. quarters. The 
maximum of females exceeded that of the males, 6 ; the minimum 
of females was one less than that of males. The whole number 
of births during the 1st. quarter was 15 ; thf 2d. quarter 22, the 3d. 
quarter 34, the 4th quarter 23 ; making the County Total for the 
year 94- 

In Newport County, October stands the highest, and January 
the lowest as regards births. The greatest number of males was 
born in October, the least number in Jtme, January, and/April; 
the greatest number of females in July, the least number iikjanu* 
ary, June, and September. There was an equal nuipber of 
males in July, Augiast, September, November, and December 
and of females in August, October, November, April, anjtl May* 
The months of August, November, and February, prodiliced ac 
equal number of each sex. The maximum and minimum * >f malei 
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exceeded those of the females one. The most productive quarter 
was the second, the least productive the third. The greatest num- 
ber of inale^ wa& born in tht^ second, the least numher in the third 
and fourth quarters ; the greatcr^t number of femaleg in the first, 
the least number in the third quarter. The mo^t productive quar- 
ter ^^as the second, the least productive the third. The greatest 
number of males was born in the second j the least number in the 
third and fourth quarters ; the greatest number of females in the 
first, the least number in the third quarter* The maximum of 
males exceeded that of females five; the minimum of males that 
of fern alee three. The number of males in the first quarter cor- 
Tesponded with that of female?^ in the fourth ; and the number of 
females in the second j with that of males in the third* In this 
Connty we find the Unkmwn assuming mwlhrr shape, so that it 
here presents two different forms ; viz* the cliild born in a given 
month of unknown sex, and children of a given sex born in an un- 
known moutli ; the unknown in sex is one, — in time two. The 
whole number of births during the 1st. quarter was 27 ; the 2d* 
quart e? 30 ; the 3d* quarter 19 \ the 4th, quarter 23 ; the unknown 
quartrer 2 ; making the County total for the Year 101* 

111 Providence County, the months of Febmary and April rank 
the highest; there having been 135 births in each, the males pre- 
dominating in both cavSes; the births stand the lowest in Decem- 
'berj — the females predominating largely, nearly in the proportion 
of 3 to 2* The greatest number of males, (74) was born in Feb- 
ruary, the least number, (41) in December; the greatest number 
of females, (64) in August, the ieatvt number in October and March, 
each* The maximum of males exceeded that of females 10 ; the 
'raimmum fell i^hort of that of the females seven. In June and 
November the number of females was alike, 57 ; so, also, in Sep- 
tember, December, February and May, 61 ; and in October and 
March, 48* In May, an equal number of males and females, (CI) 
was born; whilst 63 males in March are counterbalanced by 63 
females in April, and 57 females in November by 57 males in 
' Janoary* August produced one of unknown sex* Tlie first quar- 
ter was the most, the second quarter the least productive. The 
greatest number of male births occurred in the fourth quarter, 196 j 
the least numl^r in the second quarter, 165 ; the greatest number 
of female birt-h^, 181, in the first, the least number, 166, in the 
second quarter. The maximum of males exceeded tliat of the 
/emalcs 15; the minimum of males was one less than that of fe- 
toalea. The whole number of bu^ths during tfic first quarter was 
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372; the second quarter, 331 ; the third quarter, 345; the fourth 
quarter, 368; the unknown quarter, 5 ; making the County total 
for the year, 1,421, 

In Wash ington Coujityt Jiuie takes the lead, and May brings 
up the rear. The largest number of male births in any month 
was 5, and June, Oetober and February, each prodneed that num- 
ber ; the smallest number occurred in May ; the greatest number 
of females in August, the least number, (1,) in July^ November, 
February, March, and April- 

In addition to the equalities above referred tOj July, September, 
January, and April furiiiehed an equal number of males! ; June 
and September, also December and January, an equal number of 
females ; March, t^^o of unknown sex, and September^ December^ 
February^ and April, one each. January furnished an equal num- 
ber of both &exe8. 

The maximum of females exceeded that of males, 2 ; the minima 
of the S€xe9 were alike. The first quarter was the most^ the last 
quarter the least productive. The greatest number of male births 
was in the second quarter ; hi the first, third, and fourth quarters, an 
equal number was born ; the greatest number of female births was in 
the first, the least number m the fourth quarter; in the firat and 
third quarters the number was equah The maximum of females 
exceeded that of males, 2; the minimum gf males exceeded that 
of females, 6. The whole number of births during the lat, quarter 
was 20 ; the 2d, quarter, 18 ; the 3d, quartetj 17 ; the 4th* quarter, 
13; making 68 the County total for the yean 

In this County, we find a new anomaly ; viz. : that neither Au* 
gust nor Deeember contributed a single male, nor May a female 
child, according' io the Reiurm ; and this too in a section contain- 
ing 16,000 inhabitants II 

As resjjects the predominance of the sexes, the males were in 
the ascendency in Newport, Providence, and Washington Couji- 
ties, whilst in Bristol and Kent the females were. 

The proportion and percentage of births in the several Coun- 
ties, to the whole number in the State, w^ere as follow, viz* : 
In Bristol County— 1 in 10.622 or 9414 per cent. 
Ill Kent t* 1 in 19.776 or 5,056 ^^ M 

K In Newport « 1 in 18,405 or 5433 *^ fl 

H In Providence " 1 in 1,308 or 764^ *' S 

IP Washmgton " 1 in 27,338 or 3.658 " ^ 

A& regards complexion, in Bristol County, there were born 1701 
whites, and 5 blaAs, or colored ; for these terms are indiscrimi* 
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nately used, and applied BOmetimes to molattoes, at other times to 

I blacks, and at others still to both ; occasioning in consequence an 

'objectionable vagueness. Of these colored, 2 were males, born in 

November and February, the remainder /emaleSj of whom 2 were 

yrn in August, and 1 in ApriL 

In Ke\t County, the white births were 91, the colored 3 — viz. ^ 
^in June and February, each 1 male; in November, 1 female. 

In Newport County, there were born 99 whitegi, and 2 colored, 
iri^, : 1 male in March, and 1 female in August. 

In Providence County, the number of white children was 1,333 j 
of colored, 39, viz.: in May 3 males; in June, November, Decem- 
^r and January, each 2 ; in July, August, October, February, 
[arch, and unknown month, each 1 — making 17 \ in July^ August, 
January, Febniary, April, and May, each 1 female ; in October, 
eeniber, and March j each 2 ; in June and September, each 5 — 
'making 22. 

The proportion and percentage of white births to the whole num- 
of births, 1 in 1.027, or 97.370 per cent. — of colored births to 
the whole number of births, 1 in 37,938, or 2.630 per cent. 

By the last Census, the population of Bristol County consisted 
?f 8,264 whites and 250 blacks; the percentage of births on the 
^mier was 2.057; on the latter, 2.000. 

The popolatiou of KeiNT County was, whites, 14,S39 — blacks, 
J29 ; the jiercentage of births on the fonner was 0.613 ; on the 
ter, 1.310. 

In Newport Coujity, the white population of the Birth-Re* 
tn& section was 17,638; the black population, 671 ; there was, 
lerefore, by births, an increase on the farmer of 0.561 per cent, ; 
E>n the latter, of 0,298 per ceijL 

In the Returns portion of Providence County, the white popn- 
&tion was 44,820, the colored 1,275 ; being by births an incrcaae 
:>f 3.083 per cent on the former, and 3.058 per cent on the latter. 

The Returns show but 7 illegitimate children, 2 of them males, 

>ne born in December, and one in August : and 5 females, one 

iborn in February, and two each, in June and August — 4 of them 

|were whit*?, and one was c^ilored. Of the fathers, three were from 

eland, one from England, one from Wales, and two from parts 

' Emknowu. Of the mother?^, three were Americans, (one belonging 

\ \n New York, and two in this State,) two Irish, one English, and 

>ne Welsh. 

Thi^ makes, of the whole number of births, 1 in 265,571, or 
),376 per cent 
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The white illegitimate births were, to the whole number of 
white, as 1 ill 301,666, or 0,331 per cent. 

The colori'd illegitimates were, to the whole nmnbef of colored 
births^ aa 1 in 49.000, or 2,040 per cent. 

If we here have full and correct Returns, they speak well for the 
morality of the State, compared with that of other placest. In 
En^glaad, for example, it is stated that one-fourth of all the birtha 
in 1847— 48| were illegithnate. In 1843, they constituted 6.07 per 
cent, ; in 1S45, 7 per cent., and iii 1846, 6.07 per cent* The ilie- 
gltimate births in Paris have, some years, amounted to otie-third 
of aU born- 

** The ordinary i^roportion of illegitimate births to other births 
is — for France, 1 to 12.5 ; Prussia, ] to 13.1 ; England, 1 to 14; 
Sweden, 1 to 14.6- The preponderance of morality thus appear- 
ing in favor of the two latter Countries- In cities the propor- 
tions are strikingly different. In Paris, for 28 legitimate there are 
10 illegitimate births. In Stockholm j the proportion is 1 to 2»3; 
that is nearly a third of the children born in that Northern capi- 
tal are illegitiraate. In Berlin^ the proportion has ariseUj since 
1790, from 1 to 9, to 1 to 6." 

Plurality Cases* 

These are exhibited in Table HI, which may be eonsidered as 

supplementary to the precedi ng one, and is designed to present, 
in a separate and distinct view from the births in general among 
which they are incorporated, the cases of twins that occuin 
red during the year. The whole number of these was 15; as to 
sex they were divided 12 males, 18 females, October, November, 
January, and February, each furnished one pair; August and 
April, each two, March 3, and May 4 pairs. The largest number 
of males, in any one month, was 4, against 2 females, — in March ; 
the largest number of females 7, to 1 male, — in May* Neavpoiit 
County famished 2 pairs, (3 males and 1 female;) PROvmEwcE 
County 12 pairs, (9 males and 15 females*) Washington Coun 
ty 1 pair, (both females ;) not a sound was heard from either 
Bristol or Kent County. The Nativity of 16 parents was Amer- 
ican ; viz. 7 fathers and 6 mothers were natives of this State ; one 
father and one mother of New Hampshire ; and one mother of New 
York ; of the remaining 14 parents, one father and one mother 
was of English, 2 of each parent were of Irish^ and 4 of each of 
Unknown extract* The Occupations of the fathers are also noted 
so far as they were stated ; whereby it will be seen that the Farm 
ms^ next to the powerful class of Unknown, have distinguished 
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themselves the most The proportion of twin cases, to the whole 
nunibrr of births, was within a small fraction of 1 in 134, or 0-806 
per cent. Of these cases, 13 occurred in the city of Providence; 
w^hiclij to the whole number of births in the City furnisht^d a pro- 
portion of 1 in 117*833 or 0.848 per cent. According to the re- 
ports of PractitionerSj the proportion of trvin cases in Great 
Britain is 1 in 69 ; in Germany 1 in 84 ; in France 1 in 110; 
From the observation of those who have had large experience, it 
seems that twin children are generally of opposite sexes ; and 
that female are more common than male twins. So far as our 
UiTiited Returns go, they sustain both of these positions ; as they 

ow 6 cases of opposite sexes, 5 cases where both cliildren were 
"emalcs, and 4 cases where both were males. 

No Stillborn nor Miscarriages were returned, excepting from 
Providence and Bristol, In the city of Providence the Stillborn 
11 umbered 45 ; (23 m. 19 f. 3 u,) being of dead-born to live-born 
1 to 31*666 ; the Miscarriages were 6, being 1 to 235*666 fully 
matured births* In the Town of Bristol the StiU Born were 6 ] 
(2 m. 4 f. ) being 1 to 19*666 ; the Miscarriages 1 to 118. In 
Etiropean Cities the proportion of dead to living births is about 
1 to 19 ; whilst in rural districts the proportion is not more than 
half as great How it may be in the rural portions of this State, 
^we know not; according to the Returns, they enjoy a perfect ex- 
emption from such misfortunes. It is said that the number of 
male is much greater than of female dead-born* The proportion 
in "Western Flanders is 14 to 10, and so elsewhere ; in Providence 
M was about 13 to 10. 

I Influence of Season on Marriage. 

I This is shown by Table IV^ wherein is specified the whole 
Inumber of Marriages consummated in each month within the 
IState, the proportion in each County during the same periods, and 
Itbe total during the year ; also the color of the parties, and the 
f distinction as regards Nativity, of the American or Native-born, 
I the Foreign, and the Unknown, from one another. 
I The greatest number of these joyous occasions was celebrated 
I in November J when one hundred couples were joined in wed- 
I lock ; the least number^ 43, occurred in March, omitting the Un- 
I known month } for, strange as it may seem, two couples were 
I partial to that period. The second Registration quarter ranks 
I the highest, the fourth the lowest, in numbers. The 1st. quarter 
I furnished 206, the 2d., 258, the 3d., 209, and the 4tlL 156 couples, 
I AH of the marria^esj 831 in number^ were of wbiteai e^Cft^Siu%^\ 
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of which one occurred in each of the Counties of Kent, PtoTidenee, 
and Washington, The proportion of white marriages to the 
white population was 1 in 159.478, of the colored to the colored 
population 1 in 1020*666. The percentage of white indiviuals 
Tnarried was 1,241 ; of colored, 0,194 

In Bristol County j the greatest number of marriagegi, 9, oc- 
curred in November ; the least number, 1, in September ; in 
March and April each, there were 2 ; in June and February each* 
5 ] in Julyj January, and May each, 6 ; and in August^ October^ 
and December each, 7. The County proportion of the whole 
number of marriages was 1 in 13.190, or 7,581 per cent* 

In Kent County, the largest number of marriages, 10, occurrecl 
in October ; the smallest number, 1, in May, In February and 
April there were 2 each ; in Jime and July 3 eajch ; in August^ 
November, and December 4 each ; in September and January 5 
each; whilst in March there was not on<? ; and this in a popu- 
lation of 15,068 I The County proportion of the whole number 
of marriages was 1 in 19*32f5, or 5.174 per cent. 

In Newport County, 8 was the highest number in any one 
month, and both July and March indicate that number; the lea^t 
number was 3, which occurred in August, February, and March ; 
4 each occurred in November aiid January ; 5 each in June and 
October; 7 each in September and December; leaving 6 for 
April, The County proportion of the whole number of marria- 
ges was 1 in 13,190 or 7.581 per cent* 

In Providence County, the large jst number of marriages, 7% 
took place in November ; the smallest number, 30, in Maxch ; 
there were 46 each, in September and Febniary ; the number in 
the remaining months varied somewhat from one another. The 
County proportion of the whole number of marriagea wa.s 1 in 
1.463, or 68.352 per cent. 

In Washington County, the greatest number of marriages, 13, 
occurred in December ; the least number, 3, in March ; 11 occ-nr- 
red both in September and November, 9 in October and in Jan- 
uary ; 6 in February and in April ; 4 occurred in July, 5 in An* 
gust, and 7 in May. The couples united in the Unknown period 
belong to this County, The County proportion of the whole tuiiu- 
ber of marriages was 1 in 8.840, or 11.312 per cent 

Of the brides, 357, being 1 in 2.327, or 42.960 per cent, ; and of 
the grooms, 338, being 1 in 2.453, or 40,674 per cent., were Rhode 
IslanderB, At the time of marriage there were resident within the 
State, 644 of the grooms, being 1 in 1.290, or 77.519 per cent and 
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716 of the brides, being 1 in 1A60, or 86.206 per cent The old* 
est groora was 76 years of age ; a aecond marriage to a bride of 
47, also a second marriage. The oldest groom, first marriaLgej 58, 
2nd* marriage 65 years of age. 

The oldest bride was 5B years of age, — a second marriage ; the 
Idest bride, first nmrriage, 49 years of age* 
The youngest groom was 17, the youngest bride 14j years of 
age. 
^m The youngest groom, married the second time^ was 27, the young- 
^Kst bride, married the second time, was 19 years of age ; the young* 
^Bst bride, for the third time married, was 39 years old* 
^B The oldest couple married the first time, groom 57, bride 47 
Blears of age ; the oldest couples, married the second time, were a 
I groom 76 to a bride 47, and a groom 60, to a bride 50, years old. 
The youngest couple, first marriage, groom 17 and bride 15 ; 
the youngest couple, second marriage, groom 52, and bride 45 
ears old* 

The greatest disparity in the ages of any couple was 40 years; 
he groom being 65, and the bride 25 years old. 
There was an equality of ages in the case of 43 couples. 
There were 5 brides of 15 years and under ; also 196 brides of 
from 15 to 20 years of age ; whilst there were but 28 grooms so 
young as 20 years. This shows a very marked di fibre nee as to 
the period at which the two sexes formed a matrimonial alliance* 
f the females, 1 in 4.164 or about 25 per cent, ventured to as- 
lume the responsibilities of this new social position ere they had 
seaped, or when they had but barely passed, their teens ; whilst 
of the males all but 1 in 29.646 or 3*373 per cent, wisely, or from 
necessity, which in this matter shouJd be a cause for congratula* 
ition, avoided prematurely entering upon this new and important 
here of action. 

Remarks on Mortality, 

We propose next to examine more in detail the subject of 

[Deaths ; the most serious and solemn position of our duty, though 

loae which, if rightly viewed, carefully studied, and duly profited 

Iky, must, in process of time, eventuate greatly to the advantage 

and well-being of the people, and consequently augment the pros- 

erity of the Nation. To apply to this subject the admirable 

^uage of a foreign medical writer,* " It is no objection to the 

lue of these records, to say that they chronicle with greater mi- 

Itiuteness and accuracy the national ills and chastisements, than 

•Hie British and Foreign Medico-Cbirnii^eal Be view, vol. Y., ip. t\^, el %e^. 
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the national happiiieiBs and success. The most dreary and pain- 
fid side of buman existence is certainly most largely presented to 
uSi The shadow of imperfection and decay tinges all things with 
its melancholy hues. Our path is rather through the gloomy val- 
ley, and under the shade of cypressea, than on the mvigorating 
mountain side, resplendent with the light of heaven. But tlds 
seeois to be the necessary result of all true histories of the social 
condition of a people. That which is strongest and most perma* 
ment presses aside that which is less vigorous and enduring. — 
Happiness and comfort escape the chronicler 5 the gaunt features 
of misery and distress are ever before him. The happy hours of 
a nation's^ as of an individual's life^ are as the sandy ripples which 
the advancing tide washes into smoothness ; the hours of sorrow 
and of trouble are like those ripples fossilized into stone. " 
Influence of Season on Mortality, 

Table V. iji om series was constructed for the purpose of exhib- 
iting the number of Male, Female, and Unknown deaths which 
occurred in the whole State and in the several Counties of the 
the State, during each month of the year. As has been shown in 
tlie Tabular Abstractj so here we find it confirmed that, the total 
number of deaths was 1,126* The proportion and percentage of 
the deaths to the population have been given whilst remarking on 
Table I; in the course of the present obsei-vations we shall give 
the monthly proportion and percentage of deaths for the State ; 
and also the County proportions and percentages of the whole 
number of deaths. 

It will be seen that the ^eatest mortality prevailed in August, 
and that the greatest number of both sexes, and of the unknown 
sex then died ; viz : 81 males, 70 females, and 5 unknown ; mak- 
ing together 156* 

The next most fatal month was September ; and the third was 
January ; in each of these the mortality exceeded one hundred* 

The least fatal month was November, in which there died, of 
males, 31, of females, 36, and of the unknown sex, one ; being a to- 
tal of 68. The next least fatal month was June, wherein occurred 
38 male, and 32 female deaths ; making 70 for the total. 

Of the remaining months, the range of mortality was bct\\^een 
90 and 100 in March and May ; and between 80 and 90 in July, 
October, December, February, and Aprih The least number of 
males died in November, the least number of females in June, — 
In July and February the male deaths were the same in number, 
in January and March the number of females was the same. The 
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rnale deaths in June, corresponded to the female in July. The 
same hoidb true in regard to the males in March, and the females 
in May, The male and female deaths ia December and Feb- 
niary were, interchangeably, alike. 

The nxonthly number, proportion, and percentage of deaths were 
as follow, viz : 
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The greatest total mortality occurred in the fct quarter, em- 
bracing the months of June, July, and August ; the least in the 
second quarter. The greatest male and female mortality occurred 
in the first quarter ; the least male in the third quarter ; the least 
female in the second quarter ; the greatest number of the unknown 
ex in the first quarter ; in the remaining three the number was 
iqnal* 

The whole number in the several quarters and the distinctive 
number of each sex, and of the unknown, were as follow, viz : 

1st. Quarter, June, July, Aug., Total 307, Hales 162, Fern. 140, Uuk^n.5. 

2nd, ** Sept., Oct,, Nov., 

Sti « Dec, Jan., Feb,, 
14th. « M*ch., Ap*L, May, 
lUnknowB Period. 
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The Quarterly per centage of deaths was as follows, viz ; 
■ 1st. Quarter. Total per ct. 27 J 00. Male per ct 28,422, Fern, per ct, 25,088. 
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If we now ejt amine the Conntiea, we shaE find that the relative 
motithlj mcniality yeried somewhat In Bristol County, the 
mortality was the greatest in March and April ] the deaths being 
equal in those tw^o months, though differently divided between the 
mexen ; the number of males and af females were alike in March, bnt 
in April that of males constituted 7-8 of the whole ; and the two 
months furnished one fourth of the mortality for the year- The 
lea^t number of deaths took place in July* The deaths in June 
and January, in September, Novemberj and Febiiary, in October, 
December, and Mayj also in March and April, were alike equal. 
The months of October, November, December and March were 
each fatal to the sexes equally ; October and December, were both 
equally fatal to the sexes ; June and January were interchangeably 
fatal ; the males in June corresponding to the females in Janiiary, 
the females in June to the males in January, The proportion of 
males to females was alike in June and May; the number of 
males in June, August, October, December, and May were the 
Bame ; so also the number of females in July, September, Octo- 
ber, December. January, and Febniary ; and in June, November, 
and May, The greatc^it number of males died in AprU; of fe- 
males in August and March ; the least number of males in Sep 
tember and February ; the least number of females in April* 

The total mortality was the greatest in the first, the least in the 
second quarter ; and equal in the fi.r8t and fourth quarters. The 
male mortality was the greatest in the fourth, and alike in the re* 
maining quarters; the female was greatest, and alike in the first 
and third quarters; the least in the fourth quarter* The quarter- 
terly deaths were, in the 

Ist, Quarter. 6 malesj 9 fern. ; making a total of 15- 
2nd, « 6 *' 8 " " f* 14. 

3d. ** 6 '* 9 « " " 15. 

4th. ^* 14 " 7 " " '* 22. Unknown,!. 

The deaths in the County to the whole number of deaths was 
1 in 17.060, or 5.861 per cent. 

In Kent County, the greatest mortality was in May ; the least 
in December ; it was alike in June, November, and February ; in 
Augustj October, and June ■ also in September and March. In 
August and November the same number of both sexes died The 
proportion of males to females was the same in June and Febru* 
ary. No female deaths occurred in Decemberj and none of either 
sex in July. In August and November the same number of both 



I 

^Bexea died; iiiJune, January » and February, in Augxist, November^ 

^^)ecemberj and Mareh, and in April and May, the same number of 

males ; in Augnst, September, November, and JaimarvT and in 

June, February, March, and April, the same number of females. 

The greatest number of males died in April and May; — of fe- 

finales in May; the least number of males in September and Oc- 

^■ober J the least number of females in June^ February, March, and 

^^April. The male deaths were to the female as 1,421 to L 

The total mortality was the greatest in the fourth, the least in 
the fijTst quarter* The greatest male mortality occurred in the 
fourth, the least in the second quarter; the greatest female in the 
jsecond, the least m the first and third quarters- 
The quarterly number of deaths were, in the 
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The County proportion was 1 in 23.520, or 4,440 per cent. 

In Newport County, the greatest mortality prevailed in Janu- 
ary ; the least in June and November , it was alike in June and 
November; in July, May, and the nameless month, (which among 
deaths is recognised only in this County,) and in December, Feb- 
ruary, and March. An equal number of both sexes died in June. 
The proportion of males to females was the same in July and 
May ; also in December and February. The greatest and the 
least number of deaths in any month was of females. There was 
an equal number of male deaths in June and the unknown month ; 
in July, November, and May ; in August, October and January ; 

September, December, and February ; the sam ewas the case 
with the females in June, July, and May; in December and Febru* 
arj- ; in April and the unknown month. The female deaths were 
'^o the male about as 8 to 7- 

The total mortality was the greatest in the third, and the least 
I in the first quarter. The male mortality was also the greatest in 
the third, and the least in the first quarter ; so likewise the female. 

The quarterly number of deaths were, in the 



1st. Quarter, 


13 males, 


9 females, 


total 21. 


2nd. ' 


15 " 


17 « 


'« 32. 


3d. « 


17 « 


27 " 


« 44. 


4th. •« 


13 '* 


13 " 


« 35. 


Unknown^ 


3 " 


3 « 


« 5. 



102 



FIRST REGISTRATION REPOET* |1853-53, 



County proportioii of the whole number of defttii^ ^ra^ 1 in 
a86«, cir 1 L279 per cent 

In Providknck CountyT the greatest mortality was in Ao^^t, 
when the deaths were, to the whole mimber in the yemr. as 1 in 
(LH<i9, or 1 l.'^f^H per cent. ; the least mortality occmred io June, 
January and May, March and April, proved equally fatsL The 
male deaths in J an nary and February were alike ; the female in Oc- 
tober Hhd Fehnijiryi and in December and April. The number of 
inn leu in Nov**inberT corresponded to the females in Jaiie; in Oc- 
tober to July ; ki December to February; in February to May, 
The greatest number of malcs^ and of females died in August ; the 
least number of males in November, of females in June. The 
proportion of male to female deaths for the year was as 1*068 to 1. 

The total inijrtality was the greatest in the first, the least in the 
third quiirter; thegreatetit male and female mortality was in the 
lir»*t» Uie least male in the third, and the least female in the see- 
on tl qnnrliT, 

The qnarterly number of deaths were, in the 
iNt, QuartiT, Jimlee 128, females 114, nok'n, 2^ total 244. 
2nd. ** ** 100, *' 90, '« 1, « 197. 

3tL « " on, '« 97, " 1, « 194. 

4th, " " 102, ** 107, *^ 1, " 2m 

The County proportion was 1 in 1,333, or 75.075 per ceni 

In Washixgton County, the greatest mortality was in August, 
the letiBt hi May; it was alike in June, October, and March; in 
July mid November; in September and Jamiary* There were no 
deaths of either sex in February and April; none of males in No- 
vember and May ; none of females in July. The number of deaths 
in Juno and March were interchangeably alike; the number of 
males ju June, September, and January, in July and August, and 
in October and December were alike ; also of females in August 
and October, and in September, December, January^ March, and 
May; The number of males in March, corresponded to the females 
in June, dso the males in July^ when there were no female deaths, 
to the females in November, when there were no male deaths* — 
The greatest number of male deaths took place in July and Au- 
gust, of females in November. The proportion of male to female 
deaths for the year was as 1.176 to 1. 

The total mortality was the greatest in the 1st, the least in the 
3d., and 4th., quarters ; the greatest male mortality was in the Ist, 
the least in the other three quarters ; the greatest female in the 
2d,, and the least in the 3d., and 4th* quarters. 



^^Xhe quarterly number of deaths were in the 
^M 1st, Quarter, malea 11, femaleB 5, unknown 1, total 17, 
H 2d. 3, '' 8, *^ IL 

H 3d. «« »« 3, '^ 2, «' 5. 

" 4th- » *' 3, *' 2, " 5. 

The Comity proportion was 1 in 29.631, or 3.374 per cent. 
In Kent, Newport^ and Washington Counties, the deaths in 
June stood, males 3, 2, 1 — females 1, 2, 3j in Bristol and 
Kent, in P'ebmary, males 1, 3, — females 3, L The totals for 
Kent J Newport, and Wafc*hington were alike in June; of New- 
port and Washington^ in Jnly; of Bristol and Kent in Octo- 
ber ; of Bristol, Kent, and Newport in November ; and of 
Bristol and Kent in Febniary. The totals for Kent, Newport, and 
Washington in June, of Bristol in September, of Washington in 
October, of Bristol, Kent, and Newport in November, of Bristol 
and Kent in February, and Washington in March, have the same 
representative number^ as also Bristol in June, Washington in Ju- 
blj and November, Bristol in January, Kent in April, and New- 
W'port in May; the same holdw true as to Bristol in July, Kent in 
September, Washington in December, and Kent in March ; also 
in respect to Kent in August, Bristol and Kent in October, Bris- 
tol in December, and Kent in January; ako as regards Bristol In 
August, and Newport in April ; Washington in August, and Bris- 
tol in March and April j Washington in September, Kent in De- 
cember, and Washington in January- But we will not pursue 
this curious subject, into which we have been accidentally drawn, 
any further; although these eorrcspondencesj as well as certain 
contrasts and coincidences, would admit of its being much ex- 
tended. 

Tiie number of deaths during the year, ae has been stated, was 
1,126 J being at the rate of 93.833 monthly ; 21.653 weekly ; 3.084 
daUy. 

In Bristol Co. the monthly rate was 5.500, the weekly 1.209, the daily 0AM. 

I "Kent « " " 4JC6, « « 0.961, « « 0.130. 

"Newport « « "10^83," " 2.442, ^ *' 0.347. 

"Providence '' " *^ 70.416, « « 1G.173, " *< 2.315. 

" A^ashinglon ** " " aiCC,« " 0.730, ** « 0.104. 

Influence of Age on Moetality, 
We propose now to examine the bearing of Age on mortality; 
I and for this purpose Table VI was eonstructed, which h design* 
I ed to show the number of each Sex and of the Unknown, who 
died at different agea in the several Counties duiiug \ke ^^^x, 
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Ab by the preceding Table we learn how tme it is, as has been 
sadly and expressively declared, 

*' TIiou hasi all leasona f^rtlimoo^six, O i DcatlSj' 
SO by this we find, it h equally true, that 

** From Deatli'ii arref t w> age it free," 

III the present instance the range h an unusually wide one, e" 
tending from the infantile period, when life is measured by min- 
utes and hours merely, to the extreme senile period when time is 
marked by scores, and age has established itself within the con* 
fines of a second century. 

We have varied slightly ixom the customary plan of arrange- 
ment in such tables, in order actually to include the years intend- 
ed and which are supposed to be, but usually are not, in reality. 
By reference to this Table, it wiU be seen that the greatest mor- 
tality prevailed among those of one year of age, and under, of 
both sexes, the proportion however of males being somewhat 
greater than that of females; the former being to the whole num- 
ber of male deaths 1 in 6.063 ; the latter to the total of female 
deaths 1 in 7.676, Nearly one half of the outcasts classed as un- 
known j fortunately terminated their career at this time. 

The next most fatal period was from the age of 20 to 30 years ; 
the number of each sex was nearly equal ; but the proportion of 
female was greater than of male deaths. The third period was 
from 1 to 2 years of age, when the proportion of females also ex- 
ceeded that of males; the males being 1 in 11.6323 the females 1 
in 9,909. The fourth most fatal period was from 30 to 40 years | 
here the number of the sexes was nearly alike, but still there was an 
excess in the proportion of females- The fifth period was from 40 
to 50 ; the proportion of males much in excess of females. The 
sixth period was from 60 to 70 years ; the males being numerically 
and proportionally in excess ; the males were 1 in 14250, the fe- 
malesl in 18*166, The seventh period was from 70 to 80, the males 
still in excess. 

The 8th period was from 50 to 60, the females in excess. 
a «( 2 '' 3, 
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The resalt of numerous and extensive observations in Europe 
isj that mortality among males is far greater than among females, 
^in eariy infancy; and thus?, It is by some supposed, the fact is sat- 
^^&etoriJy accounted for that, although there is an excess of males 
^at birth, there is almost always, if not invariably, an excess of fe- 
^^aales in a population. In this State there %vas an excess of m lie 
^ftirths^ and as above shown an excess of male deaths during the 
^Krst infantile period Another result is that, from the period just 
^•flamed nutU passed puberty, mortality presses rather more heavily 
on females than on maJes. This it will be found also holds true 
with us. There are other results which we will refrain remarking 
upon, inasmuch as our returns arc too limited to render com pari - 
eons at all satisfactory* As respects longevity, Dr» Mare d*Es- 
pine fturnishes a table, constructed, from 10^203 deaths in the Can- 
ton of Geneva, from which it appears that in 1000 deaths of all 
ageSj 238 individuals attained the age of 70 and upwards, 8G 
the age of 80 and upwards ; and 8.1 the age of 90 and upwards ; 
accOTding to the English Registration Reports the proportions are 
143, 59, and 84 ; and by M. Quetelef s table 170, 5S, and 7. In 
our limited Returns the proportions arc still less. 

The divisional periods of which we have spoken, arranged and 
tabulated in the order in which mortality was the most prevalent, 
would make the following exhibit in regard to the uomber, pro- 
portion, and perceutage of deaths at each period, to the whole 
number for the Year. 
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It would be interesting, and is important^ to show the propor- 
[tion of deaths to the population at theBe different periodsj but un- 
1 foTturintel y we have not at present the means within our reach 
I fe doing .so, all of our efforts to obtain thera having proved abor- 
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111 Table VI we b&ve mftrked the divi^iional periods numericul- 
l^ in the order in which they there appear. We shall find how- 
ever that, various transpositions w^ill be requisite, according as the 
total mortality in each period is examined, or the fatality to each 
sex separately ; and that further changes wiU be necessary, if, in- 
stead of viewing the mortality in reference to the State at large, 
we consider it in relation to the several Counties independcQtly. 
The mortality to individnals, irrespective of sex, throughout the 
State, will require the periods rearranged as follows ; viz, 

1, 9, 2, 10, 11, 13, 14, 12, 3, 6, 15, 8, 4, 18, 5, 7, 16, 17, 
The Sexes and Unknown separately viewed relative to the 
mortality, will require the following rearrangements ; vi^. 

Males 1, 9, 10, 9, 11, 13, 14, 12, 3, 6, 4, 15, 18, 8, 5, 7, 16, 17. 
Females, 1, % % 10, 11, 3, 12, 14, 13, 15, 8, 6, 4, 5, 18, 7, 16, 17, 
Unknown. 1, 18, 2, 3, ^ ^ - - ^ - - - - 

Upon an examination of the mortality by Counties, still further 
trans posit! on j$ will become necessary ; thus the order will be for 

Bristol Co. 11, 1, 2,12,10,0,14,15, 3, 4, % 8, 5,13, 7, 0^ 1% IS 
Kent ^ 18,14,12,13, 1,9,11, 2, 3, 6, 7,15, 4, 5,10, 8,16,17 
Newport" 15,13,14, 9,12,6, 1,10, 8, 2, 3,11, 7, 5, 4,16,17,18 
Providence 1, % 2, 10, 11, 3, 13, 6, 8,12, 14, 4, IS, 6, 15, 7, 16, 17 
Washington 15, 1,12,13, 3,2, 6, 9,10,11,14,18, 4, 5, 7, 8,16,11 

The age at death varies from one day to one hundred and five 
years. Nearly one-fourth of the whole mortality occurred before 
the individuals had passed the second year of their age; a little 
more than one third, ere the fourth year was passed; two-fifths 
before the tenth year was exceeded ; much more than one half at 
the early age of thirty ; and two-thirds before the prime of life had 
been attained. 

Truly may we declare, " It is when the opening bud is blighted^ 
or life is eut off in the full bloom of usefulness, — in the midst of 
happiness, affection, and esteem, — that the great calami tiea of 
mortality are exhibited. Such are the desolate spots of human ex- 
istence, standing in the centre of its healthy fruition, waste and 
arid, showing happy aims defeated, and its joys engulfed in un- 
fathomable sorrows* The science that promises in some measuie 
to mitigate the horrors of this howling wilderness, is surely an ob- 
ject before which sarcasm, and faction, and selfishness may wrfl 
be dumb.^ 
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The Causes of Death. 
In examining Returns to ascertain the causes of mortality, we 
are reminded that Death not only visits us at all seasons, selects 
his victims from all ages, but also that he is no respecter of per- 
sons ; that his icy fingers leave their impress on high and low ; 
rich and poor ; that he claims as his own the delicate and fragile 
plant, which no sooner blossoms, than it is exhaled and goes to 
Heaven, as well as the noble and sturdy oak whose giant limbs 
have withstood the violence of raging storms for more than a cen- 
tury. He gathers in his train all, from the span-long child whose 
twilight life was briefer than the fire-fiy's glimmer, to the veteran 
who comes to his " grave in a full age, like as a sihock of corn 
Cometh in his season. '* 
g Yet let not the fatalist presume to assert, nor the mere looker-^ 
^■pn thoughtlessly to declare, such being the case, it is utterly use- 
^less to investigate vital statistics, or examine mortuary returns. — 
[ Our reply would be, this is a great mistake* Although death ia 
the inevitable lot of all, the time thereof is not unalterably fixed^ 
ia not, in all cases, definitively settled* A just and overruling 
Providence, in the height of wisdom and with unbounded beneli- 
^nce, has so established the laws of our Nature, that we have the 
means, would that we always manifested or exerted the necessa- 
ry vrill, to ameliorate our condition, to alleviate our sufferings, 
materiaUy to abridge the ravages of disease, and prolong the lease 
of life; so that eventually, there ia reason to believe, it might be 
lengthened out for a very large portion of mankind, to the three 
score years and ten* In truth, we have '* life and goodj and death 
and evilj *' placed before us. Which to choose we must ourselves 
decide ; and as may be our decision, so must be the conse* 
quenoes. To act understajidingly, to decide wisely, we must dOi- 
gently examine the great subject of vitality, in all its varied forms 
and modifications, and as one important step towards attaining 
the object steadily to be kept in view, it is necessary carefully to 
prepare, and attentively to study the mortuary returns, such as 
ttie included in Tables like those which we have been, and are 
about, considering. 

So momentous do we deem this subject that we shall offer no 
apology for dwelling on it at some length, and for quoting free* 
ly from those who have written upon it 

" The experience of all countries preserving such records, " says 
DeBow,* *' shows a marked amelioration of society, diminution 

• '* J. B. B. DeBow, Esq., Superintendent oi the D. 9. Cemrai," 
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of disease*^ and extension of the average period of life* The phj- 
siccil condition of man has improved in equal pace, witli a know- 
ledge of ihe causes aiiecting him aud their degree of inteiiseness/* 
** Individuals and societies, '* obierves another writer, f ^ haTe 
tbeJr health very much at their own disposal; — a carefbl avoid- 
ance^ on the one hatid^ of what is noxious, and a judicious attentioii 
to what id tjcncficiaJf are what are chiefly necessary for the pres^ 
ervatiou of the human frame in health to old age ; — and prema- 
tare draths^ over and above those which result from unforseen 
ea&ualties^ instead of being, as supposed by the untutored mind, a 
mysterjoufl and irreversible decree of Providence, are simply the 
natural effect of our own violation of laws which Providence has 
appointed for our welfare. There is no fact more clc^arly ascer- 
tained, than that disease and prematiire death, are not aud never 
have been, fixed at any given amount, but yield constantly to the 
power of any new conditions which man may be able to iiitm* 
dttce* Sickness and mortality vary both in place and time, ae* 
eording to physical and organic conditions- 
Inquiries into these subjects were not made in ancient times ; 
but, ilurtng the last two hundred years, such facts have been re* 
corded as enable us to ascertain that, in that space of time, with 
regard to nearly the whole of Europe, there has been a gradual 
improvement in health and life, in proportion to improved condi- 
tions. In Sweden, for instance, between 1756 and 1763, the an- 
niiul mortality was, for males, 1 in 33 1-4; for females, 1 in 35 
3-4; whereas, in the year 1800, it had diminifc^hed to 1 in 34 3-4 
for n^ales, and 1 in 37 1-2 for females. From mortuary tables 
preserved with considerable accuracy at Geneva, it appears that, 
at the time of the Reformation^ one-half the children born, died 
witJiin the sixth year ; in the seventeenth century, not until the 
twelvth year ; in the eighteenth century, not until the tvt^euty- 
seventh year ; consequently, in the space of about three centuries, 
the probability that a child born in Geneva would arrive at ma* 
turity has increased five fold* In London in the year 1606, the 
annual deaths were 1 in 14 1-2, or 7 per cent, of the population ; 
and in plague years during that century ^ it reached 25 in 100, or 
every fourth man, woman, and child ! In 1838, it was only 1 in 
35 1-2. Knowing that, at the former period, the city was dense 
and ill-cleansed, and that the habits of the people were not then 
what they are now, we cannot doubt that this diminution of mor- 
tality to less than one-half is owing to the improved conditions la 
t ** Chamb<?r'8 laformation for the People- '* 



1853-53.] 



EATE Ol 



which human beings now live in the metropolis. Between the 
years 1730 and 1750, 74 of every 100 children born in London, 
died before they were six years of age ; but in more recent timeSj 
only 31 and a fraction out of every 100 die under the same age ; 
that is to say, the deaths of children in Londen were then more 
than twice as numerous aa they are now. About a centm^y ago^ 
the mortality of the children received into the London hospitals 
was of astonishing amount. Though the fact seema scarcely cred* 
ible, we believe there is no good reason to doubt, that of the 2,800 
aiiaually received, 2,690, or twenig-ihree in evert/ tn^eni^-f our j died 
before they were a year old. It was at length seen that this mor- 
tality was the effect of overcrowding, impure air, and imperfect 
aliment; and, after an act of parliament had been procured to 
compel the officers to send the infants to nurse in the country, 
only 450 out of 2,800 died in the first year. It has been ascer- 
tained that, during the last century, about a third has been ad- 
^ ded to the average expectation of life ; that is to say, an individ- 
ual now has as good a chance of living forty years, as he had a 
himdred years ago of living thirty* To what can such a fact be 
owing but to the diminution of the causes of disease in the im- 
pTOved condition of the people. 

A curious investigation has been made in London, to ascertain 
the effect of density of population upon health. In a large dis- 

fctnctJ where the population is so dense that there is only 35 square 
raids for each person, the annual mortality is 3,428 ; in another 
Bistriet of the same population, where each individual has an al- 
lowance of 119 square yards j the mortality sinks to 2,786 ; in a 
third where there are 180 Bquare yards to each person, the mortal- 
ity is only 2,289, or under tu^o-thirds of what it is in the closest of 
the three districts. It was also found that, in the three districts, 
the mortality from typhus fever was, respectively, aa we go from 
the roomie&t to the closest, 131, 181, and 349. Precisely similar 
suits have been discovered in Paris, M. Villerme has there as- 
rtaincd, that the poor in some arrondissements are just double 
what they arc in the rich. Taking the whole of the above facts 
into account, we must see that not only do health and longevity 
depend expresaly on lawei, the operation of which we can under* 
d, but man has it in his power to modify to a great extent the 
Circumstances in which he lives, with a view to the promotion of 
his organic well-being and preservation. It may not immediately 
be in the power of every one to change his circumstances from the 
unhealthy to the healthy ; but it is a great matter to know tha.t 
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■* Vef% the noil who is jkjmoktpm^ * wicked* does not Hire 
0«l hrif hii dmjv ; nor k tlik the inocsl of hb pnmshnieitt, fc^ he 
b BOfedba half dead vlule be ^Bpeaistolm. 

** Let the jom^ man then, moiraiiberf thai, for everj otknce 
whieii he eiomimta against the laws of bealtli* oatare will bring 
him into jndgmenL However graciously God may deal wtb the 
heatt, all oar expeiienee proTes that He nerer pardons stomaeh, 
miisdc^ htn^ or biain. Tbe^ most expiate their offence* un- 
vicarionaty^ Nay, theie are nnmeronB and obvions cases of vio- 
taiid physical law^ where Natare, with all her diligence and se- 
rerity, seemd nnable to scourge the o^nder enough daring his 
Ufietime, and so she goes on plying her sconrge upon his chMdren 
and hb children's children after him, even to the third and fourth 
^fieration* The punishment is entmted on posterity ; nor human 
law, nor hnman device, can break the entailment. And in these 
hereditary inflictions. Nature abhors alike the primogeniture laws 
of England, and the Salic laws of France. All the sons and all the 
daughters are made inheritors, not in aliquot parts ; but, by a kind of 
malignant multiplication in the distemper, each inherits the whole- '^ 

** Health IS earned, — ^as literally so, as any commodity in the 
market. Health can be accumulated, invested, made to yield it^ 
interest and it^ compound interest, and thus be doubled and re- 
doubled. The capital of health, indeed, may all be forfeited by 
one physical misdemeanor, as a rich man may sink all his pro* 
perty in one bad speculation; but it is as capable of being in- 

* tlort^e ftUim In hU ** Thsm^U for a Yotmg^ Mao, " pag«s 14, 19, and 23. 
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creased a.8 any other kind of capital ; and it can be safely insuied 
on payment of the reasonable premium of temperance and fore- 
thought. This, too, is a species of wealth, which is not only ca- 
pable of a life-long enjoyment by its po&?*essor, but it may be 
transmitted to children by a will and testament that no human 
judicature can set axside, ^ 

** About two millions of inhabitants are contained in the me- 
tepolis" [London,] says the Journal of Public Health* "or about 
one-eighth of the population of England and Wales, and about 
one-fourteenth of the United Kingdom, Of this number, accord* 
ing to the Registrar General" more than 50,000 ** die annually, or 
1 in 39. But if the rate of mortality were 1 in 50, in place of 1 
in 39, as it is in several large towns of England, and in the health- 
ier parts of the metropolis itself, there would be an annual saving 
of 10,278 lives. In the metropolis, there are about 966 deaths eve- 
ry week, nearly 38 deaths a day^ or oojisiderably more than one 
every hour, over and above what ought to happen in the common 
eourse of nature. Now, it has been calcnlated that, for every 
death which takes place, there are 28 cases of sickness wMch do 
not end fatally. We have, therefore, 387,296 cases of sickness oc- 
oirring in the metropolis every year, which are imnecesaary and 
fTeventible ; 13,833 lives could be saved, — ^more than a third of a 
million of cases could be prevented*" 

The Registrar General of England, in the Return of the Mar- 
riages, Births, and Deaths for the Quarter ending with June 1850, 
«ays *^more than seven millions of people inhabiting the metrop* 
©lis and all the cities and great centres of industry, are still ex- 
posed to a mortality which is not inherent in their nature, bnt is 
due to the artiheial circumstances in which they are placed. The 
waters, the sewers, the soils, the church-yards, the houses emit 
poisons. To every ten natural deatha, four violent deaths, — deaths 
from tltese poisonous exhalations — are superadded*'' 

According to the Edinbiu-g Review,! " out of every two per- 
sons who die in the east of London, one perishes from preventi- 
ble causes. From twenty to thirty thousand of the laboring popu- 
lation of London are killed every year by causes which, if we 
chose, we might expel by a current of water. Though we do not 
ake these persons out of their houses and murder them, we do 
'the same thing in nffect,^ — we neglect them in their poisonous 
homes, and leave them there to a lingering but certain death*" 

♦Jommftl of Pahlte Heolth, Vul. 3, p. 225, 

t Ho, CLXXXm and CLXXXIV January and Apttl \S50. 
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*' Whatever difficulties may still haunt the speculations of ecoii^ 
omiste on the increase of population^ no one now doul^ts that It 
is for the interest of the public at large, no less than for the happi* 
ness of the few imniediately interested in each human being, that 
tjie life once breathed stioukl, if possible, be preserved, until it is 
released by the natural wearing away of its earthly tabernacle/* — 
** Been through the departing shadow of a wide wasting pesti- 
lence, the science wlucli aims at preserving health by precaution- 
ary arrangements, now presents itself di%'ested of the vulgar and 
unsightly attributes which formerly repelled public attention to© 
much &om its detaDs \ and stands forth in the true and pure light 
of its beneficent object — the saving of human Ufe, 

In England alone, the average annual number of deaths &01Q 
disease is, in round numbers, 300,000, — ^while that of deaths from 
the mere decay and exhaustion of the human frame by the pro- 
gress of time, is only 35,000. In the difference between these 
two numbers, we see the vast and vital field in which the sanlta^ 
ry reformer proposes to workp '^That disease shall ever be entirely 
exterminated, is of course beyond the belief or hope of the most 
sanguine : But every disease has somewhere its specific and ef- 
ficient cause, — and that these causes can be removed, or much 
weakened in their action, in very many instances, is not only with- 
in the bounds of hope, but has been satisfactorily proved. When 
sanitary legislation gives us its successful resulta, they will be rep* 
resented by the reduction of tlie number of those who die of dis- 
ease, in their early days, or in the prime of life — and in the in- 
ctreased number of those who have completed their allotted course 
in health, and been (leacefully gatliered to their fathers- 

Accordiuglyj sanitary improvements have not directly in \iew 
the extension of the natural period of human life, but only the re- 
moval of influences which arlifiviaUtf curtail it*" 

The opinions of many other i a di vidua Is, ^vho occupy command- 
ing and responsible positions in the ranks of science, might be 
<dted, all tending to the same pointy and confirming the declara' 
tions above get forth. But what wc have quoted will probably be 
sufficient and satisfactory. It may be said, and with tmtli, that 
some of the causes which produce the appalling results mentioned, 
and occasion such an awful destruction of life abroad^ do not ex- 
ist with us. But though not in degree, many of them do in kind ; 
and win, from their very nature, be constantly increasing in viru- 
lence and power, unless a vigilant care is exercised, and energetic 
sanitary measures are used to eradicate them, or keep them in 
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cheek. They will never of themselves ran out ; so long as they 
can vietiiBize, they will not themselves become vietims. The 
Bimple inapection of our Age Table must convince the most caa- 
mal observer that an unnatural state of things exists ; that there are 
enemies secretly liirkmg in our midst, sowing the seeds of sorrow, 
aickncsssj and distreset, which should be summarily ejected, or 
whose influence should be counteracted; we see that Death 
makes his largest drafts on the young j that his heaviest tax is 
levied on childhood^ youth, and early manhood. What this un- 
natural state is ; who these enemies are ; why such enormous 
drafts are made, such burdensome taxes assessed, — it is our duty 
to ourselves, to the rising generation, to those who are hereafter to 
follow, diligently to inquire and search out. Without proper in* 
vestigatlon, our sin of omission wiU inevitably be visited on un- 
born multitudes. We cannot arrive at any satisfactory result by 

I intuition ; it can only be accomplished by patient research ; by 

^ cautious examination ; by well directed inquiries ; due obscrva- 

Worn 

^^eni 

t n ot it: 



[ins ; by an accumulation of facts ; an exercise of sound judg- 



lent and discrimination, unbiassed by theories and preconeeived 
notions. He, who called upon Hercules for aid, was required, be- 
assistance was granted him, to put his own shoulder to the 
"wheeL So must it be with us* Liatead of folding otu- arms and 
resigning ourselves to what we miatakingly term our inevitable 
fate, and railing against Nature, because the laws of the Supreme 
are not put aside for our accommodationj we must arouse from 
our lethargy, and exert ourselves to the best of oiu* abilities to 
learn, wk^ il is (hid a major lit/ of mankhid do not live out haff their 
dmjs. When proper exertions are used, they will be found to receive 
the blessings of Divine Providence, and it will be made apparent 
that, iustead of warring against irreversible decrees, we are act- 
ing in accordance with the dictates of humanity, and consonant 
the high behest of the All-wise Creator; therefore the efforts 

iust and will ultimately be crowned with success- 

ReMARKS on DlSEASBSi 

In order that it mny be seen wliat Causes produced the deaths 

which occurred among us during the year, Tablk VIL was con- 

stracted* The arrangement by us followed is one which by no 

aeans commends itself to us for its definiteness and precision ; 

has been selected, because it is the one generally adopted ; 

ud it is desirable to have as much uniformity as possible, for con- 

enienee of comparisouj in the chief Tables employed ioi "B^e^vi^- 
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trative purposes. It appean^ to iid thai^ in the attempts which 
have beon made at. siinplifieatJon, the darktic^ baB only become the 
more obscure ; that often, sense has been sacrificed to so cailed sim- 
plicity, and precision to brevity* A plan that will admit of placing 
the BEtne IHsceaBc with propriety urider vajions lieads or namesj so 
that each one is left to choose according to \ih fancy, or to mark 
down haphazardly, as he may on the epur of tbe moment be 
prompted, et^rtaiiily will have a tendency to make confusion worse 
confoujided. The extreme vagiienesof some terms answers admi- 
rably to shield the ig^norant, and to screen the indolent, but they 
are grievous ijnpedimentis in the way of a thorough investigation 
into the causes of mortality, and are serioudy detrimental to the 
acquisition of that definite information, on which alone, can sani- 
tary measures be based, with any reasonable prospect of their 
proving beneficial. Some attention, we are aware, has within a few 
years been paid to tliis subject, but there clearly still remains great 
room for improvement. It is a matter that deserv^es, and should 
command, the special care of gentlemen of the Medical Profe»ssion; 
they, and they only, from education, experience, and observation, 
are best qualified for revising, and amending the nomenclattife, 
ao that it shaU the more surely be purged of incongruities and su- 
perfluities, and be the better adapted to the purposes for which it was 
devised* This is not a ease where it is folly to be wiae, and there- 
fore it should not be confided to blissful ignorance. It is use* 
less for us to attempt to designate the objectionable terms ; their 
name is legion, and they will present themselves to any one who 
will cast even a glance at the Table, 

It will foe observed, by turning to it, that the Diseases, Acci- 
dents, &LC, are alphabetically arranged in the centre* To the left 
are columns appropriated to the total number of casesof each IMs- 
ease, the number of the unknown Bex, of males, and of females, 
one for cases which occurred in the unknown period, and one for 
those belonging to each month of the Yean To each Disease, 
when necessary, three lines are appropriated ; which, as designa* 
ted J in the outermoi^t left hand column, are intended, the first for 
males, the second for females, and the third for the unknown sex. 
Turning now to the right of the column of Diseases, we shall find 
a series of parallel columns, one for each quinquennial period of 
life from birth to 20 years, and for each decennial period from that 
to 80 years, one for all above 80, another for the unknown age, one 
each for the total of males, of females, and of unknown, and one 
for the sum totals. Thus, looking under Diseases at the protean 
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Unkjiowiij and reading towards the left, we find thejre were 82 
caees^ of which 2 were of unknown sex, 37 were females, and 43 
male^j of these, 1 male and 2 fenialea died in the unknown 
month ; 4 maleii and 1 female in December ; 4 males, 2 females, 
and 2 unknown in Aug-ust ; &e., &c. ; Reading towards the right, 
we learn that 12 males, 9 females, and 1 nnknown died during the 
first quiaquenmal period; 3 males and 1 female during the sec- 
ond, &c. ; 6 males, 4 females, and 1 unknown died of an unknown 
age; at the close w*e find the totals corresponding to those in the 
left division, Subjoind to the whole are the number of Still-Born 
and of Premature Births. 

We would call attention to the fact that, in addition to the 
above array of unknowuf*, — unknown disease, unknown sex, nn* 
known period of death, and age at death, — many of the Town Re- 
turns abound in unknown birth-places, unknown parents, un- 
^known color, unknown conditions, and unknown places of de- 
H^se. ^H 

Upon an examination, by this Table, of the Causes of Death, ^1 
it will be found that Ihe same fell destroyer, which has proved 
such a acourge to our race elsewhere, has been no more lenient in 
this State ; here too, as in other places, it has taken as broad a 
range in respect to months and seasons, and has committed its 
ravages among all ages, of both sexes; and the Town Returns 
show that no section of the State has been exempt from it^ in- 
roads. We of course allude to Consumption^; every month col- 
umn, and every age column, is blackened by its victims, though 
ts deadly shafts were aimed most frequently and successfully at 
"those in the spring-time and prime of lite. The whole number of 
deaths thus occasioned w^aa 23 1 ; beinjr of deaths from all causes, 
1 in 4.811 or 20J85 per cent,, and of deaths from specified causes, 
1 in 4.461 or 22416 per cent. 

England has been considered, parexcellence, the Country where 
us disease revels in the rankest luxuriance; and as a Country 
consequently to be shunned by all laboring under, or predisposed 
to it. The former statcmcjit seems not borne out by facts ; a crit- 
ical investigation will show, we apprehend, that it is as rife in this 
Country; indeed, we fear it exercises a greater sway with us, 
than in many places, where the reverse has been conjectured to 
hold true. 

During a succession of years, the deaths from this cause, in 
Connecticut and New Jersey, w^as rather over 20 per cent, of the 
deaths from all causes. In all England, the deaths from this 
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c^uBe were but little more tlmn 13 per cent, during 1847-8; and 
in London^ during ihe same period, 11.44 per cent. In Paris, din- 
ing l>^9-50, itw^s estimated to be equal to about 14 per cent 
Aceording to these calculations, the per centage of deaths in this 
State hart been far greater than in the Frenchj and nearly double 
that of the Brjti«li metropolis. The percentage in Masaaehnsetts 
htt.H been a little larger, and in Connecticut and New Jersey some* 
what Brnaller^ than here* There was not that disparity between 
the number of male and female victims which has usuaOy been 
nntie€*d t:Ise where ; still however, the latter was in excess. 

The number was of males 114, of females 119; that is, in the 

proportion of 48.94 to 51M 

The proportion in Massachusetts for 4 years was 39,01 *^ 60»99» 

*< " " New York "2 *' " 42.09 « 57.92. 

" " '^ England " 1 " » 46,13 ^' 53.97, 

Tlie proportion in New York City for four years, reversing the 
flexes, was nearly, as in this State ; vi^ : - - 51.41 to 48*59. 
Ho alfto the proportion in Phila. for 10 years; viz: 50.23 ** 49*77. 
Tfie proportion of the sexes in the City of Providence varied but 
little from that In the whole State; being - - 48,85 to 51.15. 
The deaths in Providence to the whole number of deaths were 1 
in 4*445 tn 22-497* The deaths to the population, taking the 
number of inhabitants as given by the last United States Census, 
which puts it at 41,513, will be found to be 1 in 2S5.28G or 0,35S 
per cent* During the period extending from 1841 to 1852 both in^ 
elusive, the total of deaths was 10,178 ; the deaths from Consump- 
tion were 1,982, being 1 in 5.135, or 19*474 percent. 

As regards periods of the year, the greatest mortality in th^ 
State took place in August ; an equal number of both sexes, and 
one unknown being swept off by it. January comes next in or^ 
der ; the deaths being as nearly divided as possible ; then follow 
in succession, May, Novemberj September, October, Februaryi 
March, April, June, December, July. September and Octobei 
furnished an equal number of victims ; so also April and June,— - 
May and November In April, and likewise in Auguatj the nun^ 
ber of each sex was the same. 

The months arranged, in relation to the sexes, in the order of fi£ 
taiity, will be as follows, viz : 

Males, — May, January, August, February, November, Septemj 
berj June, October, April, December, March, July. 

Femali:s. — ^ August, January, November, October^ March, Sep 
tember, February, May, December, April, July^ June, 
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By this it appears May proved the most, and July the lea&tj 
fatal to males, — August the most, and June the least, fatal to fe» 
males* The sixth month was the same to both sexea, and as 
nearly equally fatal to both as cotdd be. Mareh, wlilch ia prover- 
bially reckoned the ** most trying '' month, stands the eleventh m 
order, to the males, and the fiftli, to the females. 

If we examine the Age cokimns, we shall find the greatest raor- 
tality took place, during the first deeentiial period ; viz ; from 20 
to 30; the sexes being equally afleeted; next, in the second de- 
i;:eiinial period, when the division was as equal as possible ; then in 
le third decennial period ; next follows the foiurth quinquennial 
leriod, embracing the years from 15 to 20 ; then the first quin- 
quennial periodj from birth to 5 years of age j afterwards the 
fourth decennial period ; next the sixth ; then, pari passu, follow 
the third quinquennial and the fifth decennial periods ; then the 
unknown, — the seventh decennial, and finally the second quin- 
quennial. Numbering the age periods from 1 to 12^ the mor* 
tality of the sexes, as to periods^ occurred in the following order, 
viz : — 

Males. 5. 6. 7. 1. 4- 8. 10. 12. 3. 9. 2. 11, 

Females.— 5. 6, 4. 7. 1. 8. 3. 9, 10. 11. 12. 2. 
In the month arrangement, September stands 6 in order, to both 
sexes; in the age arrangement, the eighth periodj from 50 to 60^ 
stands 6 to both sexes. The first quinquennial and the first de- 
cennial periods were fatal to both sexes alike. The number of 
leuiale deaths in the third and fourth quinquennial, and the fifth 
id seventh decennial periods, was exactly twice that of the 
males ; there was an excess of 1 female oidy in the second and 
sixth, and of 1 male in the fourth decennial period. 

The following are the monthly per centages, and the age per 
centages of deaths, for each sex. 
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It was the opinion of Hippocrates, pxprrss€*d more than four 
hnndred years prior to thfi birth of Christ, that individuals were 
more subject to (^Consumption from 18 to 35 years of age than at 
any other time of life. Our Rctnnia cast no doubt on the opin- 
ion. Furthermore, if wc look at what has been designated as the 
reproductive period, extending from 15 to 60 years of age, we 
^hall see that more than half the mortality, with both sexesi occur- 
red during the middle portion, that is from 20 to 50 years. The 
deaths for tliat pt^iod were, to the whole number by this disease, 
among males • * , - 1 in L722 or 58*652 per cent* ; 
and nearly the same among fern* — 1 '' L776 ^' 56,305 " '* 

The period at which Consumption proves the most fatal has 
long been an interesting subject of inquiry. Louis, Bayle^ and 
others, constructed tables to illustrate this point. The results ar- 
rived at, from the eases by them noted, were that the period most 
fatal was from 20 to 30 years of age ; the next in order wa8 from 
30 to 40 ■ then from 40 to 50. They deemed it doubtful which 
next took the precedence, whether the period from 50 to 60, or 
from 15 to 20. By reference to the tabular exposition on the pre- 
ceding page, it will be noticed that the resnlts by us arrived at, 
whilst ignorant of the facts just stated, arc, in the main, strikingly 
confirmatory of them* 

A prevalent opinion, which the tables referred to show to be in* 
correct, is equally disproved by ours ; viz : that if one passes the 
middle of life safely, he is in no danger of suffering &om Cou- 
sumption ; Louis and Baylc both record deaths between the ages 
of 60 and 70 ; and our Returns extend them to the next two peri- 
ods beyond j viz : from 70 to 80, and from 80 to 90, The young- 
est male victim is entered as of the age of three months and 
fifteen days ; the oldest as of 81 years ; the youngest female as of 
the age of one month and six days ; the oldest as of 81 years. 

Very probably some cases placed under this head rightfully be- 
long elsewhere ; but oji the other hand several undoubtedly, par- 
ticularly under the head of Disease of the Lungs, legitimately be- 
long here; so thatj 'with the appropriate changes, the number 
would, without question, still remain as high as we have it fixed, 

Scarlet Fever. — This will stand next, in regard to mortaHty, 
It caused 85 deaths, or 1 in 13,347, being 7.548 per cent* of the 
deaths from all causes. The per centage in Massachusetts for 
1851 was 2,13 ; the average for the preceding decennary was 4,37 
per cent* 

Probably the rate of mortality here is usually much less than it 
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M been during this year ; although the disease may be looked 
apon as one of the moat alarming that visits us. The female 
considerably exceeded the male deaths; the nmnber being of 
males 34, females 50, or 4048 to 59.52 per cent. 

The greatest mortality occurred in December; the next in 
March ; then February ; then April and May equally ; afterwards 
January, October and November equally, September, June, July, 
and finaUy August There was a like number of deaths in Feb- 
ruary, April, and May ; abo in October and November, In Janu- 
ary, April, and May the number of male deaths was the same ; 
aJso in July and September, and in October, November, and Feb- 
ruary ; so also with the females in June, September^ October, and 
November ; the number of male and female deaths corresponded 
in Oelober, in November, and in April. There were no male 
deaths in June and August, no females in July, In order of fa* 
t^ity the following is the arrangement of the months for the 

xes ; viz : 

Males. — December, January, April, May, March, February, 
October^ November, July, September. 

Females. — March, December , February, May, April, January , 
June, September, October, November, August. 



)f males 1 in 1.259, or 79.422 pr. ct. died withta the Ist. quinquennial period* 

^ l^ 6,800, « 1470& ^ " " « 3nd. *' 

« 1*' 34.000, '' 2MI " '' " " 1st. decetiiiial ** 

** 1 " ai,00O, " 2.941 " « " " Unknown " 

Of fern, 1 " 1.350, '« 74,000 *' " « « i^^ quinquennial " 

1« 10.00, "20,000 « « '^ "2nd. *^ " 

1" 5a00, " 2.000 " '' " "3d. " « 

1 « 50.00, « 2.000 " '' ^ *' 4th. *' ^* 

*** 1" 50.00, « 2.000 « « « "Unknown '' 

Dysentery. — This disease rauks third in mortality; it usually 
takes precedence of Scarlatiua, and perhaps would in the preseut 
instance, did all the eases which strictly belong to it hcJd their 

ae position; but the great latitisde, which various vague terms in 
alphabetic list allows, gives rise, aa already remarked, to much 
uncertainty as to the true number of cases of several dlaeases, — 
Wc would observe that we arc now considering specified disea- 
ses only ; otherwise that anomaly, the Unknown^ which we have 
characterized as the Opprobrium Registri, would next demand 
our notice. 

Dysentery proved fktal in 67 cases ; causing 1 in 16.806 or 5.950 
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per ceni of all deaths. In MasBachusetts, the rate for the year 
1851 was 9.13 pcrcciiL; the average for the preceding 9 years and 
8 months was 8,03 per cent* The 67 eases were dij^tributed as 
follows J viz : males 35, females 31, unknown 1 ; being of males lin 
1.914 or 52.239 per cent; of females 1 in 2.161 or 46,269 per cent, 
and of unknown 1 in 67.000 or 1.493 per cent. The males were 
to the whole nmnbcr of male deaths, 1 in 16.285 or 6,140 per cent, ; 
the females to the total of female deaths, t in 17.580 or 5.688 per 
cent ; the unknowns to the whole of unknown deaths, 1 in 11 or 
9,090 per cent 

The greatest mortality was in August-, when nearly one-half of 
all the deaths occurred; next foil owed September; then July, Oc* 
tober, November, May, March, and June ; in the last two months 
there was but one death each ; none in December, January, Feb- 
ruary, nor April. 

As regards time of life, 42, or nearly two-thirds of the deaths, 
took place in the first quinquennial period ; the proportion of the 
sexes beiug males, lin 1,680 or 59*524 per cent,; and females, 
1 in 2.470 or 40.486 per cent. The number of deaths, between 5 
and 10, and 30 and 40, was the same, and reversing the sexes cor- 
respondingly dividrd ; between 20 and 30, 1 male and 3 females 
died ; between 40 and 50^ 1 male and 2 females ; between 50 and 
60, 1 female ; between 60 and 70, 3 females ; between 70 and 80, 
3 males ; there waa no death beyond, excepting 1 in the unknown 
period ; and there was none froiTi 10 to 20 years. 

Old Age. — This of course cannot property be deemed a disease, 
excepting where, so to speak, prcmatnrely superinduced ; as it 
probably was in a few of the cases entered in the Returns,' judg- 
ing from the period at which the demise took place. As the 
cause of deatli we are happy to say it ranks so high as the fourth 
on our list ; and it is scarcely too much to anticipate that when 
the laws of our constitution are attentively observed and faithful- 
ly obeyed, when a suitable code of sanitary regulations are fully 
established and thoroughly enforced, this will stand pre-eminent 
among causes, as number onej and the long train of ills, which, it 
has almost passed into a maxim, flesh is necessary heir to, will be 
materially diminished in variety, lessened in complexity^ and lim- 
ited in extent 

The deaths from Old Age were 49, or 1 in 22.979, being 4351 
per cent of the total number of deaths. Thcfemale very consid- 
erably exceeded the male deaths; they standing in relation to 
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m^h other as 145 to 1* The per eentage of males wae 40.816, of 
females 59184. 

The males were, to the whole number of male deaths, 1 in 
28*500 or 3.508 per cent ; the females to the female deaths, 1 in 
1&793 or 5.321 per cent. 

The percentage in Mae^sachiieetts in 1851 was, 4,95 of all deaths, 
and for the preceding nine years and eight months it was 6.48 
per cent. 

The greatest number of deaths occurred in January; next in 
July ; then in February, March and October, June, April, August, 
November, September, December, and lastly May, The number 
of males was alike in July and January, in September, December, 
and March ; and in June, August^ and April ; the number of fe- 
males corresponded in June and October ; m July and Novem- 
ber ; in August, September, December, and May ■ and in January^ 
Febrnary, and April. Two were between 60 and 70 years of age ; 
11 betu^een 70 and 80 ; 29 between 80 and 90 ; 6 betw^een 90 and 
100 ; and one, a female, was 105 years old. 

Of the males, 16 were Rhode-Islanders by birth ; 1 was from Mas* 
sachusetts, 1 from England, 1 from Ireland, and 1 Unknown* Of 
the females, 20 were Rhode-Islanders ; 1 was from MassachusettS| 
1 from England, 1 from Scotland, 1 probably an American, and 5 , 
Unknown. As regards Condition, 6 males were married, 4 were 
widowers, 4 single, and G Unknown ; 2 females were married, 19 
were widows, 4 single, and 4 UnknowjL As respects Occupation, 
10 males were Farmers, 1 was a Shoemaker, 1 a Painter, and 1 a 
Carriage-Builder ; 1 female was a Cook ; the employments of the 
others were not stated. All of the males appear to have been 
whites ; 2 of the females were colored, the remainder whites ; 3 
males and 1 female were paupers ; and 1 was an idiot. 

Bra IX Disease of, — ^Under this comprehensive term, we find 
40 deaths enmnerated ; if all were included, that the vague ex- 
pression would warrant, this would stand next in order to Con- 
suraptjon; on the other hand, were a more systematic course of 
anangcment carried out, the number of cases remaining under 

is head would be quite small. It includes Congestion and Com- 
"^pression of the Brain, injuries from external violence, and proba- 
bly other affecjions, The deaths were equally divided bctw^een the 
8«xe8. The greatest number, one-fifth of all, occurred in Februa* 
ly ; the next in March ; then in October and April, In June, No- 
1 vember, January, March, and May, and in August, Septembci^ 
[and October^ eaehj the emne number of males^ aivd m 5u\\.ft,^\3i^> 
16 
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Angust, December, and January, each, the same number of fe* 
malei* died* In April, and OetobeTi the number of each bgx was 
interchaageably alike; the male deaths in February, and the fe- 
male in Mareh corresponded* No male deaths occurred in July 
and December; no female in September and November, As re- 
gards ages, five-eighths of the deaths took place witliin the first 
qiijiiqueimial period. 

The deaths were to tht; whole number 1 in 28150 or 3.552 per 
cent. 

Hydro CF4PM ALUS. — ^By this disease 39 deaths were cau^ed,^ — ^17 
males and 22 females; being 1 male in 2,294 of the deaths, or 
43.590 per eeiit^ and 1 female in 1,772 or 56,410 per cent. It was 
most fatal in August, Septemberj and December, committing in 
tjiose three months nearly one-half of it^ ravages ; of the deaths, 
31, or more than three- fourths, were within the first quinquennial 
period, and were mostly among infants ; five-eighths of the re- 
mainder were in the period between 5 and 10 years of age. 

The deaths were to the total of all deaths 1 in 28.871 or 3.463 
per cent* ; and to the total from specified causes 1 in 26.769 or 
3,735 per eent. 

Pneumonia. — Here we have recorded 36 deaths; 20 males and 
16 females ; being of males 1 in L900, or 55.555 per cent., of fe- 
males 1 in 2,250 or 44,4-15 per cent. It is estimated that this dis- 
ease usually destroys one-fourth as many persons as Consumption 
does ; with u!?, it has proved fatal to less than one-sixth part as 
many. The greatest mortality occurred in the months of Febru- 
ary, Aprilj December, and January; 25 per cent of the deaths 
took place in the first named month. An equal number of males 
and females, making together 22, or 61,312 per cent, died at 5 
years of age or imder; the remaining cases were scattered along 
from 20 to 80 years; the largest portion of them occurring from 
30 to 40 years. 

The dt^aihs were to the total of all deaths 1 in 31,277 or 3,197 
percent.; and of the total from specified causes 1 in 29.000 or 
3,44B per cent 

CnoLERA Infantum. — We find 35 deaths under this head; and 
were the line of demarkation drawn more clearly than it is, and 
as it should be, by many, wc doubt not but that tliis division 
would receive a very large accession from the one thatj in the al- 
phabetical arrangement, immediately succeeds it. Among the in* 
dividualsj there is one of unknown sex ; the remainder are divi- 
ded 21 males, and 13 females ; being of males 1 in 1.666, or 
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I 60*000 per cent., and of females 1 in 3*693 or 37.143 per cent of 

f the whole number. 

It was most fatal in August; next in July ; then in September ; 
there was one death in June, and 3 deaths in October ; in the re- 

^^^aining 7 months there was not a single death. With the ex- 

^^eption of 1 unknown, and 1 female, of an uncertain age, all of 
the victims, it is scarcely necessary to say, (the name indicating 
the fact,) were embraced withm the infant Ue period f yet in a re- 
cent Registration Report, we notice one individual, between 20 
and 30 years of age, who is set down as having died of this com- 
plaint! 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 hi 32,171 or 3.108 

Rer cent ; and of the total from specified causes, 1 in 29,828 or 
•352 per cent* The per centage in Massachusetts for 1851 was 
ta34; for the nine years and eight months preceding, it was 2.13 
er cent 
Dropsy. — We have here another of those convenient terms, that, 
india-rubber like, may be made to expand or contract almost ad lib- 
itum. If every description of dropsical afFections were included un- 
Ber this, we should have a somewhat formidable array of figures. 
It will be seen however tliat Dropsy of the Brain, of the Chest, 
and of the Abdomen, has, each, a distinctive place assigned 
^. Why the rest of the family are denied a similar privilege, 
we know not ; neitlier are we able to say liow large a quota each 
Bf the above named distinguished ones has been required to con- 
tribute towards the 31 found under the general head. This num- 
ber is nearly equally divided between the sexes 5 there being 15 
males and 16 females. 
^ The greatest number of deaths were in March, June, August, 
nnd December ; in the first three months, half of all the deaths oc- 
fTCiirred. In respect to age-period, one-sixth of the deaths took 
place among those who had passed the 80th year of life ; one-half 
among those who had completed the reproductive period; one-half 
_-of the remaining cases will be found towards the close of the re- 
■productive career ; 4 between 40 and 50 years ; 2 between 20 and 
30; 1 between 5 and 10 ; and 1 in the first divisional period.^ — 
■ Unquestionably in some of the cases, it was the sequence of dis- 
■case, — ^and not the actual diseascj — constituting the immediate 
•precursor to the breaking up of the system in advanced life. 
r The deaths were to the total of all deaths 1 in 36,322 or 2.753 
I per cent ; of the deaths from specified causes 1 in 33.677 or 2,969 
^ per cent 
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In Massachusetts for 1851, the pe? centage was 2*12; for the 9 
years pi^ceding, 2.38. 

Croup. — This disease, the shrill announcement of whose ap- 
proach grates so harshly upon the hearing of aU who have ever 
been doomed to witness its attacks, and observe the desolation it 
has carried into the bosom of many a bereaved family, blighting 
the early bods of promise^ blasting the fond parents' hope, and 
making for a time the household desolate, and the hearth-stone 
cheerless, this disease, which is the more alarming and frightful, 
from the suddenness of its onset, and the rapidity of its career, 
has been far more fatal some years, than during this one ; attrib* 
Titable partly no doubt, to a eharacteri^ic of the class of com- 
plaints to which it belongs, or with which it is associated, and in 
part perhaps to the modified treatment that ha% in many in- 
stances, been adopted. 

The number of cases was 30 ; viz. ; 13 males, 16 females, and 
1 unknown ; being 1 in 2.307 or 43.333 per cent, of males, 1 in 
1.875 or 53.333 per cent of females, and 1 in 30.000 or 3.333 per 
cent, of unknown* 

The greatest mortality was in October ; next in January and 
March; then in November, February, April, and May, alike; antf 
the least in July; in June, September, and Decemberj there was 
no male, in November, no female death; in August no death of 
either sex. Two-thirds of the deaths occurred at 5 years of age 
and under; most of them, indeed, in early infancy; one-sLscth be- 
tween 5 and 10 years of age; 1 case between 30 and 40; and 1 
male, 1 female, and 1 unknown, during the miknown age. 

The deaths were to the total of all deaths 1 in 37.533 or 2.664 
per cent* ; of the deaths from specific causes 1 in 34.800 or 2,873i 
per cent. 

The percentage in Massachusetts, for 1851, was 2.24 ; and for 
the preceding 9 years 2,13. 

TvPHirs Fever. — This disease has not prevailed so extensively, 
nor proved so fatal here, as it has for some years past in our 
neighboring sister State. Whilst in Massachusetts, more partie- 
iilarly in the form of Ship Fever, it has committed serious rav- 
ages, and whilst in New York the havoc, occasioned by this form 
of it, has been truly startling, and is clearly attributable to a gross 
disregard of proper sanitary measures, on board of ships freighted^ 
or literally stowed, with swarms of immigrants to this Country, 
(vessels which may be emphatically designated as floating pest- 
houses^) heorcj we have been almost, if not entirely^ free from 
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this Yarietyj and quite lightly visited by the disease in other 
shapes. 

The whole number of cases, reported as Typhus, is but 27 ; 
%'ery unequally divided between the sexes, — the males greatly ex* 
ceeditig the females ; the former numbering 17, the latter 10 ; the 
male^ being 1 in 1.588 or 62.963 per cent j the females 1 in 2.700 
or 37.037 per cenl 

The greatest mortality occurred in August; next in Septem- 
b^ ; in Jtdy and October the victims were alike in number. An 
equal number of both sexes died in Julyj and in August ; in Sep- 
temberj the males and females were 3 to 2 ; in October 3 to 1 j 
in December, 2 to 1, No male nor female deaths occurred in 
June and May ; no male in January, nor female in November, 
February, March, and Aprih About two-thirds of the deaths took 
place during the first three-fifths of the reproductive period ; ex- 
tending from the age of 15 to 40< 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 41.703 or 2.397 
per cent ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 38*666 or 2,585 
per cent Including BUious Fever, which in Massachusetts is es- 
timated with it, the deaths were to the total, 1 iu 38.827 or 2.578 
per cent ; to those from specified causes 1 in 36*000 or 2*777 per 
cent In Massachusetts, for 1851, the percentage was 4.22 ; and 
for the 9 previous years. 5,65. 

In addition to the preceding, we find recorded 9 cases, under 
the general name of Fever ; 7 of which were males, and 2 fe- 
males* Of these, 1 each occurred in June, October, and May, and 
3 each in August, and January ; 2 cases were under 5, 1 between 
20 and 30, 2 between 40 and 50, 3 between 70 and 80 years; and 

was of an uncertain age. The deaths were to the total of all 
deaths, 1 in 125*111 or 0*799 per cent ; and of deaths from spe- 
cified causes, 1 in 116*000 or 0.862 per cent The percentage in 
Massachusetts, for 1851, was 0.81, and for the 9 preceding yearsj 
1,09- 

Heart Diseases stand next in order of mortality. We here 
have another of those comprehensive terms to which we have 
been compelled repeatedly to allude, on account of their very in- 
definite and intangible limits. One serious objection to these 
terms is the uncertainty in regard to the same diseases being em- 
braced under them in the Eegistration Returns of dififerent States 
for the same period, or of the same State for different periods ; 
thereby rendering impracticable any satisfactory comparison of 
relative mortality. 
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Under this general head varions ca^es have been grouped, for 
which no specific place has been designated ; they are 26 in nuni' 
ber; 14 males and 12 females; of these, 6 occurred in March ; 5 
in May; 4 in November; 3 in August; 2 each in Septemberi 
and DecembeT; and 1 each in June, January, Febniaryj and 
April ; 6 of these ^ an equal nnmber of each sex, occurred among 
individuals under 5 years of age ; 10 ainoiig those belonging to 
the reproductive period ; arid 10 among persons beyond it ; viz* : 
2 between 60 and 70, 7 between 70 and SO, and 1 above 80 years 
of age. 

The deaths, to the whole number of deaths, were 1 in 43.307 or 
2.309 per cent, ; of the deaths from specified causes, 1 in 40^1 53 
or 2490 per cent. The percentage in Massachusetts, for 1851, 
was 2.43 ; for the 9 preceeding yeari?, 1,89. 

CoNviTLsioNSt — Here, we have ventured to place 6 cases, (5 L 
and 1 m.) reported under the quite common, but extremly unpro- 
fessional, and very loose name of Fifs ; not kno\ving what more 
euitable distposition to make of them* Although we deem the 
term Convulsions somewhat objectionable ; several of the cases 
very probably were Epileptic ; but this being entirely conjeetujalj 
we have not transferred them to that division. Of ConvulsionSj 
80 registered,' there were 20 cases, 9 males j and 11 females; nine- 
teen-twcntietha of the deaths occurred within the first quinquen- 
nial period ; the remaining one between the ages of 15 and 20 
years. 

In all, we have 26 cases ; viz. ; 9+1^10 males ; and ll-f*5s=16 
females ; being 1 in 2-600 or 38.462 per cent, of males ; and 1 in 
1,625 or 61.538 per cent, of females. In June and September 
each, 5 eases occurred ; 4 in April ; 3 ceach in August and 
May ; 2 eacli in January and February ; 1 each in July and De- 
cember, 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 43,307 or 2.309 
per cent ; of the deaths fi-om specified causes, 1 in 40.153 or 2.490 
per cent* 

Brain Inflammation of. — In this age of high excitement and 
deep mental anxiety, when everything seems to be conducted, 
and every body to move, on a high-pressure principle^ it would be 
reasonable to anticipate a great incTea??ie of diseases implieating 
the cerebral organs, and indeed the nervous system generally. — 
Happy however are we to say, that so far as the Eetiu^ns can he 
relied on, there is little evidence of such an unfortunate tendency 
^ere. There were but 17 deaths attiibubad to this cause, and 
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' these were nearly divided between the sexes; 9 being males, 
and 8 females* 

The deaths were^ to the total of all death.% 1 in 66.235 or 1,509 
mi cent. ; of the deaths from specified causes, 1 in 61*411 or 

^p38 per cent. This is about the same as in MassaclmsettSj 
where for 1851, the per centage was 1.89 ; and for the 9 preceding 
years, 1.36. 

It must be remembered however that this is but one of the 
forms in which disease Eittacks the cerebral organs, and to have 
even an approximate idea of the extent of the ravages and the 
amount of the inroads made thereupon, we must take into the es- 

^BLate; numerous diseases which appear imder many distinctive 
names; e. g. Apoplexy, Epilepf^y, Convulsions, Insanity, &:c. 

Casualtv. — Under this head is placed a imraber of deaths 
from a variety of accidents, but a few of which are specifically I 
designated ; one was occasioned by a Railroad Train ; another 
by the caving of a sand bank ; a third by the upsetting of a wag- 
on; and a fourtli by the discharge of a gun. The whole number 
of deaths reported is 17; viz.: 13 males and 4 females; being 1 
in 1.309 or 76.511 per cent of males, and 1 in 4250 or 23.529 per 
cent, of females. One-half of the deaths occurred in the prime of 
life } one-fourth in childhood and early youth ; 1 between SO and 
60, 1 betw^een 60 and 70, and 1 between 70 and 30 years of age ; 
the largest numberj 3, occurred in September — all males; the 
next, an equal number, 2, in October, December and May, all 
males ; and in February and April, each 1 male, and 1 female ; 
1 male in January, and in June ; 1 female in August, and in No- 
vember. 

The deaths were to the total of all deaths, 1 in 66.235 or 1.059 
per cent. ; and of deaths firom specified causes, 1 in 61,411 or 
1&28 per cent. 

Cholera Morbus. — This name, in many Registration Returns, 
has been put aside for that of Cholera, simply ; but we prefer re- 
taining it, as the w^ell known and long accepted appellation of one 

^our regular diseases; reserving the other to designate what from 

^p.ge is generally understood by it ; viz. : the Epidemic or, so 
called, Asiatic Cholera. Happily we are not called* upon in this 

Report to notice the latter: of the former, or ordinary disease, 

B^^ were 15 fatal cases ; 3 males and 7 females ; two-thirds of 
the eases occurred in July, August, and September; 2 of them in ] 
Jane ; and in March and April each, 1 ; as respects a^e^ 1 t/^iok, 
[lace between 40 and 50, 1 between 15 and 20, u\\4 \!tLi£ T^Toam.- 
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der at 5 years of age and under. Some of these undoubtedly 
should properly be arranged with the cases of Cholera Infantum. 

The deaths were, to the total of aU deaths, 1 in 75,066 or 1.332 
per cent* ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 69.600 or 1*436 
per cent. In Massachusetts, for 1851, the per eentage was but 
0i35 ; for the 9 preceding years 1.54. 

Marasmus* — This is stated as the cause of 14 deaths; 6 males, 
6 females, and 2 of unknown sex ; 1 occurred between the ages of 10 
and 15 years, the remainder within the first divisional period, — 
being mostly among infants. This disease is said to be on the 
increase in Massacliusetts. Is it owing to the increased propor- 
tion of children of Foreign parentage ? 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 80.428 or 1.234 
per cent. ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 74.571 or 1.341 
per cent. In Massachusetts, for 1851, the per centage was 1.44 ; 
for the preceding 9 years but 0.58. 

Palsy. — This Disease seems to be attracting an unusual degree 
of attention, and exciting more than ordinary interest in oui large 
Cities, upon the somewhat alarming supposition that it is material- 
ly on the increase. Whether or not this be merely conjectural, or 
if actually the case, whether the causes to which it is attributed 
be the true ones, it is as yet premature to attempt to decide. — 
Certain is it from our Returns, that there exists no just reason for 
the Uke apprehension here. 

The whole number of deaths was 14 ; 6 males and 8 females ; 
more than one half of them occurred beyond the reproductive pe- 
riod of life, and the remainder from the middle to the close of that 
period ; the greatest mortality was in January ; next in Augustj 
September, October, and December, equally ; in August, Sep* 
tember, and April, there was no male, in February and March no 
female death ; in June, July, November, and May, no death of 
either sex. 

The deaths, to the total of all deaths were, 1 in 80428 or 1.243 
per cent. ; of the deaths from specified causes, 1 in 74.571 or 1.341 i 
per cent 

Bowels, Inflammation of. — This comes next in order. "What | 
exactly is intended to be, or rather is, here included, which coi 
not as well, and indeed more appropriately, find admission uu( 
some of the many diseases specifically named, which affect the 
intestinal canal, it is difficult to say. There are 13 cases here eau- 
merated; more than two-thirds of wliieh were among females; 
the sexes standing 4 males, 9 females. As might be anticipated) 
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a majority of the deaths took place, during the warmest portion 
of the year, rangLng from July to October ; the largest number in 
September ; 1 in December, 2 in January, and in February and 
AprUj 1 each ; three-fourtha of the mortality occurred within the 
reproductive period, aud the balance previously* 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 86.615 or 1.154 
ir cent. ; of the deaths from specified causes, 1 in 80.307 or 1*243 
per cent* 

Drowned* — Eleven cases of death from this cause are reported ; 
whether they were accidental, suicidal, or in partr both, is not stat- 
ed* From the season at which most of the cases occurred, it is 
fair to presume that they were principally accidental. During the 
reproductive period 7 happened ; 3 were children, and one of un- 
known age ; all males, 

C^ The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 102.363 or 0.976 
per cent. ; of deaths firom specified causes, 1 in 94,909 or 1.053 per 
isent. 
I Cancer. — From this distressing cause 11 died ; and as might 
be presumed, from the far most common seat of attack, females 
were the larger suflererst According to the English Registration 
Reports the ratio is 5 females to 2 males ; here it was 7 to 4* — 
All but one of the males and but 2 of the females were within the 
reproductive period of life, — firom the middle to its close ; the 
male exception was between 60 and 70, and the 2 females were 
between 70 and 80 years of age ; 2 males died in April ; 2 females 
ill August ; 1 male' in each of the months of July, and fieptember ; 
and 1 female in each of the months of July, November, January, 
March J and May. There is but one case in which the seat of dis- 
18 designated, and in that instance it is located in the stom- 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 102*363 or 0.976 
per cent. ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 94,909 or 1,053 ; 
which corresponds to the percentage of Massachusetts for 9 years* 
Small Pox, — From this most loathsome disease there were 11 
eaths ; 6 males and 5 females ; all in Providence, Judging fi-om 
lie age at which many of these took place, we infer that they are 
attributable, in a great measure, to a culpable neglect of the pro- 
ective influence of vaccination* Such has been the case else- 
where also. Of the sufferers, 3 were under 5, 1 between 5 and 
10, 3 between 20 and 30, 2 between 30 and 40, 1 between 60 and 
?0, and 1 between 70 and 80 years of age. 
The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 m IQ^SG^ oi ^an"?* 

IT 
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per cent. ; of deatlis from specified causesj 1 in 94*909 or 1.053 per 
cent- These deaths were, of the total mortality of the City of 
Providence, 1 in 71*455 or 1,399 per cent. These pereetitages far 
exceed that of Massachusetts, which for 1851 was but 0.64, and 
for the 9 preceeding years, 0.57 ; for the year IS&O, howeverj it 
was ai^ high as 3,08. Tliis unusual per centage was attributedj 
by those who investigated the subject, to the repeal of the laws 
relating to Small Pox ; it presents a striking example of the un- 
necessary prevalence of disease and consequent prodigal waste of 
life ; similar instances of which, from various causes that hereto- 
fore prevailed in difTereut places but have been diminished or en- 
tirely expelled by the enforcement of i^roper sanitary regulationa, 
we may hereafter adduce. 

B0WE1.S, Disease of ; 10 such cases occmnred ; foiur-fifths of 
them among females; one-half of the deaths occurred during the 
reproductive period ; 2 under 5j 2 over 80 years of age ; and 1 at 
an unknown age ; in August, January, April, and May, each, 1 
death; in July, Septemberj and November, each, 2 deaths took place, 
How great a variety of cases is here clustered, we cannot say ; 
we know, or rather have seen the name, of but one ; of this, we 
are free to confess we have little knowledge ; it is styled Con- 
sumption of the BowcIsp 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 112.600 or 0.8S3 
per cent. ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 104.400 or OJ57 
per cent. 

Apoplexy. — This was the cause of 10 deaths ; 6 males and 4 
females. In January 3 deaths occurred ; in March 2 ; in Jtme, 
August, September, April, and May, eachj 1; 5 of the males be- 
longed to the reproductive period ; and 1 was bet^A^een 60 and 70 
years of age ; all of the females were beyond the reproductive peri- 
od ; 1 being between 60 and 70, 2 between 70 and 30, and 1 ovCI 
80 years of age. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 112.600, or OJ 
per cent ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 104,400 or O.i 
per cent. This nearly corresponds to the per centage in Mas 
chusetts ; which, for 1851, w^as 0.91 ; for the 9 preceding yei 
0.88 per cent. 

Lungs, Disease of^* — Under this head we find 9 cases ; 6 male 

and 3 females; all but one occurred during the Winter aad^ 

Spring months ; 5 in childhood ; 1 between 20 and 30, 1 betweeol 

30 and 40, and 1 between 70 and 80 years of age. Some of 

thesej we doubt not, should piopeily ^.Tid ^Vae^ uuder Pneumoma. 
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■ The deaths were to the total of all deaths, 1 in 125 J 11 or 0.799 
mtT cent; of deaths from specified causes 1 in 116*000 or 0.862 
■er cent. 

W DiAHEii^A. — Of this, 4 males and 5 females^ died; all s^ave 1 
dnriiig the Bummer months, the exception occurring in November; 
4 were under 5 years of age ; 2 between 50 and 60, 1 between 60 
and 70, 1 over 80j and 1 of unknown age, 

Thi^ presents quite a small mortality ; being, of the total of all 
ths, 1 in 125.111 or 0.799 per cent. ; of deaths from specified 
ca^lse5, 1 in IKJ.OOO or 0.S62 per cent, 

Ctenerativf. Organs^. — ^These were implicated in 8 cases of 
leath ; all among femalcg, and all during the reproductive period 
of life ; 1 took place in each of the months of June, October, No- 
vember, December, January, Pebruaryj April, and May ; from 
which it will be seen that m.oi5t of thera were in the cold reason 
f the year* Snch a variety of diseases, entirely independent of 
ne another, affects these organfi, each should be designated with 
great precision ; else confusion will arise whenever it may be 
necessary to investigate any of them. Seldom a year passes with- 
t the attention of the Medical Profc^ision being specially called 
to a disease, obscure in its nature, or of Utile prevalence previous- 
ly, which for some reason, has at length attracted notice, and re- 
quires a more thorough examination. It is important to provide 
against such exigencies, and to make use of every means the due 
employment of which will facilitate and lighten the labors of in- 
vestigators. Among the cases here grouped were 2 of Cancer, 1 
Rupture, and 1 Inflammation, of the Wonib^ and 1 Ovarian Tu- 
mor. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 140.750 or 0,710 
per cent. ; of the deaths from specified causes, 1 in 130.500 or 
767 per cent. 

CniLD Birth. — ^This important juncture In the animal econo- 
my proved fatal to 7 mothers ; 1 between 15 and 20, 3 between 20 
and 30, and 3 bet\veen 30 and 40 years of age ; 2 deaths occurred 
in April, and 1 in each of the months of September, October, No- 
vember, December, and March. The cases were, to the whole 
number of parturitions, 1 in every 265.571, or 0.376 per cent. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, lin 160.S57 or 0.621 
|>eT cent. ; of the deaths irom specific causes, 1 in 149.142 or 0.070 
cent. 
Delirium Tremens. — By this terrible disease, so liable to ter- 
minate the drunkard's miserable career, there app^'axio Wn^X^^^w 
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but ? deaths occasioned ; among whichj we are gratified to say, 
not a female is mentioned; for it is truly gratifying, if such a dis- 
ease require our comments, to be able to say its ravages were con- 
fined to the sterner sex — the coarser portion of frail humanity, — 
All of the eases occurred during the vigor of manhood, with, per- 
haps, the exception of one of nameless age ; 2 died in February ; and 
1 in each of the months of June, July, December, April, and May, 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 160,857 or 0.621 
per cent. ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 149.142 or 0.670 per 
cent. The per centage in Massachusetts for 9 years, was but 0.16. 

Dhopsy of the Chest proved fatal in 7 cases ; 4 males and 3 
females; 2 only, (1 m, and 1 f,) died during the productive peri- 
od ; 1 was under 5 years of age ; 1 between 60 and 70 ; 2 between 
70 and 80 ; and 1 of unknown age* 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 160,857 or 0,621 
per cent ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 149.142, or 0*670 
per cent. In Massachoaetts the percentage, for 1851, was 0.19 ; 
for 9 preceding years, 0»26 per cent. 

Infantile Diseases. — Under this indefinite name, we are 
pleased to find but 6 deaths recorded ; and trust that in this par- 
ticular, the next Report will present an entire blank. We cannot 
better illustrate the absurdity of this and many other loose terms, 
than by contrasting (for comparison is set at defiance,) the num* 
ber of deaths here, with those recorded under the same name, in 
the Massachusetts Report for 1851. Here as above stated, only 
6 cases occurred ; in Massachusetts there were 935 ! I 

The deaths, to the total of aU deaths, here were 1 in 187.666 or 
0.532 per cent. ; in Massachusetts, 1 in 20.250 or 4.938 per cent* ; 
of deaths from specified causes, here 1 in 174.000 or 0,574 per 
cent ; in Massachusetts 1 in 19.612 or 5.098 per cent. 

Of course no one, for a moment, will credit that such an enoj^ 
mons inequality actually occurred in regard to the mortality from 
the same diseases ; and the disparity can only be accounted for 
on the supposition that numerous complaints, incident to the pe- 
riod of Infancy, were collected together in the one cascj and more 
appropriately distributed under various heads in the other* AI* 
though we believe this will explain the discrepancy but in part; 
inasmuch as, by reference to some of the heads alluded to, we 
shall still find a vast difference in the rate of mortality ; for exam* 
pie, we have but 2 deaths, or less than 018 per cent, recorded 
from Teething, whilst, in 1851, the number in Massachusetts 
amounted to 271^ or 1.48 per cent. 
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Scrofula. — ^Com plaints of this character are supposed to be 
materially on the increase in our Country. If so, whether it be 
attributable, justly, to the augmented and increasing proportion 
of the population that is of foreign birth and parentage, or be 
chargeable to indigenous caus?es that have not hitherto attracted 
the attention which they merit, will become subjects of interest- 
ing and important inquiry. We' find in the Return.s, but 6 cases 
mentioned — 4 males and 2 females ; the former in January, March, 
and April ; the latter in June and May ; 2 males and 1 female 
were under 5 years of age ^ and the same number respectively, 
betwreen 5 and 10 years ; 2 of the individuals were colored. 

The deaths were, to the whole number of all deaths, 1 in 
187.666 or 0,532 per cent. ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 
174.000 or 0,574 per cent. 

As common as this disease is in Great Britain, in Switzerland, 
id in various other sections of Europe, certain is it that, hereto- 
, it has not been of much frequency in the United States ; un* 
!S it be said to develope itself here as Consumption. The 
world-renowned Sir Astley Cooper was wont to say, in his Lec- 
tures, whilst treating of strumous affections, that *^ in young chil- 
dren the glands of the mesentery (caul,) and of the neck are the 
most frequent seats of Scrofula ; that firom the age of 7 to 14, the 
joints, in the form of White Swelling ; and from 15 to 25, the 
lungs, in the form of Tubercular Consumption. " 

PiJERpERAL Fevi-:!!. — Of Child-Bcd Fever 5 fenjales died; 1 in 
each of the months of June, July, August, September, and March ; 
the period at which it proved fatal, extended from 20 to 50 years. 
The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 225.200, or 0444 
per cent- ; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 208.800 or 0.47S 
per cent. In Massachusetts, for 1851, the per centage was 0,30 ; 
and for the 9 preceding years but 0.07, 

Hjsmorrha&e, — ^Underthis head are 5 cases, 3 males and 2 fe- 
males ; 1 is mentioned merely as a case of Htemorrhage ; a 2nd. 
as a HBemorrhage from the bowels ; a 3d. as an internal Hj^mor- 
rhage; a 4th. as H^matiu-ia, or bloody urine; and the Dth. as a 
case of bleeding to death. 

PLEuiiisY. — From this there were but 4 deaths, 2 males and 2 
females ; 1 of each sex died in December, 1 male in Febniary, 
1 female in May; 1 male was between 5 and 10, and 1 be- 
een 15 and 20 years of age ; 1 female between 30 and 40, and 
between 60 and 70 years. 
The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 281,500^ or 0.355 
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per cent-; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 261.000, or 0,383 
per cent. The percentage in Massachusetts, for 1851, was rather 
less, being 0.33 ; for the 9 years, it was 0.3S. 

Colic, — This proved fatal in 4 cases ; 3 males and 1 female; 2 
of the males died in August, the other in October ; the female in 
December ; 1 male and the female were under 5^ and 2 males be- 
tween 60 and 70 years of age. The percentage of this disease 
was also greater here than in Massachusetts ; with us it constitut- 
ed 0.383, in Massachusetts only 0.18 per cent. 

Epilepsy, or Falling Sickness, as it has been, not inappio- 
priatcly, termedj caused the death of but 3 individuals, all 
males ; although it is a disease which, according to the observa- 
tions and experience of the German and many other Continental 
physicians, is more liable to attack females. Li one year, whil&t 
there were 162 males in the Bicetre, there were 289 females in the 
Salpetriere Hospital. 

There was 1 death in each of the months of September, Janu- 
ary, and February; the persons were ail between 40 and 50 years 
of age. 

The deaths were, to the total of all deaths, 1 in 375.333, or 0.266 
per cent; of deaths from specified causes, 1 in 348*000, or 0.287 
per cent. ; this is much less than in Massachusetts, where, for 
1851, it was 0.70 per cent. ; and for the 9 preceding years, 0,54 
per cent. 

Liver, Disease of. — There are but 3 deaths charged to this 
cause ; all males ; 1 occurred in August, and 2 in October ; 1 be- 
tween 40 and 50, 1 betw^een 50 and 60, and 1 between 70 and 80 
years of age. It would not require particular notice, excepting 
for the fact that, a few years since, unless there was a frequent 
and great error in diagnosis, it constituted one of the most preva- 
lent diseases among us* Be this as it may, the percentage now 
is very small, and indeed, much less than in Massachusetts; be- 
ing here but 0.28, whilst there it is 0,60. 

Kidneys, Disease of. — Under this designation there are 3 cases; 
2 males and 1 female ; in June and December, each, 1 male died; 
and in July the female ; the last was between 20 and 30 years of 
age ; both males were between 60 and 70, 

It would scarcely he necessary to remark on these, considering 
their small number, were it not that one of them is a disease that 
deserves, and of late is attracting, much attention* We mean^ 
what has generally been known as Bright's Disease, from the Phy- 
sician who first made a special study and furnished a particular 
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description of it ; and which i.s now designated, by many Patholo- 
gisfg, as Granular Disease of the Kidne}^. It was at one time 
considered a rare form of disease ; but if so, seems materially on 
the increase of late years, Important, therefore, h it, that it should 
not be united or confounded with other complaints ; so as to re- 
tard a satisfactory arrival at its statistics, and perhaps a more per- 
fect elucidation of its eliaracter, and more effectual preventive or 
curative treatment. 

PeritonttiSj or Inflammation of the Lining Membrane of the 
Abdomen, — In June and July, each, 1 male, and in February, 1 
female died from this cause ; a male and a female between 10 and 
15j a male between 50 and 60 years of age. One of the cages is 
mentioned as tubercular, and one as occasioned by a perforation 
of the Intestines. 

Erysipelas, Hoopmo Cough, and Measlks, which last, partic- 
ularly, sometimes prevails extensively and with sadly fatal results, 
did not assume a virulent character dinring the year ; but 3 deaths 
oeciUTing from each of the former two diseases, and but 1 from 
the last named. 

Bronchitis, Inflammation of the Stomach, and Inflamma- 
tion OF THE Larynx, each, caused 3 deaths- 

Abscess, — Under this are placed 2 cases ; 1 termed Malignant, 
and 1 Internal ; neither of which conveys any very satisfactory 
information. 

Aneurism,^ — From this cause 9 deaths are reported; but beyond 
the fact that 1 was stated to be a tumor, we know nothing. Yet 
this is by no means a matter of small moment ; not only because 
there are different varietiesj and that the principal arteries and 
veins are liable to it, but inasmuch as besides being occasioned 
by violent bodily and mental injuries, it at times occurs without 
any evident cause, and is supposed to result &om some peculiar 
predisposition. 

Dropsy of the Abdomen. — ^But 2 deaths occurred from tills ; 
1 male and 1 female ; both between 40 and 50 years of age. 

As this is the last time we shall refer to dropsical affections, and 
a inimbcr of varieties have been noticed, we here present the whole 
in a Tabulated form, exhibiting each variety, the number of each 
»ex who fell victims, the month, and the period of life within which 
death occurred, the per centage that each variety bears to the 
whole, and also the per centage which each bears to the total of 
deaths from ail causes, and to the number of deaths from specified 
causes ; the sexes being distinguished in each pet cewt^a^e coVxltmv* 
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kNFLAMMATioN, — ^Uiider this general term are 2 deaths ; respect* 
one of which, we have the very satisfactory information, that 
it was chronic inflammatioti, in a female 1 month and \2 days old. 
Various kinds of precocity are from time to time announced to 
excite the marvellousiiess of prodigy seekers ; and we think here is 
one of nausual interest, standing, as it unquestionably does, with- 
tmt a paralleL 

Mi'RDER, SiTFFocATiorij aiid St I GIBE, each numbers 2 victims; 
the nature of these cases, is not, though it should have been, spe- 
cified* Whether the second cause was the result of accident or 
deiign^ if the latter, whether it was a homicidal or suicidal act, 
does not appear* 

One of the suicides was committed in July, the other in Au- 
gust ; both unfortunates were males ; one betwen 50 and 60, and 
one betw^een 70 and 80 years of age* The suicidal tendency con- 
stitutes an interesting and important subject of inquiry ; and some 
mstructive results have been arrived at, by attention to it. That 
it is usually, if not always, the consequence of a morbid state of 
the mind, perhaps a temporary insanity, we do not think any one, 
who carefully investigates the matter, will be disposed to deny ; 
although our good pilgrim fathers, w^ho seem always to have been 
upon the look out for the machinations of ** the foul fiend,*' legis- 
latively pronounced it *'a damnable practice," to the committal of 
which, " Satan doth prevail** on some persons. An idea, which, 
somewhat wire-drawn, has been put forth in later times ; for one 
writer appeared so fully possessed w^ith this notion, that in the 
height of his poetical fervor or furor, describing a type of this class, 
he declares that he 

" Sooner than the Devil ^shed, arrived in Hell,** 

What the secret springs of action may often be, passes our com- 
prehension; and certainly, there is often so much " method in the 
madness,'* it is not strangej that, in the early, matter-of-fact times 
alluded to, it should have been summarily conjectured and decid- 
ed, there existed only a moral obUquity ; though in this enlighten- 
ed day, we should hope for the prevalence of more rational, chari- 
table, and humane views. 

This and kindred maladies, we rejoice to know, attract the spe- 
cial attention of one so admirably fitted, in every respect^ for the 
pvupose of investigating them, as is the distinguished and eminent 
Superintendent of the Butler Hospital for the Insane. 
— CankeBj Influenza, Insanity, Jaundice, Malfohmation, (one 

L: 
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child 6 months and 12 days old,) Spina Bifida, Tumor, (located 
nowhere,) and Ulcerated Throat, each, proved fatal in two cases. 

Urinary Organs. — Under this head are two cases ; both males ; 
1 between 30 and 40, and 1 between 60 and 70 years of age. In 
the first case, death is stated to have resulted from inflammation 
of the Urethra ; in the second, from a stoppage of water. 

An.emia, Disease of Bone, (caries of the Hip joint,) Fracture 
6f the Spine, Gravel, Heat, Intemperance, Mortification, 
Neglect, (of an infant six months old,) Inflammation of Veins, 
Phlegmasia Dolens, (Swelled Leg,) Rheumatism, Disease op 
Spine, Ulceration op Stomach, and Syphilis, each claimed a 
victim. 

One death is marked as Sudden, and one is stated to have tak- 
en place from that exceedingly rare and terrible disease. Hydropho- 
bia ; the sufferer was a male, between 30 and 40 years of age, 
and died in March. 

Unknown. — More properly, perhaps, this should have been des- 
ignated as Not-Stated, or have been thus subdivided ; inasmuch 
as very few of the cases were probably anomalous, or what would 
professionally be termed not known. They were rather, for the 
most part, cases in regard to which there was, through careless- 
ness, thoughtlessness, or mayhap a want of opportunity to inquire, 
an omission in reporting the causes. Under this caption there 
are 82 cases ; 43 males, 37 females, and 2 unknowns ; about one- 
half of the males, and nearly one-half of the females were in Prov- 
idence. 

The deaths were to the whole number of deaths from all causes, 
1 in 13.731, or 7.282 per cent. 

In addition to those left blank, and mentioned as unknown, we 
have been obliged to place here several cases whose proper loca- 
tion we could not determine ; as for instance, one denominated 
chronic mucosis ; 1 whose birth is given as a cause of its death ; 
and 1 whose brain is said to have been its death. Shakespeare 
advises us, time was that when the brain was out, the man was 
dead ; but it never entered into his gifted imagination, that when 
the brains were in, the man was dead. That one should die for 
want of brains, seems very rational ; but that one should cease to 
live on account of having them is rare indeed. In the bard's own 
language, we may say, " There are more things in Heaven and 
earth, than are dreamt of in your philosophy. " 

We have thus passed in review the entire list of the Causes of j 
Deaths ; and have not hesitated to speak freely of the loose man- J 

• I 
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in which some of the eases were recorded \ this we have done, 

it from the influence of a spirit of hypercriticipm, or we should 
<xe entered more into details, the materials being abnndunt for 
purpose ; but we have been prompted by a deep con a clou sue sb 
of the importance of the matteXi by a fall knowledge of the neces- 
sity for great care in specifying, by appropriate names, the nnmer- 
ous diseases that occur, and from a deliberate conviction that 
inattention to this particular will prove the death blow to many 
ttnitary meastires, 

"jBeing influenced by correct motives, we doubt not that our 
Mentions will be duly appreciatedj and that suitable efforts will 
\ made to lessen the evils referred to. 

CLASSlFICATIOPf OF DISEASES, 

In addition to an Alphabetic List or Table of Diseases, which 

Tot ordinary purposes of reference may be quite convenientj it is 
customary to arrange them in a niore scientific manner^ in order 
that Diseases possessing similar characteristics, or affecting cer- 
tain systems, may be suitably groupedj thereby facilitating inves- 
fcjitions, and rendering comparisons more easy and satisfactory, 
pBy this means too, some of the indefiniteuessj from the use of 
inappropriate and vague terms, which proves so troublesome in 
Ettempt ing to analyse the Alphabetic List, no longer interferes 
with us, as we view and compare assemblages of diseases, 
■.The form which has met with general approbation, (first in Eu- 
mpe, and then with some modificatious in this Country,) is tha 
we have adopted in Table VIII, so far as regards tJie arrangc- 
inent of Diseases, By reference to this it will be seen that all 
Bpcetfied Causes are first divided into two great Classes; viz.; 
ii'MOTTcs and Bforadics. 

^ The former term is borrowed from the Greek Zvfimnmiy and 
rignifies causing to ferment ; it is applied to those diseases that 
afc known as epidemic, endemic, and contagious ; and is an ad- 
mirable subiitimte for the three, cnabliiig us often to avoid much 
picunilocution. It was selected and appropriated upon the sup- 
position that this Class of Diseases acts upon the body, as fer- 
ment or leaven docs upon the mass with which it is mLved. Irre 
itive of the theorj^ the term is a convenient one, and has been 

naidered worthy of acceptation. 

The second divisional term, Sporadics, is also derived from the 
ik :En(Hiahmg, ^nd mgmfi^^ acaltered) it has long been in usel 

id is employed here to embrace all diseases \vMc\v ^t^ \v^\!0&a 
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epjd*?mic, endemic, nor contagious ; that ia which appear in sin- 
gle or scattered ca^es. This j^econd division is bo subdivided as 
to embrace under distinct headfi the Diseases which affect differ- 
ent Systems; so that^ for example, all those implicating the Or- 
gans of Kespiration, or the Respirative System, shall be arranged 
together ; all those invading the Nervous System^ be placed by 
themselves ; &c. Those Diseases having an unknown location, 
or uncertain seat, are separated from others ; so also are deaths 
from Old Age, and from Violence, or External Causes. 

We have also so armnged this Table as to indicate the total 
of deaths in the State and the number in the respective Counties^ 
from each Class of Diseases and each separate disease, distin- 
guishing from one another the male, female, and unknown. 

Subjoined to the whole will be found the number in each Coun* 
ty that contributed to make up the Class of Unknown or Not 
Stated, and also the number that constitute the Still Born, and 
Premature Birthsp 

In reference to the various Classes and the specific Diseases 
which they include, it is unnecessary for us to do more than to 
direct attention for partietilars to the Table itself, having com- 
mented sufficiently on the Diseases, whilst the preceding Table 
was under examination. 

Per Cent* of Deaths from Various Causes. 

Li Table IX we have again arranged the Causes of Death as in 
the preceding Table, but for another purpose ; viz. : that of show- 
ing the per centage of deaths occasioned by the different Diseases. 
In the central column are placed the classified Diseases* In the 
first left hand column is exhibited, opposite to the respective 
Classes, and each distinct Disease, the whole number of deaths in 
the State from each, and in parallel columns, further to the left, 
the number ui the several Counties. In like manner is shown^ 
opposite to each on the right, in the first column, the State per 
centage, and in the succeeding parallel columns the percentage 
of the seveml Counties. 

This is an important Table, and cost us considerable labor \ but 
we shall do nothing more than to refer otjr readers to it, for such 
information as they may desire. 

IptFLUEPfCF. OF OcCtTPATION ON LoNGEVtTT- 

Among various subjects of interest in connection with. Vital 
Statistics, are the two following; viz*; the influence of Occupa- 
tion on the Health and consequent Longevity of individuals ; and 
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the character of the Diseases to which those engaged in different 
avocations and pursuits are most liable. In order to arrive at 
any satisfactory conclusions relative to these points, a long series 
of carefully conducted observations are requisite j and various 
modifying influences must be duly weighed and allowed for ; such 
as peculiarity of location, temperature, individual babits, heredita- 
predisposition, &c., &c. 

In respect to Occupation, our Returns are very imperfect ; of 
'309 male adults, the Occupations of 115, or rather more than one- 
third, are omitted ; we however have thought it advisable to tab- 
ulate what materials we possess, and they may be found in Ta- 
ble X 

By reference to this, it will be seen that we have arranged the 
Occupations under several different heads. 1st. Agbicultu- 
BisTs ; under which we include Farmers, Horticulturists, and all 
engaged in congenial pursuits. 2nd. Laborers ; here we place 
that class generally imderstood by the term day-laborer ; those 
who have no fixed pursuit, but do, firom day to day^ whatsoever 
their hands find to do. 3d. Manufacturers. This term we 
use in its acceptation, as signifying those engaged in or connect- 
ed with "Factories," as Cotton and Woolen Manufacturing 
Establishments J Print Works; &c. 4thp Mechanics and Ar- 
TtsANS. Had we a suitable word to signify one w^ho follows 
a Tradej as we have to designate one engaged in a Mercantile 
pursuit, we should have selected it for this division, as more ap- 
propriate, and enabling us here to congregate a number of avoca- 
tions w^hich seem rather to belong to this division than any other, 
and yet which cannot with strict propriety be placed under the 
caption Mechanics ; thus requiring us to transfer to the Miscella- 
neous head several employments that by some have been placed 
under this- In drawing comparisons therefore between our Ta- 
bles and those issued elsewhere, this variation must be borne in 
mind, or erroneous conclusions will be arrived at* Indeed the 
only correct course wiU be to compare individual items with cor- 
responding items ; instead of whole divisions with those having 
similar headings, 5th* Merchants, Trabers, &c. Under this, 
we place wholesale and retail dealers, '' shop-keepers, ^* their ac- 
countants, &c. 6th. Peofesbional Men. Some subdivisions 
which come under this should embrace details^ ; e. g. Musician is 
itoo comprehensivej considering the great variety of instruments 
[played upon, and the different portions and organs of the body 
thereby called into action, and thus rendered more, or less liable 
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than othcre to disease* For this reasonj instead of employing the 
general name, we would^ in such cases j aa in the only instance 
before us, spceify the kind of Musician. 7th» Sea-Farii^g Men. 
We here place all who follow the seas, whatever tlieir station ; 
whether that of oiTicer or sailor^ 8lh. Mis cell ajjeuus* This is 
intended to take in all who follow callings which have not been 
included in either of the preceding Classes; it correspondii ta 
what, in some Registration Reports, is styled Public Men, which 
phraBC, by common and long uaage^ has been devoted to another 
purpose J conveying quite a diflerent idea from that contemplated 
in this and the like Reports. 

It is cnstomaryj though we think with questionable propriety, 
to insert in such Tables, Paupers as a division. This Class cer- 
tainly can hardly be denominated an Oecnpation with nsc-^ 
Generally J in this Country at least, it does not consist of vagrants ; 
of the indolent, who resort to Public Charities, as the most coii- 
venient and easy mode of obtaining a livelihood without individ- 
ual effort, and free from expense ; it is composed, we trust and 
believe, in a great measure (at all events it includes many,) of the 
honest poor ; of those who once were industrious — who followed 
some regular business or callings and supported themselves whilst 
in the enjoyment of health, but who, when stricken down by the 
dispensations of Providence, or overwhelmed by some of the 
thousand mishaps with which we are environed, have found them- 
selves stripped of all resources, and consequently have been cona- 
peUed to apply for succor to those admirable Asylums which 
wisdom and humanity have for such cases made and provided. — 
These individuals, therefore, will in very many cases find a prop- 
er position in one of the preceding Classes. We consequently 
have ejected Paupers from the body of the Table ; but that they 
may not be entirely lost sight of in reference to the question of 
Longevity, we have subjoined the few found occu patio nless, dis- 
tinguishing the males from the females. Next to the MiscEtLA- 
Eous, and forming our last regular division, is that of Females j 
under which are alphabetically arranged their vocations. 

As regards the ages of individuals, we have arranged them, for 
convenience of consultation, in decennial periods extending from 
20 to 100 years ; the number of individuals of each calling is an- 
nexed, followed by the actual aggregate of their ages, and the 
average age of each person. 

We have restricted ourselves to those above 20 years of age, 
because this is the lowest limit allowed in similar Tables, and 
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unless here adopted, eome coiifus^ion would arise in instituting 
comparisons. The Act of thi;^ State however very proper] y re- 
qnircsj the Occupation of those as young as 15 years to be reported ; 
we therefore subjoin a supplementary Table, (Table XIj) which 
includes the few from 10 to 20 years of age, whose pursuits are 
Jesignated. It is also important that we should be informed in- 
ftgard to the employment of children, when they had any ; and 
"we hope that this will be attended to in future Returns. 

Subjoined to the Table is a Recapitulation, presenting the Oc- 
cupational Classest, and opposite to each the number of individu- 
^3 within each deeenaial age-period, the number of individuals 
fceloiiging to each Class, with the aggregate age of each Class, 
and the average age of each individuaL It will be found that the 
average age of Agriculturists ranks the highest ; viz : 68»08 years ; 
next that of Merchants, 53,23 ; 3d. of Mechanics, 49.58 ; 4th Mis- 
cellaneous, 48.61 ;Oth. Manufacturers, 45,12 ; Gth, Sea- Faring Men, 
43.50; 7tk Laborers, 42.00; and lastly Professional Men, 40.33, 

By the Massachusetts Returns for 7 years and 8 months, the 
Occupations in regard to Longevity rank 1st, Agriculturists ; 2nd. 
Public Men ; (corresponding to our Miscellaneous head ;) 3d. Pro- 
fessional Men ; 4th. Merchants ; 5th i Mechanics ; (which includes 
our division of Manufacturers; that is unites our 3d. and 5th.;) 
6th. Laborers ; 7th. Sea- Faring Men. 

■^We subjoin, for facility of comparison, the number of each 
UlasSj with the aggregate, and average age of each in this State 
for 1 Year, and the aggregate and average age of each in Massa- 
chusetts for S years and 8 months, calculated from the Report for 
185L 

Table or Comparative Ldngettty in Ehode-Island and 
Massachusetts, of various Occupational Classes. 
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By the preceding, it will be observed that the results for the 
short period here, correspond very iiearlyj for the most part, with 
those for the longer period in our neighboring sister State. 

As regards Paupers, we have, in the general Table, distinguish- 
ed the Sexes ; this was not done in Massachusetts. The average 
there was 66*78 years; here, that of the males was 70.00; offe* 
males 52*00* The Class of Female Occupation ists here, averagtfd 
45.16 years ; there, 46*78 years. 

In 1834 there was published a Table by Casper, of Berliu, 
giving the results of his observations relative to the salutary ten* 
dency of certain Occupations. Although some of his divisiom 
do iiot embrace any Clatises to be found here, and it is not dear 
who are included in one or two of them^ we subjoin the list, a» it 
may be convenient to have it within reach for reference at some 
future time. According to him, 

" Of 100 Theologianaj there have attained the age of 70 and upwards, 12. 
" " Agriculturists and Foresters, " ** ** 40. 

" « Superintendents " *^ « 35. 

" " Commercial and Industrious Men, « *s " 35, 

** « IHHitiiry Men, « ** « S3. 

« « Subalterns, « a « jjg. 

« « Advocates, " " '* 29. 

« ** Artiste, « *s « 2a 

« « Teachers, Prafessorij, « « ** 21, 

« " Phjsiciaus, « « « g4 

" That Physicians, " it is observed, ** should stand lo^nrest in this 
scale of vitality, is not, considering their exposure, to be wondered 
at; and the high grade of Theologians is equally intelligible, from 
their certain, though moderate income, and the equauimity favored 
by their piu-auits* It is, however, startling at first view to find 
the average duration of life among commercial men ^o little ele- 
vated above that of military men, in a Country where war bad 
raged at no remote period. The last fact seems to establish that 
the agitation of mind produced by mercantile uncertainties anil 
difficulties m scarcely a less destructive agent than the aword.*' 

OcCUrATlON ANB DiSEASE. 

In Table XII, we have again arranged the Occupations under 
the Classes already referred to, and opposite each vocation, in 
parallel columns, have designated of what diseases the individu- 
als died, and how many of each. 

Of course, from this single Table no practical results can be 
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Othf.r Topics Meriting Consideration, 



drawn ; indeed the number of cases which it presents may seem 
scarcely sufficient to repay for the time and trouble required to 
construct it ; biit viewing the matter prospectively^ we deemed it 
important to innke a beginning now, notwithstanding the scanti- 
Btes of our materials* 

deferring for details to the Table itself, we dismiss it with the 
single remark that the Disease-scourge of our race, Consump* 
tion, swept off 39.385 per cent, of the whole number of individuals ; 
that it was the predominating cause of Death in every Oecupa- 
rion excepting that of Agriculturists ; of whom 46.641 per cent, 
died of Old Age. Of the Female Class, two-fifths died from 
Consumption ; and of the Minors, one-third of the males and all 

I the females. 
There are several other Tables which we were desirous of pre- 
iting; among them one exhibiting the conditions and ages of 
rties at the time of marriage ; and one in elucidation of the 
question of the comparative longevity of individuals in different 

fcial conditions. 
It would also have been gratifying to us and probably not al- 
together unprofitable to some, had not other demands on our time 
prevented, to have discussed various sanitary subjects and enlarged 
upon some of the most important measures and inquiries now in 
the course of agitation ; such as the general condition of the resi- 
dences of the Laboring Classes ; public arrangements by which the 
sanitary condition of those Classes are or may be affected ; e. g, 
drainage, street cleansing, supplies of water, &c. ; circumstances 
bearing on the internal economy and ventilation of work -shops 
and manufactories, of the dwellings of operatives, school houses, 
boarding schools, ajid other seminaries, and also of private dwel* 
lings in general ; the pecuniary burdens created by the neglect of 
sanitary measures ; the predisposing causes of disease by domes- 
tie mismanagement ; the employers' influence on the health of 
Work-people, in the way of promoting personal cleanliness, regard 
to dress, habits of temperance, lVc, &c. ; on the proper character 
and duties of Boards of Health, or other Officers having in charge 
the prevention or amelioration of the ravages of pestilence and 
di&eage ; the intluence of public walks and gardens, of well regu- 
taed places of exercise and amusement, on the health and morals 
rfacommunity^ the effects of preventive measures in elevating ' 
I fte vital standard, and increasing the chancer oC \ife\ fti'SAnv^Qt- 

k 19 
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tance of a weU kept series of meteorological observations as val- 
uable aids often, in shedding light upon controverted subjects of 
gireat moment in a sanitary way ; the very important bearing our 
subject has on Life Insurance^ Annuities, &c,, &€• But for rea- 
sons already stated we cannot enter upon this vast, and vitally 
interesting field. We will not however deny ourselves the pleas- 
ure of quoting the following general remarks of one who has 
written much and well on Registration, * 

Value of Registration Records. 

'* Trusty records of our vital statistics, " says Dr» Tuthill, ** aie 
as much superior to the simple census of the fighting men, of 
the women and children, as a chart of every acre of the State^ 
with its boundaries noted, and its description complete, and the 
whole so disposed as to facilitate reference, would be superior to 
a naked statement of the number of acres in each State, It is by 
studying bills of mortalityj and birth and marriage records, in their 
connections, that w^e may learn what trades and professions, a 
people jealous oi human life, health and happiness, should foster, 
and what avoid, as sapping the strength of the Nation, and wast- 
ing its energies, — solve the problems so puzzling to modern 
reforming philosophers whether heaven'Ordained marriage or Gal* 
lie communism is better adapted to people the world and main- 
tain its condition, — settle the question over which the Malthusiana 
and their opponents so studiously brood, — ^best dispose of the 
crowds of immigrants that like the waters of a rising tide, roll 
into every harbor, up every creek, submerge the shoals, fill the 
channelsj cover the flats, and threaten the stout headlands, a liv- 
ing tidcj eager to work in its place, but ignorant where that plac« 
may be, — prevent the sudden access of wide-spread cotumercial 
distress, — break the neck of starvation, and cripple famine, before 
he sets his heavy heel upon our shore, — devise w^ays and means 
for our most profitable present employment, to meet and relieve 
the growing wants of our great land, and to take up the sure 
word of prophesy for our future, *' *****»*#«t 

*^ They are invaluable for statesmen, who would not erect in the 
public works, monuments to their own ignorance. For lack of 
them, impregnable forts have been located in districts where mi^ 
aamata have soon left no lives to guard theraj batteries con^ 
atructed where poisoned air was a sufificient defence; dock-yards 
chosen and furnished with all their costly appointments, only to 
be removed again, when dear experience has taught the lesson 
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that a cheap record of a few yeara' duration, would have shown 
at the first glanccj public works abandoned when half completedj 
and myriads of lives sacrificed to pestilence, which had been draft- 
ed by war to woo back gentle peace," •*»*••••* 
*^ All that is good in life-insurance, convenient in annuities, 
atid beneficent in the multitudinous organizations, whose opera- 
tions are based on the probabilitiea of life, must be credited to 
Tital statistics* " 

" With proper collections of vital statistics we aje more thor- 
oughly equipped for scientific explorations in many other quarters. 
They are es&ential to the perfectness of a geographical description 
of a Country ; they are the permanent documenta of a land, most 
grateful to the minute historian*" 

The advantages of Registration " are not few or trifling, when 
the register is kept in its barest form, simply enumerating the 
birthsj marriages, and deaths of a district mthin a given time, — 
But to get its widest benefits, there should be added the circum- 
stances attending these eras in the history of mankind, as the par- 
entage of the born, the condition and ages of the marrying, the 
causes of death and the ages of the dying. Such a register fur- 
nishes tools for skilfid workmen in many branches of intellectu- 
al industry — for the jurist and the geographer, the practical 
economiat, the statesmauj the actuary, the historian, and the 
physiologist. Its use for the first year or two will be limited. — 
It may be kept a dozen years before its deductions can command 
perfect confidence. But its value is increasing with every day. — 
It costs little, and after the lapse of a brief season j it returns that 
little in a thousand waySj with usury upon them all. Few trees 
bear fruit the year they are planted. Acorns dropped into the 
richest soil do not furnish oaks for ship timber in a season, The 
most perfect system of registration will wave much grateful and 
graceful foliage to the winds of many years, before the mellow 
fruit will load its branches* But then, a single bearing year re- 
pays all its cost, and its hardened, close-grained wood returns 
compound interest for all the days of its unproductiveness* 

'^ We, of America, think very highly of our registries of deeds. 
All our acres are numbered and as far as possible described and 
bounded, and at evf ry change of ownership it is deemed wise to 
ird it, and the descent of an old homestead is often more dis- 
% traced than the genealogy of the aristocracy. Why should 
not preserve with equally Bcnipulous fidelity our Country's 
.e to her contented, happy and healthy people^ as to Vi^Kt ^yc^.- 
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bered wilderness, or her plough-vexed glebe ? unless, indeed, a 
Nation's strength and greatness consists not so much in men m 
in borders that outreach zones, and hem in an empire in hoarded 
weahh and generally diffui^ed competence j in a fruitful soil and 
regions that teem with the objectsof trade and commerce, in ahlps 
of the line, impregnable forts, and frowning battlements, ^'* | 

Defects rN tub Act^ 

There is clearly a mistake in allowing the lapse of three monlks 
between a birth and the required reporting of the same. It k a 
trite, but true saying, out of sigfit, out of mind. The time here 
extends so far out of sight, that the duty easily escapes recollec- 
tion. The shorter the period^ within reasonable limits, the surer 
will be the discharge of the duty ; and no one resides so far from 
the Clerk's Office, or is so utterly destitute of all means of inter- 
communication, as to need one-quarter of a year for the perform- 
ance of so simple, and yet so important an act as that devolving 
on the heads of families. It would be better for them, and much 
better for all others concerned, if the time were reduced to om 
mofith. 

In reference to the period for Clergymen, Physicians, Under- 
takers, and others to make their returns to the Clerks, we think an 
alteration should be made similar to that alluded to respecting 
Parents. As the law now is, returns are liable to be behindhand 
for months after the expiration of the year; which certainly wa8 
not contemplated by its framers* Were each of the Classes re- 
quired to make returns, on the 10th or 15th of every month, of aU 
cases which occurred during the preceding month, and were the 
Clerks to be allowed one month after the expiration of the year to 
make up their Returns, we should possess, what is very essential, 
each year complete in itself. 

We cannot hut express our regret at the limits fixed upon for 
the Registration year^ as they interfere materially with instituting 
many desirable comparisons betu^een our own and the Returns of 
other States and Countries. With us, the annual period consists 
of seven months of one Calendar Year, and five months of the 
next succeeding one \ so that in examining, for instance, the in- 
fluence of Seasons, say Summer, we shall have to take one month 
from the beginning of the Registration Year, and t\vo months from 
the close of it; which of course constitute portions of two differ- 

*P, Tuihill, M. D., on Ragistration of Birtlis, Deaths, and Mari'iiigefi. Trausactiou* 
of t'le Medical Bocie tj of the State of Kew York. June, 1 852. 
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fent Calendar Years, whose temperature, and the nature of whose 
prevalent disea^ea, &c* may not only be different in degree, but 

opposite in character. The best plan unquestionably would be> 
^ to have the Registration Year, here as elsewhere, conform to the 
Calendar Year; or at least so modified that instead of commenc- 
[ing, it shall end| with June* 

In an Appendix to this Report will be found the form of an Act 

I embodying these alterations and some minor additions; to which 

[we w^ould respectfully direct the attention of the Legislature. 

In the Appendix may also be found some items respecting the 

Town Betuius that could not well be incorporated in the Report, 

CoxcLuniNG Remarks. 

In closing, we would commend the subject of Registration to 

I fte protective and watchful care of the Legislature, without 

se official countenance and encouragement it cannot be sue- 

bfnUy prosecuted. 

Te would also most earuestry bespeak for it the aid of all 

isseSj whether specified in the Law as those from whom direct 

[action is expected or not ; for there is no class in the community, 

[no individual of any class, but what is interested in, and may be 

[influenced by, the results legitimately aimed at in every sanitary 

lieform. In the erapliatic language of an eminent British states- 

lan," who moved and carried through Parliament the Public 

lealth Act, in 1848, and was subsequently appointed the Chief 

ICommissioner of the General Board of Health, '* No one*s con- 

cience, be they ministers of State, be they members of Parlia- 

lent, be they members of Corporatiorus, or be they citizens of any 

dass, ought to hoFd themselves harmless, if in time coming they 

jffer any obstruction, or suffer any to be offered, to the immediate 

adoption of sanitary reform, ^^ 

We have seen by the Tabular Abstract that the greatest defi- 
ciency in the Returns exists where we would have anticipated the 
st ; viz : in the Bi-rtus' division. It is a common remark that 
every one is good to his own. In the present instance this does 
aot hold true throughout. Charity, we are- told, begins at home- 
It appears to us that here she has too often wandered abroad, and 
forgotten there is &uch a place as home. Parents are supposed 
o have, as they should, a watchful care of their offspring — ^an 
iuxious regard for their beat interests — ^an earnest solicitude for 
heir future well-being. That watchfulness, anxiety, and ear- 
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nestness should stimulate them to a prompt fulfilment of the law ; 
and if made fully aware of the fact, that sooner or later, with us 
it will, as already abroad it has, become of great moment, more 
especially in reference to questions of lineage, the tracing of de- 
scents, and the distribution of property, we are convinced no class 
will be found more faithful in the discharge of their duty. Being 
a law-abiding and an order-loving class, it is incumbent on them 
to see to it, that henceforth no dereliction shall occur. 

The Marriage division speaks far more favorably for the Profes- 
sional gentlemen and others on whom the Law relies for returns, 
in reference to the important change in our social condition, com- 
memorated and sanctioned by the ceremonies of wedlock. Yet 
as regards many of the essential items concerning which informa- 
tion is required to be duly furnished, there has been an unac- 
countable remissness. Perhaps this is partly attributable to . our 
Clerical brethren and others legally associated with them not be- 
ing fully impressed with a sense of the importance of the matter, 
and from the want of knowledge that any binding obligation 
rests on them. No class can be more sensible how much the sta- 
bility of good governments, and the perpetuity and success of every 
wise and salutary measure, relating to our mental, moral, and 
physical well-being, depend upon a regard for, and due observance 
of, the laws designed wisely to regulate, and judiciously to con- 
trol them. No class is more deeply interested in having such 
laws sustained, and such beneficial enactments enforced. We 
know they are not of that antiquated, perhaps fabulous sect, 
whose members enjoined upon their hearers to do as they said, 
and not as they did ; we are convinced that they are good, both 
at preaching and practising ; that they seldom rest satisfied with 
merely pointing put the way, the truth, and the life ; but by ex- 
ample, which is more persuasive, by actions, which are more con- 
vincing than precept, they show us how to walk in the \vay, how 
to respect and hallow the truth, how to aim for and attain the 
life. To them therefore we look with confidence for a more strict 
obedience of the law hereafter. 

In respect to the third great division, we are dependent for in- 
formation upon the Physicians and Und^takers. If both classes 
faithfully discharged their duties, the Returns of the one would 
nearly equal those of the other, and, acting as counter checks, 
our Death Statistics would be quite accurate. No burials should 
be allowed excepting under the supervision of some one legally 
appointed for the purpose, for reasons too obvious to require speci- 
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fication at this time ; but tbey either have been, or those acting 
a^ Undertakers, in a niimbcT of towns, have disregarded the re- 
qnirements of the Law. In connection with this subject^ we 
would particularly call attention to Section 10 of the Regii^tration 
Act, 

Some Physiclanj^, it is stated, decline fiirni??hing information ; 
indeed absolutely refuse to give it ; declaring that the doing so 
ould be onerous, and that they will defy the Law, unless paid 
for reporting the cases of Death ^\^thin their Practice* Thi^is so 
out of characteT for the members of the Healing Art that we are 
confident few can be found who would willingly father such a re- 
mark, and that those who may have uttered it did so without 
thought, and gladly and cheerfully would recall it on a moment's 
reflection. 

It is unnecessary for us to do more than to direct the attention 
of such to the noble conduct of their Professional brethren in 
England J who, it is recorded, " have daily and hoixrly written out 
the causes of death, bringing the whole knowledge of the Profes- 
sion to bear on thi^ point, as nnpaid .^ervires. In the aggregate 
this labor has been enormous ; but it has been given, freely ren- 
dered, by the Profession to the Government, withotftffe or re^ 
%mrd. It may seem a plain, unconscquential matter, this gratui- 
tous return of the causes of death, but it makes up a bulk of un- 
paid service to the State, such as can be prej^ented by no other 
body or Profession in the Empire. " 

No claj^s of our citizens does so much, or labors so unceasingly, 
in season and out of season, without recompens^e ; no one comes 
up to its work more cheerfully or with more alacrity; no one is 
TTiDrc ready to aid in the advancement of every good cause bear- 
ing on the health and life of the community, without stint and 
without measure ; no one more cheerfully renders to the Public, 
valuable services ^\i.thout money and without price. 

*^ A sense of duty^ far more than the mere force of example, 
ought to enlist the medical man in the holy warfare " in which 
we are engaged* We employ the words of one within the pale, 
and who therefore has a right to speak and to demand a hear- 
ing. ** No member of society is so cognizant as he is of the facts 
of the case, or better pi-epared to interpret and enforce them j no 
one is less open to the suspicion of mean or unworthy motives ; 
and no one has such frequent opportunities of converse with men 
of every rank and degree. If he, who know3 so much, should 
appear indifterent, or, what is worse, — from the bad habit of look* 
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ing at the routine practice of his Profession as the only honorable 
occiipation of a medical man^ and the work of palliation as his 
only duty, — should speak slightly of this higher work of preven* 
tion, and carp at the efforts of others on the pretence that they are 
given to exaggeration, society would soon catch hisi tone of 
thought and feeling ; and a cause which, on serioiis re Section and 
careful examination, he would be constrained to support, muat 
suffer irreparable injury. If, on the other hand, he could be in- 
duced to exert himself heartily, but discreetly, in favor of sanita- 
ry measures, and to bring hii* influence to bear on those with 
whom his professional avocationa place him in communication, 
it is impossible to over-estimate the good he may be the means 
of effecting. He is also favorably circumstanced for combatting 
that petty spirit of parochialism, which embodies its ignorance 
and selfishness in the cry of local self-government, and the trans- 
parent pretence of a zeal for liberty. • * • • ^ large major- 
ity, at least, of the medic^il profession are in a position to take, 
if it so please them, an attitude of remonstrance against local 
mismanagement, and to administer deserved reproof to incapaci- 
ty ; and we trust they will avail themselves of every opportunity 
of discharging this very necessary duty,.'** 

We therefore, notwithstanding omissions of the past^ look with 
confidence to Physicians to lend their powerful aid for a thorough 
enforcement of the Law so far as it is in any wise dependent on 
their exertions. 

If the Classes, in regard to whom we have made a few remarks, 
will but carry out the respective reforms desired, and make their 
returns to the Clerks in the manner that the Act prescribes, a de- 
cided and greatly demanded improvement will necessarily take 
place in the substance and manner of the Returns of the latter to 
the Secretaryj and as a consctjuencc. Reports emanating from his 
Office will be the more practical in their character, and the more 
satisfactory in their exhibits. 

We would not only commend this cause to the fostering care 
of the Legislature, and the deliberate consideration and careful 
attention of all classes, but we would in an especial manner in- 
voke in its behalf the influence of the Press ; that mighty engine 
of power for weal or woe, according as it is under the guidance 
and control of men of elevated standing, cultivated intellects, and 
high moral tone, who are disposed to exercise their abilities in the 
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fhty most likely to conduce to the greatest good of the greatest 
number, or as it is under the misguidance of men of degraded 
stamp, grovelling mindsj depraved tastes, and vulgar propensities, 
who prostitute their talents to the most selfish purposes, and fos- 
■b, and administer to, the vilest passions of human nature, 
tecklesa of the wrongs thereby committed on the community, 
_^ Of the latter, we fear not the frowns, we court not the favor; 
■bm the former, we antlefpate material aid, and entertain no ap- 
Hehen^ions of disappomtment The well-regulated Press has 
TOorded essential service to many a great and good cause, and 
^e doubt not, will continue in the way of well-doing* It 
Bletofore has not only extended its countenance and support in 
^e time of need, to help forward labors of love and deeds of char- 
ity, but has often taken the lead in advocating measures promising 
advantages to the public. In the struggle for supremacy between 
ignorance, pestilenccj and vice on the one side, and knowledge, 
health, and happiness on the other, it is not difficult to predict 
where its standard will be planted, nor with which body it will be 
Huud contending spiritedly for the victory, • ■ 

This State has been sometimes, in thoughtlessness we trust, 
eridingly alluded to for her diminutive ness in size; indeed one 
iividual playfully threatened, on a certain occasion, to put her 
his breeches pocket. 
i Small as she i^, she has made herself heard and felt on more 
one occasion, and has fixed her impress so strong and deep 
%t time itself cannot efface it. She early, and single-handed, 
3ok an unwavering stand in defence of that vitally important, and 
most dearly cherished right, " soul liberty '* — independence in 
matters of religious concernment — entire fireedora of communion 
between God and man without the interference or dictation of 
his fellow-man. She early extended encouragement to the arts 
of Peace, and in advance of all her sister States, with her was the 
fcception of tvt^o important manufactures. Neither was she un- 
mindful of her duties to our common Country ; and long ere the 
war blast was sounded, prior to that ** time which tried men's 
eouls, '• she proved by the exploit on her Bay, that she was ready 

Rrand equtil to the approaching struggle. Hers is the credit of 
Lving originated the earliest mcasiues for the establishment of a 
Na\y ; and t^he snpplied the first and only Commodore our Navy 
ever had. She also enjoyed the satisfaction of furnishing to the 
Anny, one, than whom there was no superior, with the eKe^tT^tvo^w 
of him who was ^* Grst in the hearts of his couutryrtveu," K-ga^xv^ 
20 
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in the second (we trust the last) great contest for our Nation's 
rights, the result upon the Northern waters offered convineing 
proof that the spirit and energy of oldj still abided in her midst, 
and that she proffered for the Country's aid, no degenerate sona 
of noble sires. 

What the State has done, she still can do ; the narrowness of 
her limits does not dwarf her spirit, nor contract her energies ; 
the same indomitable will and invincible resolution arc within, 
and need but arousing, to display themselves with as much %ag- 
or, for as noble ends, and with as glorious residts, as in the days 
of our ancestors. 

It must be conceded that she cannot boast of her broad acres, 
her extensively cultivated fields, her wide-spread domain ; but in 
regard to the mental activity, physical energy, moral qualities, 
stern integrity, and industrial habits of her people, she need not 
fear, nor shrink from, a comparison, with any of her lajger, rieherj 
or stronger sister States* 

The very fact of her possessing but a limited territorial extent, 
may, indeed must, in some cases, give her great advantages ; and 
in none more strikingly than relative to matters such as those we 
have had under consideration* From the circumstance that one 
ohserver canj as it were on the instant, embrace in a single view, 
the entire length and breadth of the State, it wiU be easy to 
watch the operation of any measures that may be instituted in 
relation to the health of the community ; using this term in its 
most comprehensive sense, as including the mental, the moral, 
and the physical exaltation of the people, and bettering the condi- 
tion, and increasing the longevity, prosperity, and happiness 
of aE. 

Abroad, Geneva has acquired a highly creditable and truly en- 
viable preeminence for the attention she has paid to Hegistration ; 
records have been faithfully kept by her for a period stretching 
back three centuries ; and from these and the wise sanitary regu- 
lations that emanated from them, she is now reaping great ad- 
vantages, and her judicious course is often referred to, and held 
up as worthy of imitation elsewhere. 

What Geneva is, in the way of example abroad, this Stats 
may, if she so wills, become at home, — a standard of excellence ^ 
the bright particular star in the American Constellation ; she 
may, if she so resolve, and resolutely apply herself to the work, 
become the pattern State of the Union in matters of Sanitary Re- 
form. 
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TnifRE are some items of information in te Clerks' Retnnxs, which may be 

nQTn or less interesting and important to the inhabitants of the respective towns 

■trhenee the Returns emannte, aiwl yet fromthe minuteness of detail that charactei:- 

iaes them, they cannot weli be incorporated in the Report Some of these we 

propose to publish in this Appendix. 

We regret our inability to set fortb the views of many of the Town Clerks, fof 
de reason that but few aaw proper to furnish any. 

We should like to ascertain, through the Clerks, when they make their nesct 
Returns, in what Towns^ if any, Records have been kept of Births, Marriages j 
and Deaths, heretofore, at bow early a period, and what is the present condition of 
those Kecords ? 

Also the number of Ministenjj (or Preat'hcrSj) Physicians, and Undertakei^, and 
what portion of them fulJil the requirements of the Law ? 
■ Are indexes to the Returns kept> in obedience to the law ? 

Clerks should always make their Returns on the Blanks furnished ^ so as to pre- 
lerve uniformity, and have them lu a suitable state for binding. On this account, 
the Blanks should either be used on one side only, or the sheets be put together in 
book form prior to using. Neither should they be shorn of their proportions, as in 
some eases has been done. 

Most of the omissions, in many of the Returns, which are great in number and 
various in kind, are attributable to the wajit of care in keeping advised of the re- 
quirements of the law, or to not being sufficiently impressed with the importance 
of a rigid obedience of them, 

The Clerk's Certificate that he sends a true copy from the Eccords h not suf- 
ficient. It may be a true copy /rom, and yet not a full at complete copy q/ the Re- 
mtds for the year, Ditfcrent Ke turns have thus been sent in from the game Town, 
I hi the same year- 
Clerks should make the Record when the information is given to them ] but this 
' h& not always been the case ; see Cranston Returns. 

All arbitrary marks, which unexplained, will necessarily mislead, should be 
I avoided ; e* g* ** , and i meaning anything that is assumed j as used by one in- 
dividual) and nothing, as used by another ; see Charlestown and Tiverton » 

The Returns should specify under Colore white^ black, and nmlatto: not white 
' and colored, merely. Under Occupation^ that of females, as well as of males, 
[ JiEiOuld be stated^ when they have any. 

From the Cities, all of the Re turn a should be made by Wards; and iu regard to 
> Towns, if tJiere be any peculiarity distinguishing one portion or section from an- 
other, it should be noted ^ more especially in the case of any utiuftM^l -^T^v^isiwcc., 
or extraordinary viraknee of disease- From the Ward dislJmclxoti \kaiv\T^^ \se^^ 
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carried out but m part^ we were compelled to throw adde lome ^Edmates and Tab^ 
idar calcwktions commeoced in relation to Providence. 

There should be a distinction made in the Returns between the not known, ml 
not named ; there is a very essential difference between the two phrases ; aa for 
InEtance when applied to Dieeases. 

BrnxHS, 

The object of theae Kc turns seema to be Btrangely misconceived or disregarded. 

It is important, and will become still more so in process of time, that a fuU regis- 
tration be kept* of all Births^ But the main deaign, or leading mm, now, is toaft* 
certain the number of Birtli^ that have taken place duriog the year, and not the 
number that have been recorded within the year, however remote the era of their 
birth may have been* 

Some of tbe Returns contain entries of Births which occurred in other Tomia, 
the Parents being also non-residents ; and in some cases, the children, parents, &c.t 
belong in other States. See the Warren Eetums, As far as possible^ we hate 
endeavored to restore these to their birtU-places- 

The Returns generally are made out in mich a manner, as to occasion much un- 
necessary annoj^nce and peqilexlty ; the Births being either EU-bitrarily set down, 
or according to the date of Ilegistration, irrespective of the month, or the year*— 
Returns worthy of imitation ^ as being in this particular what they should he, are 
those of Warren and Coyentsy. 

The pattern Town for Parents, in regard to promptness in having Births re^ 
tered, is Little Cohptok* 

Marriages. 

These Returns often show, not the number which have been solemnized during 
the year, hut the number registered during that timCj at however early a period 
the ceremony may have been performed- Certain persons, it theEetums are to he 
credited, were registered as married, a year in advance of their change of condition j 
see IVarrek. 

Some of the Returns have occasioned much annoyanee and perplexity for the 
want of a little attention upon the part of those making tlie registry. 

The number of Marriages in a place does not necessarily or invariably show the 
social condition, or the business prosperity of that place \ though the latter usually 
acts as an incentive, or encouragement to enter the bonds of wedlock. Many may 
visit a town merely for the performance of the ceremony, and then depart else- 
where to reside ; see Waerek. 

The Eeturns are certified to be a cojTecf copy, not a complete one ; it may be 
correct as far as it goes, and yet not so full and complete as the Records might fer- 
nish , evidence of which we find by comparing different Returns trom the same 
Town. 

Some of the Returns contain not only the Marriages solemnized in different 
years, but in different places ; see Coventry. The first column therefore should 
not only indicate the date, but also the place, of Marriage. The Re^stration does 
not now necessarily, as it should, and as was intended, show the place< 

In registering, or afkr wards in preparing the Bcturns sent to the Secretary's 
Office, not a little confusion and extra labor were created by the Clerks some- 
times inserting the Brides' names first, when usually those of the Groom* take pre- 
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^g It would be well to stiit€, in the last columni tlie date of tht nN:ord, as is the 
' ^praxrtice in I^EWPOitT and IIopkintof. 

Deaths. 

One great object intended to be attained by tlicse Returns is to ascertain the 
number of Deaths that occurred in the Town during the yenr, and not simply the 
number which were registered there, irrespective of the place where ^ and the time 
when, the individual died* The Death Returns should therefore be headed Deatbd 
that oceurred in the Town of, &c. ; and the entries should be arranged in monthly 
order, aod not be made indiatriniinately. 

If Deatha which happen elsewhere are also registered, they should, as the law 
recLUires, be recorded separate anil apart from the others, instead of being, as they 
now generally are, intermingled with tbem, 

A person may be registered twice j indeed three timea^ or more ] first where the 
1)eath occurred ; next where the burial, and then where the re-intemient, took 
place. The registry may also be niade many years after death ; see, for example, 

:ciiMOXD, where the number of Deaths registered for the year ending June 1st 
853 is 3G ; ret the number of Deaths irithin the year amounted to but five. 

It is Terj' important that the Clerks ebould keep accurate Ihis of all the Fracti- 
ioners, Corouej-s, aod Undertakers, in their respective Towns. Then, if the 
ths reported hy the former two, nearly eorresjxjnded with the lotcrmeata of 
the last, we ebouhl, for all practical pur|)03es, arrive, with a sufficient degree of 
aecuracy, at the extent of mortality ; and on the other band, if any material dis- 
crepant-y was found to exist, the Sucretaiy^'B attention should be called to the fact, 
tbat the proper remedy might be applied, and similar omissions obviated for the 
liiture. 

Kotbing but an almost inconceivable thonghtlessness can account for some en- 
tries to be met with ; such for example as that of a MUl-horfi child who lived two 
days, or rather died aged two days ! And the absence of proper system can alone 

the reason of recording an individual as dying twice, at did e rent seasons, of dit- 

rent diseases, and of different ago?, the person becoming younger the longer life 
as continued. A number of such instances have been found. 

Some of the oldest, moi't respected, and proiuincnt eitiKcns of by*gone times, 
could they but revisit the scenes of their earthly pilgrimage, would learn with sor- 
row and surprise that the names of any ot their descendants appear on the Death- 
roll not only with a blank to their disease, but what is far wor&e and truly lament- 
able. It blank to their Age, a blank to tbcir Profession, a blank to their Parentage, 
a blanK: to their Birth Place ! I Such things should not be, and with ordinary care 
would not occur ; and yet tbey are by no mean^ infrequent occurrences. 

To these general remarks, we will subjoin the following particulars respecting 
the Towns; beginning withthofjo in 

BRISTOL COUKTY. 

BARRINGTON. 

Btrtlis. The Eetuma are for the Year ending May 1st 185-- The Clerk*s Ccr- 
fieate is not dated. There are 11 Births recorded ; 1 2 of which took place within 
the year; viz. 2 males and 2 females in June j 1 male in July j 1 male and 1 color- 
ed female in Aug. ; 1 female in Sept. ] 1 male in Dee. ; 2 males in Jan, ; 1 femafe 
in March, In 8 cases the Informants were the Parents^ in the remainvTv^t-B.^ita.^l^- 
males* The Conditioii of the cliildren is not given. All ot l\\e Y^T^n\\a ^^€i^^^\x 
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Barrington ; 8 of the Fathers were born in Barrington ; 2 in Providence, 1 in Paw- 
tuxet, and 1 in England ; — 3 of the Mothers were bom in Barrington ; 1 in Pro- 
vidence, 1 in Smithfield, 1 in Bristol, 3 in Massachusetts ; (viz. 1 Rehoboth, 1 
Dighton, and 1 North Bridgewater,) 1 in Windham, Conn. ; 1 in Jefferson, Ind., 
and 1 in England. Of the Fathers, 4 were Yeomen, 3 Houso-wrights, 1 Ship- 
wright, 1 Sawyer, 1 Fanner, 1 Mariner, and 1 Agent of Brick Works. 

In addition to the above, 12 births took pUco here, which are recorded in War^ 
ren^ viz. '4 females in June ; 3 females in July ; 1 black female in August ; 1 fe- 
male in September; 1 female in December; 1 male in March, and one male in 
May. All of the Parents resided in Barrington ; 6 of the Fathers were born in 
Barrington, 1 in Providence, and 6 not stated ; — 3 of the Mothers were bom in 
Barrington, 1 in Providence, 1 in Bristol, and 7 not stated. Occupation of Fath- 
ers ; 1 House Carpenter, 2 Farmers, 3 Mariners, (one of them black) 1 Mason, 1 
Brickmaker, 1 Miller, 1 Ship Carpenter, 1 Ship Joiner, and 1 not mentioned. — 
Christian names of 9 Mothers not given. 

Maniages. The Returns are for the year ending May 31st, 1853* There were 
three couple married ; 1 in October, 1 in December, and 1 in May. One of the 
Grooms resided in Barrington, 1 in Providence, and 1 in Swansey, Massachusetts ; 
all of the Brides resided in Barrington. Two of the Grooms were bom in Rhode 
Island, and 1 in Massachusetts. Two of the Brides were born in Rhode Island, 
and 1 in Pictou, N. S. Two couples were 1st Marriages ; 1 a 2d Marriage. Ages 
of the couples 24 and 21, 24 and 24, a8 and ai. Two Grooms were Farmers, and 
1 a Machinist. The Ceremonies were performed by Clergymen. 

Deaths. The Clerk's Certificate not dated. Number of Deaths five ; 3 of the 
deceased were Natives of Barrington ; 1 of Bristol, and 1 of Rehoboth, Massachu- 
setts. Color given in no instance. Condition in 3 ; all females, — 2 of them were 
single, and 1 a widow. The Occupation of but I given ; viz. a Cigar Maker. One 
Death occurred in each of the months of September, October, and January,, and 2 in 
May. The earliest recorded Death is September 9th, 1852 ; the latest May 17th, 
1853. The only male was 25 years, 4 months and S days old ; the youngest fe- 
male was 7 months ; the oldest 72 years, a Widow ; the remaining 2 females were 
single ; 1 of them was 18 years 6 mouths, and the other 18 years 8 months old. 

BRISTOL. 

Births. The Clerk certifies that a certain Return has been recorded, dated June 
11th, also that a certain sheet is a true copy, — dated June 9th; the Clerk's Re- 
turns are not dated. Three of the sheets are for the of for the year end- 
ing May 1st, 185- ; one sheet is for of for the year ending May 1st, 1851 ; 

if we correctly decypher it, although it contain entries to June 9th, 1853; and 
two sheets are for the Town of Bristol, for the year ending May 1st, 1853 ; 
yet it appears that of the 68 entries, 38 were registered during 1850, '51, and '52 ; 
28 are without the date of Registry ; and 2 are registered within this year. On 
the year sheets, 169 entries are since the close of the Registration Year. 

The Births occurred at various places, extending as far as Shanghai, China. 
Of the 121 registered as occurring within the year, 119 took place in Bristol; 
which, deducting 6 still-born, were distributed as follows ; viz. : 2 males and 5 fe- 
males in June — 3 males and 7 females in July — 2 males and 5 females in August — 
5 males and 4 females in September — 2 males and 6 females in October — 4 males 
(1 colored,) and 2 females in November — 8 males and 2 females in December — 11 
males and 8 females in January — 6 males and 5 females in February — 9 males and 
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6 females in March — 3 nrnlos and 3 females (1 colored) in Apnl — 1 male and 4 
females in May, Of the males, 14, of the females 10, are pronounced in good con- 
dition; 1 male and 1 female in fair eondiLion; tLat of the remaiuder not stated. 
The Patents of aU Imt 1 resided in Bristol; they in East Greenwich. TheKames 
of the Mothers are omitted in all hut 26 cases ; the Nativities of all hot 20 Fathera 
and 18 Mothers^ of these, 13 of the Fathera were natirea of Bristol^ 4 of other 
parte of Kbode-Jslaud, 2 of Jtlaaaacliusetts, and 1 of Ireland ; — 3 of the Mothers 
were native? of Bristol, 7 of other parts of Kh ode-Island, 4 of Massachusetts^ and 
1 each of New York^ Vermont, England, and Ireland. Of the Fathers j 1 7 were 
^Jiahorers, 13 Mariticr^, 11 Farmera^ & Operatives, *29 Meehaiiics, 6 Sugar Be tin- 
^■irs, 4 Merchants, and 13 of various pursuita. 

^H Two Births are registered, which occurred on the Island of Prtidence ; 1 each 
^B|] June and July ^ hoth femaks ; 1 of them is said to have heen in goodj and the 
■other in medium CQndili&n^ 

In addition to the preceding, 5 Births, registered in Warren, took place in 
Bti&tol ; viz. : I female in June, 2 males in January, and 2 males in Itlarch ; the 
Christian names of all the Mothers were omitted ; the Parents resided in Bristol ; 
both Parents io 3 oases were natives of Bristol, in 2 eases not mentioned ; of the 
Fathers, 4 were Farmers, and 1 was a Mariner* 

The Informants were Physicians. Had the Parents conformed to the Act, there 
wtHiId not have heen such a hiank as to Nafmiies. 

Murringeg, The Record purports, by the caption, to be made np to the 1st of 
.ay ; undoubtedly through inadvertence, as Marriages to near the close of that 
ftonth are entered, and the back of the He turns is endorsed June lat. The 
ierk's Certificate is df ted June Uth, 1853, 

The whole number registered during the year, was G!) ; of which 43 belonged to 
present period. Of these, 4 were second Marriages of both — all Americans, 
it 1 Groom, a Cuban ; 5 were second ilarriages of Grooms, and 3 were second 
rriages of Brides, Of the parties, 2S covples resided in Bristol, 2 elsewhere ^ 10 
rroonii? elsewhere, who married Bristol ians ; and 3 Brides elsewhere, who married 
rifilolians. The oldest Groom, was aged 58 years, — the youngest 19 years; the 
Ide^t Bride, 48 years, the youngest, 16 years. The greatest disparity in ages 
as Groom 57 to Bride 35 (second Marriage of Groom to first of Bride) and 
room 'S5 to Bride 18, first Marriage of both. Otherwise, for the most part, there 
ai an unusual approa<'h to equality in ages ; the Groom being the elder in all 
it one instance. Of the Marriages, 5 took place in June, 4 in July, 6 in Au- 
ist, 4 in October, 5 in Noyember, 5 in December, 5 io Januarjr, 3 in February, 
in Man.h» 2 in April, and 2 in May. All believed to be married by Clergy- 
len ; but in one cose, the person's official station is not mentioned. Of the 
room?!, 10 were iJarincrs, 3 Farmers, 5 Sugar Refiners, 4 Laborers, 6 Meclian- 
B, 2 Manufacturers, 2 Merchants, 1 Grocer, 1 Butcher, and 1 Express AgenL 
The Records were kept remarkably neat^ clean, and in |pood order. 
DmtJis. Two sheets of returns are sent, both certified by the Clerk ; one, as a 
e copy of the Record?, June 9th, '53, the other, as a true copy from the Ree- 
ls, June 1 1 th, '53. Presuming that both, as in other Towns, formed together 
Ketums, the Deaths were marked as 34 ^ subsequently, however, from famil- 
iritj with the sound of a particular name, we found that one, containing 15 
Deaths, was a repetition of a portion of tho other. The fuller Retvirn has no 
uajne of Place, nor date of Year in the caption, and the latest date recorded is 
21 Ft, Was there no Death during the remavning 4C) da-^a vci.t)aa^^^ax\,. 
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TliB earliest Death recorded, occurred Jufie 1 5tb. Thero were 2 Deaths in June, 
2 in July, 2 in October, 1 in November, 2 in January , 2 in Ft^bruary, 3 in 
March, and 5 in Aprih Only 8 of the deceased were Natives of Bristol ; 1 waa 
bom in Tiverton^ 1 in Massat^busetta^ 1 in Louisiana, and 8 had no Lirth phvcCp — 
The Color of all but '3 mentioned; the Oeeupation of 4 only; the Parents of S 
omitted* The youngest male was 5 days, tlie eldest male 57 years old ; the young- 
est female 2 yeara, the oldest female S7 years ; under a year there were Z ; and 6 
between 1 and 5 year^ inclusive* 

A Tery singular mistake has been made in reference to the Conditi&n of the 
individuals, by whleh m meant their civil or eK>eial position, i. e. whether sin- 
gle, married, or widowed. Instead of stating th].a, vve are told that the Condi- 
tion of 13 waa good; of 2 fair; of 1 poor; of 1 comf&rtaMe j that 1 was in 
moderate ciratmsiances ; and 1 always Iwed well 1 ! 

There are 4 Dt^aths registered this year, which took place in 1851, 

Births. The Eetums arc for the Tear ending June lat, 1853_ Tbo Clerk'a 
Certificate is not dated. There are 51 Births recorded, of which 53 only took 
place in Warren, 1 2 in Barrington, 5 m Bristol, and 1 in Swansey, IVlassaehusetts* 
Condition of the children not given. The Christian names of 22 mothers omitfed* 
Of the Fathers, 12 were Mechanics; 1 Farmer; 1 Laborer; 5 Mariners ; 4 Tra- 
ders; 7 followed various pursuits ; 3 not stated. Informant, in all of the cases, a 
Physician, 

Marriogts. The number presumed to be 1 7 ; though there is some doubt about 
it, owing to the loose roanner in which the Record has been made. If it be cor* 
xect, many Marriages were registered from C months to a year in advance of their 
consummation ! 1 

Of the IG purporting to have been registered during the year ending May 1st 
1852, 11 took place at a later period, varying from 2 months to a yean 

Of the 18 recorded for the year ending June 1st, 1S53, 4 are stated to have oc- 
curred 4 and d months ajler the expiration, and I before the commence meat of 
the year. We can easily understand how the latter, but not how the former, 
entries could be made. 

Of those coming witHn the Registration Tear, 13 couples were Foreigners, if 
we include one said to be from Pic ton, N* T,, wLieh probably means Nova Scotift. 
At the lime of marrying, G couple resided in Warren, and 6 in Bristol ; of the 
remaining Grooms, 3 resided in Rhode Island, and 2 in Massachuaetta ; all of the 
remaining Brides resided in Warren, All were fit^t Marriages save of 1 Grooia, 
which was a second. Clergymen ofEciated in every case. Of the Marriageai ^ 
took place in July, 1 in August, 1 in September, 2 in October, 4 in Noremhcri I 
ia December, 1 in January, 2 in February, and 3 in May, Of the Grooms 3 
were Farmers, 10 Laborers, and 1 each, a Weaver, Ship Carpenter, Mason, Jf^w- 
eller, and Printer » The oldest Groom was 34 years ; the youngest, 19 yean; 
the oldest Bride 25 years, the youngest 16 years; 15 Grooms were between 20 
and 30, 1 over 30, and 1 under 20 ; 4 Brides under 20, one 20, and 12 betweea^O 
and 30 years. Among the Marriages in 1852, was that of a Groom for the fifth 
time ; a Sailmaker of Freetown, aged 32. 

BmiM. Clerk's Certificate not dated. One portion of the Returns for 1853, i( 
headed 1852, and is not certified by the Clerk, The Returns extend back to 
2B49-'50f when 8 Deaths occurred; in 1850-'51 there were 64, and in 1851'^! 
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■ there were 54 Deatbs; tlie number during tlie prosent year 43* Tli© earliest 
iDeadi during the last mentioned period was June 4tb, 1S52, and the latest May 
lilBt, 1S5S. la June there were 3, in July 1^ in August 7, in September 3, tn 
October 3, in November 3, in December 6, in Januar)-^ 2, in Fe}»marj' 2, in 
March 5j iri April 3, and in ^lay 4 Deatba. AII^ save 4, who died in Warren, 
bfrere bom there ; 2 registered wdio died elsc?wbere ; Ijoth Kativea of Warren. 
KTbe youngest male waa 2 months old ; the youngest female IS months ; the oldest 
kiale was 85 years, the oldest female 85 years ; 2 males and 2 females were over 
■80 years ; 1 male and 1 female over 70 years, 

I The Names of one or both Parents are given in all but S instances, and the 
■Cbhscs of Death in all but 5,— which are left blank. Neither Sex, Color, nor Oe- 
fcopation, is speeilied in a single case ; and the Condition in but one, 

I KENT COUNTY* 

B BirlM* The Returns are for the Tear ending June 1st, 1853. The Clerk's 
ICertificate is sigoed September 1 3th, 1853, 

I All the Births registered j took plaee within the year ; vis?. ; 1 male and 1 female, 
M June; 1 nsale and 1 unknown, in July; 1 male, 2 females, aud 1 unkuowo, in 
Kttgust ; t malcsiT 1 female, and I unknown, in September ; 2 males and 1 female, 
KD November \ 2 males, 3 females, and 1 unknown in December ; 1 fentale and 2 
pmknowni in Januar}^ ; 2 females^ and 1 unknown, in February ; 2 females, and 1 
knknown, in March ; 3 males ^ 1 female, and 1 no known, in April ; 1 male^ 2 fe- 
puales, and 1 unknown, in Slay. Thus it will be seen tliat the sex of nearly one- 
Ifourtb part of the children is unbnown ; and yet the Informants were the Phff$i- 
Weians in attendance f The Color and Condition are omitted in every instance. 
BOne child is Parent! ess ; in 2 cases, the Parents' Surname only given \ in 22 cases, 
ne Mothers' Names omitted. The Nativity of the Parents omitted in 18 cases, 
nnd the Mothers' in 2 more. All of these omissions evince a ^i^^^ reprehensible 
mimeffanl of the Law on the part ofPartnis. 

I Of the Fathers, 10 were bom in Coventry; 4 in other parts of Khode Island; 
b each, in Connecticut, Yermont, and New Hampshire j 4 in Ireland, Of the 
fcothers, 10 were born in Coventry; 3 in other parts of Rhode Island; 1 each in 
[Massachusetts, and Connecticut; 4 in Ireland, Of the Fathers, 7 were Laborers, 
■4 Manufacturers, 8 Operatives) 3 Merchants, 8 Mechanics, 8 Farmers, 2 Team- 
Kters, 1 Physician, 1 Trader, and 1 Clerk. 

I Marriajes, Eetums made to June 1st ; the Clerk's Certificate dated Septem- 
Bb«r I3tb, There are 21 Marriages recorded ; 1 of which took place in Scituate, 
nend 1 in Cranston, There were married, 1 couple in July, 3 in August, 2 in Sep- 
Rember, 3 in October, 1 in November, 2 in December, 4 in January, 2 in 
Kebrnarj^, and 1 in May, They were all by birth Amerieanfi, and all Ehode 
toaodei's, but 1 Groom, and 3 Brides ; 4 couples resided in iome other Town ; 4 
Kroomsj and 2 Brides resided elsewhere, who married Coventrians ; 1 couple, a 
pecond Marriage ; 3 Grooms, second Marriages; 1 Bride, a second Marriage, and 1 
h)., a third Marriage. The greatest disparity of ages, Groom (Tl to a Bride 41 ; 
phe oldest Groom was 61 years, the youngest 18 years ; the oldest Bride 41 years, 
the youngest 15 years. The Ages generally -well matched. The Color omitted 
ia every case. Of the Grooms, 6 were Farmers, 8 MechoDics, 1 Laborer, 1 
K^acherj 1 Merchant^ 1 Book-keeper. Clergymen officiated. 
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Deaths. The Clerk's Certificate dated September 13th, 1853. The earliest 
Death occurred Jane 18th, 1852; the latest May — , 1853 ; 1 took place in June; 
2 in August ; 1 in September ; 3 in October ; 3 in November ; 3 in June ; 1 in 
March; 1 in April, and 1 in May. The youngest male was 67 years, the oldest 
79 years of age ; the youngest female 50 years and 10 months, the oldest 84 years. 
Of the deceased, 7 were Natives of Coventry, 3 of other parts of Rhode Island, 
1 of Connecticut, 1 of Ireland, and 4 were destitute of a birth-place. The Color 
entirely omitted ; the Condition of all given ; the Occupation of all the male 
and 1 female Adults ; the Names of one or both Parents in all cases. 

We subjoin the accompanying Letter from the Town Clerk, and trust the ex- 
ample set by him, and one or two others, will be very generally followed hereafter. 
By reference to the Law, he will see that it is made obligatory upon the Parents^ 
and noti;he Physicians, to make the Returns of Births. 

Town Clerk's Office, Coventry, September 13th, 1853. 
Asa Potter, Esq., Secretary of State, R. L 

Dear Sir : — The above and accompanying documents are a very imperfect Re- 
turn of the Births, Marriages, and Deaths which have occurred in our Town oi 
Coventry for the year ending June Ist last 

I wish to be excused for not making a perfect return as the law anticipates, and 
in its proper season. I regret to have to inform yon, that after much exertion on 
my part, I have received the return of Doctor Clarke and of Doctor Tillinghast, 
both of which are very imperfect, yet as this was the best they could do, without 
visiting all the places of births and consulting the parents for information, I think 
they are quite excusable. 

I went into Phoenix Village and Harrisviile. Did not see Doctor Wilcox, but 
lefl forms and requested returns by the first of this month, but have received no 
answer. I also went to the upper end of our town, saw Doctor Hutchinson, and he 
promised (for my sake) to make a return by the first of this month, but has fsdled 
to do so. The Doctors all complain of the task without remuneration, and defy 
the penalty. I should have made my return by the first of the month, or very 
early, had not I waited for further returns, as above stated. It goes very much 
against my grain to make so imperfect a record or so imperfect a return. 

I have travelled some fifteen miles out, horse and carriage, to do what I have 
done. Very respectfully, yours, 

ANTHONY TARBOX, Town Clerk. 

P. S. — I wish there might be some amendment of the law, which would warrant 
a more perfect return. A. T. 

EAST GREENWICH. 

Births. Clerk's Certificate not dated. The Year terminates June 1st. There 
are 6 Births registered, of which but 3 belong to. this year ; viz. : 1 female born in 
June ; 1 male in September ; and 1 male in December. The Birth-place of one 
Father, Scituate, of 1 Mother, South Kingstown ; that of the remaining Parents, 
not mentioned. The Occupations of the Fathers, were, 1 a Teacher, 1 a Mason, 
and 1 a Laborer. Condition of the children not stated. 

Marriages. Clerk's Certificate not dated. There were married, 1 couple in 
June, 1 in August, 4 in October, 1 in November, 1 in January, and 1 in April. 
Birth-place of 3 couples not stated ; the remainder were Rhode Islanders. Two 
couples resided in East Greenwich, 1 in South Kingstown, and 1 in Warwick ; 2 
Grooms resided in North Kingstown, 1 in Exeter, 1 in Connecticut, and 1 in New 
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York ; 1 Bride in Newport, and the remainder in East Greenwich* The Ages of 
5 couples, the Occupation of 4, the Birth-place of 3, the Parent^e of 2^ and what 
Marriage of 4 Grooms and 3 Bridea, and the Color of all, are omitted. The Age* 
of those stated, were 20 and 17, 24 and 20^ 3 J and 42, 55 and 46, Of the Groonu, 
S were FarmerSj 2 Mechanics, and 1 a Carder. Clergymen officiated, 

Demhs, Clerk's Certificate not dated. The last entry purports to ho May 30th, 
t85^; which probably should be 1853 ; inasmuch as Dec. 1853 occara, that dearly 
cannot be later than 1S52 ; and yet Oct., perhaps 1853, was originally inserted 1852, 
and afterwards altered to 1853, although the caption states the Rtturn is for the year 
ending June 1st, 1S53 ; two also, are set down as Sept 1853. The earliest death 
recorded, occurred Sept. 15, 1853, probably 1852| the latest, May 30, 1852, proha^ 
bly 1S53- No death occurred in June, Jvily, Aug., Nov,, Jan., nor Feb. \ 2 took 
place in Sept., (probably) 1852 j 1 in Oct., (probably) 1S52; 2 in Dec, (pro 
llj) 1852; 1 in March, 1853, 2 in April, and 6 in May, including one recorded 
as in May, 1852. Of the deceased, 6 were Natives of East Gi'eenwich ; 3 of other 
parts of Rhode Island j and 5 appear without a Birth-place. The youngest male 
was 1 year and 3 montlis old [ the oldest male, 7 [^ years, 6 months, and 14 days ] the 

tpungest female, 5 years; and the oldest female, 64 years, 2 months, and 10 days^ 
There were 2 males between 70 and 80 years of age, (a Blacksmith) and a Saddler j) 
^individuals between 1 and 5 yeai^, inclusive. The Condition jji given in no case; 
■e Color in but 2; the Occupation but in 5 ; the Age, and Parentage in 11, 
I W^aT GESKKTIGH* 

Births* Ho Ke turns sent ; nor reasons given. 

Marriages. Ee turns made to July 2Sth, 1853, according to the Clerk's Certifi- 
cate, There are 1 7 Marriages record ed, of which but 5 belong to this Year ; of 
ibese, 1 occurred in June, 1 in Sept., 2 in Dec, and 1 in April. All were bom 
In Rhode Island but 1 Groom from Connecticut ; 2 couple resided in West Green- 
wich ; 1 in Providence, 1 in Richmond, R. I., and 1 in KiUingly, Conn. ; their 
Brides all resided in West Greenwich. They were all first Marriages ; their ages 
25 and 22, 28 and 24, 25 and 20, 26 and 21, 26 and 26. Of the Grooms, 3 were 
Farmers, 1 a Tailor, and 1 a Teacher. There are 3 Marriages recorded, which 
helong to the next Tear. 
Bmths. The Clerk states, under date of July 28th, 1S53, that there are '* no re- 
is of deaths given in at present, to make returns of.'' 

Bhihs^ There are four sheets of Returns ; one for the of , for the Year 

lading May 1st, 185-; one for the Year ending May 1st, 1851, though it contained 
Births registered in May, 1852, and May, 1853 ; one for the Year ending May Ist, 
1852, containing 54 Births, all registered May 2Gth, 1853; and one for the Tear 
ng May Ist^ I B53 ; that contains 57 Births within the Year ; 52 of which oceur- 
iD "Warwick. These Births were distributed as foUows \ Viz. : 2 males, (1 color- 
^e4,) in June ; 1 male and 1 female in July ; 1 male and 1 female in August ; 2 
males and 4 females in September ; i male and 3 females in October ; 3 males and 
1 colored female in November \ 2 males and 3 females in December ; 3 males and 

females in January; 4 males, (I colored,) and 3 females in February; 3 males 

id 2 females in March ; 4 males and 2 females in April, Condition not given. 

le Christian name of Mothers omitted in D cases. Of the Fathers, 6 were bora 
in Warwick, 2 in Cranston, and 44 ! ! in parts unknown ; of the Mothers, 5 were 
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bom in Warwick, 2 in Crajsaton, i in New York, 3 in Irakad, I in Scotland, imd 
40 1 1 are witHout Birth-place* Thu highlff reprehensibk omtsswn mnsGsfrom an 14- 
ter dkreffard of the law b^ Parents. 

Of the Fathers, 20 are recordeci as Yeomen and Fannora» 9 iia Overseers, 2 ai 
Dressers, 8 aa Laborers, C as Mechanics, 1 Bleacher, I Millerj 1 Gentleman, 1 
Clerk, and 1 Inn Keeper. 

Four eHldren bom in Cranston of Cranston Parents, and one child bom in Pro- 
vide nee of Providence Parents, are registered in Warwick, 

Miirrlfiffes* The Returns are said to Ix; for the Year ending ilay Ist , but what 
year is not stated ; neither wiU an appeal to the Clerk's Certificate aid ns, for tiial 
b not dated- 
There are 72 lilarriages i^corded, of which but 10 come within our period. SOiitt 
are entered without llie date of either niontli or year. Of the 10 Marriagei, 1 oy 
curred in Jane, 2 in July, 2 in September, 3 in October, and 2 in November* M 
were Americans, save one couple, whoso Kesidence, Birtli*Flace, Parentage, and 
what Harriagc, are omitted. Of the othei^, all were born in Khode Island, exc^ptr 
ing one Groom, from Massachusettfi. The Eesidencc of 3 couples not given ^ t 
couples resided in Warwick, 1 in Cranston, and I in East Greenwicli; 1 Groom 
resided in Coventry and man-ied a Warwick! te ; I in Warwick and married 
New Bedfordite, and 1 in Cranston and married a Warwickite. All first Marriages 
aa far as stated. One couple colored. The ages of the couples, were 25 and 18j 
21 and — , 32 and 30, 20 and 17, 27 and 17^ 21 and 18, 22 and 23, 25 and 20, 32: 
and 2L The greatest discrepancies in Ages were, a Groom 65 to a Bride 25, and 
a Groom 69 to a Bride 39 j the last couple a second Marriage of both. These Mai> 
riages were solemnized in 1851, The Marriage ceremonies were performed hy 
ClcrgjTnen. Of the Grooms, 5 were Mechanics, S Farmers, 1 Spinner, aftd 
Teamsters. 

Umilts. The Returns extend back to 1849-50, when one Death occurred; u 
1850-61, 44 Deaths ; in 1851-52, 24 Deaths. The present Year is stated to ea 
May 1st, 1853. The Clerk*B Certificate is not dated. The earliest recorded Deati 
was June 22d, 1852^ and the latest, April 27th, IS 53 ; one Death is regiatered thai 
occurred in Apalachicola, and one that took place nowhere. Of the deceased, {2( 
in number,) M, (7 males, 6 females, and 1 unknown,) were Natives of Warwicij 
and 6 of other parts of Rhode Island. The Color and Condition of all, the ParenI 
age of all but two, and the Occupation of all of the males but four, aro omitted 
of the last, there was 1 Farmer, 1 Overseer, 1 Spinner, and 1 Wagon Maker.—" 
The 3'oungesfc male was 1 year ; the eldest male was 87 years, 11 months, 27 day^ 
old \ the youngest female, 21 days ; the eldesfc female, T6 years, 8 months, 15 dajl 
In .Tune, 3 Deaths occurred ; 4 in August ; 2 in October ; 1 in November; 3 
January ; 4 in Febmary ] 1 in March ] and 2 in AprO ; in July, September, Da 
cember, and May, no Death, There was but one male over SO, a Farmer j oi 
between 70 and 80, a Trader ; there were two females, between 70 and 80 1 tJn 
were six children between 5 and 1, inclusive, and one under 1 year, 

NEWPORT COUNTY, 

JAMES TO W2T, 

Birlhs, No Eetums, 

Marriaffes^ Clerk*s Certificate not dated. There was bnt one marriage, w1 
occ urred in September, G room, Native of Jamestown, B ride , of Sherburne, N. Ti 
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LITTLE COMPTONi 




Bestilenee in Jamestown ; first Marriage of both. Ages, 26 and 24 j Grcrom, an Ag- 
ricultumt A CU^rgyman oilicbte^l. 

Deaths. CIerk*a Certificate not dated. But ono Death reported, which was a 
malei a Fanner, lK>m in Jamestown, who died of ConsuroptioD, Septemb<ir 29th, 
Although but a single Death occurred, the Return was made, as it should hay^ becnj 
on the rei'ular blank, of ita full dimensions, 

I 

^^pirlJis, The Returns ^re for the Year ending June lsfc| 18j3. The Clerk*s Cer- 
^racate ia not dated. Of the 25 Births^ tht^re were 1 male in June, 3 males aiid 2 
females in July, 1 male aud 1 female in August, 2 male^ in September, 2 males and 
1 female in October, 2 ftmales in Kovcmber, 2 males and 1 female in Df eember, 2 
j males in February, 1 male in April, 2 females in Maj, and 1 male and 1 Femalo ia 
the namele&g month. Condition not stated ; but 12 of the children named. Parents 
of 1 child resided in Providence, 1 in Lexington, K> ,, 1 no where ; of the remain* 
der in Little Compton* Tbe Christian Xaoie of all but one Mother given, and in 
that ease the huabami was the Informant. Of the Fathers, 15 were natives of Little 
Compton ; 1 of Tiverton, and one of Portsmoutliy 11. 1. ; 2 of Ma?saehusetta j 1 of 
l^ne ; 1 of Yennont ; I of Connecticut ] 1 of New York, and 2 of parta unknown. 
the Mothers, IS were Kativ^es of Little Comptoni 2 of Tiverton ; 3 of Masaa- 
tte ; 1 of Vermont, and 1 of New York, Of the Fathers, 8 were Farmers, 8 
ihanicS] 3 Laborers, 2 Marin ei^s, i Trader, 1 Physician, 1 Merchant, and 1 un- 
There were II regUtered on the- day of birth ; 7 within a week ; S within 
t month ; 3 of two months, and 2 in blank time. 

Marriages. TJie Returns are made to June 1st, The Clerk's Certificate la not 
^ted. There were but 3 Marriages^ 1 In September, 1 in November, and I in 
December The Residence and Birth-place of 2 couples, Little Compton ; the Resi- 
dence of the third Groom, Providence, and Birth-place, Bristol ; Residence and 
Birth-place of third Bride, Westport, JIass. All first Marriages ; Ages, 26 aud 22, 
Hand 23, 22 and IS. Ot the Grooms, 2 were Farmers, and 1 a Blockmaker. 
A Clergyman officiated. 

l}eaihs> The Clerk's Certifioatc not dated. The earliest recorded Death occui^ 
red June 13th, Uo2, the latest Jlay 20th, 1853 ; 3 took place in June, 2 m July, 
& in Augusti 4 in September, i In October, 3 in Docember, 7 in Januar}^, and 1 in 
%hj : none in November, February, Jlan^h and April. There are 3 registered 
tkt happened elsewhere ; viz. ; 1 female, in Providence, and 1 female ^ in Plain- 
teld, Ct-, hoth bom in Little Compton ; and 1 female, in New Bedford, bom no 
Ifli&re. Of the deceased, 20 ^ (iS males, and 14 females,) were Natives of Littlo 
Ocmipton J 1 of Tiverton ; 3 of Maaaat^husetts ; and 2 of places unknown* The 
Joangost male was ID years, 6 months, 7 days, the eldest male 89 years old. The 
ngest female ivas 3 days, the eldest female 80 }'ears, 1 month, aud 27 days old ; 
esand 2 females were over SO years of age ; 5 males and 2 females were over 
vearf ofage; 17 individuals, including the 11 preceding, were upwards of 50 
■JS of age ; there was one only, under one year, and but one between ^yq and 
) year, inclusive. Consumption, (and not aj might have been conjectured, Age, 
Jie Complaints usuaUy mtidcnt thereto,) caused the greatest number of Deaths. 
h idiot, ffit, 72, died of Old Age, 

lie place of Death, Age, Sex, Color, and Condition, the Occupation in Qi\^T^ 
I retiidredj the Cause of Death, atid the Parentage oC all but ioiit^ %^'Wisi.. 
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T^uf £f one of ike most satiajkclortf Heturns made ; and atroii«[1j contrast m\h 
3iost otbcn* Tbe Clerk fully coraprehended tho reqiiirementa and importance of 
tbe L(LW, and very Dearly carried out all its details^ 

MI1>I5LET0WK* 

Bh't^?^ The Returns are for tlie Tear ending J une 1st, 1853, Tbe Clerk's Cer- 
tifieatc 19 dated June 2d f the Form by Hm adopted Is re^^ommended to otiier 
Clerks. 

There were born 2 females in July, 1 female in February j 2 male^ (twins) La 
Jlarcb, 1 male in Blay ; not a cliild in June, August^ Septemberj October, HoFem- 
bert December, January, or Aprib Couididou not stated ; Name given in all but! 
ca*e. Parents nil resided in Middletown ; iV Fathers l>ora in Middletowc^ 1 inNortll 
Kingstown; 2 Jf others bora hi Middletown; the rest inrarioua parts of Rhode Isl- 
and. All of tbe Fathers were Farmers, 

Marnaffcif. Tbe CIcrk*3 Certifie^tc is dated June 2d ; be states that what ^ 
letids '* is a true copy of all the Marriages reeonled in this Odice wUieh bave oc- 
curred in this town williin ihe year ending Jime 1, 1853." There were S Mar- 
riages ; 1 in January » 1 in March, and 1 in Ajirjl ; 2 couples resifled in Middle- 
town ; also the Sd Bride, whose Groom resided in Steuben ville, Ohio, They ivere 
all 1st Mamages, save of 1 Groom unknown. Their Ages were 24 and 22, 21 and 
17, — and — . Of tbe Grooms, 1 was a Wheelwright, 1 a Farmer, and 1 a Me^ 
chant Clergymen ofhciated^ 

Deaihs, The Clerk's Ceitificate is dated June 2d, 1853 ; and 5* one worthy cf 
imitation ; but the mutilation of his sheet (whieb h shorn of its fair proportions,) ia 
an example *' more honored in the breach than the observance." 

The earliest recorded Death occurred August 31 st, 1834, the latest May lethj 
1853 ; 1 took place in Augustus in October, 1 in December, 2 in January, 1 ia 
Febniar}', 1 in !March, and 2 in May \ none in June, July, September, November, 
and April All of the deceased were Natives of Middletown but 1, and be was of New- 
port. The youngest male was 16 years, 1 month, the eldest S2 years old; the 
youngest female 5 months, 18 days, the eldest 80 yeare^ 5 days old* There were 
2 males over 80 years, a Farmer ^ and a Shoemaker ; a single man, and a Widower. 
There was 1 child under 1 year, and none between 1 year and o years. Of Con- 
sumpliou there died 3 ; and 2 of Old Age. 

The Age, Place of Death, Sex, Color, Condition, Occupation, Birth-plac<i, 
Parentage, and Cause of Death of all specified. Iti addilwn to the requkiit&nSf i$ 
given iJte Date icken each Death was recorded. 

Births^ The Returns, *^ registered for the Year ending Hay 1st, 1851," contate I 
39 entries ; viz. 1 Birth in l8vl 4, 1 in 1847, and 37 in 1S50, Returns for the *' twq 1 
years ending June 1st, l8o3" contain but 10 entries ; viz. 1 Birth in 1845, 1 in 181^ I 
1 in 1848t 1 in 1849, 2 in 1851, 1 ia 1852, and hut two within the present ^ear*^ 
in August 1 female, in November 1 male. Residence of the Parents Hewpoifj| 
Nativity of 1 Fatherj England, and of 1, not known ; of 1 Mother, Fall River^ t 
of tbe other not kno^vn, though reported by the husband. Occupation ; 1 Fatlitfr| 
a Bookseller, the other a Physician. One Birth is minutely set forth as having 
curred between certain days of a certain month, whilst, that which is of far I 
importance, the Year is omitted. The Clerk's Certificate is not dated. 

Marriages, The Keturns ^ve tbe Y^^vatTaXlo^ ^ot \K^ " two years endiug I 
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1 1 1853/* The CleTk'fl Certificate not sigtied. There are 1 25 Mairmges recorded, of 
which but 29 fall within oar period. There were 3 Marriages In June, 5 Jn July, 3 in 
August, 4 in September, 1 in October, 2 in Hovember^ 4 in December, 1 in Feb- 
rnaiy, 4 in March, 1 in April, and 1 in May. All were Americans but 1 Bride, 
horn in England. There were 7 couples born in Newport j 5 unknown ; 1 in Tiv- 
erton ] 1 in Itlaasachusctta ; 1 in Maine ] and I in Maryland. Of the remaining 13 
couples, 6 of the Grooms were bom in Newport, 3 elsewhere in Rhode I&land, and 

4 in Massachusetts ; 3 of the B rid eg were bom m Newport, G elsewhere in Ilhode 
Island, 2 in Maaaachusetts, t in Maine, and 1 in England. The Residence of 16 
eouples was Newport j I Middle town ; 2 Maine ; 1 not known ^ Of the remaining 

5 couples, 2 of the Grooms resided in Newport ; 3 in New York ; 3 in Blassachn- 
letU ; and 1 not known ; — 5 of the Brides resided in Newport, 3 in other parts of 
Rhode Island ; and 1 in Massachusetts. The Ages of G couplei and I Bride, the 
Parentage of 5 couplea and 1 Bride, the number of Marriages of 3 couples and 1 Bride, 
tend the Occupation of 4 Grooms not given. There were of Grooms, 2 Farm era, 4 
Mariners, I Merchant, 12 Mechanics, 1 Gentleman, 1 Waiter, 1 Clerk, 1 Grocer, 1 
Teacher, 1 Lawyer, All were Ist Marriages, save 2 couples 2d Marriage, 2 
Grooms, 2d Marriage, and 1 Groom 3d Marriage. The oldest Groom waa 48 
years — the youngest 21 years; the oldest Bride 39 years — the youngest 18 years. 
In 5 couples thje Ages of Grooms and Brides were equal. The greatest disparity 
in Ages was Groom 27 and Bride 3D — 2d Marriage of both* Clergymen offi- 
ciated in ^ cas&s but 1 ; in that the station of the individual officiating, not specie 
£^. 

Zhaihs, The Returns purport to be for the Year ending May 30fch, 1853, on one 
aheet, and June 1st, 1853, on the other. The Clerk's Certificate dated May 30th, 
1853. 

The earliest recorded Death \a July 7th, 1852, the latest May 13thj 1853; as^ 
mmirjg that 3 entered as in September, 1853, 2 in October, 1853, and 2 in Decem- 
ber, 1853, were intended to be entered as in 1852. Qi the Deaths, 2 occurred in 
July, 4 in August, 4 in September, 4 in October, 3 in Hovember, G in December, 
5 in January, C in February, 3 in March, 2 in April, and 1 in May ; no Death in 
Jime^ There are 5 Deaths registered that took place elsewhere ; viz. 2 male^ ia 
Cuba, born in Newport ; 1 female in Tiverton, bom in Philadelphia; 1 female inHid- 
dletown, bom in do. ; and 1 female in Ohio, bom in YermonL The youngest male 
iras 9 months, the eldest 83 years old ; the youngest female 1 1 months, the eldest 
87 years old- There were 2 males over 80 years, — Condition and Occupation not 
^ven, and 1 between 70 and 80 years, (Married, and a Farmer) j there were 8 fe- 
itiales over 80 years, (5 of them Widows, 1 Single, 2 not stated ;) I female between 
TO and 80 years ; (Colored, — a Cook ,^ Widow)* 3 individuals were 1 year and 
Under ; 5 between 1 and 5 yeai^ inclusive. Tlie Age and Tlace of Death of all 
|^«n ; Disease of all but one ; the Sox^ Color, and Condition of nearly half omitted ; 
Uie Farentage of more than half; the Birth Place of but 1& given under that head ; 
mild the Occupation of 8 out of the 14 males. 

Tbe Birth Place of 3 will bo found under Caption of Sex, Color- and Condition ; 
Uie Condition of 7 under Occupation ; the Deaths of 4 individuals entered twice, 

i occurring at different periods, and of dillerent Diseases. None of these mistakes 
I probably have happened had the re' be en some method adopted in arranging 
I of Deaths under Years and Monthn, instead of entering them promiseu- 
ilj- e. g. we have aa to ycai^, 1852, 1849, 1S52— 18 52,1849, lS5^i\%Q^,\'?>ti'a — 

22 
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&C ; as to MontiiF, November, September, and July Janoaiy, Augtist, and 

Februarj; &c. 



KEW 8HonEEAK, 



'No B^tuma of Birtlia, MamageS} nor Deatlia. 
reason for the deflclenc}% 



Neither did the Clerk aend aoj 



PORTSMOUTH, 



I 



Birihs. The Retumg are for the Year ending May 1st, 185S, The Clerk's Cei^ 

tificate 19 not dnled* There are 18 Births recorded, extending orer aperi^ of 4i 
years; 12 of them occurred within the Year^of whieh 11 took place in PortsmotidLi 
Tiz. 1 of unknown Sex in June ; 1 maK' arid 1 lViji;\le in ^uly ; 1 male and Hemaleiili 
AygUBt ; 1 male in September ; 4 males and 1 female in October. The Names, 
Color and Condition entirely omitted ; aud Mother's Name omitted in 6 cmcs. 
The Parents all resident in Portsmoutb ; S Fathers Natlvca of Portsmouth, 1 of 
Bristol, 1 of Newport, and 1 not known ; 8 Mothers born in Portsmouth ^ 1 in Bris- 
tolj 1 in Newport J and 1 no where. Of the Fathers, € were Yeomen, 1 Blacteuth, 
1 Laborer J 1 Coal Mine Agent, 1 Fibhertnany and 1 unknown, Tbere were 2 Bitibs 
which took place in Portamouth but registered in Bnatol ; yiz* 1 female in June, 
and 1 female in Julj ; Ist said to be in " good", and 2d in " medium condition f 
Parenta resident in Portsmouth \ 1 Father born in Portsmouth, and 1 in New York ; 

1 Mother born in Jamestown ^ R. I., and 1 in New York ; there was also 1 BirtJi 
re^^stered in Portsmouth^ that took place at Tiverton — a male in August ; Parenta 
resident and born in Tiverton ; Father*s Occupation, Town Clerk, 

Ma jTiages. Ret urns for the Year te rminatl ng May 1 st, 1 S5 3 , Clerk'a Certificate 
not dated. There ate 37 Marriages registeTed ; extending back as far 1833 ; hut 

2 embraced within our period \ viz. 1 in October and 1 m February. Of the 
Grooms, 1 was bom in Portsmouth, and 1 in Tiverton ; of the Brides, 1 inMiildle- 
town, and 1 unknown. All Residents in Portsmouth, but 1 Bride from Tiverton, 
Both 1st Marriages, Ages not given j Parentage of 1 coaple not given ; 1 Groom 
a Yeoman, 1 not known. Both married by dergjinen. 

Deaths^ Returns for the year ending May 1st, 1853, Clerk^s Certificate not da- 
ted. 

The earliest recorded Death is Angost 26th, 1852, ihe latest, April 5ih, 1855; 
there were 2 in September, 2 in January, 4 in March, and 1 in April ; in June, 
July, August, October, Novemberj December, February, and May, none. There 
are 2 Deathi registered that occurred in New Bedford ; both females j Natives of 
Portsmoutb, AH of the deceased were Natives of Portsmouth but 1 male bom iQ 
Tiverton ; a Fanner, who died of Old Age, viz. B^t 91 years, 8 months. Tie 
youngest male was 1 year, 6 months old ^ the yonngeat female SO years, 4 months^. 
19 days — the oldest female 72 years, G months, 9 days. There were 2 males over 8I> 
years, both T^D^men — 1 male and 1 female between 70 and SO years; only 1 h 
Tidnal between 1 year and 5 years ; and none nnder 1 year. There died 3 
sons of Consumption, and 3 of Old Age, 

The Returns are very looseltf made up ; e. g. 1 married female la put down ba 
male and a Yeoman ; 1 infant 11-2 years old^ as a Yeoman, who died of Old A^ 
also 1 female of 30 years, is pronounced a Yeoman, who died of Old A^, Tl 
Parentage ia wrongly placed in every case. Between September 1852, and Jai 
ary 1853, no other month intervening, is inserted a Death that it is said happen 
in Jaau^ry-j lS52, WlietbOT this W an ^irot o£ date., or of location, it is impoai 
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He to Bay, and yet being of an indivldtuii orer 80 years old, it makes a very mate- 
ria! difference to ttc average age» whether it be (aa it Uaa been,) omitted^ or taken 
into the estimate ; in the latter case tbe average age would be increa^d 13 1-3 j-eaw- 
Bj the arrangement J or more properly disarrangement, Pekg Almy is left witH 
«rat a Father; whilat John Almy la made the Father of Joseph Hall set 70 years^ 
and Geoi^e and Hannah HaJl become the Parents of Seth Anthony a»t. 87 years; 
and the same George and Hannah have Cook Wdeoac lot* 65, ai an offi^pring ; George 
BrowneU is pronounced the Father of Susannah Hall set, 72 years, 6 months, 9 days; . 
and Caleb and Kli^. Sherman, the Parents of Charlotte Brown ell. TJuder the col- 
mnn of Name and Sex of Deceased, we find, *^ A Child of Samuel and Mary Faulk- 
kit" whose Parents^ under the proper column, we are told, are James and Rebecca 

■h 

^^K TITER TDK. 

^^p^thM. The Returns are for the Year ending June 1st, 1859. The ClerVs 
^ttrtifieate is not dated. There arc 68 Births registeTcd, of wMch 54 occurred 
within the present Year. Thou of an earlier date are carefully dedgnated hy the 
GferAT, in aeeoplance with the RequiaitioDs of the Law; and calhfor special notice^ 
tnaemuch as it is the only instance of such a cotirse that we have obserred among 
the whole of the Returns. Of the 54 Births* there occurred 1 male in Jnne, 
1 male and 3 females in Jnly, 2 males and S females (1 colored) in August, 2 
males and 1 female in September, 3 males and S females in October, 4 males 
3 females in November, 3 males and 2 females in December, 2 males and 1 
e in January, 2 males and 3 females in February, 1 male aod 2 females (1 
id) in March, 1 male and 5 females in April, 5 males and 3 females (1 case 
ns, 1 male and 1 femali') in May. Condition not stated; Father in 3 eases 
known. All of the Parents resident in Tiverton; 35 of the Fathers bom in 
erton ; 3 elsewhere in Rhode Island ; 3 in Massachusetts ; 1 Fayal ; 7 England ; 
otland ; 2 Ireland ; 1 Germany, 29 Mothers born in Tiverton ; 6 elsewhere in 
c Island ; 6 in Magsachnsotts ; 1 New Hampshire j 1 Connectictit ; 4 England - 
■otland ; 5 Ireland. Of the Fatheri, 19 were Farmers, 13 Laborers, 3 Clergjinen, 
ers, 8 Mechanics, 2 Traders, 2 Operatives, 1 Chemist, 1 Stage Driver, 1 
tleman, 1 Ferryman^ I Teacher. In 15 cases, child's Name not given. One 
Tton Birth, as already noted, was registered in Portsmouth. 
the Informants, 39 were the Mothers, B the Fathers, 1 the Sister, and 2 tht 
■dmothers. 

arriages. The Returns are for the Year ending Jnne 1st, 1853. The derk'a 

ficate is not dated. There are 27 Marriages entered, of wMch, belong to this 

all but 2 ; 1 being anterior, and the other posteriOT. There were 2 in June, 

July, 1 in September, 3 in October, 1 in November, 2 in December, 2 in Jan- 

■, 2 in February, 3 in March, 4 in April, and 2 in May. Of these, 11 couples 

bom in Tiverton, 1 in Boston, 1 in England, 2 not known ; of the remaining 

3 were born in Tiverton, 3 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 1 in Massachusetts, 

necticut, 1 in New Hampshire, and 1 not mentioned ; of the remaining 

I, 3 were bom in Tiverton, 3 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 2 in Massachusetts, 

n Connecticut, and 1 in New York, Of these, 13 couples resided in Tiverton^ 

", Miwsachusctta ; of the remaining Grooms, 5 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 4 lit 

Bachusetts, and 1 in Connecticut ; of the remaining Brides, 5 in Tiverton, 3 

^^ where in Rhode Island, 1 in Massaehuaetts, and 1 in Connecticut The Agea 

^H couples and 1 Bride not given ; the Parentage of S Grooms, im^ JVi'&ifv^e^ tK^ 

^B m \ Color entJT^/ omitted^ 0£ 2 couples and 1 Groom, libe %^ l&^3^t^^\ i^ 
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the remaandcT Isfc Maniagea, Th& oldest Groom a*t 42 ; the ymmgett Groom at 10 ; 
the oldest Bride veL 34, the voungest Bride aet IG ; the greatest disparity In Agi^ 42 
and 23, both partiea 2d Marri^^o ; in S couples there were an equality of Agei. 
Of the Grooms there were lOFarmcra, 5 MecEanics, 2 Operatives, 1 Calico Prin- 
ter, 1 Merchant, 1 Laborer, 1 OyatermAn, 1 Mariner, and 3 not known. Clergj-men 
ofhciatod in 19 easca ; who, \n the reooainder, not stated. 

BscUhs. Clerk*a Certificate not dated. 

The earliest recorded Death occurred June 2Gth, 1852, the lateatMay — ^ 18^3; 
the number of Deaths was 1 in June, 2 in August, 6 in September, 3 in October^ 1 
in Hovemberi 3 in December, 2 in Jan.^ 7 in February, 5 in March, 4 in April, 1 
in May f 5 in unknown month; in July none. There are two Deaths pegislered 
that happened elsewhere; viz* 1 female in February, at Fall River, and 1 male in 
September, at Sao Francisco. Of the deceased, 22 appear to have been bora in 
Tiverton \ 4 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 9 in MaasachusettSy 2 In England, and 3 
no where. Age, Sex^ Color, and Occupation stated ; also the Condition of all 
the adult females save one, but that of not one adult male. The Parentage of all 
hut G given ; the Cauee of Death in more than half the cases omitted. Among the 
deceased were 2 colored males and 2 do. females. The youngest male waa 4 months, 
the eldest 88 years old , the youngest female 1 year, 7 months, the eldest !05 ye^ra 
old. There were 1 male and 1 female between 80 and 90 year* of age ; 4 males 
and 3 females between 70 and SO years of age ; only 1 under 1 year, and 5 be- 
tween 5 and 1 year incluMv& 

PEOYIDElJrCE COUNTY, 

BtTRBILLVtLLE. 

Births. No Returns received from the Clerk- 

Marriages. The Returns purport to be for the Year ending May 1st, 1S32, hut 
eon tain Marriages to near the cloi^e of September, The Clerk's Certificate is dated 
June 1 6 th , 1 8 5 3 . There are 1 Marriage ii registe red ; of which 5 belong to this Year ; 
viz. 1 in August, 3 in September, aud 1 in November. All of the parties residenl 
in BurrillviUe; 2 Grooms, Natives of BurriUville, l of Glocester, and 2 of Connect* 
icnt ; 1 Bride, Native of BurriUville, 3 of other parts of Rhode Island, and 1 ef 
New York, All lat Mai-riages \ Ages 25 and — , 24 and 22, 25 and 25, 22 and 16» 
27 and 25. Oeeupation ; 3 Mechanics, 1 Farmer, and 1 Manufacturer- A]Clergy' 
man oMciated in 3, and a Justice of the Peace in 2 cases, 

DeolAf, No Be turn i reedved irom the Clerk> 

CltANSTON. 

Births. The Returns are for the Year eadiug May 1 at. The Clerk's Certifim*« 
is not dated. There are 4 Births registered, of which 2 occurred in 1818, 1 U 
1845, and 1 in 1847, Fortunately, for the credit of Cranston, we are enahled t 
ftate that at least 4 Births took place there during the present year ; for which fafi 
■we are indebted (o the Warwick Returns ; of these, 1 female was l)orn in OetobeT] 
1 female in Deeetuber, 1 female in February, and I male in April. The Pareni 
resided in Cranston j 2 of the Fathers were Natives of Cranston, and 2 of parts 
known -, 1 Mother was a Native of Cranston, aud 3 of parts unknown. Of the Fj 
_ thers, 2 were Farmers, 1 a Laborer, and 1 a Carpenter, 

I Marriages, The Returns are 3 in number. The Clerk's Certificate not date' 
■ One of the Returns is for the Year ending May 1st, 1S52 j a 2d for the Tear eo 
mW May Jst, 1 85 2 mid 1355 \ t'he 3d for the Year ending May lst| 1853. In t] 
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last, 3 'Marriages are registered ; only one of irMcIi occurred within the Tear; viz. 
Bn June. The Groom and Bride were both Kattves of Warwick \ tKe former reai- 
Bed in Providence, the latter in Warwick, The Groom was 28 j-ears of age, and 
mf occupation a Carpenter \ the Age and Parentage of the Bride not given* A 
T3erg)Tnan officiated. 

Deatli$, TIk^ Retuma are for ^e Year ending May 1st, 1S53. The Clerk's Ccr^ 
tificate not dated. There are 16 Deaths registered, of which but 3 occurred with- 
m the Year ^ viz, 1 in October, 1 in January, and 1 in February, Of the decayed, 
1 waa a Native of Cranston^ and 2 unknown ; the Age, Occupation, and Parentagie 
of 2 given, the Cause of Death of 1, and the Condition of none ; 3 weiH; males and 
Farmers J 1 a female ; all White. One Death is registered of a colored female, a Cook, 
which took place at Providence, in July. Under Cause of Death, several individu^ 
sIj are namedj who, if the Beturna be literally taken, are serioualy implicated.—- 
Other informalities are ^o noticable* 

»CUMBETtLA5nO- 
Birihs. No Betnms received frona tho Clerk* 
Marriages* Clerk's Certificate not dated. Of 73 Marriages, 65 occurred within 
e Year J vl;!. 10 in June, 4 in July^ 4 in August, S in September, 6 In October^ 
in Kovember, 11 in January, 5 in February, 7 in March, 1 in April, Of th^ 
Grooms, 44 were American, B Irish, 1 Canadian, and 17 not known ; of the Brides, 
47 were American, I Irieh, and 17 not known. Only 2 couples were bom in Cum- 
berlandj 5 In Stnitbfield, 1 in Tiverton, and 1 in Wr^nthum; of the remaining 35 
American Grooms, 2 were bom in Cumberland, 10 elsewhere in Rhode Island^ 12 in 
■Massachusetts, 3 in Connecticut, 3 iu Maine, 4 in New Hampshire, and 1 in Penn- 
sylvania i of the remaining 38 American Brides, 7 were born in Cumberland, 9 
lewhcre in Rhode Island, 17 in Massachusetts, 2 in Maine, 1 in Vermont, 1 in 
[lew Hampshire, and 1 in New York, Tho Residence of 12 couples was Cumber^ 
of 12, other parts of Rhode Island, of 14, Massachusetts; of the remaining 2T 
ms, 3 resided in Cumberland, S In other parts of Rhode Island, 13 in Massa- 
usetts, 1 in New Hampshire, 1 Maine, 1 Montreal, Of the remaining 27 Brides, 
resided in Cumberland, 8 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 7 in Massachusetts, and 1 
parU unknown. Of tho Grooms, 6 were Manufacturers, 25 Mechanics, 8 Far^ 
ij 6 Operatives, 2 Physicians, 1 Trader, 1 Butcher, 1 Stable Keeper, 1 Labors 
of the remaining 15, the Occupation is not given- 
What Marriage, of 19 couples not stated ; 2d Marriage of 1 couple ; 2d Marriage 
Grooms, and 1 Bride \ the remainder 1st Marriages, The youngest Groom 19 
irs ; the oldest 76 years (a 2d Marriage) ; the youngest Bride, 14 ycanj, the oldest 
years. There was an equality of Ages in 4 couples ; the greatest diaparitiea 
a Groom 76 to a Bride 47, and a Groom 46 to a Bride 18 ; 2d Marriage ol 
Grooms and 1 Bride ; there were Id Brides under 20 years of Age. Of 20 
Parentages were omitted ; and of 14 Grooms, and 15 Brides the Ages. A Jus- 
e of the Peace united 1 couple ; Clergymen tbe others. 

Deaths, The Returns are for the Year ending May Slst, 1853 ^ they are naade 
what the printed caption states is, the *^ blank to he iised h^ Undertakers and 
ifftstrarif*** The Clerk's Certificate is not dated, 

The earliest recorded Death is June 17th, 1952, the latest. May Slst, 1853; there 
in June, July, August, and October each 1 Death ; in ^May there were B 
ilis; none in September, November, December, January, Tftbt^taitY axv^ k^^T^., 
r the deceased, 3 males and 1 fcmaie were Natives of Oum\iet\aicA^ V i^ioaia t>l 
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North Praridence^ I of Foxborougfa, Mass., atid 3 not knowa ; Uie Age and Occu* 
patioD of all givciif tho Conditiou of aU of tbe iemalca, bul none of tbo tualoi; tbe 
Farentago of 2 omitted ; the Cause of Death of one- The youngest niale was 57 
fG&T^t 5 daja^ tho eldi^st mate 77 years, 2 motitbBold i both E^armers ; the youngest 
female was 37 years, 2 montbif, the eldest 77 yv^^r^ old. There were 2 males (botb 
Farmers) and 2 females between 70 and SO years. There were 3 Deatba from 
Cancer, 1 each from Dropsy, Dysentety, Cooaumptioii, and Ferer, and 1 the Caua^ 
not itated. 

FOSTER. 

Births^ No Returns received from the Clerk* 

Marrmgest The Beturns are for tho Year ending June lst| IS^S* The Clork*a 
Oerttfieate is not dated. The number of Marriages was t in July, 1 in Oetobar, 1 
m Norember, 3 in December ^ 1 in January, 1 in April, and 1 in May. AU Ka- 
tives of Rhode Island, but 1 Bride ; (J couples were bom in Foster, also 1 of tbe 
remaining Grooms, 1 (n Covetitry, and 1 in Scitnatai of the remaining Brides, 
2 were bom in Foster, and 1 in Conneeticut; 6 of the couples resided in Foster, 
and 1 in Seituate; 1 Oroom in Coventry, and 1 in Foster; 1 Bnde in Foster, and 
1 in CoDnecticut. All were firat Marriagee^j the Ages were 10 and 15, 28 and 2S, 
40 and S3, 24 and IS, 25 and 22, 30 and 23, 28 and 25, 25 aod 16^ 18 and 19. Of 
the Grooms, 5 were FarmcuSj 3 Carpcntera, and I was a Moulder. Clorgymen of* 
dated in all the ca^s. 

Births* The Clerk's Certificate is not dated* 

T^e earliest recorded Death wa^ July 2d, 1852, the latest, January 15th, 1853; 

4 took plac^e lit July, 1 in September, 1 in November, and 1 in January ; none io 
June, August, Oetoljer, December, February, March, April, nor May. One b 
registered that happened elsewhere; viz. at Acapulco, Mexleo, a male born in Foa- 
ter. Oi the deceased, 2 males were Natives of Foster ; 2 males and 2 females of 
Scituate, R. I., and 1 male of K-lUmgly, Con. The youngest male was 48 ycara, 1 
month, and 17 day.s^ the eldest male 97 years, 9 months, and IG days old; the 
joungcat female, 87 years, 8 moathfl, and 20 days, the eldest female, 90 years, 3 
months old* Condition of none giveo ; the other requisitions fulfilled. There were 

5 Deaths from Old Age, 1 from Cooaumptioni 1 Amputatioa of Leg, 1 Mortifica- 
tioti, and 1 Dropsy of the Chest 

GLOCESTER, 

Births* No Returns from the Town Clerk* 

Marriages. Returns for the Year ending May lat, 185 3. Clerk's Certificate 
dated June 16th, 1859* 

There are 5 Marriages registered, of which but 1 belongs to this Tear; thiswni 
solemnized in January \ both Groom and Bride were Natives of Gloc ester ; the 
Groom resided in SeUuate, tho Bride in Glocester ; Ages 31 and 23 j the Groom by 
Occupation, a Carpenter, Marriage ceremony was performed by an Elder. 

The Clerk writes that no Birlh or Death has been reiurmd to him within twQ 
ffcars ! I 

BetUhs. No Returas sent for tbe above reason. 

Births. No Eetums sent, and no reasons ^ven by the Clerki 
Marriages* No Returns sent 
Deaths. No Ecturns sent 
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Births. No Eetunjs from the Qlei-k^ nor reason for the deficiency* 
I Marrixtges, No Returns acnt 
I Bmlhs, No Keturns sent 

^p PBOVIDKKCE. 

^? We were desirous of presenting the Returns from this City, in a tabtikr form, un- 
der the three great divisionSf prGsumiQg that we should lind tha^t degree of method* 
cocnpleteaes^ and definitenesfi about them^ to enable us so to do ; and thus the more 
clearly and &atisfaijtorily exhibit out views and wbhes in relation to the whole State. 
We proceeded accordinglj'^ but after expending much time and making some pr&- 
^paa, we found ourselves interrupted, aud our plaoj frustrated by the impctfeet 
^Hlftn&r in which the Law had been regarded by some, whose duty it waa to furnish 
T3f<>rmatJon to the City Clerk, and by the very loose n^nner in which others per- 
£^rmed certain laborSf tor which they were employed and paid. 
BirtliA* The Heturas are for the Year ending May 31st, 1B53* 
Ward L Ho Births were registered until July l8th, 1853* The whole number of 
fiifths were 232 \ \iz^ 9 males, 10 females, in June; 1 males^ 6 femalej in July; 5 
nialea, 1 females, and 1 unknown, in August; 12 males, 17 females, in September j 
9 umlej», 5 females, in October ; S males, IS females, in November ; 2 males, B fe- 
malen, in December; 12 male^, 8 females, in January; Id males, 8 females, in Feb^ 
Fn&iy ; 7 malee, 4 females, in Mart^h ^ 14 males, 17 females, in April ^ 13 mdes, 14 
^smales, in May ; 1 male, in unknown month. 
^^Among the preceding, were two pairs of twins — one in April, and one in May ; 
^BlBnaled; both Parents &om New Hampshire in one case, in the other, the Far 
ttier from New York City, the Mother from Korth Trovidence. Of the Fathers, 5 
Vt&re from New York, 1 from New Jersey, I from Ohio, and 1 from New Bruns- 
wick, Of the Mothers, 3 were from Pennsylvania, 2 from New York, 1 from Oeor- 
gia, 1 from Kova Scotia, 3 from New Brunewick, 2 Irom Canada, and 1 was bom 
iM^the Atlantic Ocean. 

^■Fahd IL The whole number of Births 9S ; viz, 6 males, 4 females in June ; 6 
^ims, 3 females in July \ 6 males, 5 females in August ,■ a males, 3 females in Sep- 
tember ; 5 malcsj 3 females in October ; 3 males in November ; 4 males, 3 females 
in December; 2 males in Januarys 4 males, 5 females in February; 4 males, 5 fe- 
males in March ; 5 males, 5 females in April ; 7 males, 3 females in May ; 2 males 
ui unknown month* Among the preceding there occurred, in May, 1 case of male 
Imms* The Parents of 1 child resided in Cranston ; of 1 in Fall Eiver^ of 1 in 
Hew Jersey, of 1 in New York, of 1 in Missouri ; these children were all males* 
Of the Fathers, 2 were from Virginia, 2 from Pennsylvania, 1 from Delaware, 
1 &om Maryland, 1 from Georgia, 1 from Nova St'otia, 1 from unknown ; of the 
Mothert, 3 were from New York, 2 from Delaware, 1 from Pennsylvania, 1 from 
Georgia, 1 from New Brunswick, and 1 from Nova Scotia, 

Waed ni. The whole number of Births 199 ; vi^, 3 males and B females in 
^yna ; 7 males, 10 females in July ; 7 males, 13 females in August; 9 males, 8 fc- 
liaales in September ; 10 males, 4 females in October \ 5 males, 9 females in Novem- 
Iker; 12 males, 12 females in December; 5 males, 8 females in January ; 8 males, 11 
ftnuales in February ; 6 males, 6 females in March ; 12 males, 8 females in April ; 8 
Itaal^a, 1 1 females in May ; 1 male^ 1 female in unknown month. Of the Fathers, 4 
Were from New York, 2 from Pennsylvania, 1 from Delaware.^ 1 from 'Ms.t^A'bwV^V 
Virginia, 1 from-NoFa Sco^^k^ and 1 from C&nada*, rf tke "KLq^^t*^^ ^^^'^ 
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(rom New York, 2 from Virginia, 1 from Marylaodj 5 from Nova Scotia, 1 from 
New Brunswick t and l from Canada, The Name of both Par«ata Qmltt()4 in but i ca^. 
Ward TV, The whole number of BirUifi 151 ; viz. 5 inalest 4 females m Jume^ 
8 auleft, 6 feuialea in July ^ d males^ 5 femalus in Au^st ; 3 males, 6 females in Sep- 
tember; 8 male?, females in Oetobcr ^ 4 males, 4 femates in November ; 3 malaa, 
10 females in December ; 5 males, 2 females in January ; 7 mates, B females in Feb- 
ruary ; 7 maJea, 7 females in JJkfarcb; 9 males, 6 females in April \ 4 males, 6 females 
iQ May. There was 1 case of male twina in March ; Parents bom in Ehode I&land ; 
Father a Blacksmith. The Parents of 1 child resided in Johnston, and of 1 in We»t^ 
erly. Of the Falhers, 1 was from New York, 1 from Pennsylvania^ and 1 from Geor- 
gia ; of the Mothers, 4 were from New York, 1 from Pcnusylvsinia, 1 from Main- 
land, 1 frtjui Virginlaj 2 Srom. New Brunawick, 2 from Nora Scotia, 1 from Qana4af 
and 1 from Cape Good liope* Name oir.itted in the case of 1 Mother, and of ? 
children* 

Ward ¥. The whde number of Births 201 ; vi;i. 7 malei, S females in Jnnef 
5 males, 4 females in July; 16 males, 3 femaleti in August; 13 males ^ 4 females in 
September ; ll males, 5 females in October; 10 males, 16 females in November; 6 
males, 6 females in December ; 8 males, 13 females in January ; 9 males, lO females 
in February ; 13 males, 7 females in March ; 8 males, 5 femaks in April ; 1 maler 7 
females in May ; 1 female in unknown mouth. Thero was 1 case of male twins in 
October ; Parents Irish ; Father a Laborer, 

Of the Fatliers, 3 were from New York, and 1 from Canada ; of the Mothera^ 1 
was from New York, 1 from Penney I vania, and 1 from Newfoundland. The 
names of all but 3 children given* Th« same particularity does not chaiatsterije 
the Register of this Ward, that may be observed in those of the preceding ones; 
e,g< in the column of Ecsidcnce, it is merely stated asbcLog in Providence, This is 
A matter of some consequence, and the omission of tlie locationj was one of th^ 
cause« which gave rise to the embarrassment to which we have alluded. 

Ward VI, The whole number of Births 293 ; vxz, 20 males, 11 females in Jmae; 
15 males, 1^ females in July ; 13 males, lO females in August; 7 males, 11 females 
in September ; G males, 13 females In October ; 19 males, 14 females in November ; 
S males, 13 females in December; l2 mates, 10 females in January ; 15 malesp 
7 females in February, 12 males, 9 females in ^larch, 16 males, II fem^fis 
in April, 8 male^, and 17 females ii\ May, There were two cases of twini; 
1 in April (1 male, and 1 female); Parents born in Khode Island, F'athcr ft 
Carpenter — 1 in November (1 male, and 1 female) ; Parents Irish, Father a La- 
borer. Parents of 1 child rcaided in Paw tucket, of 2 in MassachuBettSj of I in Con- 
Dectieut. Of the Fathers, 8 were from New York, 7 from Maryland, 1 from Qan- 
ada^ 1 from Nova Scotia^ 1 from Prince Edward's Island, 1 from Norway j 1 Irotti 
Portugal, and 2 from Wales; of the Mothers, 5 were from New York, 5 from Ma- 
ryland, 2 from Pennsylvania, 1 from New Jersey, 1 from Yirginia, 1 from Canada^ 
I from New Brunswick, and 1 each from Norway, Portugal, and Wales. 
The Names of 24 children omitted* 

Additional There are some scattering eases in Ward lY, Book of Regifitration, 
which, from the manner and place of their insertion ^ were at first overlooked by ua. 
These consist mostly of Returns made by Physicians ; and some of them, but how 
large a ntimber we are unable to say, are included in the Ward Eetums, wbieh 
fibows the importance of method in making them ; had the requJKitiona of the Law 
been fnlfiUed, no confusion would have occurred. 
These scattering Births are 159 in number j 53 of them are reported by <?i»ePAy-3 
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mdafif and in not a sin0k instance is the Name of the chUd^ the Birth-Place of the 
P^trents^ nor the OccupaHou of the Father given \ the list tlienjfcire only serves a» a 
memorandum of the cases in hm Practice ; 6 reported by anotlier riiysician are m 
the same prcdieameut- By a haety examination, irhicli was all that we were ena* 
bled to gi^ e, it was nscertaiiied that 22 of the precediog had abi^ajdy b^en elsewhere 
entered , and are therefore deducted from the l59; leaving 137, from which, un- 
(][Qe&tionab]yT some others should be deduetcdf but we Lave no means of distinguish* 
bg them. Of these there were 2 females born in June ; 2 malesi 1 female in July ; 
4 males in August ; 3 males, 6 females in September ; 4 males, 8 females in Octo- 
ber? 7 males, 9 lemales in January ; 14 males, fJ females in February ; 11 males, 8 
teales in March; 11 males, 7 females in April ; 7 males, 2 females in May. There 
were included in the preceding, 3 cases of twins \ vh. I in January (a male and fe- 
male) ; 1 in March, and 1 in May, all females ; the Parents of 1, bom in England; 
of the others, and Occupations of Fathers, unknown. The Kame of but 1 child 
gtreo ; the Residence of Parents unknown in 6 cases ; in 1, Massachusetts, in 1, Del- 
ttware. The Mother's name omitted in 147 cases, and the Father's in 4 cases. 
There were 4 illegitimate a* 

In the VI Wartl Book, we find another of tJiefle perplexing additional lists, fur- 
nkhlng 12-2 more Births ; some of which, we apprehend, have prerioualy been en- 
tered -, 35 of these constituted the memorandum of one Physician's Practice ; and 
as lit the other instance mentioned, the children's Names ^ the Besidence, and Birth- 
place of the Parents, and the Occupatjon of tlie FathorSj are entirelj/ omitted^ In 
4 few cases the very loose entry of Unknown Sex, as Birth-place, is made* The 
S5 Births above alluded to, purport to have been registered in September, although 
23, or about 2-3 of them, occurred from 1 to 8 months subsequently* Of the l22, 
liiere were bom 17 males, 8 females in June; lO males, 15 females in July \ S 
males, 13 females in August ; 1 male, 5 females in September; 3 males, 3 females in 
October ; 3 males, 2 females in November ; 2 males, 4 females in December ; 4 
raaJes, 5 females in January ; 1 male, 4 females in February ; 4 males, 2 femalca in 
March ; 2 males, 4 females in April ; 3 males, 1 female in May* Among these were 
2 cases of twins ; Tiz. 1 (male and female) in Febmary, and I (mde and female) 
iti August ; the Nativity of the Parents, and the Occupation of 1 Father not known ; 
the other Father, an Oysterman, The children's and Mothers' Names omitted in 
85 eases, the Father's entire Name in 1, and Christian Name in 12 cases ; the Bci- 
idenee of 38 not stated. Of the Fathers, 1 was from New York, and 1 from Ma- 
ryland ; of the Mothers, 2 from New York, 1 from Maryland, and I from NoTft 
Scotia. There were 8 Bii-ths at the Dexter Asylum, (5 of them illegitimates,) 
which are included in the preceding ] there are al&o included, the following Col- 
ored Births^ Viz* 
in Ward I ; 1 male in October, and 2 females in September, 
t Wabi> II J 1 male each, in July, November, [December, Jannary, March, 
May, and Unknown month, 

** " 1 female each, in August, February, Miu^h, and Apnh 
. Ward in ; 1 male eacli, in December, January, February, and May, 

ii it I fenialo each, in June and January. 
i Waud IV ; 1 male each, in October and NoYember* 

" " 1 female each, In June and December, and 2 in September* 
In Ward V ; 1 female in June, 
In Ward VI ; 1 male cach^ in June, August and May, 

" " 1 /ezna/e each, in July, October, December, wii TsJb^f , 

23 
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In Wabd Unknown ; 1 inale in June. 

" " *^ 1 female eaclii in June, SeptembcTj October, and Mareh* 

Marriages. The Betuma are tor the Tear ©tiding May 31st, 1853- There were 
30 Marnagea m June, 38 m July, S3 in August, 30 in September, 40 in Oetoberi 
50 in November, 25 in December, 40 tn January, 33 in February, 13 lu March, 
S2 in April, 39 in M^y ; making together, 403 ; of these, 23 couple^ only, were bom 
in. Pix>vidence, and 5 ekewhere in Rhode Island ; 7 couples in Maaaachusetts^ 3 in 
Connectieut, 1 in Malne^ 1 in New Ilanipahire, ISO in Ireland, d in Bngland, 2 in 
Germany, 1 in AVales, 13 unknown,— making 239 couplea^ of the remaining ICi 
Grooma, 15 were horn in Providence, 36 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 4G in Massa- 
^jhuaetts, 11 in Connecticut, 2 in Vermont, 9 in Maine, 7 in New Hampshire, 1* in 
New York, 1 in Georgia, 1 lu Indiana, 3 in Canada, 3 in Nova Scotia, 10 in Eng^ 
land, 1 in ScotlaticI, and 1 in Germany ; 6 aro left indefinite, and 5 not mentioned ; 
of the remaining 16i Bridea, 38 were born in Providence, 33 eli^ewhore in Rhode 
Mand, S9 in J^Iasaachusetts, 7 in Maine, 4 in New Hampshire, 4 in Connecticut, 5 
in New York, 1 eacli in Vermont, Ohio, South Carolina, and Georgia, 1 each in 
Canadaj and Nova Scotia, G iu Ireland, 3 e.ach in England, and Scotland, 4 ar^ 
stated indefinitely, and 12 left blank. There were 268 couplea who resided in 
Providence, 23 cbe where in Rhode Island, 23 in Massachusetts, 4 in Maine, mail- 
ing together, 318 couples | of the rem ami ag 85 Grooms, 17 were Reside nta of Pro* 
Tidence, 17 of other parta of Rhode Island, 27 of Masaaehusetts, 5 of Connecticut, 
4 of New Hampshire, 2 of Maine, 7 of New York, 1 each oi Pennsylvania, Indiana, 
Criiforaia, Wisconsin, Canada, and Ireland ; of the remaining 85 Brides, 39 were 
Residents of Providence, 17 of other part? of Rhode Island, 17 of Massachusetts, 4 
of Hew Hampshire, 3 of Connecticut, 1 each of Maine, Vermont, New York, South 
Carolina, and no where. WTiat Marriage of 173 eouples not stated; (160 of 
them Irish;) second Marriage of 9 couples, of 25 Grooms, and of 11 Brides; 
third Marriage of one Groom to second Marriage of the Bride, and third of one 
Groom to first of Bride; the oldest Groom was aged 71 years, the youngest 1& 
years; the oldest Bride 52 years, and the youngest 15 years ; the youngest Groom 
married the second time, 27 years, the youngest Bride, 10 years- There was in 
l9 couples an equality of ages; the greatest discrepancies were 42 and 19, 66 and 
3S; 3 Grooms and 61 Brides were under 20 ye^rsofage* Of 195 couples, the 
Ages are not given, (182 of them Irishn) also of one Groom, and three Brides* 
The Parentage of 177 couples not mentioned, (167 ot them Irish,) also of 3 Grooms, 
and S Brides, The official station of the person by whom the ceremonies were 
performed, was omitted in 28fi cases, of which 167 were Irish, The OccupatiouJ 
197 of the Grooms not given, 167 of whom were Irish ; of Mechanics^ and of those 
having regular Trades, there were, 97 ; there were IS Farmers^ 17 FrotesswMjal 
Hen, 15 Mercliaots, 13 Tradesmen, 10 Mariners, 9 Clerks, 7 Agents, 6 Laborers, 
6 Operatives, 2 Teamsters, 2 Gardeners, 1 Manufacturer, 1 Oysteiman, 1 Fisli- 
erman, 1 Restaurant Keeper, 1 Police Officer. 

DeMths. It is unnecessary to enter into the minute particialars relative to these, 
that we hare done in reganl to those in most of the Towns, inasmuch aa the City 
of Providence publishes Bills of Mortality at regular intervals, to which refereace 
can readQy be hati by those who take sufficient interest in the matter, to apply for 
them. Of the deceased males, 236 were Natives of Rhode Island, 20 of other parts 
of New England, and 3 of the Middle States, making together 259 Americans; 15 
were Natives of England, 67 of Ireland, 4 of other parts of Europe, 2 of British 
Amenca^ and 1 oi BoWih. America \ being lo^eiii^ir %^ ^omgn^m \ and of the re- 
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tnainiiig 52, the extract was tJnknoTTn; of the dcceaaed females^ 234 were Nativea 
of Ebode Island, 10 of other parts of New England, and 5 of the Itliddle States, 
making 239 Aoicwana ; 8 were Natives of England^ CO of Irelaudj and 2 of other 
parts of Europe, being together 70 of Fon^ign Birth ; leaving 72 of Unknown ori- 
gin. There were also 5 of Unknown S&x bora m Ebode Island. 

Some errors are to be met with, and some statements, the correctness of which 
may with propriety be doubted, that we attribute to thtj want of proper care; e. g. 
under Cause of Deaths we find entered, " Brought from Pomfret,*'— " from Cape 
Cod,'* — ** from Southbridge/*— '^ from Boston," — ** from Kewport,"— *' from Wor- 
cester,"^" ita Birth,"-^'^ Chronic Mucosie," &c* Among the Deaths the same in- 
dividual wDl be found catered twice. Under Occupation, the en^e«, '* Orphauj" 
<*Hiot," &c. 

In addition to those wbo died in Provide uee^ we find Gl registered who died eke- 
where, 2G of whom were boni in Providence, 

SC ITU ATE, 

BirOi$. Returns for the year ending June 1st, 1S53. Clerk's Certificate not 
^ted. There are fi Births registered; 1 of which occurred in 1793, 1 in 1800, 1 
in 1331, 1 in 1851, and 2 during the present Tear, Of the last Births, both were 
in August, and females ; Condition and Color not stated. Residence of the Parents, 
Scituate ; one Father and one Mother, Natives of Scituiite ; and the other Father 
a^d Mother, Natives of Providence, One Father by Occupation a Mechanic, the 
other a Manufacturer, By the preceding it will be seen there has been an advance 

100 per cant, in the prosperity of the place within a half century, which la par- 
ticularly encouraging, as no Deaths appear to havo (Xtcurred during that period. 

Marriages. The Returns purport to be for the Year ending June 1st, 1853, but 
contain 2 Marriages of a later date. Clerk's Certificate is dated June 10th, 1853, 

There are 21 Marriages registered, of which 17 were within this Year; riz. 4 in 
t m July, 1 in September, 2 in October, I in November, 2 in January, 3 in 
Jebruary, 2 in March, and 1 in ilay. All were Keeidents of Rhode Island, but 1 
(Jroom, from Massachusetts, and 2 from Connecticut | 2 couples were born in Scit- 
Qate, 2 elsewhere in Rhode Island ; 2 Grooms in Scituate, 6 elsewhere in Rhode 
Island^ 2 in Connecticut, and 3 no where ; 5 Brides in Scituate, t> elsewhere iq 
Ehode Island, 1 in England, and 1 no where, IV'hat Marriage of 1 couple not stat* 
ed ; second Marriage of 2 Grooms \ third Marriage of 1 Groom ; second M arriaga 
of 2 Brides ; third Marriage of 1 Bride ; second Marriage of a Groom to a third 
Marriage of the Bride ; and a third Slarrlagc of a Groom to a first Marriage of the 
Bride ; of the remainder^ all were first Marriages, Tbe oldest Groom was 57 yearSj 
the youngest Groom, 17 yeara old ; the oldest Bride^ 47 years, the youngest Bride, 
15 J ears ohL In 2 couples there was an equality of Ages \ the greatest disparity 
was between a Groom r>2 years, (a second Marriage,) and a Bride 34 years, (a third 
Marriage,) colored. The Ages of 5 couples were omitted. The others were 1 9 and 
13, 21 and 18, 52 and 34, 28 and 25, 23 and 25, 22 and 16, 24 and 23, 17 and 15, 57 
and 47, 43 and 34 j 32 and 29, 28 and 25, 24 and l7, 26 and 28- Occupation of 
the Grooms^ 6 Farmers, 5 Mechanics, 2 Laborers, 1 Operative, 1 Clerk^apd 2 no| 
stated* ClergjTuen ofBciated in 11, Elders in 6 instances* 
Deailw. Tho^ Clerk reports that no Deaths have been returned to his office for 

Year ending June lat, 1853* 

EMITHFIELD* 

Births, l?o regular Returns received* A copy of one Infoniiant*s Certificate 
iras transmitted^ hy which it appears there was a femsdeboia m k\x^iS.\ ^wsSlv- 
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tJon and Color not maudoned ; the Fatlier w^ a Natiye of Ilopkinton, the Mother 
of Scituate* 

Marriages. The Betnrris are forihe Year endmg iTuiielfit, 1853 ; notmgned bj 
the Clerk. There were 84 Marriages riegifit<*rcd duritig the Year ; the earliest ex- 
tending back to 1832 ; 6 7 of them ^ere solemnized withio the Year { viz, 4 
Jtme, 7 in Jnly, 7 in Augustp 4 in September, 8 in October, lO in November, 6 ii 
Deeembcr, 3 in January ^ 5 in February^ 8 in March, B in April, 2 in May* Oj 
these, 5 couples were born in Smithfield, 3 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 2 in Mass 
chuaettd, 9 in England, 2 m Ireland, 3 not, known ; of the rem^oing 4!) Grooms, 
werebon> in Smithfield^ 19 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 12 in Masaacbnsetts, S 
Counecdeut, A In New Hampshiref 1 in Yennonti 1 in Maine, 1 in Canada, 2 ii 
England, 1 in Scotland, J. in Ireland, 1 not known ; of the remajning 49 Brides, U . 
were bom in Smlthfield, 14 elaewbere in Rhode Ji^land, 10 in Massachnsetta, 4 in. 
Maine, 3 in New Hampshire, 1 in New York, 1 in New Jersey, 1 in Nova Scoda^ 
1 in England, 1 in Ireland, 2 not known ; 34 couples resided in Smitbfieldp 3 else- 
where iu Rhode Island ; of the remaitiiiig 30 Grooms, 4 resided in Smithfield, 13 else- 
where in Rhode Island, 11 in Maaaachusetts, 2 in New York ; of the 30 remaining 
Bndes, 15 reiiided in Smithfield, 10 elsewhere in Rhode Bland, 2 in Massachusetts, 
3 not known. What l^Iarriage of 5 couples, and of one Groom, not stated. Second 
Marriage of 5 couples ; sceond Marriage of 4 Grooms to firet Marriage of Brides ; 
third Marriage of 3 Grooma to firat of Brides ] second Marriage of 2 Brides to first 
Marriage of Groom ; second Marriage of one Bride to unknown of Groom ; the 
remainder first Marriages. The oldest Grooms, 2 of 57 years, both third Marriages; 
the oldest Bride, S8 years, a second Mai*riage ; the youugoBt Groom 18, the young* 
est Bride 16 years. There was an equality of ages in 6 conplea ] the greatest dia- 
paritj a Groonij 57 years, (a third Marriage,) to a Bride^ 38 yeai^, (a first Mai^ 
rfage ;) there were 3 Grooms and 19 Brides under 20 years of age ; of 4 couples, 
one Groom, and one Bride, the ages not etated. Of the Grooma, 1 2 were Farmers, 
til Meehanies, 16 Opera tiTea, 2 Merchants, 2 Manufacturers, 2 Traders, 2 Clerks, 
rl Teacher, 1 Laborer, 1 Butcher, 1 Oyster Dealer, 1 Writer, 1 Sailor, 4 not men- 
tioned. Parentage of 2 couples, 5 Grooms, and 1 Bride omitted. In 15 cases, the 
I oflicial station of the individual performing the ceremonies not mentioned, and only 
ItEcertained by aearcbing prior registries, and then, one case doubtful ; one is cert- 
ified by the Clerk of the Monthly Meeting of Friends \ Clergymen officiated In the 
I remaining cases, 

W Deaths. There were 2 males in June, 1 male and 1 female in July, 4 males ani 
p4 females in August, 3 males and 3 females in September, 1 male in October, 2fC' 
I males in November, 2 males and 2 females in December, 2 males in Jannai'y, 
I male and 2 females in February, 1 male and 2 females in March, 4 males and 2 fe 
t males in April, 1 male and 1 female in May, 

The youngest male was 3 months and 15 days, the youngest female, 2 momtha, ^3 
days old j the eldest male, 91 years, 2 months, the eldest female, 83 years, 9 month^^ 
old. There were two males over 90 years of age, both widowers, Farmers, auc^ 
died of Old Age; one male between 80 and 90 years, a Farmer, who died o^ 
Diarrhtoa ; 1 female between 80 and 90 years, a widow^ who died of Old Age ; on^ 
male between 70 and 80 years, married, a Farmer, who died of Typhoid Pneumo- 
nia. There were 3 males and 4 females under one year, and 7 males and 6 females 
between 1 and 5 years* All of the preceding were whites. Of the males, 6 were 
Farmers, 2 Laborers, and 1 each, a Manufacturer, Carpenter, and Mill Operative i 
cfthefenmlest 2 were Weavers* 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

CHAlttlSTOWN. 

Births, The Betums are for the Year eodmg June 1st, 1853. 
^K The Clerk's Certificate h dated June lst< 

^V Of Birtba there were 2 femaless in June, 3 females in Aug., 1 male in Oct^ 1 fe- 
xnale in December, 1 female in January ^ 3 malea m February, 1 male in Harc^b, 2 
MBales in April, 1 male in May. Inclutled in the above, waa one pair of female 
'tmns in Augiist. No Birth in July, September, nor Novamber. Condition of 
*he children not stated j nor tbc Names of 7 of them, of 2 Fathers and 1 Mother. 
Of tbo Fathers, 4 were born in Charleatown, 6 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 2 in 
Connecticut, and 3 unknown ; of the Mothers, 6 were bom in Charlestown, 8 else^ 
^whore in Rhode Island , and 1 unknown* Of the Fathers, 6 were FarmerB, 2 Alan- 
"M&eturers, 2 Labor^jrs, 1 each, a Carder^ Carpenter, and Stone Cutter ; and 2 un- 
Icnown, But 6 of the Informants were Parents. 
^^ Marriages. The Returns are for the Year ending June Ist, 1853. 
^H The Clerk's Certificate is dated June 1st, 1853* 

^" The Marriages were, 1 in August, 2 in September^ 1 in February, and I in 
April \ none in the other months. Of the Grooms, 1 wa& born in Charleatownj 2 
elsewhere in Rhode Island, 1 in Conneeticutj and 1 in New York ; of the Brides, 
2 were, born in Charle^town ; 2 elBewhcre in Rhode Island, and 1 in Connecticut ; 
1 couple resided in Cbarlestown, antl 1 in Richmond ; of the remaining Grooms, 
1 in Kichmond, 1 in Connecticut, and 1 in New York \ all of the Brides in Charles- 
town J 2 Grooms 2d ^rlarriages ; all of the others of both parties 1st Marriages. — 
The Ages of the couples were 23 and 16, 43 and 20, 25 and 20, 40 and 2ti, 22 and 
20, Of the Grooms, 3 were Farmers, 1 a Dyer, and 1 a Shoemaker. An Elder ^^ 
oficiated in 3^ a Minister In 2 cases. ^H 

^H Deaths, The Returns are for the Year ending June 1st, 1853, ^H 

H The CEerk^s Cartiticato is dated June Ist, IB53. ^^ 

' The earliest recorded Death is June 27th, 1852, the latest Hay 25lhjlS53 ; there 

were 3 each in June and Julvj 1 each in August and September, 2 in November, 
and 1 each in March and May -, in October, December, Januarj-, February, and 
April, none ; there were 5 males and 3 females born in Charlestown ; 2 females 
elsewhere in Rhode Island, and 2 females unknown. The youngest male was 7 
months and 3 days old ; the youngest female waa 1 month 13 days ; the eldest male 
waa 86 ytjars ; the eldest female 83 years. There were 2 males between 80 and 
90 years, both white, married. Farmers, who died of Old Age, and 2 femalea be- 
tween 80 and 90 years, 1 widow and 1 single, both died of Old Age ; also I female 
between TO aud 80 years, white, widow, who died of Old AgQ ; there were 2 males 
and! female under 1 year of age. ALL of the male atlults (3,) were Farmers. — 
There were (1 Dcattjs from Old Age ; 1 from Chronic Inflammation, the aufferer 
being 1 month and 13 days old I 1 

Of the Deaths, 10 were white ; viz. 4 males fi females \ 1 black inale, and 1 col- 
ored female. 

The Ketuma were not made on the prepared Blank, and in consequence the ar- 
langement theru designated was not followed. If the Clerifs marts are mderstood 
eorrectl^^ 7, (over half) of the Deaths occurred aTiwng Paupers; ifso) however^ one 
tndimiual, hff aimilar marks, must have had 2, if not 3 wives in kss than 6 months^ 
one of which was but 1 month, 13 duyn^ and another lO months^ 16 days old; and 1 tms 
a white female^ while the other wai a black male. Furthermore a child 7 months^ 3 
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dayt old, teas a Farrner, died of Cholera Infanlvm, whkh is very probtitle, and teat 
married, irkich it as improbable. * 



^ 



EXETEE. 

Births^ Betunis for the Tear ending Jane Ist, 1853, 

The Clerk*a Certificate not dated. There were 10 Births registered, of which 8 
belong to tbia Year; viz* '2 males^ 1 female in June, 1 female in Adgnst, 1 male, 1 
female m October, 1 female in December, 1 male in January. NoBirtha in July, 
September, NorembeiJ, Fcbruan^, ^tarcb, April, and May. Condition of all, and 
Kamcs of 5 omitted. Residence of the Parents, Exeter ; 4 of the Fathers Iwim in 
Exeter, 3 elsewhere m Rhode Island, and 1 unknown \ 1 llotber bom in Exeter, 
6 elsewhere in Rhode Island, and 1 unknown ; of the Fathers^ 5 were Farmers, 2 
Cotton Carders, and 1 a Mason, Informant, a Pb)*sician, 

Marriafjes. Returns for the Year ending June l^t, 1853. The Clerk*s Certifi- 
cate not dated, Tlie Marriages were 1 each^in Au*pj3t, September, October, 
March, and April. All of the Grooms NatiFcs of Rhode Island ; 1 Bride born in 
Exeter, 3 ebe where in Rhode Isknd, 1 in Connecticut ; 1 couple resided at Exe- 
ter, and 2 at West Greenwich ; 1 Groom at Escter, and 1 at Soutb Kingstown ; 
1 Bride at Coventry, and 1 at Smitbfield. Two couples, and 1 Bride, 2d Marriage ; 
all of the others, 1st Marriages. The ages of the couples were, 44 and 43, 1 8 and 
IS, 17 and 22, 35 and 25, 17 and 16, Of the Grooms, 5 were Farmeraj 1 each, a 
Carpenter, and a Spinner. ClergjTuen officiated in all of tlie cases. 

Deaths. No Returns ; and no reason sent 



BOFKIlfTON, 

BirtA^. Returns for tbe Year ending June 1st, 1853. Clerk's Certificate dal 
June 1st, 1853, There are 5 Births regii^tcredt of which B are within the Year; 
TIE. 1 female in June, and 2 males in March. Neither Name nor Condition erf 2 
ebildren given. Parents resident in Hopkintou ; 1 Father and 1 Mother born in 
Hopkinton ; the others unknown. Bj Occupation 1 Father was a Milter, and 1 
a Bkcksmith ; the avocation of the other nndccypherable. Infonnanti a Physidoii. 

Marriages. Returns for the Year ending June 1st, 1853. Clerk's Certificale 
dated Jane Ist^ 1@53, 

The Returns include aU the Marriages recorded si nee September 4 th, 1851, be- 
ing 27 in all ; of which 24 belong to this Year; viz. 2 in June, 1 ia July, 2 in Sep- 
tember, 4 in October, 2 an Kovember, 3 each in December and January, 1 in 
March, 3 in April, 4 in May. There were 5 couples Natives of Hopkinton, 1 of 
Charleetown, R. L, 1 of Europe ] of the remaining 17 Grooms, 6 were born in 
Hopkinton, G elsewhere in Rhode Island, 5 in Connecticut; of the remaining 17 
Brides, 4 were bom in Hopkinton^ 7 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 3 in Connecti- 
cut, 2 b New York^ 1 in Ireland- There were 8 couples residents of Hopkinton, 
4 of Westerly ; of the remaining 12 Grooms, 2 resided ia Hopkinton, 4 elje where 
in Rhode Hand, 6 in Connecticut ; of the remaining 12 Brides, 8 resided m Hop- 
kinton, 2 elsewhere in Rhode Island j 1 in Connecticut, and 1 unknown. There 
were 2d Marriages of 3 couples, 3 Grooms, and 3 Brides ; all of the others were 1st 
Marriages, The greatest disparity of Ages, 46 and 22, The Ages of the couples 
^ere, 22 and 20, 27 and 22, 22 and 19, 23 and 18, 32 and 38, 40 and 25, 24 and 
16, 27 and 32, 25 and 19, 35 and 32, 21 and 27, 4 1 and 32, 20 and 16, 84 and 2% 
46 and 22, 38 and 26^ 25 and 17, 24 and 19, 38 and 32, 23 and 17, 30 and 23, 30 
aad 2S, 22 and 21, 26 and 22, 
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Of the Grooms, G were Farmersj 11 Moebanica, 2 OpDratiTeSj 2 MereliantSj 1 
Clergyman, I Lime Miinufactarer, and I Teacher* Eldens officiated in 10 caeefl, 
Glei^mcn in the remainder. 

Deaths. Returns for the Yeat ending June 1st, 1853. Clerk's Certificate da- 
ted June let, 1853. There occurred 1 Death each, in August, Octoberjand Ho 
Tcmber ; all females ; 2 were born in IlopkinCon, 1 in England ; 3 died of Con- 
mmption, and 1 of Measles; the last 1 year, 20 days old; the othera, 32 yeare, 2 
Biontbs, and 73 years, I month, 22 days. 

The prepared Blank not used for the Returns, 

We subjoin the Town Clerk's Letter ; simply premising that the remarks made 
m page 164, in reference to the Letter from the Clerk of Coventry, will equally 
Ippiy to tlili. 

Jo iht SecTttary of State : 

1 have taken eon «fide table paina the year pa^t, thai; the Law might be earned 
flttt, by distributing the necessary blanks, &e., yet it appears there has been but 
Terj' little attention to making Returns of Deaths and Births. I have heard re- 
Btarks from some Physielans, like this ^ That when they are present at the birth 
of a child, the child has no name, and perhaps does not have a name for a long 
time, and they are not prepared, without extra pains to make rettirns. I hear 
Iiut little about it in other towns, but here it appears to drag, 

(Signed,) Yours, &c. C C LEWIS. 



KORTH KINGSTOWK, 



^B BirtJts. No BetuTDS ; and no reason giveii. 

P Marriftffes* Returns for the Year ending May Ist, 18§3, Clerk's Certificate 
dated May 2d, 1853. There are 41 Marriages recorded, of which but 8 took place 
mthin the Year ; viz, 2 in July, and 1 each, in August, September^ October, No** 
vember, December, and February. Three of the entries are in the form of Certify 
cates ; one of them dated July 12th, certifies to a matrimonial alliance taking place 
mght days subasqucntlt/. There were 3 couples Natives of N. Kingstown ; of the re- 
maining Grooms, 1 was bom in North Kingstown, and 4 elsewhere in Bhode Isl- 
tod; of the remaining Brides, 4 were bom in North Kingstown, and 1 in Neir 
Hampsltire ; 4 couples resided in North Kingstown ; 1 Groom in North Kingstown, 
«nd 3 elsewhere in Rhode Island ; 3 Brides in North Kingstown, and 1 in East 
Greenwich. IVTiat Marriage of 6 couples, not stated ; 2d Marriage of 1 Groom ; 
ill of tiie others Ist Marriages, One couple supposed to be colored. Two of the 
Certifieato cases omit Age, Parentage, and Occupation. Of the Grooms, 2 were 
I^rmers, 2 Mnnufacturei^, and 1 each, a Stone Mason, and a Laborer. The Ages 
flf the couples were, 25 and gl, 21 and lO, 22 and 18, 30 and l9, 22 and 1&, 35 and 
So, Clergymen oHiciated in all the cases. 
I Deaths, No Returns* 

^M BOtJTH KINGSTOWW- 

^1 Birihs. NoRetums; no reason given, 

^P Marnagn^' Returns for the Year ending June Istj 1853. 

I Cierk*s Certificate not dated. Of the 19 Marriages which took place within the 

f Tear, 3 were in June, 2 in August, I each, in September, and October, 5 in Novem* 
ber, 3 in December, 1 each, in January, and February, and 2 in unknown month. 
Of these 7 couples were Natives of South Kingstown ; 4 eoxkyiVta ^t^t^au^iv^sm^V 
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of tho re main mg 8 GrooaasH 1 was bom in South Kingstown^ G else where in Rhode 
Inland, and 1 in Illinois; of the remaining 8 Bridefi, 3 wcne bom in South Kings* 
town ; 2 in North Kmgstown, 1 each in New York* Pennsylvania, and unknown ; 
12 couples resided in South Kingstown ; of tho other 7 (irootng, 2 were residents of 
South Kingstown, and b of other parts of Rhode Isliind ; 4 Brides redded in South 
Kingstown I and 3 elsewhere in Rhode Island. There were 2d Afarrii^cs of 2 cou- 
plei| and 1 Bride; 2 couples, and 1 Bride not atatedj the rest of botli parties 1st 
Marriages. The Ages of 2 couples^and 1 Bride not giien ; the others were, 24 and 
20f 22 and 32, 23 and 16, 52 and 39, 22 and IS, 22 and 24, 21 and 23, 21 and 24^ 
l&and 17, 37 and 28, 3l and id, GO and 50, 24 aid 23, 2X and 20, IDand 10,21 and 
— ,21 and 25, Of the Grooina, tl were Farmers, 3 Mecbanifs, 2 Manufacturers, 1 
Operative, and 4 unknown* An Elder oGiciatcd in one case. Clergymen In all of 
the others. 

Death. Beturns for tho Year ending May Ist, 1853, The Clerk's Certificate 
not dated. 

There are G Deaths registered, of which but 2 occurred within the Year^ viz. 
that of 1 n^fcrnelesa Native male, who died March 15th, of Piieumoniat «t. 3 years; 
and 1 nameless colored male, without Birth-place, or Parentage, who die^l March 
6th, of a Bum, at the age of 8 years. 

A question may arise in the minds of some, 03 t& the value qfsueh blank refftstm' 
lions I 

ni€HMOND, 

Births. Returns for the Tear ending Juno 1 at, 1853, The Clerk*a Certifictfte 
not dated. There are registered 30 Births, extending back as far as 1 793 j but I 
Birth occurred within the year \ viz. that of a male, July 38th,- Color and Condi- 
tion not stated ; Parents residents in Etehmond ; FatFior, a Native of Connccttcut, 
Mother of Richmond \ the Occupation of the Father, a Faraier, 

Marriages. Hetums for the Year ending June Ist, 1853. The Clerk's Gortifi- 
cato not dated. There are 16 Marriages registered, of which 6 belong to the pre»» 
ent year ; viz, 1 eacli, in June, September, October, and December, atid 2 in Jan- 
uary ; of 1 couple the Age, Nativity, Parentage, Occupation, and wliat Marria^, 
omitted ; 1 couple Natives of Richmond, 2 Grooms of Richmond, and 2 of other 
parts of Ebode Island, 1 Bride of Richmond, and 3 of other parts of Rhode Island \ 
6 couples resided in Richmond, 1 Groom in Stonington, Ct., and 1 Bride in Rich- 
mond. Of 5 couples the 1st Marriage ; their Ages were, 22 and 24, 23 and 16, 23 
and 20^21 and 18, 23 and 23. Of the Grooms, 4 were Farmers, and 1 a DreasoT 
Tender. An Elder officiated in 3, and Clergymen in 3 cases. 

Deaths . Clerk's Certificate not dated. There appear to have been 30 Deatbv 
registered within the Year^ of which but 5 occurred during the Year ; vias. 2 m 
July, and 1 each, in November, December, and January ; of these, 3 were Na- 
tives of Richmond, 2 males, 1 female ; 1 was born in South Kingstown, and 1 
in Ireland The youngest male was 53 years, 1 month, the eldest male 83 years, 
5 months, the only female 59 jears, 3 months, 7 days old. Of the males 3 were 
Farmers, and 1 a Dresser Tender; of the deceased, 2 died of Con^umptiouj (1 
nude and 1 female) \ 1 of Cancer ; 1 of Old Age. 

WESTEELT. 

Birthi. Returns for the Year ending ilay 31st, 1S53. The Clerk's Certificate 
not dated. There are 12 7 Births registeredj of which 4 1 occniiTed vrithln tlie Year j 
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HL 3 msle^ in June, 2 tnalea and 1 female m July, Z fetnalei in August, 3 males 
and 4 femnlca m September ^ 3 nmles in October » 2 males and 1 female in Novem- 
ber, 1 female and 1 unknawn in Decemk^rT 2 males and 2 females in JanuaiT^, 2 
oialeSi 1 female and 1 unknown in February^ 1 male, 1 Ibmale, and 2 unknown in 
March, 1 msJc, 1 female and 1 unknown in April. The Names of but 6 children 
givoR \ the Conditbn of none ; in 32 cases, under Sex, nothing but Color giren ; all 
by ua entered na unknown are those where both Name and Sex have been omitted. 
In IS instances, the Mother^s Name omitted. All of the Parents resided in 
Westerly. Of the Fathers, 10 were born in Westerly » 7 elsewhere in Bbode Island ^ 
4 in Connecticut, 1 in New York, 2 in England, 2 in Ireland, 1 in Switzerland, and 
14 Unknown j of the Mothers, 4 were bom in Westerly, S elsewhere in Rhode M- 
*iid, 4 in Connecticut^ 1 in New York, 2 each in England j and Ireland, and 20 Un- 
known. All of the Unknown were reported by two iodividuak, probably Phy- 
sicians; showing the importance of Parents faithfully discbarging the dutiea in- 
cumbent on them by law* In hut a single imtance was fhe Parent the Injormr 
€knt ; the remaining Births were reported bj three persons. Of the Fathersi 7 
were Merchants, 7 Mechanics, 4 Manufacturers^ 3 Yeomen, 2 Mariners, 2 Fish- 
ermen, 1 Operative, 1 Livery Man, 14 Unknown, 

Marriages. Returns for the Year ending May Blst, 1853< Clerk's Certificate not 
dated. There were 32 Marriages registered, of which one was solemnized Aug. lOth^ 
1779; if now bring, the individuala are a venerable couple of 91 and 92 years of 
age. There were 27 Marriages within the Year; viz. 2 in June, I in July, 3 in 
SeptembcFi 2 in October, 3 in November, 5 in December, 3 in January, 3 in Feb*, 

I in March, 1 in April, and 3 in May. Of these, 1 couple were Natives of Charlea- 
tawn, R, I,, 2 of Connecticut; of the 24 remaining Grooma, 5 were born in West- 
edy^ 11 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 1 in Massachusetts, 5 in Connecticut, and 2 in 
Hew York J of the remaining Brides 4 werB bom in Westerly, 11 elae where in 
Khode Island, 1 in Massachusetts, 7 in Connecticut, and 1 in Georgia^ S. C. Xhem 
tare resident in Westerly, 7 couples, 4 elsewhere in Rhode Island, and 3 in Oon- 
Decticut ; 3 Grooms resided in Westerly, 5 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 2 in Con* 
nccticut, 2 in New York, and 1 in California ; of the remaining Brides, 8 resided 
va Westerly, 2 elsewhere in Rhode Island, 1 in Massachusetts, and 2 in Connecti- 
cut Of *i Grooms, it was the second, and of one Groom the third Marriage, all 
to first Marriage of Brides ; and second Marriage of one Bride (colored,) to first 
ilarriage of Groom ; one Bride the Marriage not stated ; all of the other indiridn- 
lU, first Marriages, The AgC5 were, 26 and 21, 2G and 21, 23 and 27, 30 and 26, 
21 aud 19, 40 and 21, 22 and 20, 20 and 19, 21 and 19, 24 and 22, 25 and 19, 37 
ibd 29, 32 and 21, 23 and 18, 65 and 49, 33 and 23, 17 and 16, 18 and 18,26 and 
20, 27 and 22, 26 and 22, 21 and 20, 24 and 23, 21 and 23, S5 and 27, 40 and 2S, 
Of the Grooms, 10 were Mechanics, 7 Farmers, 5 Manufacturers, 2 Merchants, 3 
Operatives, and 1 a Mariner. An Elder officiated in one case^ Clergymen in the 
itiiaaining cases* 

Death*. Keturngfor the Tear ending May 31stj 1853. Clerk's Certificate not 
dated. There -were 16 Deaths within the year ; -nz. I in June, G in August, 1 in 
September, 3 in October, 1 in November, 2 in December, 1 in January, and 1 in 
Mirch ; no Deaths occurred in July, Februaty, April, nor May, Of the deceased, 

II were Natives of Westerly, viz» 7 white malea, 3 white females, and 1 unknown; 
% (hoib femaleBf) of Charlestown, E* L, 2 males of Connecticut, and 1 female of 
Ifew York. 

24 
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Tho Date, Condition, Occupation, and Place of Birth, stated as required ; the C^z>I^ 
or, and Parentage of all but 2; the Cause of Death of all but 3 ; (2 not kno^^n 
and 1 not named;) the Age of all but one. The earliest recorded Death is Ju«zi.e 
28th, a white married female, of unknown age, who died of Suffocation ; the late* st 
Death, March 18th, a white married female, aged 24 years, disease not mention&c3. 
The eldest male, (white, married, a Farmer, who died of Old Age,) was 86 years, 6 
months, 25 days old ; the youngest male, (who died of Dysentery,) 3 months ; tlic 
eldest female, (white, single, who died of Consumption,) was 60 years old ; the yoxxrtg- 
est female, 2 years, 2 months, 1 7 days, disease Hydrocephalus. Of the remaining 
Deaths, 1 was occasioned by Old Age, complicated with Erysipelas, 1 Chagres Fe- 
ver, 2 Typhus Fever, 1 Scarlet Fever, 1 Dysentery, 1 Dropsy, 1 Laryngitis and 2 
by Causes not known. Of the male.", 4 w.\ Farmers, and I a Laborer. 



THE REGISTRATION ACT, 

As engrossed and amended^ a7id proposed for the consideration of the General 

Assembly. 
AN ACT to provide for a Registration of Births, Marriages, and Deaths. 

Whereas, in the administration of justice, or upon the important subject of State 
pauperism, (and even in the pursuits of private life,) it has often been A>und diffi- 
cult, from the death of witnesses, as well as from other causes, to prove the birth, 
marriage, or death of persons, whereby the rights of many have been sacrificed, 
and great wrongs have been inflicted upon individuals and the community ; and 
whereas, important truths deeply affecting the physical welfare of mankind, are to 
be drawn from a kuowledge of the number of births, deaths, or marriages, that, dur- 
ing a term of years, may occur, or may be contracted within the limits of a State : 
Therefore, 
It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. The clerks of the several towns and cities in this State, are hereby 
authorized and required to obtain, chronologicaUy record, and index, as required 
by the forms prescribed by the third section of this act, all information concemiog 
births, marriages, and deaths, occurring amongst the inhabitants of their respective 
towns and cities, and on or before tho first day of February, annually, to make du- 
ly certified returns thereof, to the Secretary of State, for each year, ending on the 
thirty-first day of December, accompanying the same, with a list of those individu- 
als required by law to make returns to him, who have neglected the same, and with 
such remarks relating to the object of the law, as he may deem important to com- 
municate. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to receive the returns 
made in pursuance of the preceding section, and annually, with such assistance as 
shall be rendered by any authorized Committee of the Rhode Island Medical Soci- 
ety, to make and publish, (not exceeding seven hundred and fifty copies,) a general 
Abstract and Report thereof, in form as prescribed by section third of this act .He 
shall also cause said returns to be arranged, full alphabetical indexes of all the 
names to be made, the whole to be bound in convenient size volumes, and eareful- 
Iv preserved in bis office. 
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Sec* 3. Tho blmik fomis rDqiilred lo carry out tHo proTisioiis of tliijj act, sliall, 
on applieationj Ik? fnrobln^d by tlic Si^erctnry of State^ to clcrgynieri, pb}'skl;iij9j un- 
dcrtakers^ town and city clerks, tlerka of tlic Society of Friend*^* and other persons 
fcquiriug tliem, subataniially after the fDlloiving fonns, viz* i The record of a hirtk^ 
shn\] t^tate the date and place of bJrth* name and sex of the chihl, whether living or 
still-born ; also, the n«"%me and giiroatno, color ^ ocenpationj regidenee, and birtb- 
plaee of tbii parents^ and tiine of reconling, as far tL^ the i<am<? can be aaeertained. 
The recoi'd of a marria^e^ ?hall alate the date of the marriage, phiee, iiame, rcst- 
denee^ and oflici^l station of the person by whom married, nauica and surnames of 
the partiesj color, oerapation, and residence of each, eonilition, (whether single or 
widowed ;) what marriage ^ if second, thirds &c* ; the occupation, birth-plaee, and 
name of their parents, and the timeof rceoiiling, so f^j as the mme can he ascer- 
tained. The reconl of deaths, sball state the dati3 of death, name and surname of 
the deceased^ the sex, color, and condition, (single or married,) age, ocenpation, 
place of death, place of birth, names and birth-place of pflrent:^, disease or caufie of 
death, and the time of recording, so far as can be as<^ertained. 

See, 4, Of 3farrlaf^es. Every Scx^iety of Friends, clergyman, and all others 
authorized to join persons in marnagCi sball make a faithful record of cverj^ eucIi 
rite performed by them, (in manner and form aforesaid,) and retom the seuaie on 
or before the second Monday of every month^ for the last preceding month, to the 
ffity or town cleric*^, and no maniagc .^hall bo solemnized until the parties shall baye 
1^1 rni shed to the author it)' about solemnizing it, the information herein befonj re* 
^jpireil. 

^■Bee. 5. Of Births. As a large number of birtha annually take place without the 
^■Bistanee or intervention of strictly professional aid, it &hall be the dut}- of each 
0hd CTcry parent to make returns to said city or town clerk, of the birth of each 
of his or her t'ljildrcn, in manner and form aforesaid, at least within ten days after 
^Ue aame sball have Di'eurred. 

H See. S, Of Deaths, It shall be tho duty of each and evcrj^ practising physician^ 
or surgeon, of whatever ehara<.*ter, lo keep a faitliful recordj and to make returns 
as af )resaid, on or before the second Monday of each month, of every death occur- 
ring in his or her professional practice » within the State, during the kat preceding 
laonth. If without attendance of physician, the coroner shall make returns as 
above. 

Sec. 7, Of Underfalers. There may be appointed by the city and town au. 
thoritles, a sufficient number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the 
pleasure of said authorities^ whose duty it tihall be to keep a faithful record of all 

H" ferments by them ma<]e, slating where the individualfi died^ and where they were 
^ed, and to make returns on or before the second Monday of every month, as 
ore said* 

Sec. 8. Any city or town may enact municipal laws, more effectuall}^ to obtain 
tie objecfc? herein contemplated : Prornkdj they do not conflict witli the main and 
i^eific object of this act, viz*, to procure the most perfect registration. 

See. 9, Of Fern. The city and town clerks shall receive for each record of a 
birtht marriage, or death^ made and returned, as required by law, ten cents, to be 
paid to them out of their respective city and town treasuries : Provided^ that the 
yearly compensation to any one town clerk, who shall faithfully perform the duties 
prescribed by this act, shall not be less than five dollars. 

Sec, 10* OfPtnaliies. If any clergyman, physlciaji, ntLileTlBSiC^ , \)QrWTv t« t\\7j 
cleric, d^ of any meeting o£ the aociety of Friends, or otWic ^-cwitj-i ^aaJi.^^'^iS^'l 
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neglect or refuse to perform any of the duties imposed on, or required of him or 
her, by this act, or should any one not legally authorized, assume to discharge aiij 
of said duties, he or she shall, at the discretion of the court or justice trying the 
cause, on conviction thereof, be fined not exceeding twenty dollars, for each and 
ever}' offence, to be recovered by complaint and warrant, one half thereof to the 
use of the town or city, in which the offence shall occur, the other half to the per- 
son who shall prosecute for the same. 

Sec. 11. No letters of administration, or letters testamentary, shall be granted 
by any court of probate, upon the eflfects or estate of any person, until the deatl& c^ 
such person, or the facts from which the same is presumed, shall be duly certified, 
as near %s may be, to the town clerk, in order that the same may be duly regisfc^^ 
ed according to the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 12. The said books or registers, or a certificate duly certified by the U>^^^^ 
clerk and authenticated by his seal of office, as contsuning a full copy of the recoil 
of any marriage, birth, or death, sh%ll hereafter be admitted in any court in this 
State as prima facie proof of any marriage, birth, or death. 

Sec. 13. Births, marriages, and deaths of non-residents, shall be distinguished 
from those of residents in the returns, by being arranged separately. The Secre- 
tary of State may, from time to time, vary the forms of returns, and require such 
additional information as he may consuler necessary, to effect the object of this act. 

Sec. 14. In order that it may be more surely ascertained that no clergyman, 
physician, coroner, undertaker, or clerk of the society of Friends, neglects making 
the returns specified in this act, each and every one shall cause his or her name and 
residence, to be recorded in the clerk's office of the town or city, where he or she 
resides. 

Sec. 15. This act shall go into effect from and after the first day of January, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five, and from and afler that time, all acts and parts of 
acts inconsistent herewith, shall be deemed and taken to be repealed. 



i^ The Author of the preceding Report, residing at a distance from the Print- 
er, has had an opportunity of examining but one Proof, during its passage through 
the Press ; consequently should the reader, as he unquestionably will, detect errors, 
he must make a just allowance for the same. In the language of Cotton Mather, I 
would say, 

"Reader, Carihagena was of the mind, that unto those Three Things which the 
Ancients held Impossible,, there should be added this Fourth, ta find a Book printed 
without Errata*8*' 

I may be allowed to add, if, in penning this short sentence, so learned a man could 
not avoid an error, or the Compositor, in setting it up, forces him ostensibly to 
make one, it will certainly be venial, in more humble individuals to err in the like 
manner, or from a snnilar cause. 
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ink 0| Jltotlc Jfilimrt nntl Jroriilata* |Ianlntions. 

SeCBETAEY'S OiFlCE, PfiOVIDEKCE, 

February, 1866. 

To the Hmiorabh Gefwrul Asmmhhj^ 

I have the honor to Bubmit to you the Secood Report on the Registration of 
iirths. Marriages and Deaths id this State. It covers the period from June 
tsti 1853, to the end of tho year 1B54* This space of time is subdivided in 
be Tables of this Report into two period s, the first ex tending from June let trr 
)ecember 31st| 1853| and tlio secoud iacluding the whole year 1854* The rea- 
on for these eeven months of 1853 being thusi left to make ono period of regis- 
ration IS, that tlio law ha^ been changed bo as to make the Registrj year cor- 
espond to tJie Calendar year* 
The statute authorizes me to look to a CoDamittee of tho Rhode Island Medi- 
al Socsietj for aid in preparing this Report* Such a Comtaittee has been 
Appointed and permanently exists. Dr. Joseph Mauran being its Chairman- 
>r, Mauran has found it necessary to place the work of preparation in other 
ads, retaining an active pergonal enperviBion over it- As mentioned in his 
ocompaQying letter, Dr, Tiiomns IL Webh, the able writer of the Fir^t Ee- 
ort, being engaged elsewhere, the present document has been prepared by 
3harles W* ParsouB, M. D., of Providence* Wishing to submit it at your 
esenl session, I have not been able to give it a thorough esamination, Imt am 
ersuaded that you wiU find it contains facts and suggestiana of great value. 
It will bo for your wisdom to determine, in view of the acknowledged 
Qportance of a good registry system, whether more compensation should be 
allowed to tho Town Clerks for performing their duties under the statute ; and 
whether gthei now and improved provisions may not be made for obtaining the 
facts. I would ask your attention to the Buggestions in the letters fromsoteral 
Town Clerks, extracts from which are embodied in this Report, TIio valae of 
the system depends eesentially on the correotnoss and fullness of the first re- 
turns, and every reasonable facility and inducement ahonld be offered to those 
whom we call on for tlie original facts. 

I respectfully reconm^cnd that an appropriation of dollars bo made for 

the annual preparation of tho Abstract and Report which I am required! (by 

[■*''**''oii Sd of tlie l&tatuto) to make and publish. 
Respectfully submitted by 
JOHN R- BARTLETT, 
~1 
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PboviuejiOE, December, 1655* 
To the Honorable the Secretary of State : 

Dk.ui Sir : — I received io order the State ** Retarna on the EegiBtratioa Of 
Births, Marriiiges, and Deaths," confided by the late Secretjirj^ and yourself to my 
special earc, m CThmrman of the CVoperating Conamittfe of the Rhode lalnnd Medi- 
cal Society f 

Owing- to the change of time at which they were made returnable, under the 
amended Act of October, 18*14, a period is embraced of nineteen naouths, vk : 
from Jtino 1, 1853| the lerminalion of the last Report, to December 31, 1854. 
Tins change of time, yon are aware, was effected through our immetliate Bolicitatiau, 
to render our Reports more conformable to those of a liko import abroad, nod ak) 
ID our own country, ami consequently more conveniently availiible to the statist and 
statistician for general reference. After a carerd and critical examination of the 
several returns, I am happy to acknowledge, that, altboug-h still meagre, and Jaultj 
in very many respects, thej present a more promising nspect, gen^'ulhj, than those 
from which our "First Report '' was, with so much unavoidable labor, arranged. 

I regret, however^ to notfce the unpardonable indifference and want of attentiOB 
to the requiremcDts of the kw manifested by officials and others in many of otir 
otherwise law-abiding and enterprising country comnmnitrcSj especially tliose em- 
"bmeing a large mnnufacturing nnd mechanical population ; as facts from suclt 
sources are particularly desirable in perfecting a Rtatlstical and sanitary survey* 

This class, densely populona along the borders of our mill-streams, liviug in 
ill-conditioned and badly ventilated apartments, hence subject largely to epideiaic 
influences, should of all others be especially represented in a report, the perfect and 
successful completion of which wiH necessarily tend eventually to the development of 
measures in which the personal welfare, health and happiness of each iiKlividuiil 
composing such communities is immediately concerned. 

In this connection I would express mj astonishment that parents^ upon whcmx tlie 
mraple duty is imposed of registering the birih^ of their respective children, should 
be generally so neglectful of that all-important duty to their offspring. They cannot 
appreciate the fact, that through this registry alouOt in case of the decease or absence 
of parents and witnesses, (circumstances of every day occnrrence,) can the child 
eatablifih conclusively his age or legal birth-right In cases of descent of property, or 
sec-are a legal settlement in the place of Ins nativity under the ills of partial iuconi- 
petency or absolute pauperism ; cousiderations of equal import therefore to each and 
every individual, be he rich or poor. A right to a legacy raay depend solely upon 
this proof. Kven in a strictly ^/mncta^ point of view, how necessary the establishment 
of the la.w. i\nd still more its rigid and strict fulfilment. 

Ail I had occasion to say, in an address setting forth the inestimable advantages 
of R^istration, before our House of Representatives and Senate, in February. 
1850, pending the action of the respective Houses upon the passage of the original 
act : '* How many millions of property acquired and securely treasured up throagh 
the industry of our ancestry nbroadj have been lost, or entirely unrealizeti by their 
legal descend ants, inhabitants of this and other states. How much frmtless effort 
and litigation, throagh writs of error, reverse ©f judgment and demurrer, 
and what vast expenditures of money, of our very substance, have been made in 
unavailing endeavors at recovery of entailed estates, and all for the mere lack of 
the connecting link, w^hich would have been readily furnished by that species of evi- 
dence {the recorded fact) contemplated in the bill before you, had a similar law been 
enacted and enforced, coeval with the early pilgrimage of the puritan forefathers te 
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the sliorea of our New Engkmd aJone I Yes, milliona of dollars, the well earned 
rewanl of the hardy and thriving industry of our ancestors now, and it is fcaredT 
ever will remain in the custody and under the control of the * British Crown,' which 
would have long- since been realised and distrihiited to legitimate heirs in this coun- 
try, but for the want of that perfect regi6tratioi| bj our forefathei'^, of the Births^ 
Marriages, and Deaths of tlieir respective children. Nor ia this peculiar state of 
drcumataTiceti owin/;^ to any want of disposition or desire on the part of our Father* 
land to ferret out and effect legal rcvcrsiionary titl^, Englaiid has many ii time and 
oft, sought by speeiiil formal uotiees, legitimate beifs to these vast entailed estates 
among- oar trarisutlaalic population, but in consi^iucnce of tlie himentublc defects in 
our ancrent, aatl I might add r:*ccnt, system of vital statistics, her endeavors have 

I been in most caeeg wholly unavailing. Many instances might be referred, to in 
■onfirmatlon of the above, but T will simply allude at present to the ' Angell pr0i>er* 
jgr/ rightfully belonging- to heirs in this country, aye, in our very city, amonoting in 
|B25, to the enormous sum of five millions of pounds sterling : — ^Then again to the far- 
&med ' Jennings Estate/ wherein an amount excelling forty milliouB of dollars hod 
a<5cumulated in 1848, and for wliich legitimate heirs have been as yet aooght nnavaiU 
iogly in thia country, where they are presumed to, and undoubtedly do reside. How 
^^ae the remark of an eminent Engliali jurist, ' that it is as necessary for the preser- 
^fction of the rights of individuals to preserve ft registry of Birtha, Marriages, and 
^^eaths, aa it h to preserve a registry of dee^.' 

'* The sacrcdness with which the British laws are observed with regard to property 
is beautifully illustrated in tins matter* Here is an immense estate, which was left 
fiflty years ago without any owner, and aa far as Government knew, without a proba- 
bility ^ after so great a lapse of time, of one being found j but under the parental 
fre of the laws, it is watchecl and cherished until, we suppose, it has trebled its 
igiaal value. It is still heltl in trust, to be conveyed to the heir, how remote or how 
' soever removed from allc?giancc to English sovereignty, 
** Mr. Emerson, in one of his recent lectures, related a similar incifleut to show 
the stability of the English laws. A man died seven hundred years ago, leaving a 
portion of his property to be invested in such a way as to supply a bait of bread 
and ale to whomsoever ahoald apply for it Notwithstanding revolution^ civil war, 
and progress and change of all sorts, the bequest is as rigidly observed to-day as it 
was when it was first made. Mr, Emerson himself, to test the matter, enjoyed the 
benefit of this strange and remote charity/' 
Again, evidences of relationship alone are easily lost among the lower, and indeed 
Hp classes of society. As remarked by mc before our Historical Society, in a bio- 
^^raphical sketch of some of our more promiucnt medical men df by-gone days, " it 
is truly astonishing, the apathy and indifference that exL^t, aye, absolute want of 
knowledge among men of the present business age, of the names, Itvea and character 
of their ancestry^ even for the short period of half a century- From personal ob- 
servation, T doubt whether it would be extravagant to deckr<3 that not one individual 
out of ttn of the general masses of society can give you reliable information touch- 
ing simply the Christian name of hie grandfather, the maiden name of hh grand- 
mother, or the actual birth-place of cither ; and individuals are to be met with who 
know not even the maiden name, or birth-place of their own mother/' In a moroly 
genealogical point of view then, how necessary the prt^ent .system of registralion, 
fiipecaally in a State embracing a population so dense and migratory. 

We trust that from thia time forward onr entire adtdt population, and State 
authorities particularly, will look to these things and endeavor effectually to correct . 
1* 
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tbeir farmer unpardonable GciM of omission, in this respect, to tJieiDselves andpdt- 
terity. 

Tfue^ WIG cannot expects especinUj iiiidpr our new, free iDititutiona of gOTeru- 
ment» either State or Geueralt to e.«4tiiblisli and develop so perfect and complete a 
sjstem of vital statistics as w fournl to t?xist In those embracing oltler arrtJ more rigM 
forms of gov^eiTMnent, as Aastria, Rnssia. France, Italj, A:c,t bnt it is confitleiitJj 
hoped that as our communities bi^come more enlightened, touching the great and 
manifold advantages of the system, a vastly increased attention and devoteduegf ihrj 
bo manifested by all in fulIiDing strictly the knient, bot whoiesame re<|uircmentJ3 of 
the law upon whieb it is specially bta^n^ ; and that our Btate^ small in territory, may 
vie with her sister States in sustaining heajtily and clieer fully the important cause 
which we haw so largely at heart. 

Beveral of the Beturns, from the imperfect nmnner in which they were iimdcr 
have bcfn necesj^yirily re-copied, to arrange them for binding ; this exirn duty hos 
been accompliahed nnder my orders^ through you, and with great faith fulnc^ awl 
care— a labor which 1 trusty since the issue of your recent cirenlar to the piiblk' 
officials, will hereafter be rendered nunecesBary. 

After these preparatory arrangements, finding that, through my general profee- 
aional engagements, leisure was ntit afforded sufficient for making np the tables, ub- 
itractn and analysis, and being desir oos that the work should be promiitly and satis- 
factorilj aecompHshed, I, after much solicitation, was enabled to secure for tk 
emergency, the valuable services of my esteomed young friend, t/harles W, Pitrsons, 
M. D., of this Cityj a gentleman of miliring industry and ^lerseverance, and henc* 
admirably adapted to the successful performanec of the work. 

Hia labors, while m transitu, have been freely submitted in mantiacript to my 
inspection and supervision, and it gives me pleasure to state, that they meet with raj 
hearty approval and adoption, nor do I think they will be le^s appreciated by tk 
liBgislatnre, and others, enjoying an interest in statigtical investigation and researcli. 

That they nmy ineet with due consideration from yourselfi iij the conGdent hope 
and trust of, 

Dear Sir, yonrs, respectfully, &c*, &e,, 

J. MAURAN, 
Chairman Com. on Registration, K» I. Med. Society, 

To Jno. R. Bahti^tt, Esij,, Secretary of State. 



Fbovidence, February 5, 1856^ 
Joseph HiiRAJf, M. D,, Chairman of the Committee on Registration 

of the Rhode Island Medical Society : 
Dear Sir : — I herewith submit to you the Second Report on BegLs tration of 
Birtlis, Marriages and Deaths in this State, prepared und^er direction of your Coih- 
mittee. The document ba^ been written in miavoidablc haste, as the Returas w^re 
not placed in my hands till early in T>^^ovcmbcr last. Since that time I have given 
to it all the leisure I could obtain, but no one knows better than yourself the great 
difficulty of foDowing up any continuous study, in the midst of the eonfining and 
irregular engagements of a physician's Ufe, I particularly re^et two tilings ; that 
I wtis unable to make extensive comparjsons of our statistics with those of other 
plaoesi^ since it is by mjsans of such comparisons that these studies become most val- 
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liable, and that it was utterly impossible to give that unremitted attention to correct- 
ing the press, without which, some errors will inevitably occur, especially in a work 
containing so many tables and figures. These defects would have been better reme- 
died, if the work had not been begun so late, or if it had not been thought very im- 
portant that the Report be presented during this session of the General Assembly. 
For the same reason, the paging of the Tabular Abstract and that of the Report 
have been made distinct, (the latter beginning, it will be noticed, near the middle of 
the document with page 1) . By this means we have been able to have three or four 
compositors nearly all the time engaged on the work. This is a blemish, it must be 
owned, but without adopting the course which was taken, the Report could not have 
been printed till some weeks after the period when the Greneral Assembly will proba- 
bly adjourn. 

The preliminary tables have been prepared from the original returns, mostly by a 
young lady of this city, to whose industry, faithfulness, and great skill in the use of 
figures, I feel myself very much indebted. 

We must all regret that Dr. Webb could not write the second Report, with the 
advantage of practical experience added to his previously high qualifications. The 
former Report owed its value mostly to his industry and talent, aided by your mi- 
nute acquaintance with the subject, and untiring interest in all its parts. But he 
had been called to labor elsewhere, and I undertook this task only at your particular 
request, and with great doubts of success under all the disadvantageous circum- 
stances of inexperience, short time, and the pressure of other duties. 

In drawing inferences and lessons from the facts obtained by Registration, in 
regard to the all-important subject of Public Health, it became necessary to show 
that some places, and some classes of population, are less favorably situated than 
others, in the circumstances which promote long life and comfort, or which govern 
the prevalence of particular diseases. Any remarks of this kind are made with the 
single view of saying what appears to be true, liable to be corrected as facts become 
more numerous. We have never desired to strengthen any existing prejudice, or 
create a new one, but have been guided by a belief that the truth ought to be known, 
and that the adaptation of particular outward circumstances to . the human system 
can never be learned except by extensive, methodical, organized inquiry of this kind, 
1 remain, Mr. Chsdrman, 

Yours with high respect, 

OHAROIS W, PARSONS, 
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H Table 1L BIRTHS. JtJKB— December 1853, 

^m Exhibitm^ the number of each Sex horn in the several Comtties 
^H m each month ; also the number of Colored Childre^i inekided 
^H in the preceding' ; and the total number of White and Colored^ 
^H and the Nativity of the Parents. 






1^1 

H 




CoiTNTIItl. 1 


Colpr<^ ChUdrcn indu- 1 
ded in the preceding. | 


"5 
1 


i 


i2s 


IS 
E 


c 

1 


E o 




:S5 


1 

Is 


^H Jnne. 
H July, 

H Sept. 

H Oct. 

H Dec. 

■ Aggre- 
^^^ gate. 


Males, 

F'emales, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

JMaJes, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo. Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Mo, Totak, 

Totals, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


52 

66 

80 
70 
« • 

90 
75 

70 
76 

* ■ ' 

69 

71 

1 

76 
75 

* « 

64 
72 

490 

505 

1 


118 
150 
165 
146 
131 
150 
136 


7 
10 
13 

23 

6 
8 

m m 

14 
4 
7 

u 

5 

6 
1 
12 
3 
3 

m 9 

6 
8 
3 

m • 
11 


4 
4| 

8 

11 

4 

* * 

15 

3 

• • 

• ■ 

3 
2 
3 

6 
3 
3 

• ■ 

6 
2 
2 

• • 

4 
2 

1 

« ■ 

3 


2 

a 

5 
3 

« p 

'3 
5 
2 

■ « 
7' 
1 
1 

• • 

2 
1 

« ■ 

• ■ 
1 
3 
2 

m • 

5 
2 
2 


40 
55 

95 
54 
52 

106 
76 
65 

14X 
63 
65 

* m 

128 
49 
62 

* m 

111 
64 
68 

132 
54 
66 

120 


2 

1 
'3 

2 

1 

* « 

3 


1 
1 






1 

• « 

1 

♦ # 

1 
1 

♦ » 

2 

* * 

2 

' « 

1 
2 

» • 

1 

3 


996 


84 

40 

43 

I 1 


44 

27 
17 


25 

15 
10 

B P 


833 

400 
433 

■ • 


10 

8 
2 


2 
2 


1 

** 

1 




15 

7 

a 



^S53] ^^V^ BIRTHS. ^^^^H^ *I ^J 
H TABLE' IL BIRTHS. June— Dec. 1853, Continued, ^M 


^^tiaENTAOB. 


Fath. 


Moth 


BriatoL 


KenL 


Newport* 


Frovidence. 




Fa. 


Mo. 


Fa. 


Md. 


Fa. 


Mo. 


Fa. 


Mo. 


Fa. 1 Mo. 1 


r American, 

^■[Jiiknown, ' 
^■Totals, 


540 

437 

19 


533 

440 

23 


63 

17 
4 


68 

14 

2 


19 

20 

5 


15 
15 
14 


23 
1 
1 


23 

m m 

2 


426 
8 


419 

411 

3 


9 

* * 
1 


2 


996 


996 


84 


84 


44 


44 


25 


25 


833 


833 


10 


10 


r Coi^oE. 
^Hpolored^ 
TotaJa, 


978 
18 


978 
18 


82 
2 


82 
2 


43 
1 


43 
1 


25 


25 

■ « 


818 
15 


818 
15 


10 


10 


996 


996 


84 


84 


44 


44 


25 


25 


833 


833 


10 


10 


^B [SUFFLEMENT TO TABLE O.j ^^1 

H TWIN BIRTHS. June— December, 1853. ^M 

^B There were seven cases of twin births during theie seven months* One 
^Bn August, one in September, one in October, and four in November, The 
H^e in August consisted of two males, having Irish parents, and the father a 
^Taborer, The one in September consisted of one male and one femalej 
^having Irish parents, and the father also a laborer. The one in October 
Heonaisted of two females^ having Irish parents, and the father being a clerk. 
Hbf the four in November, two consisted of one male and one female, aU ha^- 
^Hpg Irish parents, and the father in botb cases being a laborer ; one consisted 
^Bf one male and one female, having American parents, and the father being 
^Bi printer, and the foutth consisted of two malc^j having American parents, 
^■pid the father a farmer. 

Six of these cases occurred in Providence County, and one only, the last 
^jaentioned, in the County of Washington. ^ 
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^^V Table UL MARRIAGES. June— December, 1853. 

^H Exkibiiing ike Nimiher solemntzmi in the several Counties in 
^H each mo7iih ; also the Nalivily and Color of Males and Fe- 
^H males. 


^H MONlHi. 


Whole 
5? amber. 


Bristol. 


Eflttt. 


Newport. 


Providence. 


Wasbmgton, 


^H June, 
H July, 
^1 August, 
^M September, 
^H October, 
^H KoTember, 
^H December, 
^H UiLknown, 

H TotaE, 


70 
67 
48 
74 
77 
78 

5a 
1 


3 

3 
4 
4 
9 
7 
5 


1 

2 
3 
5 
2 

4 

m * 


2 
5 
6 

5 
9 
7 
7 


60 
51 
33 
51 

50 

46 

38 

1 


4 
6 
2 
9 
7 

14 
B 

• • 


468 


35 


17 


41 


330 


45 


^H l^ATIYItT, 

^1 Amencan, 
^H Foreign, 
^H UDknown, 

H Totals 

^m CoLOK* 
H White, 
^M Colored, 


M. 


F, 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


319 

109 

40 


318 

110 

40 


29 

? 


31 
3 

1 


16 

1 


17 

• • 


30 
2 
9 


28 
4 
9 


202 
100 

28 


200 

102 

28 


42 

1 
2 


42 

1 
2 


468 


468 


35 


35 


17 


17 


41 


41 


330 


330 


45 


45 


46S 
5 


463 
5 


33 
2 


33 
2 


17 


17 

■ k 


38 
3 


38 
S 


330 

• • 


330 

• * 


45 


45 

• # 


468 


468 


85 


35 


17 


17 


41 


41 


880 


330 


45 


45 


j 
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DEATHS. 



Table JV. DEATHS. June— December, 1853. 

Exhibiting the nurnher of each Sex, in the several Counties, for 

each month. 





Sex. 




III 




COUNTY TOTALS. 




Months. 


Bridtol. 


Kent 


Newport 


Provi- 
dence. 


Wash- 
ington. 


June, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Both Sexes, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Both Sexes, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Both Sexes, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Both Sexes, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Both Sexes, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Both Sexes, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Both Sexes, 


47 
44 

1 




5 
5 
1 


2 
3 

• • 


1 

4 

» • 


38 
32 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 


. 




92 


11 


5 


5 


70 


1 


July, 


49 

48 

• • 




2 

1 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 


2 
1 

• • 


45 
43 

• • 


• • 
3 

• • 






97 


3 


• • 


3 


88 


3 


August, 


78 

95 

2 




11 

7 

• • 


1 
3 

• • 


4 

1 

• • 


62 

83 

2 


• • 
1 

• • 






175 


18 


4 


5 


147 


1 


September, 


63 

61 

2 




8 
5 
1 


3 

1 

• • 


8 
2 

• • 


47 

53 

1 


2 

• • 

• • 






126 


9 


4 


10 


101 


2 


October, 


51 

67 

• • 




3 

6 

• • 


3 

•• 

• • 


2 

4 

• • 


42 

56 

• • 


1 
1 

• • 




40 
45 

• • 


118 


9 


3 


6 


98 


2 


November, 




1 
8 

• • 


3 
2 

• • 


1 

• • 

• • 


32 
34 

• • 


3 

1 

• • 






85 


9 


5 


1 


66 


4 " 


December, 


44 
42 

• • 




3 
3 

• • 


2 

1 

• • 


3 

1 

• • 


86 
37 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 






86 





3 


4 


^ 1^ 


\ 
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Table IV. DEATHS. June — December, 1853. Continued. 





Sex. 




►• 




COUNTIES. 




Months. 


III 


Bristol. 


Kent. 


Newport 


Provi- 
dence. 


Wash- 
ington. 


Not stated. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Both Sexes, 

Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 

Totals, 


• • 
1 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 

• • 


• • 

• • 


• • 
1 

• • 


^ 


• • 

• • 

• • 






1 


• • 


• • 


1 


» 


• • 


Aggregate, 


372 

403 

5 


• • 

• • 

• • 


28 

35 

2 


14 
10 

• • 


^^^21 
14 

• • 


302 

338 

3 


7 
6 

• • 




780 


780 


65 


24 


35 


643 


13 



1H53. DEATHS. ^^V 11 

Table V. DEATHS, June— Decbmber, 1858. 

ExkiHting the number of each sex mho died at the sej>eral periods of life^ 
m ^ different Cotmtu$^ 



i 


AC15, 


Sex. 


^ S 


1,^ 


COUHTY ToTAia. 


a 

S 

H 

a. 


^1 tS'S 
^1 -^ 


Bris- 
tol 


Kent. 


New- ProYi 




1st. 


Under one, 

1 and under 2, 

2 and iioder 3, 

3 and under 4, 

4 and undfer 5, 
Under 5, 

5 and under 10, 
10 and under 15, 
15 and under 20, 

20 and under 30, 

i 


Males, 
Females, 

Unknown, 


S3 
55 

2 


t • « • 

'* • • 4 


3 

4 

1 


^ • + * 


2 


56 

51 

1 


2 




'F 4 + » 


* a a • 






Both Sexes » 


,..» 


120 


8 


a,a. 


2 


108 


2 


2/id. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


4€ 

56 
2 


- » • « 

■ tea 
9 » m w 


3 
3 
1 






36 

52 

1 


1 






1 














a a a » 






Both Sexes* 


tat* 


98 


7 






89 


2 






a a a • 




Srd. 


Males, 

Females, 
Unknown, 


24 
19 


,,,, 


1 


* a a . 




23 

18 




1 


aaaa 














' 






9 • a a 


■ a a a 






Both Sexes, 




43 


1 


1 


. • a a 


41 




4th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


7 
S 





1 








8 






























_ 


a * a a 


aaaa 






Both Sexes, 


* > • > 


' 16 


1 






14 


• •a • . 






p + a a 




6tti. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


7 
12 










7 
12 




































■ a a • 








Both Sexes, 


« • « B 


19 


' 




19 










a ■ • • 




6th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


141 

IdO 

4 


« a * i 

a • • a 
w ^ * * 


8 
7 


+ » a a 
1 


2 

I 4 a a 


128 

141 
2 


3 

1 




• a • a 


* * ' * 






Both Sexes, 


a ■ a « 


895 


17 


1 


2 


271 


4 


7fli. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


17 
16 


< « a a 


2 






14 
16 


1 
















. ... 






















Both Sexes, 


• • • • 


33 


S 


* • a a 


» a a a 


30 


1 


IStb. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


8 
8 

a 4 4 • 










7 
7 

. • a a 


1 




a • • a 
1' • * • 


1 

4 « * 4 










a a a a 


t a* 9 






Both Sexes, 


• • • V 


16 


1 


■ 4 * # 


• • a a 


14 


1 


9th. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


13 
14 


a • > * 
I * a a 

' • t i 


2 
3 

« • 4 4 


a • a a 


1 


10 
11 

4 a * * 






a a a • 


a a 4 t 






^th Sexes, 


■ > • ■ 


27 


6 


* a a • 


1 


21 




10th. 

i 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


41 
47 

• • » 4 


« « • a 1 
« V * • 
• • » • 


3 

2 

* a a a 


a a a a 

1 

4 «• a 


1 

2 

a « ■ • 


37 
39 

a a • a 


"T 


h 


Both Sexes, 


• ■ k • 


88 


5 


\ V 


\ ^ 


\n<» 


\ ^ 



H If Second registration report. 

1 Table V. DEATHS. June— December, 1S53, 


1853-51. 
CONTtNUBD. 




AOE9, 


'' e fc 


li 

S5 


CodNTY Tot A la. 




Sax. 


D.3 


BriB 
toL 


iLeiit- 


New* 
port. 


Provi] Wash- 
dcDce iiigton* 


H llth. 

■~ !2th. 
H 13th. 
■ Uth. 
I l&th., 
r^ 16th. 

H iSih. 
W I9th. 


ISO and under 40, 
40 and tinder 50, 
50 and under 60, 
60 and under 70, 
70 and under 60, 
80 and under 90, 
90 and under 100, 
Over 100^ 
Not stated. 
Aggregate. 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


38 
29 






3 

1 


2 
1 ' 


33 
2B 


■ ■ " ' 




1 


* 




• • ' 'r " 








Both Sexes, 


• V 4 « 


67 


I 


4 


3 


59 




Males, 

Females, 
Unknown, 


3i 
33 




2 
3 


2 
1 


1 


25 
29 




■ ■ * ' 




* ■ « 


' w * 


* ' ' * 






Both Sexes, 


m * * * 


64 


5 


3 


1 


54 


I 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


21 
17 




4 

1 


3 

» • • • 


2 
1 


12 

15 




' " ' 




■ ■ ■ 










Both Sexes, 


* « » * 


38 


5 


3 


3 


27 




MaleSj 

Females, 

Unknown, 


22 
28 




2 
3 


» * fl a 

3 


5 
1 


15 

18 

. . . « 


.... 


f^_^^. 




m m 




■ 


' 


Both Sexes, 


» ... 


50 


7 


3 


6 


33 


» 


Males, 

Females, 

Utdcnown, 


26 
25 




2 
5 


5 
1 


6 
2 


12 
17 


1 

■ * « • 








- • * * 




" 




Both Sexes, 


w m 4 * 

6 

18 


51 


7 


6 


8 


2^* 
9 


1 

• • « • 

1 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 




1 
3 


....---- 


i 














Both Sexes, 


* ■ ■ « 


24 


4 




6 


13 


1 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 
















7 

* « • • 




4 






3 


* « « « 
• > « • 






Both Sexes, 


■ « ■ • 


7 


4 






3 


« « * • 






Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 






























« * t * 




« « > a 






t t * * 


• « « « 


Both Sexes, 




















" * * 










Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


6 

li 

1 




2 


1 
8 


"2' 


5 
7 

1 


* * m * 

• * » « 








k V • » 


' * * 




Both Sexes, 


.... 


20 


2 


3 


2 


13 


• * • • 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


5 




28 

35 

8 


14 
10 


21 
14 


302 

338 

3 


7 
6 

■ « « • 


' ' 




Both SexsB, 


780 


780 


65 


24 


35 


643 


13 
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Table IX. OCCUPATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE AGE AT 
DEATH. June— December, 1853. 

EicMHHng /Ae Occupation {when ascertained) of those who died at antf age 
over Twenty years ; and the aggregate and average age of each class. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



1 . A&EI CULTURi ST S J - 



2. Labdeees, ( 



3, Manufactueers. 
Spinners, . . • , . 
Weaver,- 

Totals, 



4. Mechanics AND Artisans, 
Cabinet Manufacturers,, . 

Carpenters, . . . . < 

Canrbge Trimmer, . - . - 

Cord wain ers, • . # 

Machinists, • 

Masons, 

Mechanic, 

Moulder, - . 

Painters,,. , 

Ship Carpenter,. *»*.*- + 

Stone Mason, 

TailoTSj 



Totals, , 



Merchants^Traders, &c. 

Accountants^ - . . 

Clothier, 

Hardware Dealer,* 

Merchants,- • 

Merchant Tailor, » 

Pedlers,.. 

Store -keepers, t 

Tall ow-cl land ler, 

Totals, . - * , 



4 3 

8 4 



S 



E 



S "2 



2(>1215 



37 



2 
10 
1 
4 
3 
4 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 



1478 

64 
33 



33 



14 



139 

454 
24 

215 
60 

148 
25 
76 

104 
73 
53 

139 



1609 



143 
32 
52 

,171 
71 
86. 

139 
75 



768 



60.75 
39,94 



32, 
33. 



32.33 



69,5 

45.4 

24. 

53.75 

30. 

37. 

25. 

75. 

34.66 

73. 

5i}. 

46,33 



45.72 



47.33 

32. 

52. 

57. 

71. 

43, 

69.5 

75. 



54.85 
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Table IX. 



OCCUPATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE AGE AT 
DEATH. June — December, 1853. Continued. 





A^m^ 




1^ 




OCCUPATIONS. 
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s 


8 

i 
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s 


1» 
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CO 
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6. Learned Occupations. 
Attorney at Law. •••••• 




1 


■ * 


« . 


1 


• > 

1 


. 9 
* V 
4 • 


.» 




33 

60 
42 

77 
35 


33. 


Ex-Marshal of R. I .... 




60. 


Musician, •• • 






1 


'* 


42. 


Notary Public, • 






77. 


Physician, 




i 


• , 


* * 


m 4- 


35. 


Totals, 




2 
2 

1 


1 

5 


1 


1 

i 


1 
1 

* • 

I 

m m 


■ * 


\m m 

• • 
■ • 


5 

10 


247 
443 

36 
128 
60 
45 
55 
25 


J 49.4 
44.3 

36. 
64 


7. Seafaring Men, 

8. Miscellaneous. 
Broker, 


1 


Butchers, • 




Gentleman, 








60 


Life Insurance Agent,. . 
Teamer, 




• * 


1 


• * 

1 


45. 
55. 
25. 


Waiter. . . 


1 


. • 


• • 




Totals, 


1 

1 
1 

2 


1 
1 

• i 

• • 


1 

m • 
♦ • 

■ V 

1 


2 


1 
i 

- * 


1 


1 

1 

V * 
■ • 


1 


2 
3 
2 
1 
2 


349 

60 

206 

150 

46 

44 


49 85 


9. Females. 

Domestics. .•••• 


3d 


House-keepers, 

Nurses, 


68.66 
75 


Seamstress, 


46 


W^eavers. •••.. 


22 






Totals, 


4 


1 


1, 




1 




2 


1 


10 


506 


50.6 



AgriculturiBts, 

Laborers, » , • 

Manufacturers, 

Mechanics and Artisans, 
Merchants, Traders, &c, 
Leamctl Occupations^ # . 

7. Seafaring Men, . • * . « • 

8. Miscellaneous, 

Grand Totals 



RECAPITULATION 

7 



9, Females, * .,. ■ 4 



21 



30 



27 



14 



16 



19 



20 

37 

3 

33 

14 

5 

10 

7 



1215 

1478 

97 

1509 
768 
247 
443 
349 



1296106 
10 506 



60.75 
39.94 
32.33 

45.72 
54.85 
49.4 
44.3 

49.85 



47,33 
50,6 
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Supplement to Tables on Occupation. 

The occupations of seven persons under twenty years of age are speci- 
fied. They are as follows : 

One clerk, aged 19, died of cholera morbus. Five laborers, one aged 
11, one aged 16, two aged 17, and one aged 18; giving an average of 
15.80. They died, one from inflammation of the brain, one from dysen- 
tery, and three from fever, (typhoid or typhus.) 

One student died at the age of 19, the disease unspecified. 
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Table IL BIRTHS IN 1854, 

Exhibiting the number of each Sex born in the several Counties 
in each month ; also ike number of Colored Children included ^ 
in the preceding' ; and the total number of White and Coloredd 
and the Nativity of the Parents* 
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Table IV. MARRIAGES IN 1864. 

Exhibitififf the number solemnized in the several Counties in ea^h 
month; also, the Nativity and Color of Males and Females. 
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Table V. MARRIAGES IN 1854. 

Exhibiting the ages of parties marriech 













AGES 


OP WOMEN. 










AGES OF MEN. 


D 


2 


2 






4 

B 


B 


B 


CO 

B 


i 


I 


Under 20 


27 

150 

44 

9 

1 
2 


11 
162 
118 


1 
22 
41 
















39 


20 to 25 


6 

7 

12 

9 

7 
4 












2 
4 
2 

1 
1 


342 

217 


25 to 30' 


3 
3 

7 
4 
3 

8 










30 to 35 


29; 27 
10 11 


2 
2 
2 
2 
1 


3 






83 


35 to 40 






42 


40 to 45 


5 
3 
1 


1 






23 
14 


45 to 50 






50 to 55 




2 








15 


55 to 60 










4 


60 to 65 










1 
2 






5 


65 to 70 










1 


8 
1 


70 to 75 




• • • • 




TTnKTinw^n . . . • 


1 


9 














251 


254 








• • • • 




• • • • 


• • • • 




• • • • 


Totals, 


234 


341 


105 


47 


29 


15 
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3 


261 


1047 



[This Table is easily read after a little examination. Thus, twenty-seven 
men under 20 married women under 20 ; one hundred and fifty men from 
20 to 25 married women under 20 ; forty-four men from 25 to 30 mamed 
women under 20, &c. The line and column of totals show that two hundred 
and thirty-four women, and thirty-nine men, were married under the age 
of 20, &c.] 
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Table VI. DEATHS, 1854. 
Exhibiting the number of each Sex, in. the several Counties, for each 

month. 



j ^ o i .5* . COUNTY TOTALS. 




Months. | Sex. 
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Bristol. 


Kent. 
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Provi- 
dence. 


Wash- 
ington. 


January, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 
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1 
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46 
1 




Both Sexes, 


••••1 108| 10 


7 1 5 
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Males, 
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48| 1 6 

....| ' 


3 3 
3 2 
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64 1 3 
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April, 
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...... 
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1 
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4 
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2 ' 
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13 
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...... 
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13 
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2 
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1 














Both Sexes, .... 
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289 
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September, 


Males, 102 
Females, j 108 
Unknown, 1 1 
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3 
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6 
6 


87 
98 


1 
2 




Both Sexes, .... 


211 


7 


4 


12 
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-r. 


Males, . 53 

'«»nale8, i 73 

««n. i 1 
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1 
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4 
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1 
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*» 1 














• • • 
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I ^ 
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Table VI. DEATHS, 1854. Continued. 






— ■ ■ 


^1 


Monthly '. 

State 

Totals. 





COUNTY TOTALS. 


Months. 


Sex. 


Bristol. 


Kent. 


Newport 


Provi- 
dence. 


Wash- 
ington. 


November, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


41 
65 




3 
2 


1 
7 


3 
2 


34 
53 


...... 




• • • • 
















Both Sexes, 


• • • • 


106 


5 


8 


5 


87 


1 


December, 


Males , 

Females, 

Unknown. 


46 
53 

1 




6 
5 


3 
2 


4 
6 


32 
37 

1 


1 

3 


















Both Sexes, 


• • . • 


100 


11 


5 


10 


70 


4 


Not stated, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


















2 

• • • 






2 






































Both Sexes, 


: 2 




2 
















Aggregate, 


Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 


819 

888 

13 




47 
64 


33 

47 
2 


55 

55 

3 


676 
705 

8 


8 
17 












Totals, 


• • . . 


1720 


111 


82 


113 


1389 


25 
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Exhibiting the number of each sex who died at the several periods of life^ 
" in the different Counties. 



AOES. 



1:2 6lS5 



County Totals. 



tol. 



1st. Under one. 



2nd.. II and under 2, 



3rd. j2 and under 3, 



4th. i3 and under 4, 



5th. J4 and under 5, 



6th. jUnder 5, 



7th. 5 and under 10, 



.Males, 

Females, 

Unknown, 



llli. 
121i. 



8 



Kent. 

1 
I 



I Xcw- , ''rovi- Wash- 
' port, donor ington. 



2 102 

2 .108 I 2 
1 I 2 ' 



jJioth Sexes, 

Males, 
Females, 
Unknown, j 
Both Sexes, ^ 

Males, 

i Females, | 

i Unknown. ■ 



2:i6 14 :i 



9LV 

81] 



1S5 



jBoth Sexes, 



I Males, 
I Females, 
I Unknown, 



8I>; 
3(i| 

i' 

"30; 

27; 
2l 



5 212 

T""i7r" 

1 77 I 
i_ 1 ;, 

2" j" 35~ " 



, , , ; 


1 


1 


• • • . 


I 


76 2 


1 


4 ()<) 


....i 2 i 
' 3 


:::: 


1 ! 27 : 

••••' 24 i 



8th. 



10 and under 15, 



9th. 1 15 and under 20, 

i 



lOth. 



20 and under 30, 



Both Sexes, 


. .. . 


59 


5 




2 


52 




Males, 
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SECOND REGISTRATION REPORT 



[1853-54. 



Table XI, OCCUPATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE AGE AT 

DEATH, 1854. 

Exhihiting the Occupation {whm ascertained) of those -who died at any age 
over Tmmttt^ years ; and the aggregate and av&rage age of each class. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



1. AgbicttlturIsts, . 

2. Laiohehs, ,.*«.. 



3, MANtTFACTUEEES. 

Bngineeis, 

Operatives, i • < > 

Totals, 



4 » Mechan ics ai*d Arti s aks. 

Blacksmiths, • * 

Block-printer, * - 

Cabinet Makers, . - . * . • 

Carpenters, • 

Cigar- maker, - • - 

(hooper, . « - . • i - 

Engravera, 

Hatters, ,.,..*.. 

Jewellers,, .* 

Machinists,. #.•*-* 

Masons^ . . . , , • . , 

MechaDicB,! « « 

Melteia^ * . • . * 

Miner, > « . . 

Painters, ... ,<........ 

Printers,. 

Rope-maker, » * i • i • ■ • « > 

Saddier, *,...*..... 

Shoe-maker, ... * 

Stone-cutters, , * 

Tailers, +, ** -. •. - 

Tin-plate worker, * 

Totals, 



B 



g 



S ? 



32 



5, Merchai?ts,Teai>eeSs&c. 
Accountants, .......... 

Druggist, **.....-.... 



22 



11 



15 



^ 



" a. 









48 



96 



3078 
3692 



1 

2 

12 

1 
1 
3 
3 
3 
11 



1 



106 
147 



64.12 
38.46 



53, 
3G,75 



253 



237 

28' 

78 

632 

25 

55 

171 

127 

119 

406 

183 

4| 152 

115 

45 

91 

113 

27 

44 

70 

51 

4| 163 

36 



662868 



4 161 



1 



42 J7 



59.25 

28. 

39. 

43^33 

25. 

55. 

57. 

42.33 

39.67 

36.91 

61, 

38, 

38.3S 

45, 

30.33 

37.67 

27. 

44. 

70. 

25.50 

40.75 

36. 



42.18 



40.25 
38. 
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Table DL OCCUPATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH THE AGE AT 
DEATH, 1854. Continued. 
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OCCUPATIONS. 
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go 
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Grocer. •*«<•«>■«>•«»< 




1 


1 


2 

> * 


1 

3 

1 


4 * 

•• 


f 9 


* 4 


2 

2^ 

2 

1 


95 
1327 

U4 


47.50 


MerchanU aod Traders, 
Pedlers-. ^ »** * * * t * t ^ * * * 


2 


57,70 
57 


Shnf»- rip fillet; *..*-^-^-^- 






45 




' 




1^ 




Totals 


4 


8 


8 


2 


5 


6 




i 

4 ■ 

4 4 

• « 

4 4 
t 4 


35^t77f; 


50 71 


6. Learned Occietpations. 


1 

1 
1 
1 
5 
2 
1 
2 
1 


62 
97 
55 
58 
210 
83 
40 
97 
21 


liS 


f jitv TiY^ju^iirfr ......... 










97. 
55. 
58. 
42. 


Clerk of Clerk 








1 
1 

1 

• • 

• * 






:: 

* * 

m • 


TiI'Hd'jP' .. .. .x^.^.^.^. 








Lawyers, * * ***^,^*^*» 




3 


4 A 


Muaicifin^ .a.^. ..>.>.> 




41 60 


Mii'^ic Tpiichpr ........ 






40 


Phv<lif IflTVH .. .. ...... 






48.50 
21 


Student ' 


1 


• ■ 






Totals m t, m , m, ., .* . 


1 
4 
5 
4 


3 
2 
2 
4 


6 
2 
4 


3 
1 

3 

1 


1 i 

2 
1 


1 
2 
4 


• 4 

1 


1 
1 

• a 


15' 7*2!* 


48 20 


7. Seafaring Men, 

8. Miscellaneous, 

9- Fbmales. •• 


11 

19 
14 


460 
910 
659 


41.83 
47.89 
47.07 



RECAPITULATION. 



1. Agriculturists, . • • • • • « 

2. Laborers, 

3. Manufacturers, . . . • . . • 

4. Mechanics and Artisans,* 

5. Merchants, Traders, &c.. 

6. Learned Occupations,. •• 

7. Seafaring Men, 

8. Miscellaneous, 

Grand Totals, 



9. Females, 



3 


3 


1 


7 


13 


17 


3 




48 


3078 


29 


29 


22j 6 


4 


4 


2 


, t- 


96 


3692 


1 


2 


2 .. 


. 4 


I 


4 » 


4 * 


6 


253 


22 


11 


15 8 


4 


5 


3 


4 P 


68 


2868 


4 


8 


8 2 


5 


8 


4 4 


, , 


35 


1775 


1 


3 


6> 3 


1 


• » 


■• 




15 


723 


4 


2 


21 1 


• 4 


1 


.. 




11 


460 


5 


2 


41 3 


2 


3 


1 


4 4 


19 


910 


69 


60 


60 


30 


29 


38 


9 


3 


298 


13759 


4 


4 


A f 


1 


1 


4 


4 • 


4 4 


14 


659 



64.12 
38.46 
42.17 
42.18 
50.71 
48.20 
41.82 
47.89 
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SUPPLEMENT TO T.iBLES ON OCCTJPATIOJvS. 

Ths^ " T^UaoEi^AKsov^j** in the l^^t Table were m^ MIdwb x A baker died of apoplexy,, 
tkrae brakemea hj aocidraii, one oashier of consiuiiptiQn aod one of hi3urt diseaae, n ooai- 
Ibotkuier of cholera, a cook of heart disease, & drajmaa of disease of the throat , & hoetis? 
of oansamptioiij a hotel-keeper of pleiirisy, a foiiner kaeper of a^lum of iipopleaty, aji 
QjstBrmQH of Ijpboid fever, two teamei's of coiMiuiiptTot^j. a tobftoconlst of consmiipti(mj 
BSBith&t of oM age, a tmdanan of pnenmoimw 

The Females in the last Tihle wepft as fbUows i tiro (treesi-makera died of cajicer, tvo 
of ooQ^umptioD, one of dropsy, one houj^^keeper of opoplfiij, two of consumption j one of 
f«Ter^ one of old age, two houss-maida of conatimptlfmr tMe laborer of cholera , and one 
niirAe of poison. 

^e oecupationB of nine males and ib^u females who died under SO years of e^ fti«- 
glven : One carpenter died of conBumpUon, aged 18; two clerks of eholera, eiKsh aged 16; 
one /fanner^ of dropny, aged 16; one jeweller of conanraption, aged 19; tour Iab0i«f8|. 
one of oholera morbns, two of ooneninptioni one of pleurisy, the ages of twn being 18,, of 
two 19. Average age of these males, 17*67* The fbur females died, one at 19, of caa- 
Biiisption, u honac^-keeper; one at 18, of cholera, a laborer; one at 14» of dn>piy» a servant; 
and one at 18, of dysentery, a tailoress. Their average age was 17* 25. 



NOTE TO THE TABLES. 

The Tables are almost unifbrmly framed on the same plan as in the First Beglstrati^ 
Eeport In 1854, a new table to show the Ages of Pei^ons Married i& introdnceil 
[Table T,] 

The following change might lead to eonfii^ion in comparing the two Beporte. In the 
First Beport, the table on causes of death, headed CiASSiPiCATioif and PEttCEwvAGK, [pp. 
26-Sl], showed, in its five rlghtrhand colnmusj in the second line, what proporiion of all 
deatka from sptx^ified eanseg occurred in each several county. It then compaiea the mor- 
tality of each county by each elaaa of causes, with the whole mortahty of the StaU^ <(ieatliB 
from unspecified causes being excluded)* Thus by Unc third of the extreme rigbt^lwwid 
column of that table, it appears that the deatha by Zymotib Diseases in Bristol County 
were L246 percent, of aU the deaths in the State from all specified causes* In oua' preseat 
tables, the deatha from each class of causes, and each several cause, in each county are com- 
pared with the whole number of deaths i?i that county; so that we leam for each county hj 
itself, as well as for the whole Statc^ what is the proportionate destmctiveneBS of eadt 
different cause. The deaths from unspecified causes are still excluded as befbre. Thus in 
the tAble for J,une--I»ocember, 1853» by line third of the column on the extreme right, it 
appears that tbe deaths from Zymotic Diseases in Bristol County were 21 ,951 per cent- of fill 
the deaths in that county. And by ninning down the same column, the reader may learti 
what fractional part of all the mortality of Bristol County was prodnoed by qach sercwl 
disease, or other cause of death, and so of every ether coutnty. 




i 

] 

U 

H 



The returua show some degree of impTovement, though not so much aa 
tnight have been reasooably expected. The last seven months of 1853 
being a fractional period, it is not strange that records were not so full for 
those months. Let us compare the returns for the year 1854 with those in 
the First Report. Th© population of the towns that made returns of Births 
in the First Registration Report amounted to 96,373, for the year 1854, 
114,448. In regard to Marriages, the Represented Population, — ^to borrow 
a convenient designation used by Dr. Webh,— was, in the First Report, 
;!135,670, and in 1854, 135,497, (a slight falliiig off); in regard to Deaths, 
it was in the First Report, 118,722, and In 1854, 125,422. The falling off 
in regard to Marriages was in Providence county* The whole improvement 
in regard to Births is in Providence county, and indeed the Represented 
Population, in regard to both Births and Deaths, of both Newport and Wash- 
ington counties was less in the returns for 1854 than in the First Report. 

The particular Towns that failed to report Births, Marriages and Deaths 
through their respective Town Clerks, for either part of our present record, 
will be indicated as follows.* 

Barrington, 2. Warreti, 1, West Greenwichj 1, 4, Warwick, 1, 2, 3. 
amestown, 1, 2, 3. New Shoreham, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. Tiverton, 1, 3, 4, 6, 
Bnrrillville, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. Cranston, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. Cumherlaud, 2, 
Foster, 1, 2, 3, 4, Glocester, 1, 3, 4, 6. Johnston, 1, 3, 3, 4, 5. North 



1*1* Made no return of Btrtha for June^December 1853^ 

2. " ** *' '^ MarriagCH " *' 

3. " " ** *' DeutUa *■ ^' ** 
** »^ ** " Birtha for 1S54. 
u fi it n Mamaeea ** 
•* " '* " Deaths *« 
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Providence, 1, 3. Seitiiaie, 1* Exeter, 1, By 4, 6. Hopkimon, 1. North 
Kingstown, 1, 3, 4. South Kingstown, 1, 2, 3, 4, 6. Richmond, 1, 4. 
Westerly, 3. 

It must he understood that sometimes an event occurring in one town is 
recorded in another town. AU such facts htvve been put to the credit of the 
town in which liiey occurred, in making up the Tables, and the necessity 
of separating them has added much to the labor of preparing these Tables, 
For instance, a number of Deaths occurring in Cranston wore reported from 
Providence, but as Cnmston made no report of Deaths through her owa 
officers, her inhabitants ate not incli*ded with the Represented Population, 

Others who know the population of diffcreut pails of the State better thar> 
myself can better judge of the reasons of this great deficiency in the return% 
and the best means of improvit>g theni* The most obvious reason is, the 
want of interest in the object, and ignorance of the uses of a rogistrarion 
system. The system caanot show its value in a community till it has be* 
come generally adopted, and this very fact must retard its being generally 
adopted. The manifest want of understanding of its valire led the comnait- 
tee of the Medical Society lo advise that some remarks on the general sub- 
ject be introduced into this Report, and they wil! be found at its con-^ 
elusion. 

The Town-Clerks have the best opportunity to learn the particular work- 
ings of the law in all parts of the State, and some of them, in accordance 
with a request of the Secretary of State, have written letters to him, giving 
their views, and throwing a great deal of light on the circumstances tbat 
impair the completeness of the registry. Copious extracts from these letters 
to the Secretary of State will be introduced. We hope their observations 
will receive the careful attention of the General Assembly, and of other 
readers, and that such letters will be written more frequently, and more «l 
length. 

Before introdueing these Extracts from Letters of Town Clerks, I will 
mention a very few points, bearhig on the difficulties in the way of obtain* 
ing perfect returns, which came to my notice in conversing with physic iaos 
from the country. Some complain that the law requires them to expose 
their private business. It is astonishing that any member of a liberal pro- 
fession can make such an excuse for nqt doing his part m adding to useful 
practical knowledge, Uie commmiili^ Itm a paramount right to information 
which affects its dearest interests, — information of the causes of death, the 
rate of mortality, and everything which may lead to means of prevention. 

Some physicians have :i practice running into several towns, and would 
have to communieute with every Town-Clerk within their circuit-^ once n 
month, if they obeyed the law strictly, and lost patients so of\en. Tliis 
would perhaps be con side mble trouble, and might involve expense, without 
any pecunii.ry recompense. I know that this circuniJ^tance has had effect 
with some well-disposed Physicians, If the Secretary of State were i! wthor. 
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ised to distribute, with the several kinds of blanka, stamped envelopes ad- 
dressed to '' Tl>e Town Clerk of -^,^' it might help to remove thia 

difllculfy. 

I am sorry to believe that among some persons belongiiig to those classes 
to which duties arc assigned under the Registration law, there is a disposi- 
tion to break the law down by neglecting its requirements, and tlius giving 
it no ehance to become ysefid. During the first week that I was eniragcd 
on these returns, on the same day^ 1 conversed with two highly respectable 
physicians. One resides in Glocester ; he said he had pi*epared returns of 
all Biilhs in his practice since 1850^ hut had not put them in a way to reach 
the proper authorities, because otlier physicians told him they should not de 
«€, and hoped he would not. The other has an extensive pmctice, partly in 
Soutli Kingstown, and had once carried a list of births to the late Town-Clerk, 
The Town-Cierk toM him this was the only return of the kind he bad re- 
xieived, and adpised the Doctor not to hand in the return. The list was 
brought to the proper officer, whose duty it was to record it and send it to 
tlie Secretary of State ; for doing this he would have been entitled to ten 
cents for each birth, but he stood directly in the way of the law which he 
^^nras appointed to aid in executing I 

I 

B March 28, 1855. 

Only two physicians out of eleven have made tne returns, yet I have 

Iaken pauis to see some of them, and request full returns. There is only 
me whose statement is full, I sent to all the clergymen I knew copies of 
ha Act, requesting returnsj but they are not full by any means, 
SAMUEL W. CLARKE. 
Warwick* 
Deeember 10, 1S55. 
Your circular, bearing date 30th, ultimo, in relation to Births, &c., is at 
id. In reply, 1 will state that my fees for last year amount in the gross 
aeven and a half dollars. Our town has about eleven hundred voters, 
id is six miles by nine in area, thickly populated* I cannot ohtairt a prop- 
person to " visit each and every family therein, and procure personally 
he facts required," for four times the amount of my fees. 1 will lay your 
ircular hefore the Council, and sec if they will pay such a person for do- 
g the service required, but entertain no hope that they will do it. But if 
you will forward to me instructions to employ such a person at the expense 
of the State, I will then see that it is fully attended to. 

Most of the physicians of this town utterly refuse to make the returns. 
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asBerting that ibe making of them ia an expogitlon of their private basii^ess 
affairs, to which the State ^ or any person is oot entitled, 

I exerted myself last year to obtain tbe whole facts, asking for and re- 
ceiving from the then Secretary of State an e^ctension of the time for the 
purpose i but preeume I did not gel one half the facts. 

SAMUEL W. CLARKE. 



Jamestown, 

January 12, 185&i 

The reason for not making the required returns to you In June last Wat 
that no returns were made to this office of either a Birthj Marriage or Death 
prior to that time. 

After receiving your note of the SOth November last^ I gave some con- 
Biderable time and attention to the suhject, cither calling upon or addressing 
by note every family where a Birth, Marriage or Death has occurred ; re- 
spectfully soliciting them to make returns, or cause them to be made ; and 
I am happy to say that in every case, with one exception, that of a Birth, 
the request has been responded to. I have posted up in two public places 
printed copies of the late act, and have no hesitation in saying that it meets 
the approbation of all our good citizens, whose influence will ere long c-ause 
full and perfect returns to be made agreeably to law. 

By request, I beg leave to state that in our earliest though somew^hal 
mutilated I'ecords, I find notices of Births a^ early as 1698, Marriages, 1689, 
Deaths, 1699 ; and from that time to the present, many families have 
caused records of Births, Marriages and Deaths to be made in this office. 

JOHN E. WATSON, 

Little Comptonj 

April 10, 1855. 

My apology for not nlaking my returns, according to the requirements 
of law, on February iM, must be impaired health, and not a feeling that the 
matter is unimportant and may be delayed at pleasure. I have derived new 
ideas from the First Registration Jleport, The subject of genealogies half 
been my favorite study for nearly thirty years. 

Our Town is small ; about 1460 inhabitants ; and its extent ^bont two 
and a half miles from the centre ; so that 1 have been able for about fifteen 
years to mcord all Marriages, Births and Deaths, very soon after they oc- 
curred, and sometimes the same day. 

You inquire if records have been kept of Births, Marriages and Deaths 
heretofore, and at how early a period, and what is the present condition of 
those records ? 

The Town of Little Compton was iucorporated about 16B0, about four 
years after the termination of Philip^s War. The date of the first Town- 
Meeting after its incorporation is June 19, 1682. Three other TownnMeet- 
ings were held successively, the last one, January 26, 1683 ; the record is 
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then silent until December 11, 169(k The Becord ia then coeitinued to the 
present time. I suppose that in the Interval in which nothing is recorded, 
die Town held its meetings as usual, and the probabilifr is, that the records 
wejfc made on loose pieces of paper or small manuscripts, before a regular 
book was procured in which to record the previous and later proceedings 
of the Town in Town meetings, and that these loose pieces of paper were 
scattered and lost before they were transcribed in the Hecord-Book, 

That Kecord is nearly or quite legible, but is almost entirely out of the 
indiog, Oue half of it is devoted to the purpose aforesaid ; and then the 
Book is turned around, and the rest devoted to Marriages-^ Births and Deaths, 
The first Marriage recorded is August 22, 1695, and the Marriages continue 
lown to the present time with regularity* The Births from 1680 are also 
continued widi a good degree of particularity* There are but few Deaths 
recorded. The Deatlas of the aged parents, who accompanied the Proprie- 
tors of the- Town, and died here, are recorded altnost without exception. 

The Proprietors* Record, which is of an earlier date than the former, 
;ommencing with the second session of the General Court at Plymoutli, 
une^ 1673, is in a good degree of preservation. 
I iirst became acquainted with the state of our Records in 1830, and from 
t time resolved, if it was in my power, to transcribe them, as T knew 
lai the lapse of a few years would render them illegible. In 1840, 1 was 
ppointed to the office of Town- Clerk, and the Records came into my pos- 
session ; and 1 transcribed them in 1842. Those persons who have had 
occasion to consult the Records, and who are extensively acquainted with 
^—Becords in similar offices, have been constrained to acknowledge that tbey 
^■niow of none so fair and intelligible. 

^B There are three Ministers in our Town, who are all, 1 think, favorable to 
^Pthe law, and make returns in conformity to it. These are all the Ministers 
in town. 

Two PhysieianB, who are favorably disposed. One has been here but a 
few months. These are all that are in the town. 

So long as 1 occupy my present station, and am in health, 1 will endeavor 
to have the returns punctual and full from Little Com p ton ; though 1 consider 
that I am hut half paid for the service. The Registry act allows but ten 
pents, the price paid for recording, without making return, 1 trust the Leg- 
slature will take the subject of remunerating the Town-Clerks into consid- 
Biution, and at least allow them a reasonable compensation for their ser- 
ices, — a livmg price. 

OTIS WILBOR, 



TlVEHTOW. 

January 22, 1B55. 
Well, the new Registratioji Act went into effect the 1st January, 1855, 
and there will be a few more returns than under the old law ; hut as to 
Dbtaining full returns, it will be far from it. The members fTom ^^^ co\m.\r^ 
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towns in the Legislature ought to have known that parents would not go to 
the trouble of going or sending to the Town-Cltfrk'a office, within ten days 
after tlio birth of a child, to make return. Why, this town is over 12 mile^s 
long, and tlie clerk^s office is from 6 to 7 miles from the extremes. When 
in 1853^ it became time to make my returns to the Secretary, I found I had 
but verjf ^ew returns made to me. ! then adopted this course, — 1 took my 
horse and carriage, and went about and collected the information. But ten 
cents will not pay for bo doing. Yet that is the way, and the only way, in 
which correct and full returns can be had. Let an Act be passed, directing 
the Town-Clerks in each Town, by themsehes or deputy appointed for that 
purpose, to collect, record and return the Births, &c., 6^e,, as now Tequii^^J 
by the Act, and pay them a fair compDnsation, say 20 cents for each, and 
you will get full returns. I do not think that 20 cents w ill be too much in 
country towns, In cities and compact places, a less sum would pay. 

ASA GRAY. 

Smithfield. 

January 31, 1855. 

Tlie number of Births and Deatlis recorded is veiy small, and 1 almost 
despair of being able in future to get many returns of Births and Deaths, 
unless some, person is appointed to visit each family in the town and obtain 
the necessary information. Perhaps this service might be performed once 
a year, by the Collector of Taxes, as thoi^oiighly and economically as in 
any way, if authorized by law. 

All the copies of the late Registration Act have been posted up and dis- 
tributed ; and nearly all the Registration Reports, With many of the blank 
forms of returns have also been distributed. 

No Clergyman, Physician, Coroner, Undertaker, of Clerk of the Society 
of Friends, has yet forwarded his name and residence for record. 

I hope that fuller returns may be made in future. 

STAFFORD MANN. 

Cbarlestown. 

January 12, 1855. 

In regard to births, there has not in a single instance been a return vol* 
untardy made by the parents of the child. In every case, for two yeais 
past, where the parent is named as informant, the information has been 
obtained through my own solicitation ; hence I infer that there have been a 
number of birtihs m this town that have never been returned. Of mar- 
riages, I think it quite probable that about all which have been consum- 
mated in this town of late, have been returned. 

Of deaths, there is quite an uncertainty about the fullness of the returns. 
One physician has made returns of all deatlis that have occurred in Mi 
practice, according to law. Other deaths have probably occurred where 
the victim was not m the hands of any physician 5 therefore it is very un- 
certain whether all have been returned. 
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1 hete close, hoping that the community will hereafter see the iraportance 
of a moro perfect registration, 

» CHARLES CROSS- 

EXETEE* 
February 1, 1855. 
We are necessarily obliged to make our relurns very imperfect this year, 
^^as in our previous report,) owing la the delinquency of parents » physicians, 
^BBd friends. The only physician resident in this town, made returns of 
the births where he was called in attendance, previously to June 1, 1853 ; 
^^but since that time he has failed to do so. There never have been any re- 
^hurus of dcatlis made in this town, since the enactment of the law, nor of 
^oirths by parents. We think it will not be attended to, until some person 
suflbrs the penalty of the statute, and then people will open their eyes to 
their duty and fulfil the requirements of the law. 

We hope in our future returns to be able to give a full and perfect report 
of the births, marriages, and deaths which may occur in this town ; and 
also hope tliat Exeter will not fall in the rear, in proportion to the number 

Kf inhabitants, especially in the two former* 
THOMAS PHILLIPS. 
HOFKINTON* 
January 22, 1854, 
I feel well satisfied with the law respecting marriages ; but as to births^ 
I think the law is not applicable to tlie case* I think births have not been 
®o well recorded as they were under the old law in our town. I havo 
talked with our physicians about it, and they say tliat they cannot make 
returns conveniently of the births where they attend, the child not having 
any name for months afterward, and J see no use in recording the birth of 
child until it has a name. It seems to me that the parents are the proper 
ersons to attend to that necessary thing. Let tlie obligation be on them, 
and them only, and put a fine large enough to move them, and put the law 
in force upon all who neglect, and in a little while 1 think the people would 
learn to attend to it. But as it is, it is^ hard for me to believe that it wi!l 
ever he done as it ought to be, 

C. C. LEWIS, 

SoiTTH KlKGSTOWW, 

January 25, 1855, 
The hlanks sent to this office from the office of tlie Secretary of State 
ave been faithfully distributed ; but little attention is paid to them by any 
[cept the ministers* I l^elicve most of the marriages that lake place are 
gistered. 

POWELL HELME. 
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The returns of Birtlia, Marriages aod Deatha are of little use, for 
any purposes of general and comparative study, unless in connection 
with the census oi' population. The facta of family and individaal 
history which form our immediate subject must be considered under 
different classifications, particularly as they present themselves in dif- 
ferent parts of the State, in persons of different sex and nativity, in the 
several parts of the year, and at various periods of life. To mate any 
comparisons useful, we must know the whole number of those living in 
the State^ in each region that we examine, of each sex and nativity, at 
the various ages of life, &c. In our present inquiry we have to take 
these iacta from the census of 1850 ; and the few statements to le 
made under this head are mostly drawn from the original returns of 
that census, from the prinred volume containing its results, and the 
excellent Compendium by J. D* B. DeBow, Superintendent of that 
census* 

The population of the State in lSf)Q was 147,545, Its area being 
1046.4 square miles j its density was 141 inhabitants to the square 
mile, being greater than that of any other state,^ The density of 
population of the whole United States was in 1850, 7*90 inhabitants to 
the square mile. The population of this State for 1850 was 0.64 per 
cent, of the population of the Union* 

The population of this State has increased in every ten years' period 
since 1790 ; but not at a uniform, nor yet at a constantly accelerating 
rate. The rate of increase has been as follows : 

1T90— 1800, .02 per cent ^ 1820—1830, 17.02 per cent 
1800—1810, 11.44 " '' 1830—1840, 11.97 ** ^" 

1810—1820, 7.83 '' '■ 1840—1850, 35.57 *^ ^^ 

* The Cainpendmm pf the CsnsuBi 'which ia foUowed in the Elcv&iitU RegiHtration Report 
of Mnssachufictts, (paga 94,) makes Massachusetts the most deuselj populated state. Bui 
the efitimate of the arest of Rhode Inland ia too large, (1306 sq. miles.) TJua e*ti»iat" 
lumt be roujfhly made, and include a large area of salt w^ater in Narragansett Bay- I h*"^ 
followed the most reliabb authoritf, the State Map, by H. F. WalUn^f, founded on sietn«l 
.^vrtey^, nnd inrhiding onU' the sraallpr land-locke*! fov^a. 
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increase from 1T90 to 



In the last decennial period it waa greater than in anj other Btate 
lat figured in the census of 1790. The w 
^1850 vrm 11349 per cent. 

The divisions of its populatioa in 1850 were as follows : 



^Hfetaioii Co- . . . < 


WHITE. 1 


COLOEBD* 1 


T0X4Ii. 


TQtAli. 


Mala. 


KtiixLole, 


TbteL 


M^a. 


FeULMl^ 


TotiO. 


Male. 


I!\)j31,ftl(*. 


4086 
7222 
9309 
10267 
22544 
7912 

70,340 


4117 
7617 
9itl6 
20747 
23150 
7988 

73p585 


8203 
14831) 
192251 
40014 
45694 
15900 

143,875 


171 
105 
3SS 
636 
154 
254 

1.738 


140 
124 
394 
833 
165 

1,982 


Sll| 4257 
229! 7327 

782 m*M 

14001 19933 

819, 22098 

530 8166 

3,6701 72.078 


4257 
7741 


^^TStaWFUi^'l' iJt> * * 

^_^Ri3ST OF Phov. Co 

^BW.4SElNai!0N Co 

■ Wbdt-e Stats. .,.,.... 


10310 

21580 

23316 

8264 

75,467 



Ho: 



The white population ha^ heen steadily gaining on the color edj in 
every ten years sineo 1790. At that time the whites were 93.60 in 
every hundred of the whole population, and in 1850j 97.51 in every 
hundred, leaving the colored but 2-49 per cent. 

I have not the meana of stating exactly the nuinber of inhabi- 
tants in each division of the state, classified according to nativity. 
The enumerations in different acconuts cannot be completely 
armonised ; and I have not had time to make my own calcula- 
tions from the original returns of the census. 

According to a tabular i^iew given by the Marshal of the Dis- 
trict,* the foreign-bom of the State were, in 



Bristol County, 1116, Providence City, 

Kent '' 1185, Rest of Prov. Co. 

Newport ** 2528, Washington 

Making the total for the whole State, 



10,275, 

8148, 

608. 

23,860. 



^P The residue, 123,685, consisted of American-born and those 
whose Nativity was unknown. 

The printed ** United States Oeneus " gives this statement. 

Bom within the United States, 

Foreign-born, 

Unknown Nativity, 



Total, 147,545, 

The difference is not great, and in estimating the proporfciona 
and percentages, we shall use the first of these accounts, as ui\- 

Qblisteii in ProTldwice Jottraal, February 10, 1851. 




123,564, 

23,902, 

79. 
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doubtedly nearly accurate, being prepared by the Marshal nnder 
whose care the Census was taken, and because it enables us to 
give the number and proportion of foreigners in each diyision of 
the State-^ 

According to this statementf the foreigB-bom were in the fol- 
lowing proportion to the total inhabitants in 1850, 



In Bristol COp, one in 7.63 
'* Kent " '' *' 1S,72 
" Newi^ort " ^' " 7,91 
'* Prov. City, *' ** 4.04 
" Rest of the Co. " " 5,65 
" Washington *' '' " 27.02 



** Whole State, 



6.184 



or 


13,1J 


per cent. 


(( 


7.8G 




it 


12,64 




(( 


24.75 




iS 


17,71 




(( 


3.70 





" 16,172 



Wo say, this is the most accurate estimate we can form of the 
distribution of the foreign-born inhabitants in 1 850* A census 
DOW taken would no doubt show differences. The counties in 
which new factory villages have been springing up have more 
foreign-born heads of famiUes than they formerly had. Both the 
counties of Kent and Washington, which had so small a propor- 
tion of foreigners in 1850, have probably a larger ratio now. 

According to the Compendium of the censue of 1850, the in^ 
habitants of Rhode Island included 102,641 natives of the State, 
21,658 other nativea of the United States (11,888 of Massachu- 
setts), 15,944 natives of Ireland, 5,490 of other parts of Great 
Britain, and 1024 of British America, 236 of the German States, 
80 of France, &c. 

The Census of 1850 gives a full Table of the persons then liring 
in tlds State classified bj countieSj age, color y and sex- From 
tliis we ha^ve computed the proportion living at each period of 
life, — those of unspecified age, oaly 17 in number, being exclu- 
ded, 

*0n page 114 of the Compondiam of the Census k still a differ &tit BfcvtettitJtit, makinj^ M 
natlye population, 124,299» the native and foreign, 147,110, leading 23,111 for the forel^. 
and 13i5 nnlcnoiTn. 
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Rhode Island, I860. 
Of every 100 living, there were, 



Under 6, 


12.01, 


50—60, 


6.05, 


5—10, 


10.57, 


60—70, 


3.78, 


10—20, 


20.61, 


70—80, 


1.79, 


20—30, 


20.72, 


80 90, 


0.69» 


30—40, 


14.32, 


90 and upw'd. 


0.07. 


40—50, 


9.51, 







In comparing the mortality of different parts of the State, w^ 
shall find it very necessary to know how the population of each 
part of the State is composed, in particular as to age. On this 
account, 1 shall here introduce Tables similar to the last, for each 
county separately. 

Bristol County, 1850. 
In every 100 living, there were^ 



Under 5, 


10.37, 


50—60, 


6.28, 


6—10, 


9.14, 


60—^0, 


4.33, 


10— 20j 


21.22, 


70—80, 


2.26, 


20—30, 


22.38, 


80—90, 


0.54, 


30—40, 


14.20, 


90 and upw'd, 


0.04. 


40—^0, 


9.24, 







Kent County, 1850. 

In every 100 living, there were, 

Under 5, 10.45, 50—60, 6,97, 

5—10, 10.67, 60-^70, 4.45, 

10—20, 22.75, 70—80, 2.21, 

20—30, 18.86, 80—90, 0.71, 

30^0, 12.84, 90 and upw'd, 0.03. 
40—50, 10.06, 

Newport County, 1850. 
In every 100 living, there were. 
Under 5, 11.46, 60—60, 6.72, 

5—10, 10.94, 60—70, 4.65, 

10—20, 20.26, 70—80, 2.45, 

20—30, 18.48, 80—90, 0.89, 

80—40, 14.10, 90 and upw'd, 0.14 

40—50, 9.92, 
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BIRTHS, m 

On comparing the returns of Births, now before us, with earlier 
Reports, we find some signs of improvement in the completeness 
of the record. In tlie First Registration Report, whicli extended 
over the twelve months from June, 1S52, to May, 1S53, inclusive, 
there were reported 1S59 Birtlis, or 154,92 in a month- In Period 
No. I- of tbe newer returns now under examinatiouj extending 
through the seven months from June to December, 1S53, there 
were 996 Births reported, or 14^2.29 a month, winch was a slight 
falling off* But in our last Period, the year 1854, there were 2105 
reported, or 246 more than iu the year covered by the First Re- 
port, being at the rate of 175.42 in a month. 

The ratio of births in a given period to the whole population of 
a State or country is one of the most interesting facts to be learned 
from a good registry system- Our present returns are altogether 
too incomplete to enable us to form such an estimate for the whole 
State- There is only one populous region which gives us pretty 
correctly the proportion of its cinmial births to its whole popular 
tion- This is t!ie city oi' Providence, containing nearly two sev- 
enths of the whole number of inhabitants in the State. This city 
is canvassed by agents sent for the particular purjiose of obtaining 
the Births, under direction of the Municipal Government. Within 
the past few months, (in 1855), Dr* Edwin M, Snow has been ap- 
pointed City Registrar, and we have no doubt that under his su- 
pervision the facts respecting Births will be as thoroughly learned 
as the nature of the case admits,* In other pai^s of the State, 
there are very few towns from which we have returns of BirtJis 
that can be believed to be even nearly accurate- On accoimt of 
this difterence, I have separated Providence city, in most compar- 
isons, from other parts of Providence county* 

The number of births in Providence, in a month, appears to 
have been veiy nearly the same, in the whole time embraced by 
our Reports, In the First Report, the Providence bu'ths are at 
the rate of 117.83 in a month; in our Period No. I, 113.00, and in 

*Aii Ordinance passed by the City Council of Providonoe, in Dccembert 1855^ ooutainsi 
BGotion autlioriziiig the Loard of Health " ttJ employ a Biutable person or perBons, seim-BJi- 
niially In the months of July and January^ to collect the facta requirtd by the laws of thi 
State ccucemlDgall births which may haTC occiured in the city during the six months p^ 
ceding the first d&j of the months aboTC named, provided that tho cipenBe thereof ahiil 
not exceed the sum of tiro hundred dollars annually." 
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our Period No. U*, (the year 1854) 114.08 a month. The popula- 
tion of Providence was, by the Census of 18r50, 41,513 j and by the 
City Census of 1855, 47,785, If we may suppoBe its increase to 
have been uniform through these five yearSj we shall have for its 
population in 1853, 45,276, and in 1S54, 46,531- 

^H The births reported in the year 1854 were, at this rate, about 

^nne for every 33 inhabitants, or three per cent, 

^B In Boston, in 1850, the registered biii^hs were one to every 

^^5.93 of t' population, or about 3-JJO per cent. la PliOadelphla, 
in 1B40, they were one to every 27.53 inhabitants, or about 3.03 
per cent. 

From our whole State we have, as reported, the following Ratio 
jf Births to the inhabitants in 1850. 






fune— Dec, 1S53, [7 montlis] 1 to 148.14, or 0.075 per cent. 
1854, [12 ** ] 1 to 70.09, or 1.4^7 per cent. 

But in the First Report, the recorded BirtliB are compared^ for 
each county and for the State, with the *' Represented Ppimla^ 
tiou,'* that is, the population of towns which made no returns is 
deducted, and the ratio computed afterwards. This seems the 
fairer way, though an examination of the returns would show that 

is quite a matter of accident, in some cases, whether a particular 

owi\ is included in the basis of calculation or not ; a single birth 

happening to fall within the months belonging to a particular 

period, and reported by the To\^ai-Clerk of the town m which it 

ccnrred, rescues that town from the neglected subtrahend, and 

akes its inhabitants a part of the **repreaeuted*' population. 

This plan is adopted in the ibllowuag statement. 

Ratio of Births to Represented Population in 1S50, 

[ Junt — Dec, 1853, 1 to 90,64 or 1.035 per cent. 

1S54, 1 to 54.37 or 1.840 « 

The Ratio of Births to Represented Populatfpn was, in 
June— Dec-, 1S53, 1854, 



Bristol Co*, 

Kent Co., 

Newport Co., 
rovidence City* 
est of tlie Co., 

Washinsftmi Co., 






1,552 per cent. 

0,321 

0.183 

1 .905 " 
0,231 '' 
0,206 '♦ 



1.879 per 


cent, 


0.94S 




1.545 




3.298 




0.657 




l).4Ui> 
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The number of males bom, in all otir retiima, exceeds that of 

females, in the proportion of a little more tban four and foiir- 
tentlis per cent,* An excess of male over female births is gener- 
ally found in prosperous communities. It is a remarkable fact, 
one which we may bo happy that the information now before tis 
gives us no means of illnstrating, that periods of general calamity 
are followed by a lessened preponderance in the number of male 
birthB, or even an excess of females* Thus it has been observed that 
children born nearly a year after the prevalence of epidemic chol- 
era, in Philadelphia and ako in Paris, twenty-five yeai^ii ago, show 
a preponderance of female births. On the other hand, tlie favor- 
able circiunstancea of plentiful food, pure air^ wholesome and suf- 
ficient occupation, without overworking, — ali have been found to 
incroose the propoi*tion of malo births. In this point of view, our 
returns are not very favorable indications of the state of our peo- 
ple. In Massachusetts, for the five years, 1849 — 1853, the excess 
of male births was abont seven per cent. In Philadelphia, accord- 
ing to Dr. Gouverneur Emerson, who has directed particular 
attention to this point, it is abont 7 per cent.j in England, about 
5 ; in France and Pmssia, about 7 ; while " in the riu*al districts 
of the United States? and especially m the newest settlementSj" it 
is supposed to be not less than 10 per cent. We trust that iiiller 
returns would enable this State to make a more favorable show j 
and we note this comparison, not to throw a slur on the manly 
force of our State, but to provoke, if possible, more exact atten- 
tion hereafter to this inquiry, which is considered one of the tei^ts 
by which the welfare of a community may be judged, 

♦That is, ff^r ctctj 1000 femtLNi about 1044 malea w©ro ^om. 
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T!ic Births for 18-53 and 1854 were distributed as follows among 
the Bevcral montkn* 



1853. 



1854U 



Total. 



Januaiy, 


155^ 


164 


316 


Febniary, 


174 


14i 


- 32;i 


March, 


167 


172 


829 


April, 


168 


159 


327 


May, 


14G 


168 


314 


June/ 


lis 


178 


29Q 


July, 


160 


161 


^11 


Auguisrt, 


165 


309 


374 


St^ptember, 


14G 


181 


3^7 


October, 


131 


196 


B27 


November, 


150 


190 


340 


Decemberj 


1^6 


170 


006 


Unknowii, 




8 


8 



Total, 



1793 



^105 



3S98. 



Or, to arrauge them by seasons, la Spring, 970; Summer, 971; 

i.utim]n, D94; Winter, 946, In Reports from other places, there 

no very great preponderance of Eirths in any one season over 

Another. Dr. Eraerson, in analyzing 65, 64S births in Philadelphiaj 

(bund the greatest number had occurred in autumn and winter, 
;lie KTiiallcst of all in spring. 
The Parentage of Children Born is exhibited under different 
leads in different parts of our Tables^. In a!l those previous to 
L854j the Nativity of each parent is shown separat-tjly ; so that we 
learn how many Fatliera there were of American birth, how many 
l^c^f Foreign birth, and how many of Unknown Nativity, and so 
^ngain of the Mothers. In the Tables for 1854, four heatls are 
^Huade; the first to include cases whore both parents were Ameri- 
^Kan I the second, where botli were Foreign ; tliirdy where Father 
^Kvas AmericMinj and Mother Foreign-born, and tho fourth, where 
^K^atber was foreign and Mother was American. The object of this 
^■change is to show the amount of intermarriages between those of 
^BAmtu^ican and of foreign birth ; and thuB, to illustrate the degree 
^Kof bh^uding or mixture that has taken place. Where only one 
^■parent^i nativity was unknowBj it was presumed to be the same 
^Bas that of the known parent. A fifth head, of Unknown, includes 
^■eases where the Nativity of neither Parent was recorded. 
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No part of our n^tunis will be iiioro interesting than this, as 
years run on, and the system of li(\tristration eomes to be rightly 
appreciated. These records will throw a constantly increasing 
light upon tlu» ibrtuues and ij^rowth ol our two classes of popula- 
tion,— on the modes of increase^ of those of foreign descent, by 
birth and hnmii^ration, — on the foinhn^^s of the imported inhabi- 
tants and their children for difierent part of the State and different 
kinds of industry, and on their degree of admixture with tlie na- 
tive stock. 

The Tables for the last sevi:n months of lS-53, will be ana- 

zed on the same jdan as was followtnl in the First Kegistratioii 
Report. 

The Biiths reported in Bristol (.-ounty were S4, (being only 
from the towns of Bristol and Barrington). 

Ameriean-born Fathers, 
Foreign-born Fathers, 
Fathers of Unknown Nativity, 
American-born ilothers, 
Foreign-born Mothers, 
Mothers of Unknown Xativih', 

From KExr County, there w(M-e n^ported 44 Births, (East 
Greenwich alone furnishing any Report, while two scatterinir 
births have b(»en picked up from C^oventry, and one from the larir^* 
town of Warwick). 

American-born Fathers^ 43.18 per cent. 

Foreign-born '' 4o.4f> " 

Fathers of Unknown Xativityr 11.3(> 

American-born Mothers, 34.09 '* 

Foreign-bom '' 34.09 " 

Mothers of Unknown Nativity, 31.S-2 '' 

In Newport County, there were but ;2-> Births reported,— a 
scanty show ! (Jamestown, New Slioreham, and Tiverton, are nii- 
represented). 

American-born Fathers. 92. per cent. 
Foreign-born *' 4. '* 

Fathers of unknown Nativity, 4. " 

American-bom Mothers, 92. 
Foreign-born " 0. 

Mothers of Unknown Nativity, 8. 



7.), 


per cent 


i{).24 




-i.7G 




S0.95 




10.67 




2.ZS 
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In PuoviDKKCE City, tliere were 791 Birtbs. reported. 
American-borw Fathers, 



19 



Foreigii-bom 



Fathers of Unknown Nativity, 
American-bbni Mothers, 
Foreign-bom " 

Mothers of Unknown Nativity, 



50.S2 per cent. 
48.42: *^^ 

0.76* *' 
49.81 " 
49.81 

0..38 " 



In the REST OF Pijovidence Coumty, there were 42 l^irths re-- 
jortecl, (Cumberland being the only town that shows more than 
ive). 



American-born Fathers, 
Foreign-boni " 

Fathers of Unknown Nativity, 
American-bora Mothers, 
Foreign-born '' 

Mothers of Unknown Nativity, 



57.14 per cent. 
38.08 

4.77 
59.52 
40.48 

0. 



In Washing TON Coimty, there were but 10 Births reported! 
six from Charlestown (the smallest town in the County, though . 
ostensibly the most productive), and four from Westerly. 

American-born Fathers, 90. per cent. 

Foreign-born " 0. 

Fathers of Unknown Nativity, 10. 

American-bora Mothers, 80. 

Foreign-born '' 0. 

Mothers of Unknown Nativity^ 20. 

From the entire State, there were reported, as having become : 
parents during the last seven months of 1853-, 



Fathers of American Nativity, one in 1.844 or 54.22 per cent. 

2.279 '' 43.88 

*' *' Unknown '* 

Mothers " American *' * 

" " Foreign " 

" " Unknown *' 



' 52.421 " 1.90 

' 1.869 *' 53.51 

' 2.264 " 44.18 

' 43.304 " 2.31 



A comparison of this Table witha co1h:esponding one in the First 
Kegistration Eeport, (page 73), shows a gratifying decrease in the 
i^uraber of " Unknown" Nativities. They were then over VX ^^x 



so 
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rent., they are, in tlio returns now before us, mjly 2 jn ct^iit. 
This proves that better attention has biieu given to ii^g the 
birth-|ihi€es of tlie Purt^ut.^ of Children born* ^^ 

The American-born parents, in the Firi^t Report, as^w, slightly 
ou til umbered the foreign bom ; and their excess was then i^eater 
than now. It wa» then as 1.29S to 1; in tlie present retiums» as 
l*i^23 to 1- We must wait another year before we can team 
whether the political events of tJie two last years Imve dii^eouraged 
the null ttpl tea tion of voters that are to be, by tho firesides of our 
adopted citiKens, or whether they have not rather lent a new stim- 
ulns to this branch of productive industr}% 

Hut this analysis is of little value, unless we combine a state- 
ment of how many foreigners there were in the State, and in each 
region of it, with this account of the number of children theyha^i 
In a Table, under the head of " Popnlatlon, -' we have given i^ 
percentage of Auiericans and foreigners living in each division of 
the State, calculated from the censns of 1850* 

In the Registry for 1854, or our Period No. II, the Tables are 
arranged so aa to bIiovv tlie df^grce of mixture between Americans 
ami foreign*born, so far as indicated in the Parentage of the chil- 
dren bom. The following Table will show the percentage of 
Births falling under each of the four heads, named at the tops? of 
the columns ; 



Brifltol County. ..... 

Kent County* 

Newport CQTiiity 

Providence City * . * . . 
Rest of the Cimnty. . 
Waebington County- 

Whole State,. 



PAREIffTAGE OP CHILDREN BORK IN 1S54- 



American. 



63.75 
47.69 
T4.75 
46.02 
6B,60 
72.41 

sa.92 



Foreign. I MucM. 



8.75 
20.77 
14.75 
48.2S 
86 
17.24 

3S.58 



5 

Ml 
2,76 
5.3S 

0. 

4.47 



Uninowa. 



28.46 
8.29 
0.37 
4. 

10.35 

6.08 



On comparing this with the general statement for onr Period 
No. I, we find the proportion of both ^* Foreign" and " Ameneun" 
Parentage lessoned, partly by the introduction of a new dm 
" Mixed," and partly by an increase of thn *' Unknown." But, on 
adding together "Foreign" and **Mi.ved" in this last TabK^> ite 
snm is not quite equal to the "Foreign" Parentages of Period If^^ 
If which shows a very sligkt decrease in the ratio, or proportionate 
number of foreign births. 

The whole number reported from moat parts of the State, pa^ 



-^^ 
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ttcularly from Washington comity, and Proyidence county outside 
of the city, is too small to give any value to an eatimato drawn 
from tliese mcorcls. They should be posted up and preserved^ to 
cornparo witli the fuller retm^iis we hope to have in after years. 

' Still, I do not know why the errcrB and defects should fall more 
cu one column of this Table thnn another ; and why it should not re- 
preacnt aecumtoly the propurtioaate share our counties take m 
adding to each class of the riii^iiig gerit?ratiou. If we suppose that 

I it doa*, theu we shall fmd the children of foreigners bear the 
largest proportion to the chiklreu of native-born Americans in 

Krovidence couiity (of which there is very little doubt,) next in 
■Bt, next iu Washington and Newport, (the two differing very 
rtle,) and least in Bristol, which reports less than one seventh of 
its newborn of 1S54, as either partially or wholly of foreign pa- 
, rentage. 

, comparison of the proportion of Births of Foreign Parentage 
Ith the wlH)le Foreign Population, made for each county , is a 
ry interesting view. It shows the comparative productiveness 
tOie two classes. Compare, for this puqiose, the last little Table 
Ith the percentage of Foreign-born Inhabitanta in 1S50, which 
gave for each coimty in our remarks on Population. In every 
mty but Bristol, (from which the facts are so few as to admit 
accidental exception,) the percentage of Foreign Parentage 
long the Bbths exceeds that of Foreign Pi^pulation; iu Kent, 
providence county (leaving out the city) and Wasliington, it is 
mm than double. In the whole State, it h more than double^ 
■3.D9: 1(L17.) That is, the Foreign-horn had more than twice 
m many children for their nmnhers as tlie native-born- In this 
Kiniate the ** Mixed'* are excluded. If we add them, we have a 
ptal of 43 per cent, of all the births, as imrtialhj or whtdly of For- 
tgu Parentnge. If we might aup]>ose that the pro]>ortion of for» 
biiers in the State had not increased since 1S5(J, which it has, 
K@ would representj so far as our data are correct^ the com para- 
Be productiveness for tlieir number of our foreign-born and our 
■rtive-bom citJKeus, The tirst would, on this supposition, fomi 
Bt *^ or not quite one sixth of the inhabitanta \ their natural 
nroase, (without immigratiou) would be about two-fifths of the- 
Hiole uattir?ll increase of the population, 

■In Providence Cit)% wliicli mnkcs the most reliable reports, the 
■srcentage of *vForeign'' Births, is nearly twice, and that ot 
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** Foreign" and "Mixod" added togothor is more than tAvicotfle 
percentage of FonMgn Inhabitants in ISoO. 

Tlic projiortion of twin I)iiths is moreover much the largest 
among foreigners. Of the seven eases of twin births occurring in 
the hist seven months of 1>>.3:J, the parents were Irish in five in- 
stances. Of the 21: cases of iwhi births in 18-34, the parents, in 
just half, were Irish, in o]ie from "Great Britain," in one imspe- 
cified, and in 10 American. 

It will be very curious to notice, wh(^n this mode of exhibiting 
the Parentage shall liave been continued for some years, whether 
the proportion of m'wcd Parentage increases,— that is, whether, so 
far as shown by this test, the imported population tends to blend its 
blood more and more with the native, or rather the Americanized 
English stock. The more we reflect on such a question, the more 
we see that it is of the liighest moment. Immigration seems just 
now to have received a check, wliether permanent or not we are 
yet to see. ^Vhat is to become of the large host arrived and ar- 
riving from beyond the Atlantic? Shall they continue a separate 
class, imrsing their own peculiarities, retaining the attachment of 
natives and citizens to the soil they have left, or shall they form 
new ties with the land of tlieir adoption, and gradually mix with 
the race they find here? VJ'e must remember, however, that 
such mixture wall be undoubtedly much more common among 
the children and grand-children of tlie two classes respectively; to 
test it properly, therefore, we ought to be able to go back a few 
generations. The returas now before us show little admixture ; 
the number of Births ascertained to be of "Mixed" Parentage 
being less than one-tw^entieth of the whole number^ 

The Births of colored children, reported as such, in the last 
seven months of 1853, were less than one in fifty-five of all the 
Births, (1.81 per cent.) Those in lS-34 were a little more than 
one in thirty-eight, (2.GG per cent.) The ratio of the colored in- 
habitants living in 1850 to the whole population was 2.49 percent., 
so that tlieir productiveness seems to have been about in fair pro- 
portion to their number. 

The statement of Twin Births speaks for itself. We have al- 
luded to the high ratio of foreign parentage. The large number 
of ''Laborers" blest in this way is noticeable. In the census ol 
1850, some occupation was assigned to 43,001 of the inhabitant* 
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of Rhode Island ; and of these 8,593, very nearly onc-Jifih^ were 
styled Laborers, — being the largest class of any. Of the thirty-one 
fathers, in the twin-cases of our present returns, twenty-two have 
some occupation specified; and just half of these are called La- 
borers. 

No mention is made of Triplets. 



MARRIAGES. 

The whole number of Marriages reported for the last seven 
months of 1853, is 468; for 1854, 1047. The average in each 
month of the first of these periods, is 67 ; in each month of the 
second period, 87^ . In the First Registration Report, the re- 
poiied marriages averaged between 69 and 70 a month. So that, 
in spite of a falling off in the latter part of 1853, there has been a 
marked increase in the number reported in 1854. 

In the whole three periods added together, there were 2,346 
marriages registered, or pretty nearly half (:^) as many Marriages 
as Births. 

Our returns are inadeqiuite to show what has been the real pro- 
portion of marriages to the population. But those w^ho are ac- 
knowledged and recorded as having been made happy in this way, 
are, (if we take the population fj-om the census of J 850,) in the last 
seven months of 1853, at the rate of one for every 91.99 in a year, 
and in 1854, one for ev(iry 70.46. From the whole population, 
however, we ought, perhaps, to subtract that of Towns which 
made no returns of Marriages, so as to base our calculation on the 
" Represented Population." Doing this, the ratio would be, for 
the last seven months of 1853, at the rate of one to 74.36 in a 
year, and for 1854, one p(?rson married in every 64.71. In the 
First Report, it was one to 81.636. 



M 



SECOND REGISTRATION RE POET. 



[1853^^ 



The Marriages for the two years^ 1853 and 1854, were distrihu- 

ted as follows among the different months : 





1S5S. 


1854. 


Total. 


January, 


82 


102 


184 


February^ 


60 


60 


124 


March, 


4a 


52 


95 


April, 


53 


G5 


lis 


May, 


60 


as 


153 


June, 


70 


84 


154 


July, 


67 


90 


157 


Angnst, 


48 


82 


ISO 


September, 


74 


94 


IBS 


October, 


77 


102 


179 


November, 


78 


133 


211 


Decern berj 


S3 


85 


138 


Unknown, 


2 


3 


5 



Total. 7G9 1047 1816 

NoTember, the month of Thauksgivingjand of the onset of win- 
try weatherj is fonnd pretty universally to take the lead in New 
England, in the matter of njarniiges. 

The Nativity of iiersous married requires to be examined pretty 
much in the aame manner as that of tho parents of children bom* 
The Tables of 1S54 are m framed as to show the number of mar- 
riages where one party was American and the other foreign,— or, 
the degree of admixture between native and imported inhalntants* 
Precisely the same chiuige has b<.'en made here, as in the Tabh*s af 
Births; so that these retm^ns, uko, when continued year nfu*r 
year, will throw hght on the question of degree of mixture. Tin* 
general analysis will be made in the sameway as it was in the case 
of Births. 

FifiST, of the period, Juj^e — December, 185:3, 
The Marriages reported from Bristol County, being rnily tVom 
the towns of Brii^tol and Warrens were ^'}, 
American-bora Bridegrooms, 
FoiTign-bom Bridegi^ooms, 
Bridegrooms of Unknown Nativity, 
American-born Brides, 
Foreign-bom Brides, 
Brides of Unknown Nativity, 



82,86 


per ct'nt 


14.29 




8.85 




88.57 




8.-57 




a.s.5 
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The Marriages reported from Kent County, are 17, there being 
none from Warwick, and but one estray from East Greenwich. 
American-bom Bridegrooms, 94.12 per cent. 

Foreign-born Bridegrooms, 5.88 *' 

American-born Brides, 100 '' 

The Marriages reported from Newport County are 41, there 
being none from Jamestown and New Shoreham. 

American-born Bridegrooms, 73.17 per cent. 

Foreign-boni Bridegi'ooms, 4.88 *' 

Bridegrooms of Unknown Nativity, 21.95 *' 

American-boni Brides, 68.29 " 

Foreign-born Brides, 9.76 " 

Brides of Unknown Nativity, 21.95 " 

In Providence City, there were reported 271 Mtirriages. 

American-boni Bridegrooms, 57.93 per cent. 

Foreign-bom Bridegrooms, 33.21 *' 

Bridegrooms of Unknown Nativity, 8.S6 *• 

American-born ]i rides, 56.84 " 

Foreign-bom Brides, 34.29 " 

Brides of Unknown Nativity, 8.86 ** 

In Providence County, outside of the city, there were reported 
59 Marriages. The towns of Burrillville, Cranston, Cumberland, 
Foster and Johnston, report no Marriages whatever ; and, indeed, 
outside of Providence City and Smithfield, there are but 23. 
American-born Bridegrooms, 76.27 per cent. 

Foreign-born Bridegrooms, 16.95 " 

Bridegrooms of Unknown Nativity, 6.78 *' 

American-born Brides, 77.97 " 

Foreign-born Brides, 15.25 '* 

Brides of Unknown Nativity, 6.78 " 

From Wastiingtox (Jounty, there were reported 45 Marriages, 
no town l)eing wholly unrepresented except South KingstowTi, the 
largest town in the county. 

American-born I^ridegrooms, 93.33 per cent. 

Foreign-born Bridegrooms, 2.22 " 

Bridegrooms of Unknown Nativity, 4.44 " 

American-bom lirides, 93.33 " 

Foreign-born Brides, 2.22 " 

Brides of Unknown Nativity, ^A\. '-^ 



26 SECOND REGISTKATION REPORT. [1.^53-54 

Finally, from tlie whole State, we have the following ratio, and 
percentage, of the different classes of Nativity of those married, 
during the last seven months of lS/)3 : 

Bridegrooms of Amei'ican Nativity, 1 in every 1,467, or 68.162 p. ct. 

1 in every 4,294, or 23.291 '* 
' lineveiyll,7, or 8.547 *' 
1 in every 1,472, or 67.949 " 
1 in every 4,255, or 23.504 *' 
1 in every 11,7, or S.547 " 
In the statement of ifarriages, as of Births, the Tables for 1854 
are framed to show^ in how many instances the American-bom and 
Foreign-l^orn intermarried. 

The following Table witl show the percentage of Mamages that 
fall under each heading named : 



u 


of Foreign 


u 


of Unknown 


•ides 


of American 


i( 


of Foreign 


u 


of Unknown 



Bristol County. 

Kent Co 

Newport Co . . . 
Providence Co . . 
Rest of county . 
Washington Co. 

Percentage f(ir } 
whole State I 



NATIVITY 0Fj:0UPLE8 MARRIKr)_lN_1854 ^ of Fo^ei'fn 

Ainirloiin. Foreign. | Mixed. 



8n.0r)percent O/JS per cent €.98 per cent i ', 13.11 

00.14 •• 4.28 •• 5.03 •• : | 7.86 

81.18 •• 5.88 •• 1 3.53 •• 9.41 per cent 1 12.64 

47 30 •• 89.53 •• 19.47 •• 3.04 •• ! 24.75 

78.95 •• 10.53 •• 6.58 •• ' 3.95 •• I 17.71 

95.77 •• 1.41 •• 2.82 •• | 3.70 



64.750 percent 24 000 per cen' 7.450 per cent '3.725 percent I 16.17 



These two last statements, compared with tlie First Registra- 
tion Report, w^ill give us a fair idea of tlie change in the propor- 
tion of foreign marriages to all others. In that Report, the Ameri- 
can born conples w^ere just about 2] times as many as the foreign 
born couples. In the last seven months of 1853, there were al- 
most three (2.92 times) as .many American born as foreign bom 
couples. In 1854, the new class of " mixed-' is introduced, and an 
exact comparison cannot be made between the nativities of par- 
ties married in this year and in previous periods. But, omitting 
the mixed, the full-blooded native American marriages for 1854 
were not quite in so high a proportion to the unmitigated foreign, as 
in the last part of 1853, but in decidedly higher than during the 
period covered by the first Report ; (being about as 2.G9 to one.) 

In the city of Providence, the ratio of foreign to American mar- 
riages, as reported, has singularly wavennl, wnthin the short time 
represented by these documents. In the first Registration Report 
the foreign mairiages in Providence, actually exceed those among 
the American born, (about as 10 to 9 ;) in the last seven months of 
c* 
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1853, they have dwindled to ahoiit a third of the total number, 
while those of American born couples are considerably over half ; 
and, lastly, in 18/54, the American-bom (excluding the mongrels) 
exceed the pure-blooded Foreign Marriages, about as 6 exceed 5. 
The percentage of Foreign Mamages for 1S54, in the whole 
State, is considerably less than the percentage of Foreign Births ; 
thus contirming what we have already shown, that there is no sum 
our brethren from abroad are better versed in than multiplication • 
The " mixed" Marriages, how(n'er, are more in proportion than the 
*' mixed" Births. 

Among the *' mixed," more cases appear of American men mar- 
rying women born out of the country, iiJian of the converse. The 
numbers are 45 and 33. The balance among the Births of " mixed" 
Parentage is slightly the other way, there being 49 of Foreign born 
fathers and American bom mothers, and 45 the converse. 

There is a diminution, in our last period, in the Marriages of un- 
known nativity, which we are glad to sec^. It gives reason to hope 
that fuller data will hereafter be obtained for answering some of the 
most important cpiestions in regard to the materials our people are, 
and are to be composed of, and the fortunes of our large foreign born 
population. 

The number of Marriages recorded as among colored persons is 
so small (only seven in all, and none from Providence county) as 
to show that the point of color has been neglected in the records. 
The blame of this does not lie wholly with the persons who per- 
form the marriage ceremonies, and who are bound to make re- 
port of their doings in this line. The blanks furnished from the 
Secretary of State's office, though they suggest a large number 
of points to be noted, say nothing about the color of the panics 
married. The defect is a little singular, and ought to be sup- 
plied. 

The table V. of Marriages for 1854, was not found in the first 
Registration Keport. It speaks for itself, and presents maify cu- 
rious points, but needs little comment. The period of age of 
both parties, within which the most marriages fall, is 20 to 25 
years for both parties, the next most common is 20 to 25 for the 
man and under 20 for the woman. Among the 1047 couples 
married, there were 39 males, (I can hardly can call them men) 
under 20, and 234 females under 20. There are no very remark- 
able phenomena of age among tho married \ the oldest ^^x'^.v^^xV^- 
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ing a man between 70 and 75, and the oldest women, three in 
nnmbcr, between 56 and 60. 

The inquiry into the age of persons married is of considerable 
importance. ** It is not a little remarkable," said the Registrar 
General of England more than ten years ago, ** that although the 
increase of population and the influence of early and late mar- 
riages on the welfare of nations, have for the whole of the pre 
sent century occupied public attention, and been made the basis 
of theories which have guided or biased legislation, no provision 
has yet been made for determining the simplest fundamental 
facts, the foundation of all reasoning on the subject." The 
English law has since been changed, so as to furnish the facts. 
Though wj do not gather much instruction from these tables the 
present year, we wish to call particular attention to them for the 
future. 

It is, we believe, a somewhat common opinion that a general 
early age at marriage is a favorable sign of the prevalent comfort 
and welfare of a people. We will only indicate a comparison 
bearing on the point, as our facts aie too few to lead to any con- 
clusion. In every 100 reported Marriages, in the following 
places and periods, there were 

MALES. FK^rALES. 

Under 25. Over 2.5. Under 25 Over 25 

In Massachusetts, 1853 and 1S54 43,56 56.44 70.16 29.84 
In Rhode Island, 1S54 48.06 51.95 73.16 26.84 

Before insisting on such a comparison, as a test of any kind of 
superiority in social condition, we ought to have some moral sta- 
tistics, to show the percentage of happy marriages among the 
youthful couples in our State. These, unfortunately, our regis- 
try does not afford. 

DEATHS. 

The whole number of Deaths reported for the seven months, 
June*to December, 1853, is 780, or at the rate of 111.43 in each 
month, The whole number for 1854 is 1720, or 143.33 in a month. 
In the first Registration Report, the average rate was 93.83 per 
month. There would appear therefore, to have been a steady and 
great increase in mortality within the short time elapsed since 
these Reports began. This was, however, more apparent than 
real. The year 1854 was marked by the epidemic prevalence of 
Cholera, w^hich added to the actual mortality, not only under that 



185a-54.] 



TIEATBS. 



29 






name, but by tlie Inrge number of doaths ascribed to kindred dis- 
eases- But the principal advance has been, not in tbe. activitj^ of 
tlie great clest roy»3r, but tbe more complctti record of deatli^s doings* 
In vhvh period, tbere were a little over a qmtrter more Birtbs 
reported than Deaths. 

Tlie proportion of the iiTimber of Deaths in any region to the 
number of persons living in it, is one of the most obvious tests of 
its lietiltbiness. To use this test, we need the tvsro elements to be 
accurately got — the number of deaths, and the number of iuhabi- 
taiits — both for the same space, and in the same year, or given 
period of time, Iji our State, we have not full returns of Deaths, 
and we have no census since that of 1S50. We cannot, therefore, 
apply this test. Either of these reasons w^ould make our data un- 
reliable- 
Here, as in the case of Births, we have good rehims from the 
City of Providence. We dwell upon these, not because the subject 
of mortah'tyin the city is more iutereE^ting, or more needs careful 
ex ami nation, than that of mortality in a nnal popnlatioup But 
we have the data for Providence, and not for any other very large 
bpdy of the inliabitants of our State. The Deaths reported to the 
Secrt^tary of*Staie from Providence were, in the former Registra- 
tion Report, 780, in the last seven months of 1853, 583, and in 
1S54, 1269. The average rate in a month was, in the first Report, 
6-5*5, in onr period No I, 83.39, and in our period No, II, 105»75- 
Under the head of Births, we have mentioned in what way we 
estimate the population of Providence to have been, in 1853, 
45,27(3, and in 1S54, 4(5,531. Supposing this estimate to be cor- 
rect, the reported deaths for the whole year 1853, would be one 
for every 4:3.2 of its population in that year, or 2.31 percent., and 
for the year 1854, one for every 36*67 inhabitants, or 2*73 per 
cent. But it is believed that the population was greater by seve- 
ral hnudredsiu the middle of the year 1S54, than at the time when 
the census of 1S55 was taken, the depression of business in the in- 
tennediate winter having driven away many persons employed 
here, with their families* Add to this, that the Cholera prevailed 
in 1854, and we Fee that this estimate must make the nmrtality of 
Providenee quite too high, 

In a period of twelve years, ending with 1S53, the average pop- 
nlation being estimated from the enumerations of 1845 and 1850, 
the interments reported in Providence were about one annually 
for every forty-six inhabitants. But we canuot &t^ ^ ^w:t^ic;^ 
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i<I('a oftlie iiiuiialJty of J-rovidriuT Iroiii tliesc records. lu the 
wliole twelve yejirs niiiiiy deatiis iuh.-t have taken place that were 
not Reported. On the other liand, many interments are included 
ol' persons wlio lived outside of the city, in Cranston, North Prov- 
idence iind .[(dmston. Thest^ jx'rsens are not included in the city 
population in tin* census, but their deaths go to swell the lists ol' 
its mortality. In th<^ last live inontlis of ISoO, this suburban pop- 
ulation contributed 90 ro ilie interments recorded in Providence. 
It is estimat(Mi that tliis populatioji, which has greatly increased 
of late years, now amounts to DOOO or 10,000. The annual mor- 
tality — years of epidemics not included — is probably not less than 
that mentioned for lS-3i:i, on(^ death to foiiy-three or forty-four in- 
habitants. 

AVith this statcMuent, let us compare a few of the most reliable 
accounts from otlu r ])lac('s. I have three, received from private 
correspondents, whicli I believe to be quite accurate and full. 

i>y an account of th(i mortality of r>ristol, which 1 owe to the 
khidness of Dennet J. ilunro, l^sq., of that town, it appears that 
in th(^ year lS-30, vrheii jjrij-^tol liad '1,01G inhabitants, there were 
()() deaths, or almost exactly one to 70 inhabitants. But that was 
a favorable year. The deaths for ten years, 1851 to lS4G][inclii- 
siv(s were 7S(). I^eaving out IS-")-}, so as to bring the census of 
lS-30 to the middle of the period we im) to consider, we have as 
the result, one death annually to i)'2 2-3 of the average population, 
(assuming that the. population increased at a uniform rate.) 

Dr. Otis Bullock, of Warren, has lavored me with a record of 
all the deaths in that town for fourteen years, ending with 1855. 
They amount to oS-l, or 41.71 in a year. Taking the eleven years, 
184-5 to lS-5-3, inclusive, in the middle of which period the census 
of 18-50 was taken, we have an annual average of about one death 
to every 72 1-2 of the inhabitants, (72.47.)* The population in 
1850 was :3,10:J. 

By a letter from David King, M. D., of Newport, giving an in- 
teresting statement of the Deaths in that city, for the year 1855, 
it appears that the deaths in that year were 133, or about one to 
every seventy-two of its inhabitants in 1850. Its present popula- 
tion I do not know. 



*^^The deaths were in 1812, 33 The doaths were in 1S47, 3j The deaths %vcre in 1852, 4fi 

1843, 41 ♦» '« 1848, 34 " " 1853, 51 

1844, 39 " '' 1849, 36 " " 1854, 46 

1845, 34 " *♦ 1850, 62 '« ** 1855, 4^ 
184C), 4') «' " 1851, 44 
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The town of jMiddlotowii lias varied little in population for 
many years. Like its island-sister to tlie westward, it lias changed 
slowly, though witli an undeviating tendency toward zero.* In 
the returns of the last United States Census, the Assistant Mar- 
shal for Middletown writes : *' From statistics kept by myself, I 
lind the number of Deaths in this town to be 126 for the last 
twelve years, with but little variation in tl(e populJition during 
that time." This would make an annual rate of not far from 
one Death to every eighty inhabitants. 

Such is the proportionate mortality, according to the best infor- 
mation at hand, of the two cities, the one fast becoming a densely 
peopled capital, the other attracting elegant and wealthy families, 
by its beauty and salubrity, — of two compact towns, long the busy 
seats of conmicrcial and manufacturing enterprise, yet preserving 
many of the charins^and advantages of rural condition, — and lastly, 
of a strictly farming town. They present a strong, momentous 
contrast. The force of this contrast maybe slightly lessened by 
taking into account the higher proportion of infants, and young 
adults — the most frecpient victims, as we shall see, of many most 
destructive diseases — in tlie city population. But, overjand above 
all that can thus be explained, we si^e the wasting powers that cut 
life short, pressing with ftu* greater force on the inhabitants of the 
large city. 

From our whole State we have, as reported under the registry 
law, the following ratio of Deaths to the inhabitants in 18*50 : 

For June to December, ISoG, 1 to ISO. 16, or 0.520 per cent. 

For 1854, 1 to 85.73, or 1.166 per cent. 

If we deduct the population of unrepresented towns, the ratio 
will be : 

For June to December 1853, 1 to 136.82, or 0.788 per cent. 

For 1854, 1 to 72.88, or 1.372 per cent- 

In Massachusetts, where an excellent system of registration has 
furnished many reports of the highest value, the annual mortality 
for the years, 1851 to 1854, was about one death to fifty-four inhabi- 
tants. We use in making this estimate, the result of the State 
enumeration, which makes the population of tliat State in 1855 to 
have been 1,133,033. 

In Boston, the rate computed in exactly the same way, was one 
death to thirty-six and a half of the population. 



fMiddletown numbered m 1820, OlD inhabitants ; in 18-30, 83."); Jamestomi, at the former 
period 443, at the latter, 358. 
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But there ai*e otber modes of estimating the bealthinegs of a re- 
gion iiniler examination, by coin paring one part of tlie retiims of 
deaths, with auotlier. These modes will lead to pretty correct re- 
sults, even though tlie returns are incomplete, if we are sure that 
tlie fact^ reported are fair, average Bpeeimens of all the facts that 
ought to be reported. We ma}' then a&sume that wliat jh tiTie of 
the recorded facts, would be tnje of the whole mass of ihcts in thi* 
community* Tlies^e inetliods coDs-i^t mostly in the conipaii^on oi 
th e ages <it wliich persons have died. The two te^ts which I shall 
reler to are, fii'^t, tlie average ajt^e at death, and, secondly, the pro- 
portion of deaths occurring within certain specified periods of life* 
One source of fallacy in thi 8 e&timate nnist be mentioned fit the 
outset. In the country towns, it wc»uld seem as if the deaths of 
important or well-known characters attracted the notice of the re- 
cording officers paiticularly, while thote of infants wlioliave made 
no figure (not to &ay, no noise) in the* world, are not thought note 
worthy. Some oPthese clmracters wall he the elderly pei-nons of 
their neighborhoods. In the city of Providenee, on the other hand, 
every hiterment is reported, whether of child or adult, on the 
whole, perhaps, as completely as the nature of the case admits. 
Tins eircuni stance enhances the very great apparent diflerence in 
mortalitj^ of children, between city and eomitry. It is w^ortha 
thou gilt, whether this may not be the case in many other States and 
countries. 

The average age at death, in each of our two Periods, in each 
town and county, and for each sex separately, as w^ell as for the 
two sexes taken togetherj will be iimnd stated in the First Tahle 
for each Period, toward the right hand side* We need not repeat 
the figures there given. It appears that the general average age 
at death was, tor the First Period 26.82 years, for the second Pe- 
riod, 27,G0. For the w^hole nineteen months covered by thi« 
Report it was 27. 36, In each period, it w^as more than two yearf 
longer for females than for males. For the whole nineteen 
months, the average age for males was 26.31, for females, 2fiM. 
The Counties stand in the following order, as to average longevity, 
for the first Periodj New^Hjrt, Kent, Bri&tol, Washington, Provi- 
dence; the second Period, Kent, Newport, WasJaington, Bristol, 
Providence. In the fonner Registration Report, Nevrport county 
stood highest, and Providence county lowest* Not only dees 
Providence county always show the least average duration of hfe, 
but the city of Providence, in each of the thi^ee periods referred 
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to, showed a smaller average than its county. Tlie highest aver- 
age thmition of life exhibited by any whole county for one of the 
three periods was rei>oi1ed from Newport coianty for the period 
June to December, 1S53, Tliis county then reported 33 deaths at 
specified ages, and the average age was fifty-seven and a half years, 
(57.51)* The lowest average is that of Providence county in the 
First Registration Kejiort, being just twenty -thi^e years. 

It is uncertain how nearly tlie average age as computed from 
reportinl lacts coiTesponds with the real average. From Dr, Bul- 
lock's account of tlie mortality of Warren, it appears that the 
average age at deatb for six years pist in that town has been thir- 
ty-lour and a half years** Several of the deaths he mentions 
were of infantile diseasesj and the facts are a fair representation 
of the mortality of Warren. 

In Mase^achusetts, for the five years 184^—53, the average age 
at death w^as 20,93. In Suftblk county, which enutains little more 
than the city of Boston, it was 20.15, in Berkshircj Frankhn and 
Hampshire counties, all of them in the western portion of the 
State, it was over 32 ; and, in Martha*s Vineyard, (Dukes County) 
it was 3S.79, in Nantucket 33.99. We quot^} tliis last result 
particularly on account of the proximity and sunilarity in situa- 
tion, of these counties, which show so high a mean duration of 
life, to the southerly towns of Newport eount}% We earnestly 
hope that these towns, New Shoreham especially, may give us the 
means in futiure of showing, by unanswerable ligures, the superior 
value of life among tlie hardy islanders. 

Another use may be made of the ages of per^^ons who died, as 
a test of general healthiness^ This is by finding what proportion 

Edie in childhood, in the first year of lite, the first five years, and 
so at other specified periods of life. This may he done, with a' 
fair approach to correctness, even though the returns are very 
defective, pro\qded they are accurate so tar as they go, and present 
average specimens of all the deaths in the community. In using 
this mode, with some dttgree of detail, we shall leave out of our 
reckoning all deatha whose age is unspecified, and then show how 
many in every hundred of all that remain occurred within certain 
■periods of life- In the whole State, 
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1853, 
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llTiiiiber of Deaths, 

AvenAgie Age, 


6^ 
29i 


44 

34 


46 
31 


51 
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under one,* ........ 

ne and under two, . 
' t^o and under ^le^* 

All under five * ■ * .... 
6 and under 10, . . , 



10 

15 

20 

,30 



■80 
90 



•JO. . 
30.. 
40,. 
50.. 
GO.. 
70.. 
SO.. 
90., 
100.. 



StEACH 100 DKAfBS, THERE WERE IN 



1853. 

15,79 
12.80 

logs 

8S,81 

4.U 

2,11 

3J5 
11.58 

8.42 

6.58 

6,71 

S.16 

.92 



1854- 



ia.95 
10.94 
10.17 



Both Period*. 



a5,07 
4.49 
1.89 
4.02 

11.77 
10.59 
9,70 
6,51 
&M 
BM 
ZM 
.71 



11.62 

11,55 

10.16^ 

"86723 

4,45 

11.71 

10.04 
O.S 
G,04 
5.87 
6.12 
S.63 
.78 



In comparing the columns for the two Periods, it is quite curi- 
ous to observe how closely those ages^ in which the year 1854 had 
the higher proportion^ correspond with those which we hnve 
classed as the ^* Productive ■' age of life.* There are probably 
two reasons for this j the first period was of only seven months^ 
including the hot monthsj especially August and September, the 
most fatal season to children ; and the second period was a year 
in which we had the cholera. This disease chooses its victims 
mostly among adults in the prime of life. Id the city of Provi- 
dence, in the year now imder uotice, 159 deaths were reported, 
and 103 of these were between twenty and sixty years of 
age- 
Fro 111 an article in the Providence Journal, compiled by the 
present writerj and published February 22d, 1854j it appears tliat 
the interments reported in that city (including those of non-resi- 
dents, and excluding the still-born), from 1842 to 1853 inclusiyej 
were 9668. The ages of those who died were divided in the fol- 
lowing proportions. 

Providence, 1842—1863, 

In every hundred Deaths, there were, 

Under 1 year, 19.19 30—40 9.63 

1—2 13.63 40—50 7.02 

2—5 11,19 50—60 5.2 

60—70 4,97 

All under 5, 44.01 70—80 4.06 

5—10 5.34 80—90 - 2,4 

10—21 6.32 90—100 .46 

21—30 10,55 At 100 or over, ,04 



♦ From 15 ts 60. 
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The deaths uiuler 10 in the city make a considerably larger 
fraction of alt the deathsj than those under 20 in the State- 

A comparative view of the mortality at ditlbrent agea, in each 
county of the State will next be given. The figures under Kent 
and Newport show that the deaths of young children are not near 
eo completely reported as those of the village patriarchs and 
gossips. Notice the high proportions between 70aud 90, in these 
couuties. 



Under 1 
1—2 
2 5 

All ittider 5 
l(U-20 

50— GO 
60—70 
70-^80 

E and Tip ward 
t 



In every 100 Deaths, theee were, in 



BristoL 



12,94 
7.06 



4,71 
7,65 

10. 

ti.m 

BAl 
7,06 
8.62 
12.35 
4,12 
4.12 



Kent* I Newport. iProvidcucc Wa^h^Dg'n 



2.02 



l.OJ 

5,0;) 

13.13 

nil 

7,07 

11,11 

10, TO 

10.10 
LOl 



4.tKj 
4,96 



12,05 

1.42 
,3,55 

7,10 
12-05 

9,93 
10.64 

y,93 

17.73 

14.89 

71 



15.98 

12.8j:^ 

ii:j8 



40.24 

4.84 

5.74 

12. Ki 

10.4tS 

9.:^9 

5,44 

5.04 

3,94 

2,4 

,35 



10.53 

ia.16 

0. 



23.69 

2,63: 
13.16 
10.5a 

5,26 

7J9 

2M 

10.53 

7-80 
7,80 
7,89 



1 






Mr Munro*8 account of the deaths in Bristol, beibre quoted, 
'Ws that the infantile mortality in that town, when fully reported, 

ms nearly as large a proportion of the whole mortality as in 
Providence. He hits not subdivided the periods o^^life quite so 

inutely as we have done in the State returns, but perhaps 
enough so for practical purposes* 

Town of Bristol, 1S40 — 18-55 inclusive. 

Of every 100 Deaths, there vrere, 

Under 5 41.1 50—70 13.99 

5 — 20 7,76 70—90 16,03 

20—50 19.72 90—100 1.4 

This single Table, contrasted with the preceding one, in which 
Bristol county showed but 28.23 per cent, of its mortality as un- 
der fivCj and other counties still less, proves conclusively that 
I our records are more imperfect in regard to deaths of children 
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There is one source of error, not yet adverted to, ia opinion* 
fonued from this computation of ages. The population of onv. 
state or county or town may be very ditterently composed Jiom 
that of another. Emigration, in particular, niay lead to a much 
larger proportion of young persons, or of old» in one place than 
another. This cause affects any comparisous drawn between 
ditlerent part^ of the State, operating especially to the disadvau- 
tage of the country-towns. The agricnUural portions of our 
State are being steadily drained of tlieir young men and wonien, 
by movement toward the cities and large villages, and lo the 
Western States, For example, we have seen that Middletown 
has a very small rate of mortality, and yet has been continually 
lesseniug in population. This must be because ihe young people 
move away, leading to an excessive propciftion of aged personSj 
and a small ratio of births* So of other and larger places. On 
this account, the test we have been using may lead to errotieous, 
or rather exaggerated, impressions. 

There is reason to believe that the average age at death in New 
England is lower than in Western Europe- One great reason 
doubtless is that the tide of emigration basset this way, bringing 
a great onmber of young adults, and leading to a large propor- 
tion of children. In the same way, the rural districts of this 
State present an average duration of life, and a percentage of ' 
deaths in the later periods of life, out of proportion to their real 
lauperiority in sanitary state over the city. We ought be able to 
compare the two following ratios, the ratio of those living at 
each age to all the living, and the ratio of those dying at each 
age to all who died; and in order to compare different counties 
together, we ought to use these ratios as computed for each several 
county- This we can only do approximately, and by assuming, 
first, that the population is now distributed through the different 
periods of life in the same proportions as it was in 1S50, and sec- 
ondly, that the facts we have reported are average specimens of 
all the facts of the same kind in their several cotmties. Tables 
showing how many out of every hundred inhabitants Hvlng 
in 1850 fell under each specified age will be found in ourRenmrka 
on Population, and may be compared with onr l^st Table of deaths 
in the several counties. Such a comparison leads 'to interesting 
results, which we have not time to follow out more fully. 

An examination of the figures we have given will show that, 
jndged by either test we have named, the rate of mortality in a 
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year, the average age at death, oi the proportions who die at 
each specified period of life, after allowing for all the sources of 
mistake, the sanitary condition of the large city is less favorable, 
and the chances of human life are smaller, than in the state at 
large, or in other towns. It also shows, I think, that the general 
tendency of the errors inevitable in all such estimates is to make 
this difference appear greater than it is in truth. 

In both the Periods now before us more Females than Males 
were reported as dying. The excess of Females was in our Period 
No. I., 31, in Period No. II., 70 ; in each almost exactly ^ of the 
whole number of deaths. This excess of females djdng is general- 
ly found in this country. In the earliest ages of life the excess is 
the other way. The difference in this point is not very marked in 
our own returns. The following Table will show on what por- 
tions of life death presses most heavily in the two sexes. It is 
calculated from the returns for our two Periods added together, 
(deaths at unspecified ages being excluded.) 

In every 100 Deaths of each sex, there were, 

Males. Females. 



Under 1 


14.94 


13.86 


1—2 


11.93 


10.94 


2—5 


10.9 


9.29 


Under 5 


37.77 


34.09 


6—10 


4.56 


4.41 


10—20 


4.9S 


6.61 


20—30 


11.24 


12.28 


30—40 


10.13 


10.08 


40—50 


10.39 


8.43 


60—60 


6.09 


6.06 


60—70 


5.92 


5.9 


70—80 


6.35 


6.99 


80—90 


2.32 


4.88 


90 and upward 


0.26 


1.26 
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The Deatha were distributed im follows behreeii the different 
months. 



1853. 



1854, 



Totals, 



January, 


103 


108 


211 


Fehniary, 


83 


111 


194 


March, 


97 


135 


232 


April, 


89 


104 


190 


May, 


91 


105 


idi 


JunCj 


m 


110 


2oa 


Jnly, 


97 


175 


27S 


Angust, 


175 


331 


m 


September^ 


126 


811 


m 


October, 


lis 


127 


341 


November, 


85 


106 


19; 


December, 


86 


100 


m 


Not stated, 


1 


2 


i 



Total, 



1243 



1721 



2,964, 



These figures show thut August is by far the fatal month, and 
September next, the third rank being held by July, except in 1853* 
The article before quoted from the Pro\"idence Journal, based on 
tile interments in that city for twelve yearSj says, '*It will be seen 
that July, August and September form a part of the year far more 
fatal than any other. The mortality rapidly falls ofl' in October, 
and then from November round to the beginning of summer ir 
nearly imifonn. March is neai'ly always the most fatal month in 
this portion of the year. There is a nearly constant falling ofl' in 
June, followed by an increase so rapid that the interments in Au- 
gust are more than twice the monthly average of the colder Iialf 
of the year/* In the records now before us, uo month bat July 
and September has half as many deaths reported as August has. 
The months, April, May, November and December appear con- 
stantly near the foot of this scale of mortality* 

We have not the means of shevting, what is very fully proved by 
records from other places, that in our climate the increased mortal- 
ity of summer is mainly among cliildren* The excess of mortality 
in the hot months bears on the ages below fifteen; the deaths in 
adult life are pretty equally distributed through the seasons, (epi- 
demics excepted), while the colder part of the year is generally 
jnost fatal to persons over sixty years of age* 
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^^ The Deaths reported in Bristol County, for June — Decem- 
Hber, 1853, were 65. The Nativity of those who died was as fol- 
"lows : 

^^ American, 89,23 per cent, 

^b Foreign, 4X2 '' 

^V Unknown^ 6,15 ** 

^ Those from Kent County, { ^Varwick furnishing none, though 
it contains more than half the population of the county, and West 
Greenwich furnishing only one,) are 24, The Nativities were : 
American 70.S3 per cent. 

Foreign, 20,S3 '^ 

Unknovra, 8.33 " 

Those from Newfoet County were 35, (Jamestown, New Shore- 
lam and Tiverton fumiabing none.) Their Nativities were : 
American, 94,28 per cent. 

Foreign, 9.86 ** 

Unknown, 2.86 " 

Those trom Providence City were 583, The Nati\'ities were : 
American, 66.04 per cent, 

Foreign, 20,24 '' 

Unknown, 13.72 " 

Those from the rest of Providence County, (there being none 
from Bumllville, Foster, Glocester or Jolinston,) were 60. The 
iNativities were : 

American, 76.67 per cent. 

Foreign, 10. ** 

Unknown, 13.33 

Those from Washington County were 13, (9 being from the 
Bmallest town, and only one in that county which anywhere near 
leets the requirements of the law, Charlestown.) No person who 
died is recorded as of Foreign Birth, and but one of unknown* 
,The Percentage would stand thus: 
I American, 92,31 per cent, 

I Unknown, 7.C9 '* 

I From the whole Stat^, June — December, 1853, the Nativities of 

Itfaose reported ns having died were as follows; 

I American, one in 1.415, or 70.64 per cent. 

I Foreign, one in 5.SC5, or 17,05 '* 

I Unspeeificd, one in 8.125, or 12.31 ** 
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The Deaths reported in Bristol CJounty for the year 1854, were 

111* The Nativities of those who died were : ^ 

Auiericiin, 73,SS per ceut* fl 

Foreign, 11-71 " m 

Unknown^ 14.41 *^ m 

Those from Kent County were S2. The Natiyities were : 1 

L Americoa, 82.93 per cent. I 

^^ Foreign, 6.10 J 

^^p Unkriov%m, 10.97 ^ 

Those from Newpout County were 113, (New Shoreham ant! 
Tiverton furmshiiig none.) Their Nativitiea wore : 
American J 69,91 per cent. 

Foreign, 13.28 *' 

Unknown, 16. SI 

Those from Prdyidence Cirr were 1,269, and their Nativities : 
Am e r i can, 67,4 5 p er cent- 

Foreign, 26.1 a " 

Unknown, 16.39 '* 

Those from the rest of Providence County were 120, (Biir- 
rillville being the only toi;\Ti from whieh we have no record of a 
death.) Their Nativities were t 

American, 56.20 per cent 

'Foreign, 17-30 

Unknown, 26.44 " 

Those from Washington County were 25, (only Exeter being 
absolutely without any death on record.) Their Nativities wt^re : 
American, 84, per cent. 

Unknown, 16. '* 

Finally, from the whole State, the Nativities of those reported 
as dying in 1854 were in tbe follo\\ing proportions : 

American, one in 1.644, or 60.S4 per cent. 
Foreign, one in 4.459, or 22.4S " 
1 Unspecified, one in 5.976, or 16.73 " 

The proportion of Deaths of foreigners in the whole State for 
either period is somewhat greater than that of foreigners liviug 
in 1850* It is not far from half as large aa the propoitiou of 
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Births of foreign parentage in our two periods now before us. It 
is much larger in our secoud period than in the first ; the second, 
the year ISM, haviog been a year of cholera, which found a 
very large part of its victims among those boi'ii abroad. The 
jer centage of Deaths of foreign-born was still less in the former 
jrt than in our first period. It was then 14.74, Our Births 
log classed by their parciitage» it would be very interesting if 

s^e could obtain the sanie facta in regard to Deaths, and separate 
jthe deaths of children of foreign parents from those of persons 
^f American extraction* Dr* Snow haa introduced this improvc- 

lent in the ProvideQce Registry, and it will enable him to show 
iiow largely the infantile mortality of our hot mouths ia increased 
by the great number, and the great productiveness of the import- 
Bd population. Oor State returns do not permit us to do this. 

>r. Snow's report, as City Registrar of Providence, will be pub- 
lished soon after this present document, and will illustrate 
^he poiut, A result of the same kind from the last report of the 

3ity Registrar of Boston will show the importance of recordiug 
iistinctly tlie nativity and parentage. In the year 1S54, 4441 
Jeatlis were recorded in that city, of which 2,934 were of Amer- 
ican-born persons, and only 1,380 of Irish-born. But only 1,726 

rere born of parents belonging to the United States, while 2,461 

rere of Irish parentage. Of those that died under one year old, 
J30 were of American parents, 641 of foreign parents ; of those 

rho died between 1 and 5, 2SS were of American parents, and 

fe77 of foreign parents. These facts evince how much the large 

immigration of persons in early adult life, and more fertile than 

>ur own natives, is adding not only to our number of births, but 

Ko the sum of sickness and death, and especially of infantile 

ieath. 

Our tables are mostly modelled after those of the first Report, 
and must share with those the blame of entirely omitting to sep- 

rate the deaths of colored persons. This omission we will en- 
'deavor to supply in a measure. There were, in our two pe- 
riods taken together, just 100 deaths noted as of colored persons, 

jlack or mulatto ; from June 1st to December Blst, 1853, 32, and 
in 1854, OS, Almost all the deaths recorded were marked as of 
^whites I a very few deceased persons whose color was not speci- 
fied, are presumed to have been white. The ratio of reported 
mortality in 1354 to the living colored population ia 1850, waa 
about one to 53, or 1*S6 per cent*, while that of all claj&^^a^s 
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white and colored includedj was ouly about one to SG, or ].17 per 
cent. 

Of the hundred reported as dying, there werf?, in Bristol 
County, 8 males and 6 females; in Kent, one of each sex; in 
Newport 3 females^ and 1 child of unreported sex ; in Providence 
City, 3S males, 3S females ; in other towns of Providence County, 
none; in Washington, 2 of each sex | total, 49 maleSj 50 fenides, 
and one of unknown sex- There were, 



ider 5, 


31 


40-50, 9 


5-10,^ 


5 


50-60, 5 


10-15,* 


3 


60«70, 5 


15-20, 


6 


70-80, 1 


20-30, 


17 


80 and over, 5 


30-40, 


10 


at unknowji age, 3, 



The monthly average of deaths of colored persons was for the 
whole year 1854, 5,67. The excess of mortality in hot mouths 
noticed in general mortality is not found here. There were, in 
1854, 9 deaths in January, S in February, 7 in March, in June 
and August each 6, in April, September, October, November, De- 
cember each 6, in July 4, in May 3. 

In the city of Providence, for the twelve years ending with 
1853, the proportionate mortality among the colored was greater 
than among the white, about in the same ratio m we have jtist 
found it for the State, or as 8 to 5, 

CAUSES OF DEATH. 



Under each of our two periods, there are three tables, designed 
to illustrate the causes of death. They may be read wii;liout 
difficulty^ the last one requiring a little explanation, which may 
be found in a note at the end of the tables for 1854, Tliey pro 
sent in themselves a very thorough analysis of the facts, and there 
is httle left to do, except to bring together onr two periods, to 
give some hints of the general lessons to be drawn from these 
statistics, and, if possible, introduce some comparisons from other 
states. We have not time to do this last at much length- Of 
all the 9500 deaths reported in the two periods, 2309 have some 
assigned cause. The number without specified cause is, in each 
period, almost exactly one in thirteen j in the first report, it was 
a very little less. 

The names of the diseases used in the original returns are 
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geaerally retained in the tables. Their form sometimes required 
to be changed!, and some were so iDcompatible witli the circum- 
ptancea attondiug the deaths ascribed to themj or with all good 
ilsages of speech, that they could not be admitted into a report. 
But any attempt to reform nomenclature ought to come from 
those who see the cases, rather than the compilers of these 
reports* 

The first class of causes of death is entitled Zymotic Diseases. 
The essential idea of this term isj that the diseases are produced 
by some poison euteriug tlie blood from without, and leading to 
^^hanges in it, analogous in some respects to fermentation. The 
^ftnalogy, however j cannot be safely carried beyond the mere 
^fctatemeot we have just made^ that a cause is introduced, which 
^Kxcites changes in the vital fluid. The minute nature of these 
^Bfebanges is not known* Tiie poison is always organic in origin. 
With regard to several of these diseases, it is sjwctficj or capable 
of propagating its own hind only. It may be introduced by in- 
osculation, or by contact followed by absorption, or by being 
^pifTused through the, air and breathed. It may travel aa an epi- 
■(i^vwvV, or haunt particular localities, as an emkmic^ (like intermit- 
feent fever in marshy regionSj) or spread by infection. 

But the term is extended, in the Eegistration Eeports of high- 
Bt authority and value, to some diseases which, in our own di- 
late and circumstances, do not commonly depend ou any sncli 
boison. For the sake of uniformity, thi§ example is followed 
lefe ; but I think the truth in regard to onr own State would be 
lore exactly expressed by leaving out at least one disease from 
Hiis class. I refer to CroiqK As wo see it, I do not know^ that 
^^this is anything more than an inflammatory disease, caused often 
^By cold and damp, as Pneumonia and Tleurisy are, not epidemic, 
^not coJitugious, and only endemic in the improper use of that 
I word, which extends it over diseases produced by ordinary ex- 
' posures, and which are of course moat*common in the most ex- 
posed situations. In Paris, vcy probably in other European 
cities, it prevails in particular seasons, and localities, with very 
, g reat severity, making little epidemics. With us, it is more com- 
^■non in some seasons than in others, and so is Pneumonia. Diar- 
^T-hrra is often caused by imprudence in diet or exposure to damp, 
^^without any sign of zymotic influence. But the fatal cases of 
^fciarrhma and dysentery are generally under unfavorable atmos- 
^pheric influences, in the midst of foul air, and ofe^x x\vcv\i\SN^\^ 
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epideiuics, so that these diseases, considered as cames of deaths Ml 
prop<*rly iiuiivr tUh lioad 

Zyinotic diseases formed, in tht3 two periods taken together, 
S5.95 per cent, of all the specilled causes of death. In the first 
period, they were 30 J 9 per cent* In the second period, when 
the cholera added 17C to the snm of mortality^ zymotic^ caused 
37.19 per cent- In the first Registration Report they were charged 
with only 28,73 per cent. JThis last ratio is nearly as high as that 
present(*d by the Massachusetts registry from its commencement 
to the close of the year 1S54, which assigned to tliese diseases 
^9.05 io every 100 deaths from ascertained causes. The highest 
percentage from these diseases in any one year of the Massachu- 
setts Reports was 3S,70, in t!ie year 1849, when cholera, ily^en- 
tery and scarlatina were particularly fatal. 

These diseases do not bear the same proportion to other causes 
of death in different parts of the State. Thus, to take our two 
periods together, out of every hundred deaths from specified 
causes in each county, those from zymotics were, in Newport 
county, only 2.48, in Kent but 7-61, in Bristol, 20.34, in Wash- 
ington, 21,87, while in Providence county they were abottt ivro- 
fifths of the whole number, or 39,33 in a hundred. 

By a newspaper article before quoted, it appears that of the 
966S deaths recorded in the city of Provideuce in the twelve 
years ending wdth 1S53, 8794 had some assigned cause. Of the^e 
3024 were attributed to zymotic diseases, being about 34*39 per 
cent. By the registry now^ before us, Providence city had from 
June 1853 to December 1854, 37.2J) per cent, of its deaths ascribed 
to tliese diseases. 

There is in the Appendix, a table of the causes of death in War- 
ren for six years past, framed from Dr. Bullock's conimunicauon. 
By this it appears that in that place the mortality by zymotic dis- 
eases has been less than a fifth of the whole mortality from known 
causes, and but about a sixth of the entire mortality. The respi- 
ratory elass caused about a third. 

By the table from Bristol, we find that of all the deaths in thnt 
town, from all causes, 30,52 per cent, were attributed to zymotics, 
or nearly twice as large a proportion as in the adjoining town of 
Warren. The respiratory class is charged with only 1-5,91 per cent^ 
But the statement, from which I compiled this table, probably 
mentions only the more prominent causes of death, as it only as- 
signs the cause of about two-thirds of the whole number. 



1853^54.] 



CAUSES OF DEATH. 



45 



•»; 






It eeema that these destroyers iall much more intensely on the 
inliabitaiitfis of the county and city of Providence- As will be sta- 
ted ill our Conoluding Reinurks, the loortality by these di^euses in 
English cities, outruns that of rum I places nnd snuill town.s, much 
more than tho gencml mortality does. The proportion of these 
diseases among the causes of death i^ nuule a test of the sanilary 
_eoiidition of tovvny. This is assimiing that the other great de- 
troyers are comparatively uniforni in their ravages in diflerent 
"^plai^es. The Regiatnir Grenend of England, Mr, Farr, dednci's this 
|la\v, that "where the ab^Jolute nim'tality is lovt', the number of 
ieaths in the epidemic class ia less than in the pulmonary class j 
and that on the contniry, whenever the deaths in tins class are ex- 
ceeded by tlie deatlis iu the epidemic class, the absolute mort^ility 
is high," Our returns do not give the real rate of moi'tality in the 
Beveral counties, so that we cannot judge how tliis test applies hei'c. 
The same English Reports show a great excess iu the ratio of 
ieaths by consumption to population in the citiesj over the small 
^wns ; and it wovdd strike us strangely if this law were found to 
1)o!d here, with about a fifth of our deatlis ascribed to consumption. 
The facts from WaiTcn are well worth noticing ; there are 93 
^di^afiis l>y respiratory diseases to ouly 50 by zymotics i and the an- 
^bual mortality is less than one to seventy iiihabitants- 
^B Tliese diseases bear most heavily on two periods of life, child- 
^!io(k1 and early adult life. Out of S12 deaths, with specified causes, 
I ami SSS deatlis from all cuuses, under five years of age, zymotics 
^kaused 455< That is, while they produced about a third of the 
^^eneral mortality, they produced over a half of the mortality of 
young childreji. Also, more than half the whole number of deaths 
by zymotic diseases oeenrred in the first five years of life, wdiile but 
about W per cent* of all Horts of deatlis occurred within this age. 
^_ Deatlis by zymotics have been most frequent in females, (as 
^l^eatlis of all kinds are ;) 407 were males, 416 females, and 7 of un- 
specified sex- But among chihlreu, though the excess of all deaths 
falls on males, the excess of this class tails on females, iu a higher ratio 
j^thaii wlien we include all ages j our returns giviug 219 male deaths 
^By zymotics under 5, 2U9 tbrnale deaths, and 7 of unreported sex. 
1^ Highest iii nifu*taIJty o(^ these diseases stands Di/senffrij, In the 
whole nineteen mouths, it caused S.79 per cent, of all deaths by spec- 
ified causes, a higher proportion by full 3 per cent, than in Massa- 
|liusi!tts iu 1853 and 1854. The mere fact that 131 out of the 203 
ieaths were under five years of age, proves that the term was not ?ka- 
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curatcly used in tlie registry, Unitiiig the two names, Dnirrhtm 
and Dysinttnjf wliich are often used mtercliiuigenbly, we have 240 
deatli?;, or 10,39 per cent, Each <lisease in caeh period was more 
fatal to feniales than males ^ the aggregate bemg 104 males, 133 
females, *i of iiiiknowfi sex* 

The period of lite most Jatal under these two heads w^a>i the firwt 
five years, 102 d*.'aths^ or just over two-thirds, being at this tender 
age* Tlie roost fatal months were, in the following order, Augnst 
(97 dt^athK,) September, (aotleaths,) October, (;34 deaths,) Jnly, (30 
deaths.) The whole nnndjer in all other months of the two years 
1853 and lSr54 was only 22, There is a great difference in tla« 
count ies. Of the deatlis fi'oni specified causes in our two period?, 
reported from Kent, but 2-17 per cent, are attributed to DiaiThoeu 
and Dysentery, in Newport 3.45, in Bristol 4.24, in Washington 
0,25, aod in Providence 11*76 per cent- Coupling this statement 
with tliat as to the age^ of most of these deaths, we are led to be- 
lieve that the excels of these causes of death in Providence coimtj' 
is exaggerated in our returns, Onr registiy assigns to Providence 
city 20li out of the whole 240 deaths. 

In Massachnsetts, in 1S54, the deaths by diarrhoea and dysenterj 
together, were 6,00 per cent, of all by ypeeificd causes ; tho^ by 
dysentery alone, 5t59 per cent. 

Cholera ItifatUiim and Cholera Morbus are so nearly alfied to 
diarrhcea, that they nught as well perhaps have been considered all 
together. Cholera Infantum is charged with 107 deaths, or ^M 
per cent ; 50 males and 50 fenniles, one of unknown sex, Threft 
only were after the fifth year ; and to make up for these, we have 
as many called Cholera Morbus in the rcturnsj that took place un- 
der five years of age- I have let these reinain uuder that name, as 
it can cause no confusion, and may help to call attention to tlje 
im2>ortance of using names correctly. Cholera liifiiutmn appears 
exclusively as a disease of the hot months, and those wMcli tbllow 
the hot months, the deaths being in August 53j in September :29, m 
July 20, October 3, Xo\Tmber 2. Providence city vvas the almost 
exclusive scene of this mortality ; 96 deaths were in the city, seven 
in other parts of the county, two in Bristol county, one in Newportt 
and one in Washington. 

Thus we have one group of diseases, resembling one another, 
all much more fatal in the first five years of life than later, all 
raging almost exclusively in the four inontlis July, August^ Sep- 
tember and October, and much more prevalent in the city of Prov* 
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idence tban elsewhere. This last iioint appeai-s too strongly iii 
our tigurea, for a reason we have repeatedly stated. AVo regret 
that we have not means to trace more exactly to its source, thisi 
increased mortality in the tentierest ktgv. of life* As vicioua habits 
ind unhealthy occupations cannot explain It, — unless indeed by 
"their liei'editary iiitlueni^e transndtted from parents and grand]ia- 
ronts, and lesseiUTjg the chances of liie in the odlspring, — we are 
iven to seek its cause in the impnr^ air of the city. English 
regiat ration has f^howTi that it is greatly increased by impurities 

I which might be lesseiied, if not wholly remo^^etl, by local nuisan- 
Bes, uncleanly habitsj crowded dwellings, iDipeifect drainage, &;e. 
DtLr own facts at least teach the importance of remo^dng cliildren 
pom the operation of these causes, so much more common in the 
fcity, dmiiig the liot months of the year- Eveiy means by which 
city-iamilies are enabled to spend their summers out of town, 
every facility tor reaching tire places of busine.^8 early in tlie Jay 
id returning at night, the cheap excursions down ain* Bay, — all 
means of saving our vital stock from immediate loss, and pre- 
jreuting that state of things where ehildrcn are bom to die, bur- 
lening the community in their days oi" helplessness, and never 
Bcompensing it by their active labor. 

For the sake of bringing together the great causes of infantile 

lortality, we will take up next another group of diseases, almost 

peculiar to childhood* Those we have been considering affect the 

ligestive tmct, the lining membrane of the alimentarj^ canal. The 

lext group affect more particularly the skin, or tiie lining mem- 

jrane of the air-pasiligea. They ure not so exclnsive in their 

choice of seasons as the last, but are on the whole more fatal in 

10 other eight months of the year, from the end of October round 

to the first of Jidy. They are, in order of fatality, scarlahna, 

croujh meadcs, hooping cough. Togetlier they are charged with 

186 deaths, or about eight per cent, of all from specified causes, 

"Among chihlretJ under five years of age, while the first group 

eaused 2G7 (or *S2,S8 per cent*) these aftections canaed 143 (or 17.01 

jer cent.) 

SeaHatim is charged with 104 deaths, or 4i per cent, of all 
Jeaths from specified eauses. The males were 48j the females 56, 
The deaths in the first five years of life were 74, in the next five 
jrears' period 23> in the third, 5, leaving one death between 20 and 
JO years, and one at an unspecified age. Taking the first five 
lonths of 1S53 into our reckoniiag, so as to have t^c* ^^^^\^%■«x.'&^ 
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we have a total of 15^ deatbs, distributed as follows; in March 
27» in January, Fehriiar}^ and Juths carVi 16, May 15, Apnl, Jul)% 
August aod November, each 11, Deceitiber 10, October S, Septem- 
ber 1* This disease becomes upideiuic at different seasons of th^ 
year, but wo see that its highest mortality has been in tbeiuotithe 
when \^iuter bns the strongest hokl, (more than a third in January, 
FebruiirjMind Marclj), while its Jiglitest was in the two which 
follow* the long coiitiniianee of heat. Of all the deaths from speci- 
fied causes in Kent couutyj but 1*09 per eent* are frora scar]atina« 
in Ne\^^>ort 1.3S, in Wtishtngton *}A2 per cent*, in Providence 5.2 
per cent. None are reported from Bristol county. Ninetj" four 
of the w^hole 104 are from Providence city ! 

In Massachusetts, in the five years, 1S50— 54, 7l^21 per ceuL of 
the deaths w^re under five years old, and 22 per cent, from 5 to 
10, — a singularly close correspondence with our own returns. 
The mouths January to May were tlie most fatal by scarlatina, 
haying more than half the deaths. August, September and Octo- 
ber had the fewest. 

3/r^M/^* caused 15 deaths, all in iBr)4, They w^ere equally di- 
vided between the two sexes, if we bisect the ** unknown " child 
Three of the deaths were from the fifth to the tenth year of life, 
the remainder were under five. They took place, 7 in July, 3 in 
June, 3 in August, 1 in May, and 1 in October. All but twt 
were in Providence city ; one was in Providence county, outside 
of the city, one in Washington. It appears then that our city 
w^as visited with a somewhat severe mortality from meaalea, 
amounting to an epidemic, which w^as at it* height in July. 

Croup is charged with 63 deatlis, or 2*20 per cent. Thirty vpere 
nialea, and tweuly-tiiree females. Two deaths are of unspecified 
age ; seven in the period from five to ten veal's ; the remaining 
forty-four in the first five years of life- Including the whole year 
1853, there were in June 10, in April and September 9 each, 
February and October 8 each, March, November and DecemberT 
6 each, Jauuary 5, May, July and August 3 each. The per cent- 
age of deaths by croup to all by known causes, was, for Kent 
county, 1.09, Newport, 2.07, Providence, 2.29, Bristol, 4.24. 

Ilotqfijig Covgh caused 14 deaths, all in 1S54, and half in each 
sex. They show no great choice of months; there were two ia 
February, April, May, August, and September each ; one in Jami- 
ar}% March, July and October eaclu Excepting one, all were 
within the first five years of Ufe- Eleven w^ere in Providence citjj 
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^ one in the county outside of the city, and two in Bristol county, 
^B In tlift two years 1853 aad 1854, these four diseases last named 
^K lused 255 deaths, vi?^,. 



In Mu ch, 13p33 per cent 

^*^ June, 11,37 

H<' February, ^0.2 
H'' January, 9,-:^ 
W'' April, 9,02 *' 

" July, 8.63 '' 




In May, 8,20 per cent. 

*« August, 7,45 '* 
** October, 7.00 
*' November, 6,67 " 
" December, 6,67 *' 
** September, 1.96 *' 



The month of their greatest fa^^^ity is that which follows the 

;ong prevalenco of cold, as that of u "-ir least follows the long 

revalence of heat. But this unequal du ' ''ibution through the 

ns is much more marked if we take a lar^ ^r body of facts. 

,e Massachnaetts returns for five years ending \.^th 1854, the 

deatliB by scarlatina, measles aud croup were thus divia^ 1 ; 



[n January, 11,35 


per cent. 


In May, 


b,:^ 


n»-*<» " *i^ 


** March, 11.17 




" October, 


6.74 




*' December, 10,91 




** June, 


6,53 




** February, 10,54 




'* August, 


5,59 




** April, 9.5 




" July, 


5.5^ 




** November, 8,59 




" September, 


5,2 





This proves that, in our climate, these diaeasea are much more 
ital iu the very months which are most exempt from the ravages of 
10 group we studied first. 

The five deaths by thrush were all in the first five yeai.. '^f l'*' , 
Tout were females. Two occurred iji September, one in July, 
)ctober and December each, (beside one iu March, 1853); one in 

rashiugtou county, four in Providence city. 

Snudl For* — We are pained to have to acknowledge two deaths 

1853, and eleven iu 1854, by email pox, beside one in 1853 by 

varioloid. Four were males and ten females j eight were children 

^nder five. All were in the City of Providence, six in September, 

iree in July, two in November, two in December, one in August. 

Chey make 0»61 per cent of all the deaths from specified causes 

. the State, 

We will next examine those zjiuotic diseases which, as a whole, 
re most fatal in early adult life, or which show no particular 
loice as to ages. 
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Cholera Morhm bas 18 deaths as&igiied to it ; (0.7S per cent-)? 
nine iu each sex; seven between the thirtieth uinl fortieth yeaf 
of age, one after the eightieth, and one between seventy and eighty ; 
10 in July, 7 in August, 1 in October; ail in the city of Provi- 
dence. 

The presence of Asiatic Cholera m the year 1853 was not gener- 
ally acknowhMiged ; and probably the two deaths reported as by 
cholera in that year, both in Providence, were specimens of our 
indigenous disease. They were in July and August, and between 
the ages of thirty and fifty » But in the year 1S54, this epidemic 
visited our two cities, and some other parts of the Stat*. Onr 
registry attributes to it 176 deaths, (or 7*G2 per centp), 98 malefi, 
76 femalet^, and two of unknown sex. They were thus distributed 
between the different periods of life, from 30 to 40, forty deatlis* 
from SO to 30, thirty-three deaths, from 40 to 50, twenty-four, 
luider 5> twenty-two, from 50 to 60, eighteen, from 5 to 1.0, 60 tc^ 
70, and 70 to SO, each ten, from 15 to :30, five, from 10 to 15, 
three, and oyer 80 one. There were 117 in August, 2Z in Sep- 
tember, Id in July, 9 iu June, 8 in May. They constituted \M 
per cent of the mortality from specified causes in Kent count)* 
%nt}i£ year 1854, 11.92 in Providence county, and 16,96 in Newport 
count)\ No cases were reported from Bristol or Washington. 
Tliis is the first zymotic disease we have met which is charge J 
with a higher proportion of the mortality in any other county 
than in that of Providence. Our friends of Newport have acquired 
the liabilities as well as the advantages of a city. 

The statistics of cholera in Providence have beeu very fidly 
presented in a city document, a letter from Dr. Snow, which is 
referred to in the Concluding Kemarks of this Eeport. Some of 
the facts are there cited, to illustrate the practical usefulness of 
these inquiries. An article iu the Providence Journal, by Dr. (1. 
L. CollinSj gives some comparative views of the epidemics of 184^ 
and 1854, in Providence. It shows that there was a great corres- 
pondence in the increase and decline of the epidemic in the i'wo 
years. In each year, it began to be severe a little afler July j^Oth. 
reached its height at the second week in August, and began to 
decline by the last week iu that month. In 1854, no deaths were 
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The following table of ages is given 



1849, 

22 

2 
47 
26 
25 
18 
11 

3 



1S54. 

32 

7 
31 
35 
22 
14 

8 

9 



**Tlie average age of those dyiug in 1849 was about 34 years anct 

K months; for 1854, it was 31 years and 2 months." 
We have endeavored to obtain more nnnnte accoimts of thii?i 
iseasej from other parts of the State, where it prevailed in 1854, 
lit they have not come to hand in season. 
The next group of zymotics cojnprehends the Fevers^ — with their- 
titles, biliousj continued, remittent, typhoid and t}T^>luis- With 
them wo may join enji^ipelm. These first five names might perhaps 
well have been united under the general name, Fever, or the 
70 heads of remittent and continued. Doing tliis, we have, 
our whole nineteen months, 69 deaths attributed to " Fever,'- 
and continued fevers, one to remittent fever. This last death was 
of a male, under five, in Pro\adence city, — a case we suppose of 
le infantile gastric remittent fever of English writers- 
The sixty nine deaths hj/emr^ presumed to have been continued 

I fever, were 40 in males, 29 in fejoalesp 
I In our nineteen months, the cases were thus allotted to the dif^ 
iereot periods of life, 
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In the two w4]ole years 1S53 and 1854, there were 79 cases j in 
the followmg months: in October 13, in July and September 
ach lOj in January 9, December 8, February, June and August, 
ch 6, November 5^ March 4, April and May^ ead^ QT^a* 
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In Kent county, these fevers rauBed L09 per cent, of all deaths 
frOTJi specified causes ; in Providence coimty 2.76, in Washington 
0J, in Newport 4,14, and in Bristol 6.78^ 

It will be observ ed that, like cholera, these diseases found most 
victims in early adult life, 

Erysipfh/s was fatal in but nine reported cases j eight of them 
in the year 1854. Four were malegj five females, No partiality is 
^hown for particular ages of life ; one caee being nnder five, and 
one over eighty ; nor for parts of the year, there being (taking in 
the two Ml years 1853 and 1854) two deaths in January and Oc- 
tober, and one in each other month except May, August and No- 
vember. Of our nine Deaths, one was in Bristol coimtyt one in 
Kent, the rest in Providence city. 

The Diseases called Genekal or of Uncektath Seat arc not 
properly a classf, having nothing in common but the fact that they 
cannot be located. 

The most fatal of these diseases was Dropsy, causing 61 deaths, 
or 2»G4 per cent* of all the deaths from specified causes- We 
ought to add to these, in our present analysis, the deaths froin 
dropsy of the brain, chest and abdomen. But the term Hyilro- 
cephalus, which properly means water in the htad^ is a|iplicd ta 
acute inflammations of the brain, and our returns do not show how 
many of the deaths by that disease have any claim to the title of 
dropsies. Leaving these to be considered in the third clasSj we 
may add to the 61 deaths by Dropsy, 7 by Ilydrothor^ix (dropey 
of the chest) and 3 by Ascites (dropsy of the abdomen,) The 
dropsical deaths were as nearly divided qb possible betw^een the 
sexes, (31 males, 30 females ;) those by Ilydrothorax, 2 males, 5 
females \ those by Ascites all females* Of the dropsies, nearly half 
were later than the GOth year of life, a large proportion, when we 
remember that only one sixth of all the deaths were at so late an 
age. There were 1§ between 40 and 50, and as many between 60 
and 70, 11 between 70 and 80, 5 between SO and 30, 4 under fire 
years old, as many between 50 and 60, &:c. Dropsy, so-called, 
is then a disease mainly of advanced life. The deaths by Hydnh 
thorax were, two from 30 to 40, and one in each of these periods, 
10—15, 20—30, 40—50, 50 — GO, 70— SO. It bore most severely 
on the ' Productive Age.' The "deaths by Ascites were one be- 
tween 15 and 20, one between 40 and 50, one between 60 and 70. 

No rule appears to determine the season at which dropsical 
deaths take place. The 61 were thus distributed, 13 in March and 
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etobf^r, each, in Jaaaaiy 7, in July, September and December 
each 6, in May, August and November each 5, in February and 
April each 4, in June none^ and one in an unreported month. Of 
all the deaths by specified causes in Pro vide nee county^ dropsy 
caused but 1.93 per cent*, in Newport 4.83 per cent,, in Bristol 
6.78 per cent., in Kent 8.7 per cent., none were reported in Wasli- 
ington. Wo now begin to find diaeaaes that produce more of the 
mortality elsewhere than in the county of Pro\Tdence. The ratio 
f mortality by these diseases to population may be higher in Prov- 
idence county and city than elsewhere, but our data do not tell 
this. 

Marasmm, — This term is very yagne> being applied to all kind^ 
of chronic wasting complaints of children, that no better name can 
Lbe found fon It properly corresponds more nearly to chronic dis- 
^Base of the mesenteric gland.^ than to anything elsep We find it 
^■charged with 23 deaths, 21 of them in the first five years of age, 
Htwo between 50 and 70 ; 13 males and 10 females. They are all 
^pfrom Providence city and Newpoii; county. In the State, and in 
either county where they occur, they form not far from one per 
ent. of all the deaths from kuowo causes. 

Cmicer ia charged with 20 deaths. With these, we ought to 

onsider the cancers of which the seat is specified, viz : two of 

;he stomach J one of the liver, two of the uterus, one of the breast, 

aking a total of 2G deatli^ by cancer p This is about one and one 

lighth per cent. Of tlie unlocalized cancers, (unlocalized in our 

■cord) 6 were in males, 14 in females ] the death by cancer of the 

iver was in a male, all the rest were in females, making in all, 

Yen males to nineteen femalcii. Their ages wera ; 



Cancer (of mispeoiaed Beat) 

'* of Liver. ........ 

^' of Uterus. 

"* of Breast 



Totnl.. 



'JO-30'3(>^0 40-50 



6a-eO|60-70s 



7(^-80 



Ovexm 



1 



Sixteen of the deaths by ** Cancer" were in Providence county., 
and one in each of the other counties. Of the localized cancers, 
that of the breast was in Bristol county, one of the stomach in 
^Newport, the remainder all in Providence county. 

Scrofula Qiul Tuhcrck are charged with only 7 deaths^ about tiii 
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per cent*, a amaller proportion than shown in the last Massachu- 
sette Report, There were four males, three fenmles, one betw<*cn 
15 and 20, the others all below 5 ; the death by tubercle in Xew- 
port county, all tliose by scrofula in Provhlence city. These fig^ 
iires give no idea of the amount of mortality really caused by 8cro* 
fula* 

Diseases of the Nervous System -^ — This importaut class of 
diseases produced 301 deaths in our two periods, being about 13 
out of every hundred deaths by specified causes- The nialea were 
153, the females 145, those of unknown sex S* Of these, 246 w^ere 
in the county of Providence, (227 of them in the city,) 20 iu Bris- 
tol county, 15 in Newport, 11 in Kent and 9 in Washington. Of 
all specified causes of death, tbcse diseases formed in Newport 
county 10»34 per cent*, in Kent 1L9G per cent., in Providence 
county 12.8, in Bristol 10,95, and in Wasliiugton 2S.12- In Mas- 
sachusetts, during the time for which the results of registration 
have been collected into tables, the percentage has been 9.8-5- 

Witli two or three very importaut exceptions, these dietsasesi 
count most victims in the first ten years of life. The various af- 
fections of the brain, vaguely designated as congestion, disease, 
or inflammation of that organ, and hydrocephalus, together T?^aili 
convulsions, are charged in all with 221 deaths, of which 164 are 
in the first five years' period, 23 in the next, the rest scattered all 
the way from 10 to 80 years. The terms convulsions and tit^ can- 
not well be distinguiBhed, and have been allowed to stand as they 
occurred in the returns. It might be better, for puii>08es of study, 
to caU all that occur in the earlier agc^s of Ufe convulsions, but I 
have ibllowed the example of the first Rhode Island Report, and 
the Massachusetts Reports. Of these deaths, a majority were in 
males, (117 males, 101 females, 3 of unknown sex.) These deaths 
show^ no particular preference as to seasons- There were 194 in 
Providence count}^ (178 of these in the city,) 14 in the county of 
Bristol, S in Washington, 3 in Kent, 2 in New^jort ; or a quarter 
of all deaths by known causes in Washington, a little more than a 
tenth in Providence, nearly 12 per cent, in Bristol, 3.S6 per centi 
in Kent, 1.38 per cent, in Newport. 

The most important disease of advanced life, in this class, was 

Ap^jiexy. It caused 37 deaths, about 1.6 per cent, of all the deaths 

from kno\^Ti causes. If we add to this, Farahjds^ we have a total 

,iif 49^ or more than 2 per cent. Sixteen were males, thhly-thrce 
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feinal*?9- Of thoBe who died of apoplexy, nine were between 70 and 
50, eiii[lit ovtT 80» and seven from 60 to 70, so tliat almost two- 
'thirde of these deaths were in tlie *^ aged class," a class which forms 
but about one sixteenth of the wholtj population, Fi'V'^e of these 
ieaths were between 30 and 40, two between 40 and 50, and two 
"between 20 and 30. Of paralysis, more than half the deaths were 
sfter 60, none under thu^ty< The greater number of females li\dng 
the advanced ages accounts, in part, for the greater number 
jlf female deaths by ni>o|.jlexy and paralysis. These 49 deaths were 
Ihiis divided in their geography j S7 iu Providence county, 10 in 
lewiiort, 7 in Kent, 4 in Bristol, 1 in Wasldngton, But with this 
jreat absolute excess of reported deaths, Pro\ddenee stands lowest 
, the rate of mortality by these diseases, as compared with other 
causes of death* Of all deaths by assigned causes, in this county, 
ley caused only 1,4 per cent., in Was^hington 3l per cent, in Bris* 
tol 3,3S, in Newport 6.9, in Kent 7,61 per cent^ That isj if our 
reports are correct. We have seen, however, that the deaths in 
advanced lifeaa^e given more fully, especially in Kent and New- 
port. 

The medical inquirer will notice with interest two deaths by 
^o/iemttg of the l/raiu, a disease first distinctly brought into general 
biQtiee by a living physician, M, Eostan, of Paris, Both were in 
females, one between 10 and 50, the other between 60 and 70 ; the 
jfirst-uamed dying in Providence city in October, lS-54, the second 
Bristol county in November, 1853. No such fact is noted in the 
three last Massachusetts Reports, if in any previous ones. We ob- 

Ierve with pleasure any signs of minute attention to exactness in 
lamiug the causes of deatli* 









Diseases of the Respiratohy System. — This class of diseases 
B raif^ed into a very high rauk among the destroyers of our race, 
by containiTig one wliich takes the lead of all. In our returns, 
|n each period, it falls a good deal below the zymotic class- In 
'the former Rhode Island Report it almost equalled that class. In 
Ma«sachusettSy from the beginuiug of its Registration Reports to 
;lie end of 1S51, jsynjotic diseases were ahead of the respiratory 
'diseases ; but in each of the tliree years since, up to the end of 
654, the respiratory claims exceeded its great rival in fatality, 
e must look for the source of these variations to the great over- 
dowing cause of death. Pulmonary Consumption* 
III the nineteen months which make our immediate G.'Ai ^^ 
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study, 597 deaths were ascribed to these maladies, (vk, : io the 
last seven months of 1S53, 172, and in the year 1834, 425,) The 
deaths are thiia divided through the counties j 4S5 in Providence 
eoTinty, 42 in Bristol, 37 iu Kent, 26 iu Neveport, and S in Wash- 
ington, These deaths were 25*86 per cent, of all deaths by 
flpecified causes in the State ; in Newport county tliey were but 
17.24 per cent, of all by specified causes, in Washington exactly 
25 per centj in Providence county, 25.23 per eent., in Bristol 
85.6 per cent,, and in Kent 40.2 i per cent. That is, if our re- 
ports are correct, they cause a far larger proportion of the whole 
mortality in Kent anrl Bristol than elsewhere j and more than 
twice as large a proportion in either as in Newport. The males 
were 270, the females 325, and there were two of unspecified 
sex. 

But this class includes two principal subdivisions, and it will 
ba most instructive to view the two separately. The first com- 
prehends Consumpm?L, with which it would probably be soft* to 
include the cases vaguely called tlisaim of' the hmgs» The other 
i n cl u d es mfia m m atonj affctt j c»«5 o f v a ri ou s ki n d s . A v ery few s t rag- 
glera remain outside of either. 

CmisumptioH is charged with 4S9 deaths, or 21.18 per cent, *t 
all by known causes ; in the first period 19.58 per cent-, in t M 
second 21.9 per cent. In the former Eeport, the per cent? ge 
was 22.42. The small ratio in our first period of seven niOT ^hs 
depends in part on the portion of the year being the one \\ licb 
is most fatal by the zymotic diseases of summer. It is not jfteti 
found in our climate that the deaths attributed to this (' sftiase 
make less than one fifth of all that Iiave assigned causes. They 
have not done so in Massachusetts since 1S49, a year vey fatal 
by epidemics. 

Of these deaths, 216 were in males, 272 in females, ( ^r 44*17 
per cent, males, and 55,62 females,) 1 of unreported sex. Iw 
each divisional period of life the females were in exce* i, except- 
ing the first five years, and the periods from 40 to 50 ai d60 to70. 
This, together with the total distribution of consumptive deaths 
through the ages of life, will be shown by a table : 
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The excess of females is greater thau in the first report, not so 
reat as io inost receot Jlassaehusett^ reports. 
Our table shows very atrikiogly the preferences as to age of 
this disease. There are undoubtedly many dimtlig placed under 
this head, which occurred in the first five years of life, that be- 
long elsewhere, Cojfsumptiou, in its proper sense, as a tuber- 
cular disease of the lungs, leading to partial destruction of their 
substance and waste of the whole body^ is not one of the most 
frequent diseases of childliood ; and the term has no doubt been 
applied to many cases of marasmus and emaciation from other 
inses. It is a convenient name for such cases, when no physi- 
lan's certificate has been given. But the age of greatest preva- 
;oce of consumption is, we see, that of early adult life* More 
lan half the deaths w^ere between 15 and 40, and considerably 
?er one-tliird between 15 and 30. This is the age which per- 
ms of consumptive family, or who have had premouitory @ymp- 
jms, must provide for with greatest care. 
It is commonly said that a person's chance of dying by con- 
imptiou is pretty much gone by, if he continues well after the 

M period when the disease is most fatai Our figures show that 
tiany deaths attributed to this disease take place at mucli later 
igeSi And the same result appears in the obser\"ations of physi- 
ians w*ho were best qualified to define the disease lightly, and 
T\'ho tested their opinions by examination of tbeir patients after 
ith. This point is touch<^d on in the First Registration Report. 
U we have said, the early adult period is that w^hich ought to be 
lost carefully watched over, and persons who survive that, have 
iad their eusceptibility to this disease moat severely tested. But 
is not true that more persons die then in proportion to those 
iving. We have calcuhited the number of persons living at each 
period of life who wxre reqtured to furnish one consumptive death 
within that period. 
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To one death by Consumption, there were living, 
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The numbers living are taken from the Census of 1850 ; the 
deaths from our present returns. The destroyers of our race, con- 
sumption, certain zymotics, &c., fall so heavily on early adult life, 
that, as the survivors grow fewer and fewer, consumption loses in 
number of victims quite as much, it would appear, by the want 
of living material to feed upon as by any law of its own. At 
every ten years' period from 40 to 80, it was fatal to a larger frac- 
tion of those living than in the period from 20 to 30, 

The deaths by Consumption have shown no choice in seasons of 
the year. If we include the two whole years 1853 and 1854, we 
have a total of 589 deaths, distributed as follows : 
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The excess in August confirms our belief that this disease has 
been made a scape-goat for deaths of children from unknown 
causes, attended by emaciation. 

It would be of the highest interest to ascertain the real geo- 
graphical distribution of this disease. Inquiries of this kind are 
being extensively made in Massachusetts, w^hich have already 
proved how remarkably the prevalence of consumption varies in 
districts near one another, which lie differently in their exposure 
to the sun and winds, or are variously affected by neighboring 
streams and ponds. The results of these investigations will be 
made public ere long. They wdll show the great value of these 
studies, in regard to a disease which is so fatal as this, and which 
is much more susceptible of prevention than of cure. Dr. H. I. 
Bowditch of Boston, at a late meeting of the Rhode Island Med- 
ical Society, gave some of the earlier, as yet unfinished, results of 
these researches. He mentioned that, m one village lying to the 
south of a hilly range, protected from the Northerly and Easterly 
winds, consumption was found to be very rare, in another part of 
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tthe same town lying north of t-bo iiills, it was foimd quitu conunoi). 
But we will Dot anticipate the pubUcation of these facts. 
B We find reported from Bris^tol eoimly 35 deaths, from Kent 30, 
Brom Newport 20j from Pro%idenco 399, and frotti Wushingron 
only five* Of those from Provideuea county, 358 were from the 
■pity, 41 from other towns. The deaths by eonsninptioii formed 
■3.79 per t^ent. of all by specified canses in Neiiv^ort eounty, J 5.62 
mi Wa^sljiiigton, 20,70 in Providence, S9.66 in Bristol, nnd32X>l in 
Kent, For Providence city alone, the percentage was 20.29. 
I In onr &ix ycnrs' statement from WaiTcn, the deaths by con- 
■UGiption are .24,37 per cent, of all deaths from i?peeified causes, 
pud 23.29 per cent, of all deaths whatever* In onr ten years' 
■tatenient from the town of Bristol, the deaths ascribed to this 
fcseaEc are only 12.9S per cent. This singular difference between 
Eie most apparently trustworthy accoimtaj received ironi private 
■onrces and adjacent towns, ought to awaken particular attention 
■0 its causes. I can mention no circumstance thtit would lessen 
Hs apparent force, except this. In the account from Bristol it is 
■tated that these deaths were all in adults ; in -some placeSj as we 
Bave &aid, many children are reported as djnng of consumption, 
■lie ages of those who died by consumption io Warren are not 
Kiven. 

■ Generally speaking, an insular climate, tempered by the e(|ualizing 
fcfliH^nce of the ocean, without those piercing winds which serve 
BS the principal mementoes of the sea on our Atlantic shore, is 
■Mjlieved to be the most favorable for persons disposed to con- 
■fumptiou. Such climates are those of Florida and Madeira. We 
earnestly hope tliat returns of causes of death from the island of 
■thode Island, Irom Jf ew Sliorehani and Little Compton, naay era 
Bong be full and accurate, so that we can ascertain what parts of 
»nr own State are best for the residence of persons predisposed to 
Khis disease. No part ol' New England approaches so nearly to 
Bie insular or oceanic character as these. Still, we believe tliat 
T>2^^*i^t>ii is tending more mid more to the view expressed by a dis- 
tinguish ed]>hysician oi' Phihalelphia, Dr. Condie* This gentleman 

pas studied this subject with particular care for a long time, and 

itays, ** since more attention has been paid than was formerly done 

m the collection of correct statistics, consun}ption has been shown 

» be the disease rather of civilized life than of locality or climate," 

Beside liercditary influence, he nameSj as causes of this disease, 

■ long-continued sedentary occupations, in-door confinement, i^a.^- 
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ticiilarly in narrow ill-ventilatetl apartments, insufficient nutri* 
ment, close mental occupation, imbroken by relaxation and active 
exercise, anxiety of mind.'* 

With our deficient retumSj it is of little use to speak of the ra- 
tio of consumptive deaths to living population. As reported, it 
would not be from one death per annum to four hundred and sev- 
enty-seven of the inhabitants of the State, supposing our popu- 
lation had remained stationary since 1S50. This would be al- 
most half the rate per annum for MassachusettSp for the last live 
years ibr which we have Reports. In those five years added to- 
gether , the deaths by consumption, as recorded, amounted to mB 
for every 47 inhabitants, {1 to 235 per anuum.) 

In Providence city, in 1Sp54, the mortality by consumption, ac- 
cording to the State Registry, amounted to 249 deaths, or about 
one for every 187 inhabitants, (estimated as we mentioned imder 
the head of Births,) or one to 167 by the Census of 1S50. The 
city reports of interments give 2S4 deaths froui consumption in 
the same year. 

In Bristol, the number of deaths per annum is about one to ev- 
ery 4-50 inhabitants ; in Warren about one to every 30Q, That is, 
out of a given number of persons, about half as ujauy again die of 
consumption in Warren as in Bristol, supposing, as wc must, that 
the tenn is in the mtiin correctly appUcd. Need )ve call attention 
to the practical usefulness of such inquiries as this? 

The i?ijlammatonj dueases of the respiratory organs within the 
chestj Bronchiih, Fmumoma^ CangeMton and Abscess of the Lungs, 
Phurtsy^ and Eminjana^ caused 90 deaths, viz : rneumonia 67i 
Congestion of the Lungs 12, Broncliitis and Pleurisy each 4, EiQ* 
pyema 2, Abscess of the Lungs L Of the whole 90, 47 were males. 
41 females, two of unspecified sex ; 37 were tmder 5, ten between 
20 and 30, nine between 30 and 40, seven over 80, six betw^eim 60 
and 70, six between 70 and SO, five between 40 and 50, five be- 
tween 60 and GO, leaving but five between the ages of 5 and 20. 

They wore much most fatal in cokl months ; there beijig, (inck- 
ding two years, 1S53 and 1854) in Febniaiy and November each 
16 deaths, April 14, December 13, March 12, January 11, and in tb« 
months May to October, inclusive, but 32. Thus they diiier from 
consumption in attackingmost males, nnd prevaiHngiu cold monthsSi 
showing, that consTmjption is not materially promoted by thoije 
exposures which tend to produce inflaumiationa within the che^t. 

They produced in Newport county 2.07 per cent- of all deaths 
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by specified causes, in Wasiungton 3.12 per cent*, in I'rovidence 
^.S5, ill Kent 5,43, and m Bristol 6.93 per cont. 

Diseased of the CircuI/Atort System present, in onr second 
period, some gratifying instancea ofminiiteiiess intlie um of names 
Df diseases. The diseases of the heart, and pericardium or heart- 
pase, are cliarged with 53 deaths ; 26 in males, 27 females; six un- 
ler 6 years of age, 33 over 50* There were from Providence coun- 
^ 35, or 1.82 per cent of all deaths from specified causes, from New- 
port 11, or 7,59 per cent., from Kent 4, or 4.35 per cent, from 
Bristol 3, or 2.^4 per cent, j none from Washington. 

I Diseases of the Digestive System are charged witb 98 deaths 
&r 4,24 per cent, of all from pSpecified causes; 38 in males, <y5 in 
females. Teelking takes the lead among them; being properly a 
ciatnral function, which is often attended by disorders that may 
trove fatal. Teething is said to have caused 27 deaths, all under 
Ive years old ; 15 in females; one in Newport, and all the rest in 
Providence county. Many of these, probably, should have been 
Irscribed to some of the complaints of summer ; for they are nearly 
ill within the four months from July to October, viz : in Septeoiber 
?, August 6, October 5, Jnly 3 ; in the other 8 months but 6. 

The infiammatory diseases of the abdomen are said to have caused 
§6 deaths ; diarrboea, dysentery, &c,, the moat destructive of them, 
ieing considered elsewhere. The term htjlammatiom of the bowels 
in most instances probably means Ferifotnth^ and we have not, 

; is done in some Reports, translated the phrase into Greek, and 
Jailed it Enrerifis, The 2C deaths include thme three terms, witb 

iflammation of the stomach, Nineteen of them were in females; 
anrl their greatest prevalence seems to have been in the years of 

irly adult life. 
We congratulate our frieuds of ** South County," on the excel- 
lent state of their eirculatiou and digestion, for the year 1854, 

The remaining classes of CauseB of Death, except the two last, 
^fier no matter for ex te ruled conunent. All the deaths under class 
[II. were in females, and all which, perhaps, strictly belong un- 
der that head were in the county of Providence. The table from 
Warren (see Appendix) shows puerperal affections among the 
causes of death there ; but our registry shows them apparently 
confined to Providence County. The diseases forming class VIT- 
cbarged with 0,39 per cent,, class VIII. with 1 per cent*, class 
, witb 0.3 per cent,, and the diseaaes of the lnte^\xm«\i\jfe^ ^ 
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class made in other »tniilar Ueporta, areuot rt^presented at all m 
our first Perioil, aud produced but one death in the second. 

Old Age is said to have produced 100 deaths, heitig about 4.42 
per cent, of all from specified cuusoa. There were niofe than 
twice as many females as males (69 to 33«) Four of these mdi- 
viduaU, (5 females and one tiKi!e») were between GO and 70,— 
thirfcy-thi'ee were from 70 to 60, and sixty-three (17 mulei^ and 46 
females,) were over S0« Temperature, or season of the year, 
seems to have had little effect on this cause of death ; there being, 
ill the years ISoS and ISHt 1-5 deaths in March, 14 in January 
and August each, 13 in December, 12 iu July and September 
each, 10 ill October, 9 in February, 7 hi April and May* G in June 
and 4 in November, They constituted hi Pruvideiice county but 
3*02 per ceut, of all by specified causes ; in Bristol S-47 per cent*T 
in Kent 9-78, in Washington 1Sp5, and in Newport 14. 4S per eeal 
This iq a veiy great difference. The number reported from Kew* 
port, one seventh of all deaths, is especially remarkable; six of 
these were between the ages of 70 and 80, thirteen over SO, aud 
two running into the dark ages. Two deaths by senile gangreoif 
ought to be united with those by old age in our analysia. 

The Causes of Death called Violet or External, contribute 
to the list of deaths from assigned causes 5,02 iu a hundred — one 
twentieth. Droiv/ih/g caused a little more than one per cent 
Of 24 persons drowned, 5 only were females ; none were over 60, 
two were under 5 years old* Our present returns show no cases 
of drowning in the months between the end of October and the 
begiuuing of March; which renders it probable that most occurr- 
ed in bathing. Two were in Newport county, all others in Prov- 
idence, Btirns and Sealdi^ caused the death of 5 males and 11 fe- 
males; 10 of whom were under five years old; all but one iu 
Providence county. Intenvperance is charged with 12 deaths, of 
which one quarter were in females* Sfmidc^ mth six, one^third 
in females. All the suicides were in Providence county, inclu- 
ding a female in her teens and a male over seventy. 



The causes of the deaths of colored persons are shown in a i 
ular form in the Appendix. There being just 100> the percen- 
tage by each cause is the same as the number by each cause, | 
(deaths from unknown causes not being excluded.) Zymotic dift- 1 
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^Kases produced 14, or les;^ tliau two fifths as high a proportion aB 
^Bbey caused iji the mortality of the tuitire population, ^vliite and 
^Kolored togetlicr. No death of a colored person was attributed 
^^o epidemic cholera in 1854; while eleveu were so reported in 
Pro vide uce city, iu 1S49. The respiratory claas of diseases caus- 
ed 40, or two fifths of all the deaths of colored persous. Of the 
diole mortality, they caused not tpiite a quarter. CoiisLimption 
msed 29 out of 100 deaths among the colored, 19 J 7 to every 
too aujoog the white. Mr. Farr's law, that the general mortali- 
is high wherever the zyiuotio* cla^s h more fatal thau the res 
biratory, is applied, I believe, only to comparisons between dif 
3rent regions. It certainly does not liold in regard to races, 
fhe excessive tendency to consumption in our colored inhabitants 
diffi^rently explained, and the question might lead to very iu- 
jresting discussion, Two reasons may be supposed to account 
)r it. Their organization is fitted for a hotter climate, and it has 
3en found that tropical birds and animals sutler by diseases akin 
I consumption, when brought to our zone. Many men of pro- 
)und scientific knowledge, believe that tlie negro is specifically 
lijstinct from the white, and that the mixture ofblood now become 
general in our country, leads to a hybrid race, — or if that ternj 
an absurdity, to a race with some approacli to this character, 
fud with the inevitable tendency to weakness and extinction, 
irhich belongs to the hybrid. If such a specific difference really 
istSi the inference drawn from it becomes a fair one, and may 
ielp to explain the great liahihty of the mixed race to consump- 
tion. Tlic proportion of deaths by old age is a little higher 
among the colored than among the white, 

OCCUPATIONS. 

We regret that the want both of material and time prevents 

10 nr studying the influence of different occupations on longevity 
and disease. This inquiry would be of very great usej if we had 
■leans of prosecuting it to definite results, as it would aid young 
pen in choosing occupations with a view to their own constitu- 
Bon and liabilities to disease. Some illustrations of this, rela- 
ling to consumption, will be found in our Concluding Remarks- 
As facts accumulate, year after year, general truths of great val- 
ue will be obtained, and the data for every period ought, there- 
to be carefully preserved. The mode of classifying occu.^^- 
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tions is very faulty ; it is taken from the former Report, and wfi 
have not liad time to form any other \Aan, Any deductions from 

these tables would need to be collated with other statistloa m 
regard to the living individuals who belong to each calling. M% 
can make no inference as to the effect of a particular occupation 
in favoring good health a d long life, unless We know what ages 
naturally tend toward that occupation* For example, in our 
present returnsj ag in all others which I liave lately examined, 
agricnltnrists present the highest mean duration of life* Hoiv 
much is this explained by the real superiority, in the circum- 
stances which promote health, of the farmer over all other 
classes of persons ? Or* how much may it be accounted for by 
the geueral thronging of young men toward the city, and to oc- 
cupations pursued in the city and large towns, or to the more ia- 
viting soil of the Westj leaving their elders to culti\*ate the old 
farms? Again, we find difierent diseases charged with certain 
numbers of victims in each class of occupations, but we do not 
know how many persons there are living, who belong to each 
occupation. This subject ought to be more thoroughly examined 
It is employing some of the ablest men of mcmnce in Europe ; and 
we owe it to humanity, to the good and credit of our country, to 
learn all we can in regard to influences which are acting daily, 
year after year, on the classes of our community. 

But we have not time to examine this subject. The only gen- 
eral result we obtain as to longevity is, that persons employed ia 
farming show, in every period » the highest average longevity, 
merchants and traders coming next, while ** laborers," persons em- 
ployed in manufactories, and sea-faring men, constantly come 
near the foot of the list. In our whole nineteen months, the 
average duration of life of agiculturists was 63,13, of merchants, 
traders, &c,j ol.yo, oi' females with assigned occupations, 4S.54, 
in the learned occupations (so called,) 48,50, '^ the miscellaneous " 
48,4^^, mechanics and artisans, 43.34, sea-faring men 43, those 
employed in manufactories 38.89, laborers, 38*87. 

It is particularly unfortunate that we have so poor returns 
from manufacturing villages, where occupations are carried oa 
which must have marked effects, for good or evil, on the human 
coostitution. 




CONCLUDING 

It is thought best by the Committee, under whose direction this 
Report has been prBpareil, that some remarks be added, upon the 
value and uses of a system of Registration, The state of the re- 
turos, as exhibited iu the preceding Tahlca and Report, certainly 
fthows that tlie plan is not properly understood and appreciated. 

I There la an opening for some well qualified person to set the mat- 
ter rightly before the people of Rhode Island, and make some oth- 
er appeal to them than is contained in these dry-looking Tables, 
aud tlie unavoidably technical observations on them, -No one, in- 
deed, ought to expect that a system recpii ring such universal co- 
' operation to make it useful, calling on all classes of the communi- 
ty in all paits of the State, and incapable by its nature of showing 
^^its fruits till it has already gained pretty general acceptance, 
^wbould meet with early favor. Every year Tvill make its results 
'^more valuable, and add to the interest felt in it, till it becomes an 
J^jestablislied and time- honored institution. 

^B The State of Rhode Island is on some accounts peculiarly well 
^mdapted for such a system to be auccessfuL It is compact, not^ 
^"only small in territory, but the most densely peopled in the Union* 
This is a great advantage, as any one may conceive by supposing 
iself to have charge of taking a cen&us, on one hand in Minne- 
Hotaj or on the other hand in Rhode Island, Yet it presents con- 
iderable contrasts of climate, soil antl inhabitant?. It crmtains an 
sland-townslup, quite out in the Atlantic Ocean,^ — the insular di- 
late of NewT;)ort, tempered by brecxes from the galf-atream, — the 
Opposite shores of an inland Bay, with their diffi^rent exposures to 
the sun and viands, — low nihabited spots along its streams which 
H^YG been more than suspected of breeding lualarial disease with- 
in five years pa^t,— and a large stretch of hills, belonging to the ear- 
^liest geological forinatioim, toward the North and West- About 
^■wo sevenths of its population are virtually inhabitants of Provi^ 
'^dence, several thousands who live m adjacent towns, drawing their 
support iinmediately from its business. This city has nearly 
trebled its population within a quarter of a century, without any 
i^bicrease of territory, except what has been redeemed from the wa- 
iter witliin its limits. On the other hand, the purely agricultural 
parts of the State have hardly increased in population for thirty 
^ears, and remain thinly settled ; a number of towns, in which no 
F 
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maimfacturing villages were starting up, having actually lost in 
number of inhabitants within the past thirty or forty years. 
The streams are lined with these villages, in which the powers af 
the human system to keep pace with the untiring demands of m^ 
cbinery are^being tested, though little pains are taken to keep notei 
of the experiment* Some of thoge kinds of industry known in otb- 
er eoun tries to be most injurious to the health, where due precau- 
tions are not taken, are here carried on, particularly the manufac- 
ture of jewelf}"^, and various kinds of work in iron, now leading 
branches of business in Providence. No important effort has been 
made to learn the effects of these occupatione on health and hu- 
man life. Lastly, the colored race are in larger proportion to the 
whole number of inhabitants here than in any other New England 
State, Thusj we have our full share of contrasts in many clrcuis- 
stances affecting health and social welfare. 

As a mere means of tracing the history of individuals and fami- 
lies, some system of recording births, marriages and deaths would 
seem to be indispensable in a highly civilized state. The threads of 
individual life become so tangled, in the changes of a free and stir* 
ring community, that they are soon lost if a system of record is not es- 
tablished* Registration notes the three great epochs of each life^ 
and the connections of families. In a thousand questions involv- 
ing the descent of property — claims on iudividuals or goveraments 
— the settlement of paupers— the age of persons — their places of 
birth — the datea of marriage and death, — the need is felt of such aa 
.authorized legal record. I have known great outlay to be made of 
time, money and anxiety, in trying to trace up family connections 
Ao England, in order to establish a claim to property- The regis- 
tration necessary for the purpose, instead of being in a legalized, 
authentic form, like the registry of deeds, was scattered in Family 
Bibles, and old memorandum books, which perhaps could never 
be found. The very ibrcible remarks in Dr. Mauran's Letter, in- 
troductory to this Report, ought to be read by all. Notliing in our 
institutions astonishes intelligent Europeans more than this want 
of any legalized and universally established means of tracing out 
ithe identity, connections, and principal events of personal history of 
individuals. For this purpose alone, a regular registry of these 
facts, as much as of transfers of property, would more than pay for 
its trifling cost in money and labor* 

*The foUowing towns loat in population * between 1S20 and 1855 : West Greanwicb^ 
Jamcitowni Littlo Compton, Middletaw]i, FaaCer, Chorleatg^n, Exeter, Nottk Kingfftowa* 
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m Beside the personal and pecuBiary intereste which may be en- 
dangered by want of an established registry, a great deal of genea- 
logical and antiqufirian information, which becomes valuable in 
time to the historical student, would be rescued from loss by such 
; system- Genealogical inquiries are awakening a great interest in 
>ur country- With the advantage of a comparatively recent ori- 
gin, the histories of New England towns and villages are being 
written with great detail, with notices of the pioneer families and 
^■their descendants. In connection with biographies of the heroes of 
H&ur local annals, it becomes interesting to trace the lines of their 
HknceBtry and posterity- For all such investigations, how valuable, 
how inestimable would be an authentic, properly certified record 
>f the family events and connections of our early households I We 
lave abolished systems of heraldiy, which are useful in this point 
^f vieWy however otherwise objectionable, and we ought to pro- 
ide this plain, republican plan of a simple registry of facts, which 
re elsewhere preserved in the antiquated symbols and jargon of 
tie heraldry ofiice. In Rhode Island, the want of these old records 
Df family history is perhaps greater than in other New England 
State J but the spirit of historical inquiry is arising, as shown by 
lany recent signs, and we ought to be preparing for future chroni- 
flers the means of making our own annals more satisfactory and 
>mplete. 

But we are led just now to dwell on the other, wider uses of 
legistration. It furnishes general results, throwing light on the 
"fitate of society, the common welfare, the increase of different 
^^lasses of the people, their various modes of increase and waste, 
^ftheir admixture with one another, and the causes of much prevent- 
^Bble suffering, I much regret the want of previous familiarity 
^tvith this subject, sufficient to enable me to put this matter in the 
best light. But, in accordance with the wishes of ''the higher 
powers^" I will give a few of the obvious common-sense ideas that 
■^ave occurred to me while engaged in this study- 
^^ All legislation and political action which aims to discriminate 

I bet ween different classes of persons, ought to be based on the most 
Authentic facts respecting thera, and especially respecting their 
ptate in the place and time to which the action refers* In a 
lound and wise government, it will be so. Facts will prevail, in- 
ptead of vague preconceived ideas, or personal interest and preju- 
dice, or mere declamatiom In legislating about industrial inter- 
^ests, the statistics of these interests are eagerly sought for, b^ i^ 
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telligent and right-minded men, and with a deliberative body oob^ 
posed yf 8iich men will make the basb of action. Ought it not to 
be so hi legislatLDg about |>er.*^aiis and chistses of persons? A sea- 
sible man would be more iaflueiiced by the figures in the Registra- 
tion Reports from Haseiichn^setts and Rhode Island, .showing the 
rapid increase of foreigners, their high rate of prodiietiveiiess and 
infant mortality, their great addition to our burden of paiiperiim, 
sickness and deathj and the amount ol' disease caused by their pres- 
ence, and endangering the lives of our native citizens, than by whole 
train-fiills of orators sent us from Boston. 

Such information should be sought by intelhgent persons, in 
other connections than %vJtli politics or law-making. It is no idl^ 
curioeityt no waste either of the intellect or feelings, when we en- 
tertain an interest and curiosity in regard to the condition and 
changes of the several classes of our countrymen. What are c^n- 
enses taken for ? Only, to settle the representation of differeJit 
States? Or, to give the most accurate delineation possible of 
the state of the people, as a part of knowledge valuable to all ea- 
lightened minds? Registration is an extension of the census, io- 
tended to sliow the movements, and most important changes m 
the imlividuftl lives, of the population. The census exhibits them 
at a single point of time, as stationary objects ; registration exhib- 
its their changes. 

But the results of registration, as yet, have been most valuable 
in a eanitary point of view, and these I wish to illustrate more at 
length. Very vague ideas seem to prevail among many persons 
as to the kind of evidence by which questions about health are to 
be determined. It is forgotten that the human system is the most 
complicated mechanism in the world, and beside being a machine, 
has an inscrutable element of lile, that adds tenibld to the difficul- 
ty of understanding its action and disorders. To learu how health 
is affected by various influences we must have facte, not theories. 
The facta must be numerous, bo as to get rid of accidental disturb- 
ing influences. The more numerous they are, other things being 
equal, the nearer they are to absolute truth. They must be ob- 
served accurately, and recorded on a uniform plan, so as to admit 
of comparison. Now this can only be done through a whole com- 
munity by means of a plan of registration established by govera- 
tiRut, Hence in no other way can we learn the effects of any 
I spread influences on health upon a large scale* And as many 

1 i of sickness and death can be prevented, if we know what 
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where they are, a system of registration gives us the means 
f SHving much suffering, and increasing the useful force of a com- 
iinity* Knowledge is power, but it must be positive, well- 
grounded knowledge, and must stand on a somewhat wide basis 
of facts, to be extensively uscfuL 

This is no mere theoretical talk, Tlie science of statistics has 
^^been brought to bear on many of the causes of disease, and led to 
^^bractical improvements which have saved and lengthened life. 
^Hfumerous inquiries of the kind have been made in England. The 
^nsources of the imhealthiness of large townsj have there formed the 
particular objects of inijuiry* Parliamentary Commiflsions, benev- 
olent societies, physicians and others have bestowed great labor 
on the subject. And the facts on which they relied, in learning 
^^what were the causes of disease and ill health, were mostly drawn 
^BO'om the admirable Reports of Registration, Commencing in 1333 
*^and continued every year since, they contain a vast mass of facts, 
which can be considered irom different points of view, analyzed 
^ and combined in different ways, and made to reveal the sources 
^fef great evils, as certainly as a merchants' clerk hunts down an 
"error in his accounts, sure at last to find it by the merciless scent 
of arithmetic- I have been unable to get the use of a set of these 
Reports of the Registrar General of England, in the limited time 
allowed me, and cannot therefore illustrate these remarks to the 
est advantfige- But I will give such illustrations as are now be- 
fore me. 
The Registrar General of England obtained the concurrence of 
e Colk^ge of Physicians, College of Surgeons and Society of 
pothccaries, in his plans ; and^ in connection with these bodies, 
rged the physicians of England to report the causes of all deaths 
f persons they had attended. This labor has been done by them, 
a veiy satisfactoiy manner, without any pecuniary compensa- 
ion. The causes were classified by the Registrar General, Mr, 
'arr, and the comparative frequency of eacli class, and eaeh single 
isease, in diflcrent towns, parts of towns, ages, seasons, occupa* 
0119, &:.c,, was shown- The general classification used by Mr, 
'arr^ and followed in most documents of the kind in this country, 
t6 into Ztjmafic Diseases, Sporadic Diseases. Old Age, and Vioknt 
r External Causes. By Zymotic Diseases are meant those which 
ire propagated by emanations^ from the ground, from decaying 
animal or vegetable matter, from cases of previous diseajue, or 
"om over-crowded luunan beings, diseases which are, or may be> 
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epidemicy endemic, or cOQtagious. The word zymotic % from the 
Greek for ferment or leaven, conveys the idea that in such dis- 
eases some principle from without is introdaced into the blood, 

and causes changes in it, as a ferment causes chemical changes in 
a substance into which it is introduced^ Sjtoradk literally ineanSi 
scattered, strewn, likeBeed; and in this connection is applied to 
diseases not directly dependent on such atmospheric luflaenceif 
but occurring disconnected with other cas^s* These are mostly 
inflammations J hemorrhages, dropsies, scrofula and tuberculoui 
diseases, cancer, nervous affectionSp The sporadic diseases arc 
again classnied more minutely according to their seat. 

The xy in otic diseases prevail much more in large towns, and 
are a good test of the comparative unhealthiness of places. Thus 
Mr* Farr, in one of his early Reports, compares two disiricts uf 
about equal population in England, one composed of densely 
peopled towns, and the other including a large surface and scattered 
iDhabitants. In the first, the whole number of deaths in a year 
was almost 48,000, in the second, a little over 29,000. The 
deaths by zymotic diseases in the first were 12,7G6, in the second 
6,045- That is, the fatality by these diseases, was more thaa 
twice as great in the persons living iu cities as in the country 
population. Consumption was charged with over 8,000 deaths 
in the same city-diBtricts, and leas than 6,000 in the same rural 
districts. 

So in different parts of London, one quite healthy district lost 
only 2.16 out of every 100 of its inhabitants in a year, w^hile aa- 
other lost 3.32 from every 100. The first had less than half tlie 
mortality from epidemics that the second had* 

A more minute analysis of each great city, and portion of a 
city, by aid of its returns of deaths, tracked these most destruc- 
tive diseases to places where sources of impure air existed, croifrd- 
ed tenements, high buildings and narrow streets, filth from houseSt 
rejected vegetables, &c., allowed to lie on the ground, defective 
drainage and sewerage, hurying-grounds in cities, and confining 
occupations- 

We have referred to facts obtained in England, because there 
the system of registration has been followed up long enough tn 
shew its practical uses, applied to public health. But the same 
laws hold in our country, and our own cities and villages* The 
report of the Boston physicians on the cholera in 1849 saysi 
** With a yery few exceptions, the disease was confi[red to ta^ 
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IiealthVi ill ventilated and crowded localitiea. In nearly all these 
localities, an over-crowded population, bad ventilation, insufficient 
and unwholesome diet, intemperance, and the entire absence of 
cleanliness, have been the most efficient adjuvants in assisting the 
operation of otlier causes.'* The statistics of the same city for 
last year show tlie same thing. In regard to them, the City 
Registrar says, "Its greatest fatality was seen in conjunction with 

I impurities, which involves the conviction that where cleanliness 
and propriety in habits prevail, comparative impunity from the 
feffects of the scourge may be reasonably anticipated." 
But in few of our cities, has registration been more happily 
trought to bear on the detection of causes of cholera than in 
Providence, It appears by a lotier of Dn E, M. Snow to the 
^ Mayor of Providence, dated January 2G, 1855, that 159 deaths by 
cholera were registered in Providence in 1854, that of these 140 
^ere on tlie East side of the rivefj which is the smaller half in 
copulation, and that all but 4S were in two particular neighbor- 
iDods^ — 64 being along the Canal where it w^asin a very ofiensive 
ite, and 47 about Fox Point hill. lu each case, distinct sources 
iif disease were traced. The foul state of the canal is conclu- 
Paively shown by Dr. Snow to have been the source of much extra 
mortality in one locality. In the other, about 26 deaths occurred 
On the top of the hill, which were probably *' caused by the of- 
fensive effluvia from the numerous hog- pens located thercp It 
difficnit for any one who did not visit the plifce at that time to 
alize that so great a nuisance could exist in a place so elevated^ 
land so freely exposed to the breeze from the harbor. I visited 
■lionBes there, at that time, which were kept comparatively clean, 
^nd yet the stench was so great as to create a feehng of nausea,'* 
■^Of the 159 deaths^ 126 were of Irish, or children of Irish parents ; 

Knd 14 only were reported as American-born, 
Dr* Snow brought these facta before the City Government in a^ 
>rcible letter, arguing that they and their predecessors for years 
ast were responsible for many of these deaths, and the anxiety 
1^ and suffering diffused through the whole city and State* The 
^^esults have been most happy; new regulatioos having beeH' 
^made for the removal of all kinds of nuisances, and a new vigor 
thrown into the execution of ordinances relating to public health 
1S54, Boston had already prepared itself for the onset of chol- 
ij by visitation of the houses, cleansing of foul lanesj drains,. 
m,j and a general effort to remove all nuisances. **In Boston^*' 
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mjs Dr, Snow, "with a foreign population of about 05,O0D» only 
261 deaths from cholera occurred, while in Providence, with a 
foreign population of about 13»000, and with a ihucIj more favor- 
able natural location, there were 159 deaths; or three tintes as 
many in Providence as in Boston, in proportion to the (breiga 
population." Wc have no doubt whatever that we too should 
suffer less, and have less deaths, from Cholera, if it were to visit 
us again, ou accouut of the better administration of the Health 
Depailnient, 

But these uses of registration, it is said, apply only to cities or 
large towns. We might show that other causes beside those aris- 
ing from crowding together human beings expose persons to chal* 
era, fever, and endemic diseases ; — and that these sources cannot 
be clearly exposed, except by means of registration. But there 
is another great destroyer, more fatal than cholera in cholera 
years, and which contributes in every month of every year to 
our lists of mortality, — consumption. No town in the State, as 
well as no year or month, is exempt from its ravages. It is trut 
that, according to our rvlmiis^ no deaths from cOfismTfjitiou would seem 
to have hrq^peiwd i?! Wmhington rmmUjj d tiring ihc laM seven month 
oj 1853. But this is not owing to any immunity from the disease. 
If it were, the county would be overrun with invalids in search of 
health. Two causes lead to this apparent absence of consump- 
tion. The large size of the towns, and the fact that a physician's 
practice eommonTy extends into several towns, make it more 
than ordinarily inconvenient to get returns to the Towti-Clerks. 
But the great reason is indiflerence to this great public interest^ 
an unwilUngness to contribute to the general good at the expense 
of a few postage-stamps and a few hours' trouble in a year. We 
are sorry that a large body of physicians should show this lack 
of genei:ous interest in their science and the public weal ; and 
when we contrast the scanty reports from many of our country 
towns, owing in very great part to the failure of physicians, with 
the vast amount of unpaid labor of this kind done by the medical 
men of England^ or with the liberal and sell-sacriticiiig spirit 
A^hich has been characteristic of the profession, we are mortified 
in the comparison, 

Consum2)tion is a disease primarily of the constitution, and some 
persons are born with a predisposition to it* This predispusitioii 
runs in families, and is often indicated by well-known signs in 
time to allow some measures of prevention. It is therefore very 
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trnportaot to know what influences tend to favor this dispoBition, 
and what make it less likt*Iy to realize itself in actual disease. 
Now this can only be tested by [inforrnc*tioii drawn from a great 
t variety of souroei?, and to do it accurately, wc need statistics. It 
^■g often thought that a person liable by his constitution to coB- 
^6nniptive disease shouhl avoid a business that will oblige him to 
,.be out iu all kinds of weather. But English statistics have shown 
khat the indoor occupations ai'e more liable to develope the con- 
sumptive tendency than those followed out of doors. Wc have 
Pseeu that consumption causes over one third more deaths 
In the same number of people in city than in country. And tak- 
iog London alone, the tradesmen are very nearly twice as liable 
to it as the professional men and gentry. This is ascribed by an 
able physician who investigated the subject deeply i to the close 
uu ventilated shops, in which complaint is often made that the 
tacondensed moisture and pent-up emanations injure goods^ though 
^tbeir eifect on health is not so apt to be thought of. Among 
laboring people, Dr. Guy conclusively shows that men and wo- 
men who follow their employments out-of-doors, exposed to the 
inclement weather, are less subject to consumption, and when 
r they do die with it reach a later age, than those who work in- 
^fcoorg,— though the latter, he states, have generally higher wages, 
"^and can consequently command better food, clothing and lodg- 
ing, and there is no general dillerence in their habits to explain 
J the contrast in exposure to consumption. 

^^ From very elaborate statistics, Dn Guy estimates that nearly 
I^^OOO deaths by cousumptiou occur every year among the laboring 
jpopnlation of England, from causes which might be removed, — 
^pauses mainly connected with the state of work-shops and dwell- 
^ings, 

^^ These English statistics show a similar difference between 
Bpccnpations requiring cuiisiderable bodily movement and exer- 
^Bion, and sedentary occupations. The latter have more deaths for 
^^he number engaged in them ; they have a greater ratio of con- 
sumptive deaths, and at an earlier age of life. Employments re- 
qniriDg muscidar exercise are healthiest in persons under 20 
years old and in old Mg»\ ** Sedentary employments and those re- 
quiring little exertion are more unfavorable to adult and middle 
,.^ age, but more favorable to old age, than those requiring greater 
5brt; on the other hand, employments requiring great exertion 
nutavorable to youth and old age, but favorable to \wvAASa 
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age. Employ meota requiring little exertion prove fatal by io- 
duciogan excess of cases of pulmonary consumption: those re- 
quirin^f great exertion, by occasioning diseases of the air-passagea 
and lungs, toward the conimeucement of old age/' Compositors 
and press-men, working in the saroerooniSj with similar associations 
and habits, but the iirst using little muscular exertion, the second 
much, furnish a good chance for comparison, From the results 
of very extensive records, it appears that, in London, the ratio of 
consumptive cases is nearly one third greater with compositors 
than with press-men. 

We might exteud these illustrations much farther, if we had 
time, and if we did not think they answered our purpose of show- 
ing the practical use of these statistics* 

It is clear that facts like these cannot be obtained except by 
Rorganized systems of inquiryj and that if persons cognisant of the 
parliadar facts refuse or neglect to do their part in such a system, 
the gcncrt/l facts cannot be got at. It is clear that the general 
facts are of the highest practical value. Many a life may be saved 
by so choosing the occupation of a youth of consumptive family 
as to give him the best chance for surviving the period of life for 
which this disease has so mournful a partiality. It may be said, 
all this is very well for the English, but we are a different people, 
and w^hat suits one may be bad far another. We answer, first, 
that the great laws of human life and health do not change by 
crossing any ocean, and, secondly, that no doubt the peculiarities 
of constituiion are changed, and for that very reason, we ought to 
make like inquiries here, in the only way that can lead to convinc- 
ing, palpable results. The English results show that we may ex- 
pect to gain most valuable practical information by such means, 
and then leave it to us, by statistical investigation, to find out 
what truths hold in our own soil and climate. 

The loss of available power in society is not measured by the 
mortality alone, but by the amount of sickness, in addition to this. 
Disease, while it lasts, w^h ether it end fiitally or not, not only de- 
stroys the productive usefulness of the sick person, but absorbs the 
labor and wears on the resources of those who take care of him. 
** In manhood,*' says an English writer, *' when one person in a 
hundred dies annually, two are constantly sick." Dr. Jarvis, of 
Massachusetts, calculated, six years ago, that in that State, there 
were 567,531 persons between fifteen and seventy years old, — 
within w^hat might be considered the productive age, and of these 
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]4t4^1 were constantly sick. In weighing the importance oi" 
every means by whicb the cauaes of disease and death can be 
learned, this consideration is not tc be overlooked. 

Finally, a Registration systen3 must have time to show its val- 
ue, and its usefulness increases in a much larger ratio than the 
number of years that it continued in operation. Every year 
brings in better and better returns* It has been so in all other 
communities, as a general thing ; and we have no doubt) the idea, 
when it has once got root in the stiff soil of Rhode Islands will 
flourish and expand* Again, the usefulness of the results depends 
oo their being compared with those of other years and other States, 
Hence the reports of five years will be worth more than five times 
as much as the reports of one year. The more numerous the facts, 
,the longer the time they represent, — the nearer will they come 
perfect truth. Lastly, time and the study given to the returns^ 
fear after year, suggest new branches of inquiry, and furoish ma- 
terials for answering many uew questions* The system, there- 
fore, has a tendency in its very nature, to grow more useful, and 
make its usefulness more obvious, with every advancing year. 
3t us hope that the wisdom of the Legislature will devise the 
Jest plans for carrying it into 8uccessl\il operation, and that all 
Iclasaea in the State who are called to contribute to it will become 
aore and more convinced of its importance, and therefore yield a 
lore intelligent and cheerful aid. 
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CAUSES OF DEATH IN COLORED PERSONS. 

RHODE ISLAND, JUNE IsT, 1853— DEC. SIst, 1854. 



CAUSES. 


NO. 1 CAUSES. 


|N0. 


Cholera Infimtum, 


3 Hydrocephalus, 


6 


Cholera Morbus, 


1 Insanity, 


1 


Croup, 


2' Asthma, 


1 


Diarrhoea, 


1 Bronchitis, 


8 


Dysentery, 


4 Consumption, 


29 


Fever, Typhus, 


1 Hydrothorax, 


1 


Measles, 


1 Lungs, disease of. 


1 


Scarlatina, 


1 Pneumonia, 


6 


Cancer, 


1 Heart, disease of 


5 


DebiUty, 


1 Bowels, inflammation of 


1 


Dropsy, 


4 Peritonitis, 


1 


Marasmus, 


2 Old Age, 


4 


Scrofhla, 


I'Accident, 


1 


Apoplexy, 


IBum, 


1 


Brain, disease of. 


1 Drowning, 


1 


Convulsions, 


4 Not Specified, 


9 


Delirium Tremens, 


1 Total, 


100 



BRISTOL. 

DEATHS FOR TEN YEABS, 1846—1855, INCLUSIVE. 

[Communicated by Bennet J. Munro, Esq.] 

Whole number of Deaths, 786. 

Number and Percentage of those by the more prominent causes. 





MALES. 


f'hale 


TOTAL. 


p. c. 


AGE AND BEMABKS. 


Cholera Infantum, 






29 


8.69 




Cholera Morbus, f 






' 






Diarrhoea, and > 


49 


86 


85 


10.81 




Dysentery, ) 












Croup, 


21 


10 


81 


8.94 




Erysipelas, 


, , 


, , 


86 


4.4621 adults, 14 children. 


Fever, Typhus, 


, . 


. , 


9 


1.14| 


Scarlatina, 


81 


20 


51 


6.49,Including 9 adults. 


Cancer, 


7 


8 


16 


1.9l'All adults. 


Dropsies, 


26 


22 


48 


6.11 




Apoplexy, 


16 


6 


20 


2.64 


AU adults. 


Paralysis, 


18 


15 


28 


8.66 


(C «c 


Consumption, 


41 


61 


102 


12.98 


<c « 


Pneumonia, 


, , 


, , 


28 


2.98 




Child Birth, 


, , 


7 


7 


0.89 




Puerperal Fever, 
Old Age, 


24 


7 
84 


7 
68 


0.89 
7.88 


C Youngest 74, oldest 99 8-12, 
( nine over 90. 


Accidents, 


12 


1 


18 


1-66 


Drowning, 


18 


5 


28 


2.9814 adulte. 


Buicide, 


7 


•• 


7 


0.891 
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Males 418, Females 368. Ages, under five, 823, from five to twenty, 61, twenty to 
fifty, 155, fifty to seventy, 110, seventy to ninety, 126, ninety to a hundred, 11. In 
1846, 53, in 1847, 40, in 1848, 74, in 1849, 78, in 1850, 66, in 1861, 77, in 1852, 89, 
in 1853, 90, in 1854, 87, in 1855, 128. 

WARREN. 

CAUSES OF DEATH FOR SIX YEARS, 1850—1855, INCLUSIVE. 
[Communicated by Otis Bullock, M. D.] 





NO 

1 


; P. C. 


• 
Consumption, 


iro. 


P, c. 


Cholera In&ntum, 


10 


3.42 


68; 23.29 


Cholera Morbus, 


2 


0.68Hydrothorax, 


9 


3.08 


Croup, 


10 


3.42 Pneumonia, 


15 


5.14 


Diarrhoea, 


8 


l.OS'Quinsy, 


1 


0.84 


Dysentery, 


6 


2.05 Heart, disease of 


3 


1.03 


Erysipelas, 


5 


1.71 Ascites, 


8 


1.03 


Fever, bilious. 


2 


0.68 Bowels, inflammation of 


4 


1.87 


Fever, typhus. 


5 


1.71,Colic, 


5 


1.71 


Hooping cough. 


4 


1.37 


Liver, disease of 


8 


1.03 


Scarlatina, 


8 


1.03 


Diabetes, 


1 


0.34 


Abscess, 


1 


0.84 


Puerperal, 


4 


1.87 


Cancer, 


8 


2.74 


Hip-disease, 


1 


0.84 


Decline, 


10 


8 42 


Rheumatism, 


2 


0.68 


In&ntile, 


26 


8.90 


Old Age, 


9 


8.08 


Apoplexy, 


11 


3.77 


Accident, 


1 


0.84 


Brain, dropsy of. 


11 


3.77 


Drowning, 


1 


0.84 


Brain Fever, 


16 


5.48 


Unspecified, 


18 


4.46 


Paralysis, 


15 


5.14 








Tetanus, 


1 


0-34 


Total, 


292 





REMARKS ON THE RETURNS. 

In the First Report, remarks on the returns of each town were inserted in the Appen- 
dix, occupying more than 26 pages, closely printed. We have not tune to extend similar 
observations to such length, nor should we think it desirable, if we could. We thII 
merely call attention to a few of the most common faults and defects in the mode of 
making returns. 

The blanks are very often headed so as to say that they cover a different period fix)m 
what they do. This fe.ult Wfius much more common, it is probable, on account of the 
change in the law, which left a fractional period of seven months at the end of 1863, 
Hereafter, the registry year will begin and end with the calendar year ; and each toim 
or city^ it will be remembered, is asked to report the births, marriages, and deaths occur- 
ring mthin the year for which report is made. See Circular of the Secretary of State. 

The law requires births, marriages and deaths of non-residents to be arranged in a 
separate list, (Sec. 13.) 

It should be remembered that the sheets are to be bound in a volume for preservation. 
They should never be mutilated, nor should both sides be written on. 

It would be a great convenience if the events recorded were arranged according to the 
dates of their occurrence. 

In towns where there are villages divided between two townships, the township should 
always be named as well as the village, in which a birth, marriage or death took place. 

As to Births, the most obvious defect is the absence of names of children bom. The 
parents have very seldom done their duty ; and births were reported by physicians, 
whose interest in the event of birth ceased before the child was named. It is for parents 
to see that their childrens' legal rights do not suffer for want of this authentic evidence 
of their oripn. 
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^™Afl to Marriti^Hf th© moet fWiueot onuasiott 1ms been of tho namcfi of the parontsi 
€k9peciaUy ilw luollierBj of parties man-ied ;■ — next most fre<|ueiit, of the birth-phuse Of 
the piirtic!?. Tlicise arc ofteiit?Ht negli>eted m regard to brides* Many are reporfx^d from 
other towns than those where they were sokmuisied. 

Dtiaihs will nevei* li^. pmperly r^poii^d, till physieiana do their dutj. They ha^e 

wholly failed t^ d<j so, ia iiiiiiiy townB. In particular! dmths of childrea are unrijported, 

^ and the cauaes of death are iTitpeT*fectly given, or luiinea of dlsosLBCS used Viiguely and 

► iiwsorreetly, ■wherever physicians do not mcike reports. In this part of tho retumsi 

CCFDITION inetinit, either ilDgle» mari'i^ or iridowod. The ye£LrS| mDuiha and dnys of 

the age Bbould be giveni 

From TivcjioUf three births in one family are entered, which took pltiee m 184T, *49 
and May '58, and two in another fiimily which took place in Pawtucket, MiL9sm?hu9ott£« 
One Death is entered on the page belonging to Births, in these wor^ls : *' There has betm 
but one death i^i^tered in this oMce during the period above stated ; a white nmle, aged 
61, widower, a carpenter and farmer, horn and always resided in Tiverton, disease not 
stated. *' What la meant by ** the period above stated *' might he thought doubtful i 
from looking at the dates of the Births- But by the heading of the tmge, we learn that 
it is ** from June Ist^ 1853 j to Dec. 8lit, 1854,**--^ lihoral allowance of time to the 
anoDymcm? carpenter and fjirmcr. 

Tl^e Town Clerk of Richmond writes : *' Tliis R«5cord contains the names of some of 
the oldest inhabitant<S| and one of the oldest who was the last surviTor in this town of the 
l-ersjlutionary war, [Silas Moore, aged 94 y., 5 m., 21 d., and deeeast'd May 6, 1864*] 
Thc^ last death, June 30, 1854, [Reynoldfl Hosie, aged 70 y*, 8 m., 22 d.,] was of a 
penaoTi who had filled some of the first oSbes in this town ; was BeprcsentatiTe ti:* the 
silftture for a riumljer of years j and Justice of the Peace ; and served the town &r 
I- years m Town Clerk* fVom June 181 2 » to June 1832, and discharged tlie duties of 
i office in a very able and impartial manner. Hi^i^ETY P. Ci*ark, Town Clerk." 

( THIS CrRCUL.4K WAS SENT TO TEE SEVER^U. CITY AJJD TOWN CLEEK9, 
NEAR THE END OF THE YEAR 1&55. 

Oeficb or THE SEOKErjtEy 01^ State, > 
Providence, Koveraber, 1856, j 
TMab. Sm : — By referring to the late " Act on the Registration of Births, Marriages, 
id Deaths," published in the " Appendix '^ to the kst State Report, p. 186, see. Ij you 
learn that it becomes your duty to obtTrlu, chronologically record, index:, &c., &c , 
Infhrioation eoneerning Birthts, Marriages^ and Deaths, in yoitr town ♦ * * * ^ and, 
or before the first day of February j 1856, to make your returns thereof op to Decern- 
81st, 1865. 
Aa our Returns have been heretofore very meagiti from many of the country towns, we 
', under otir prefsent efficient organ isa^tion, indulge the hope that greater and mora 
isfttl eflTorta may be made by c^ieh town clerk to render them the present year more 
perfect- 

The compensation allowed by the act is deemed ample for securing all the fiicts re* 

quired, and »lioiild your physidanSj cl erg)' men, and under takers, have fiuled to repori 

legally, yoTi cfiu, it is hoped, seeure some trusty and faithful individual in your town for 

m tHsrfcain proportion of the foe, whom you can apijoint to visit eveiy family therein and 

lure persoually the fiicis required. In the city of Providence, our clergy men report 

.oroui^hltj all marriages, and our physicians are ecpially prompt in reporting every 

death \ — parenis arc the only delinqucuta in roportmg the births ; — the latter, however* 

are eompletaly returne<l by agents appointed to take the number of births in each and 

every hoiiso. In this connection, I would add, that the registry of nil births is of the 

;hest importjittoe, as by this public record alone, in instances wherein both parents liavo 

i^ued, can the child prove his ploee of natin'ity^ in caso^ bi d^eac^vi,V q1 ^T<^-vKtV^ ^ ^ 

a 
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again, in cases of pauperism, secure a legal settlement and consequent protection from 
the place of his natural birth, — a matter of vital importance to either rich or poor. 
Again, I would particularly impress upon clerks the subjoined important points : First, 
never curtail or mutilate a sheet of Blanks ; and, secondly, never record on both sides 
of the sheet, unless previously stitohed together in book form so as to be readily bound 
together, as all such imperfect returns we are compelled to re-copy before binding for 
preservation ; thirdly, return no facts of either births, marriages, or deaths that do not 
occur within the year 1855k 

By giving particular attention to all of the above suggestions and requests, you will 
not only greatly benefit your own community, but particularly oblige. 
Your Obedient Servant, 

JOHN R. BARTLETT, Secretary of State. 

COPIES OF THE BLANKS DISTRIBUTED IN THE STATE FOR RETURNS. 

BETURN OF A BIBTH. 



1. Date of Birth. 

2. Name of ChUd. 

3. Sex. 

4. Color. 

5. No. of Child. 

6. Place of Birth. 

7. Father's Name. 

8. Mother's Name. 



9. Color of Parents. 

10. Residence of Parents. 

11. Father's Occupation. 
jl2. Mother's Occupation. 
13. Birth-place of Father. 

1 14. Birth-place of Mother. 

1 15. Remarks. 

Informant 



N. B. At Nos. 4 and 9 state whether White, Black, or Mulatto. At No. 6 statd 
whether 1st, 2d, 3d, &c. child. If the child is still-born be particular to state the ^t at 
No. 15. 

BETVBN OF A HABBIAGE* 



1. Date of Marriage. 

2. Place of Marriage* 

3. Name of Groom. 

4. Name of Bride. 

5. Residence of Groom. 

6. Residence of Bride. 

7 . Age of Groom. 
S. Age of Bride. 

9. Occupation of Groom* 



10. Birth-place of Groom. 

11. Birth-place of Bride. 

12. Groom's Father's Name. 

13. Gloom's Mother's Name. 

14. Biid3's Father's Name. 

15. Bride's Mother's Name. 

16. No. of Marriage. 
.17. By whom Married. 
il8. His Official Station. 



N. B. At No. 16, state whether 1st, 2d, 3d, &c. marriage of each. 



BETUBN OF A DEATH. 



1. Date of Death. 

2. Name. 

3. Age. 

4. Residence. 

5. Street and No. 

6. Sex. 

7. Color. 



Name. 

Date of Death. 

Disease. 



I 8. Condition. 
I 9. Occupation. 
jlO. Where Bom. 
ill. Father's Name. 
|12. Mother's Name. 

1 13. Parentage. 

114. Where Buried. 

Informant 



fttYStOtAK'S OEBTIFICATE. 



Physician. 

N. B. At No, 8, state whether mArried or single, widow or widower; At No. 13i 
state whether parents were American, Irish, French, &c. 
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THE REGISTRATION ACT. 

Passed at the October Session^ 1854. 
A.N ACT to provide for a Registration of Births^ Marriages and Deaths. 
Wheteas, in the administration of justice, or upon the iiiiportant subject of State pamper- 
ism, (and even in the pursuits of private life,) it has often been found difficult, from the death 
x>f witnesses, as well as from other causes, to prove the bittli, marriage, or death of persons, 
nvhereby the rights of many have been sacrificed, and great wrongs have been inflicted upon 
Individuais and the community ; and whereas, important truths deeply affecting the physi- 
cal welfare tif mankind, are to be drawn from a knowledge of the number of births, deaths, 
•or marriages, that, during a term of years, may occJUt, or may be contracted Trithin the limits 
•of a State : Therefore, 
It is enacted by the General Assembly asfoUotos : 

Section U The clerks x>f the sevetal towns and cities in this State, as-e hereby authorized 
and required to obtain, chronologically record, and index, as required by the forms prescribed 
by the third section of this act, all information concerning births, marriages, and deaths, oc- 
xjurring amcngst the inhabitants of their respective towns and cities, and on or before the 
first day of February, annually, to make duly certified returns thoreof, to the Secretary of 
State, for each year, ending on the thirty-first day of December, accompanying the same, 
with a list of those individuals required by law to make returns to hhn, who have neglected 
the same, and with such remarks relating to the object -of the law, as he may deem impor- 
tant to communicate. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Secretary -of State to receive the returns made in pur- 
suance of the preceding section, and annually, with such assistance as shall be rendered by 
any authorized Committee t)f the Rhode Island Medical Society, to make and publish, (not 
exceeding seven hundred and fifty copies,) a general Abstract and Report thereof, in form 
us prescribed by section third of this act. He shall also cause said returns to be arranged, 
full alphabetical indexes of all the names to be made, the whole to be bound in convenient 
sized volumes, and carefully preserved in his office, for which he shall receive the sum of fifty 
•dollars. 

See. 3. The blank forms required to cai<ry out the provisions of this act, shall, on appli- 
cation, be furnished by the Secretary of State, to clergymen, physicians, undertakers, town 
and city clerks, clerks of the Society of Friends, and other persons requiring them, substan^ 
tially after the following terms, viz.: The record of a birth, shall state the date and place of 
birth, name and sex of the child, whether living or still born ; also, the name aud surname, 
-color, occupation, lesidence, and birth-place of the parents, and time of recording, as far ais 
the samae can be ascertained. The record of b. marriage, shall state the date of the marriage, 
place, name, residence, and official station of the person by whom married, names, and sur- 
names of the parties, color, occupation, and residence of each, condition, (whether single or 
widowed;) what marriage, if second, third, &c. ; the occupation, birth-place, and name of 
their parents, and the time of recording, as far as the same can be ascertained. The record 
of deaths, shall state the date of death, name and surname of the deceased, the sex, color, 
and condition, (single or married,) age, occupation, place of deuth, place of birth, names and 
birth-place of parents, disease or cause of death, and the time of recording, so far as can be 
ascertained. 

Sec. 4. of Marriages. Evei-y Society of Friends, clergyman, and all others authorized 
to join persons IR marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such rite performed by 
them, (in manner and form aforesaid,) and return the same on tit before the second Monday 
of every month, for the last preceding month, to the clerk of the city or town in which sttch 
rite shall have been performed, and no marriage shall be solemnized until the parties shall 
have furnished to the authority about solemnizing it, the information hereinbefore required. 

S^c. 5. Of Births. As a large number of births annually take place without the assis- 
tance or intervention of strictly professional aid, it shall be the duty of each and every pa- 
ent to make returns to said city or town clerk, of the birth of each of his or her children) 
in manner and form aforesaid, at least within ten days after the same shall have occurred. 

Sec. 6. Of Deaths. It shall be the duty of each and every practising physician, or sur- 
geon, X3ff whatever character, to keep a faithful record, and to «nake returns as aforesaid, on 
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QT htt&re tbe ft^dud Mondaf of cuch month* of ^rtty deiiilL cMKnarrtii^ iti liu ur lur profefr' 
aiotijd pr»eti©e, within iho Stute, darinpr the l«i*t preceding mcrntii. If witltout atfcendiiwe 
nf pb jttciaa« the coroner thaU make returns ss aboTG* 

8<fe. 7, 0/ lTmiert^tA•€r*, There may he uppointed by the city rind town authorities, n 
«ttffidenf ntimher of p^riunu to net as mtdertaktrSt remoTable fti thc< pleasure af said :tutlic»r- 
itiei, trlifiie duty it shiill he to keep a fdthful record of jiB i&temieiiti by thero made, sti* 
ting whete the mdividuaU died, and where they were buried, l^ld to nt&ke returns on or be* 
fore iheieeofid Monduy of every month ^ as Bfaresnid^ 

Be^* 8 Any dty nr town nmy eiuct mtinidpal laws, moiv eieeliuilly to obtaiatbe object! 
Iierom coatiempl&tod : Pr&i^ided, they do net eonfliet with tba mam end tped&o object of tluf 
4iOt| TiitM, to poearetho most perfeet regUtnitioi], 

Sco, 9. Qf F»». The city and town derks ihall receive for each record of n titrtb^ msx- 
viftgSi 07 dwiih, made and relumed^ a« required by law, ten eentSf to be paid to Ihem out of 
thek re^eedre city and town treaiuru^i :: Providcdt that the yearly compi^nsation to any 
one town dcrk^ uho shnli faithfully perform the dntiea preacnb^d bj this act, shaU not Ue 
less tban fiYo doHars. 

Sef. Ill Of Ptimllief. If any defgyman, pbydieian, undertaker, town or citf elerk, 
cilturk of 'iiiy meeting; of tbo society of Friends^ or other pcr^n, ahall wilfitUy ni^Ieet or re- 
fuse to per form any of tlic duties itoposed on^ or required of him or her, by this act^ or 
should any one not tegnUy aiithorized, a&sttrne to dischargo any of said dutios, he or she 
ah all, at the diseeetio:i of the court or juatico trjing tlie cause, on C(jcriction thereof, be 
inednot exceeding twenty dollars, for each and every offence, to be recovered by eomplainl 
and warrant, oiid half thcT^of to the uac of the to^m or city, in which the oHence tball oe' 
cyr, the other half to the pewon who shall proBecnto for the same 

Set'. Ih No letters of adminiatration, or letters testamentary, shall be granted by any 
4/ourt of probate, upon the effects or ciitAte of Any person, until the death of auch person, or 
the facts from which ihe same is preiuined, sbQll be duly eertifiedias near as may be, to the 
tewn clerk t in order that the «ime may be duly registered according to the provisions of 
this act. 

Sec. 12. The s&idb^Hikaorregtatera, or a certificate duly certified hy the to wu clerk aid 
anihentieated by his seal of office, as containing a full copy of the record of any majriiige, 
birth, death, shall hereafter be admitted In any eourlin thi» SUkto^jrfiina facie pro<rf ofaoy 
marriage, birth, or death. 

Sec. 13. Births, marringes, and deaths of non-residents, ihallbe distingtiished from those 
of residents in the returns, by being arranged separately. The Secret-iry of State tnay^ from 
time to time, vary the forms of return S| and require such additional information as he may 
conitider necessary, to effect the object of this act. 

Sec* 11. In order that it may bo more surely aacertained that no elet^ynuin, physiciani 
coroner, undertaker, or clerk of the society of Friondsj neglecta making the returns specified 
in this act, each and every one ah all cause his or her name and reBidcnee* tO be recorded in 
the clerk's office of the towa or city, where he or she resideii. 

Sec. lo. This act shall go into effect from nnd after the first day of January, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-five, and from and after that time, all acts and parti of acts inconsistent 
borewith, shall be deemed and takoii to bo repealed. 
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